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A Tall History of Sugar
a novel by Curdella Forbes

A haunting, epic Caribbean love story, reminiscent of 
García Márquez’s Love in the Time of Cholera 

BOOK DETAILS: Fall 2019, 360 pages; literary fiction

COMP TITLES: Love in the Time of Cholera by Gabriel García Márquez; She’s Gone by 
Kwame Dawes

HIGHLIGHTS: In 2005, Akashic published Marlon James’s debut novel, John Crow’s 
Devil—set in 1950s Jamaica; years later, James’s literature has won numerous awards, 
including the Man Booker Prize; we are delighted to introduce another lion of Jamaican 
literature with the publication of A Tall History of Sugar.

A Tall History of Sugar tells the story of Moshe Fisher, a man who was “born without 
skin,” so that no one is able to tell what race he belongs to; and Arrienne Christie, his 
quixotic soul mate who makes it her duty in life to protect Moshe from the social and 
emotional consequences of his strange appearance. 

The narrative begins with Moshe’s birth in the late 1950s, four years before Jamaica’s 
independence from colonial rule, and ends in the era of what Forbes calls “the fall of 
empire,” the era of Brexit and Donald Trump. The historical trajectory layers but never 
overwhelms the scintillating love story as the pair fight to establish their own view of 
loving, against the moral force of the colonial “plantation” and its legacies that continue 
to affect their lives and the lives of those around them. 

Written in lyrical, luminous prose that spans the range of Jamaican Englishes, this 
remarkable story follows the couple’s mysterious love affair from childhood to adulthood, 
from the haunted environs of rural Jamaica to the city of Kingston, and then to England—
another haunted locale in Forbes’s rendition.

CURDELLA FORBES is a Jamaican American writer. She has published 
four previous works of fiction: Songs of Silence, A Permanent Freedom, 
Ghosts, and a children’s book, Flying with Icarus and Other Stories. She 
lives in Takoma Park, Maryland, and teaches at Howard University where 
she is a professor of Caribbean literature. Her academic publications 
include From Nation to Diaspora: Samuel Selvon, George Lamming and 
the Cultural Performance of Gender. She names among her literary 
influences the oral traditions of rural Jamaica, the fairy tales of her 
childhood, and the work of Gabriel García Márquez.

Akashic controls world rights; PDF available upon request.
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A Student of History
a novel by Nina Revoyr

A contemporary Los Angeles story of uncrossable social 
lines, allegiance and betrayal, immeasurable power, and the 

ways the present is continually shaped by the past.

BOOK DETAILS: 5 March 2019, 240 pages; literary fiction

COMP TITLES: The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, Rules of Civility by 
Amor Towles, Great Expectations by Charles Dickens

AWARDS: Southland: Lambda Literary Award, American Library Associ-
ation’s Stonewall Honor Award; Wingshooters: Indie Booksellers’ Choice 
Award, Midwest Booksellers Choice Award; The Age of Dreaming: Finalist for 
the Los Angeles Times Book Prize

PREVIOUS LICENSING DEALS: The Age of Dreaming: France (Phébus), Italy 
(Casini), Japan (PHP Institute), Spain (Paidós/Planeta); Southland: France 
(Phébus), Greece (Electra), Japan (Fusosha)

AKASHIC’S SALES FIGURES: Southland: 35,000 (the title remains one of 
our strongest backlist sellers since publication); Wingshooters: 25,000

“Nina Revoyr is one of Los Angeles’s most sharp-eyed and penetrating 
chroniclers, and A Student of History only furthers her reputation. Part  

mystery, part sentimental education, this is a searing novel of thought-provoking complexity.”  
—Marisa Silver, author of Mary Coin

Rick Nagano is a graduate student in the history department at USC, struggling to make rent on his 
South Los Angeles apartment near the neighborhood where his family once lived. When he lands a job 
as a research assistant for the elderly Mrs. W—, the heir to an oil fortune, he sees it at first simply as a 
source of extra cash. But as he grows closer to the iconoclastic, charming, and feisty Mrs. W—, he gets 
drawn into a world of privilege and wealth far different from his racially mixed, blue-collar beginnings.

Putting aside his half-finished dissertation, Rick sets up office in Mrs. W—’s grand Bel Air mansion and 
begins to transcribe her journals—which document an old Los Angeles not described in his history 
books. He also accompanies Mrs. W— to venues frequented by the descendants of the land and oil bar-
ons who built the city. One evening, at an event, he meets Fiona Morgan—the elegant scion of an old 
steel family—who takes an interest in his studies. Irresistibly drawn to Fiona, he agrees to help her with 
a project of questionable merit in the hopes he’ll win her favor.

A Student of History explores both the beginnings of Los Angeles and the pres-
ent-day dynamics of race and class. It offers a window into the usually hidden world 
of high society, and the influence of historic families on current events. Like Great 
Expectations and The Great Gatsby, it features, in Rick Nagano, a young man of 
modest means who is navigating a world where he doesn’t belong. 

NINA REVOYR is the author of five previous novels, including The Age of Dreaming, 
which was nominated for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize; Southland, a Los An-
geles Times best seller and “Best Book” of 2003; and Wingshooters, which won an 
Indie Booksellers’ Choice Award and was selected by O, The Oprah Magazine as one 
of “10 Titles to Pick Up Now.” Revoyr lives and works in Los Angeles.

Akashic controls world rights; PDF available upon request.
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Around Harvard Square
a young adult novel by C.J. Farley

Race, class, and hormones combine and combust when a 
Harvard freshman and his two friends attempt to join the staff 

of the Harpoon, the school’s iconic humor magazine.

BOOK DETAILS: 1 April 2019, 280 pages; young adult fiction/humor

COMP TITLES: The Idiot by Elif Batuman; Moo by Jane Smiley

HIGHLIGHTS: Farley has 13.6 thousand Twitter followers and an active blog; he 
has strong media connections from working at Wall Street Journal, Time, and 
he is a frequent guest commentator on CNN and other major TV stations.

PRAISE FOR AROUND HARVARD SQUARE: 

“Brimming with humor and heart, Around Harvard Square is a delight.” 
—Andy Borowitz, creator of the New Yorker’s “The Borowitz Report”

“The first year of college can feel as dramatic as the first moon landing and 
somehow C.J. Farley also turns it into a painfully funny adventure. Around 
Harvard Square is a coming-of-age tale that blends J.D. Salinger’s rueful 
tones with Paul Beatty’s biting humor and becomes something entirely its 
own. I had so much fun running around with these kids, it felt like seeing old 
friends: laughing and crying and laughing some more.”  
—Victor LaValle, author of The Changeling

It’s the nineties, and Tosh Livingston, straight-A student and superstar athlete, is living the dream—he’s 
made it out of upstate New York and into the incoming freshman class at Harvard University. But after an 
accident blows up his basketball-playing hopes, he discovers a new purpose in life—to win the frenzied 
competition for a spot on the staff of the Harvard Harpoon, the school’s legendary humor magazine. 

Along with Lao, his pot-smoking roommate from China, their friend Meera, a passive-aggressive science 
major from India, and Zippa, a Jamaican student-activist with a flair for cartooning, Tosh finds that 
becoming a member of the Harpoon is weirder and more dangerous than anyone could have imagined. 
Success requires pushing themselves to their limits and unearthing long-buried secrets that will rock 
their school and change all of their lives forever.

With its whip-smart humor and fast-paced narrative, Around Harvard Square will appeal to readers of all ages 
interested in exploring the complicated roles that race and class play in higher education.

C.J. FARLEY has worked as a senior editor for the Wall Street Journal and Time 
magazine, and is the author of the novels Game World and My Favorite War. Far-
ley served as consulting producer on the Peabody-winning HBO documentary Mr. 
Dynamite: The Rise of James Brown and wrote the best-selling biographies Aaliyah: 
More Than a Woman and Before the Legend: The Rise of Bob Marley. Farley, who 
was born in Kingston, Jamaica, is a graduate of Harvard and a former editor of the 
Harvard Lampoon. He lives in New Rochelle, New York.

Akashic controls world rights; PDF available upon request.
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Like This Afternoon Forever
a novel by Jaime Manrique

Two Catholic priests fall in love amid deadly conflicts in the Amazon 
between the Colombian government, insurgent groups, and drug cartels.

BOOK DETAILS: 4 June 2019, 224 pages; literary fiction/LGBTQ interest

COMP TITLES: The End of Eddy by Édouard Louis; The Heart’s Invisible 
Furies by John Boyne; The Sound of Things Falling by Juan Gabriel Vásquez; 
The Armies by Evelio Rosero

PREVIOUS LICENSING DEALS: Cervantes Street: Germany (DuMont), Russia 
(Sindbad), Spain (Santillana), Taiwan (Commercial), Turkey (Ithaki); Latin Moon 
in Manhattan: Spain (Alfaguara); Eminent Maricones: Spain (Editorial Sintesis

PRAISE FOR JAIME MANRIQUE AND LIKE THIS AFTERNOON FOREVER:

“Manrique is our Scheherazade.” —Sandra Cisneros

“A novel about two seminary students who fall in love, Like This Afternoon 
Forever is a powerful story of religion, poverty, sexuality, and tenderness, as 
quick and intense as a fairy tale, yet as real and brutal as contemporary Latin 
America. Manrique has written a beautiful, moving narrative about two good 
men in a dangerous world.” —Christopher Bram, author of Gods and Monsters

“A tremendous novel, beautiful, passionate, and compassionate.”  
—El Tiempo (Colombia)

For the last fifty years, the Colombian drug cartels, various insurgent groups, and the government have fought 
over the control of the drug traffic, in the process destroying vast stretches of the Amazon, devastating Indian 
communities, and killing tens of thousands of homesteaders caught in the middle of the conflict. 

Inspired by these events, Jaime Manrique’s sixth novel, Like This Afternoon Forever, weaves in two 
narratives: the shocking story of a series of murders known internationally as the “false positives,” and 
the related story of two gay Catholic priests who become lovers when they meet in the seminary.

Lucas (the son of farmers) and Ignacio (a descendant of the Barí indigenous people) enter the seminary 
out of a desire to help others and to get an education. Their visceral love story undergoes stages of 
passion, indifference, rage, and a final commitment to stay together until the end of their lives. Working 
in a community largely composed of people displaced by the war, Ignacio stumbles upon the horrifying 
story of the false positives, which will put the lives of the two men in grave danger. 

JAIME MANRIQUE  is a Colombian-born novelist, poet, essayist, and translator 
who writes both in English and Spanish, and whose work has been translated into 
fifteen languages. Among his publications in English are the novels Colombian 
Gold, Latin Moon in Manhattan, Twilight at the Equator, Our Lives Are the Riv-
ers, and Cervantes Street; he has also published the memoir Eminent Maricones: 
Arenas, Lorca, Puig, and Me. His selected poems were published in Spanish in 
2016. His honors include Colombia’s National Poetry Award, a 2007 International 
Latino Book Award, and a Guggenheim Fellowship. He is currently a distinguished 
lecturer in the Department of Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures at 
the City College of New York.

Akashic controls world rights; PDF available upon request.
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Cornelius Sky
a debut novel by TIMOTHY BRANDOFF

A doorman at a posh apartment building gets lost in the mean New York 
City streets, battling his demons as he searches for life’s higher meaning.

BOOK DETAILS: 6 August 2019, 224 pages, fiction/literature

HIGHLIGHTS: While a work of fiction, Brandoff’s debut novel was inspired 
by two short New York Times articles, one about his grandfather’s suicide 
in 1937, and one about his uncle, an elevator operator in a New York City 
building where a teenage John Kennedy Jr. lived in the 1970s.

COMP TITLES: The Perfume Burned His Eyes by Michael Imperioli; Slaves of 
New York by Tama Janowitz; The Fuck-Up by Arthur Nersesian

Cornelius Sky is a doorman in a posh Fifth Avenue apartment building that 
houses New York City’s elite, including a former First Lady whose husband was 
assassinated while in office. It is 1974 and New York City is heading toward a 
financial crisis. At work, Connie prides himself on his ability to buff a marble 
floor better than anyone, a talent that so far has kept him from being fired 
for his drinking. He pushes the boundaries of his duties, partying and playing 

board games with the former First Lady’s lonely thirteen-year-old son in the service stairwell—the only 
place where the boy is not spied upon mercilessly by the tabloid press and his Secret Service detail. 

Connie believes he is the only one who can offer the boy true solace and companionship. But at home, 
his wife and sons are furious at him and can’t take another minute of his antics. Connie is haunted by 
memories of his troubled childhood, and the worse things are at home, the more attached he gets to the 
fatherless boy. 

When Connie’s wife changes the locks, he finds himself wandering the mean streets of the city in his 
doorman’s uniform, where he encounters unlikely angels who offer him a path toward redemption. 
Cornelius Sky is an elegant picaresque that beautifully captures a city on the edge of ruin, from its richest 
and most privileged heights, to its poorest and most depraved corners.

TIMOTHY BRANDOFF received a BA from Goddard College and an MFA from 
New York University. His fellowships include the Sundance Screenwriters’ Lab, 
the Chesterfield Writer’s Film Project, the Vermont Studio Center, and Yaddo. 
Cornelius Sky was a runner-up for the James Jones First Novel Fellowship. 
Brandoff operates a bus for New York City Transit. 

Akashic controls world rights; PDF available upon request
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Dogtown: The Legend of the Z-Boys
by C.R. Stecyk III and Glen E. Friedman
BOOK DETAILS: 2 July 2019; 256 pages with color & b&w photos throughout; photography/
pop culture/skateboarding

COMP TITLES: Hawk: Occupation: Skateboarder by Tony Hawk; The Concrete Wave: The History of 
Skateboarding by Michael Brooke

HIGHLIGHTS: For the first time, the sport of skateboarding will be included in the 2020 Olym-
pics; the magazine, Juxtapoz, that Stecyk cofounded has over 900,000 followers on Facebook, 
166K followers on Twitter, and 1 million followers on Instagram. There are over 13 million skate-
boarders and this number grows at over 10% per year. This makes skateboarding one of the 

fastest growing sports in the world, overtaking basketball and football.

PRAISE: “[An] amazing collection of images from Friedman, who was a skater and friend of the Z-Boys and managed to be there for a 
ridiculous amount of the important sessions . . .” —SLAP Magazine

FILM TIE-IN: This volume has been described as “the DogTown textbook” and an indispensable companion piece to the award-winning 
Sony Pictures Classics film Dogtown and Z-Boys. The film was narrated by Sean Penn and is still available on DVD and Bue-ray.

Spanning 1975–1985 and beyond, the first section of the book includes the best of the DogTown articles written and photographed 
by C.R. Stecyk III as they originally appeared in SkateBoarder Magazine. The second half compiles hundreds of skate images from the 
archives of Glen E. Friedman—many of which appear in the movie. (Stecyk and Friedman acted as executive producers and advisors 
for the film.) This new edition of the book includes many never-before-seen Friedman photos, along with a new postscript by Stecyk.

Keep Your Eyes Open: The Fugazi Photos
photos by Glen E. Friedman  
introduction by Ian F. Svenonius
BOOK DETAILS: 2 July 2019; 120 pages with color & b&w photos throughout; music/photography

COMP TITLES: This Is the Noise That Keeps Me Awake by Garbage; Hard Art, DC 1979 by L. Perkins

FUGAZI HIGHLIGHTS: Fugazi are one of the most influential bands to come out of the punk 
rock scene; the band have toured in all fifty US states as well as internationally; they have sold 
millions of albums worldwide; Fugazi’s Facebook page has over 275 thousand followers and 

nearly 6,000 followers on Instagram; Discord, the band’s indie record label, has over 45 thousand Instagram followers, over 40 
thousand Facebook followers, and 25 thousand followers on Twitter.

PRAISE: “While most photographers were taking photos of Fugazi, Glen was making photos with us.” —Ian MacKaye, Fugazi

This volume presents the best of Friedman’s unparalleled photographic documentation of Fugazi’s members in almost 200 color 
and black-and-white images captured by Friedman onstage and off between 1986 and Fugazi’s last US concert in 2002.

131 Different Things text by Zachary Lipez 
photos by Nick Zinner (Yeah Yeah Yeahs) 
design by Stacy Wakefield
BOOK DETAILS: 13 Nov. 2018; 248 pgs. with color & b&w photos throughout; fiction/photography

COMP TITLES: Please Take Me off the Guest List by Nick Zinner, Zachary Lipez, & Stacey Wakefield

HIGHLIGHTS: 131 Different Things features photos by Nick Zinner, guitarist for the Grammy- 
nominated band Yeah Yeah Yeahs; Zinner’s band has toured throughout the world and have ap-
peared on the Late Show w/David Letterman, Saturday Night Live, etc.; Zinner’s photos have been 
exhibited in New York, Los Angeles, London, Tokyo, Berlin, and Mexico City. Lipez’s writing has been 
featured in Noisey, Vice, Pitchfork, and Penthouse. Wakefield’s design publications are in several mu-
seum and library collections, including MoMA (NYC), the Whitney, the Tate, and Yale’s Sterling Library.

PRAISE FOR LIPEZ/ZINNER/WAKEFIELD’S PREVIOUS COLLABORATION: “For those who’ve never had the opportunity to par-
ty like a rock star and felt like they were missing out, Please Take Me Off the Guest List may very well smooth over those regrets.” 
—New York Times, T Magazine

Nick Zinner provides the visual framework for this inventive novella with his intimate photography. Known for his essays and 
music writing, Zachary Lipez brings his pithy, multilayered, and self-deprecating voice to this debut work of fiction. The prose 
and photography are tied together beautifully by editor and art director Stacy Wakefield.

Akashic controls world rights on all three photo books; PDFs available upon request.
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Now You See the Sky
a memoir by Catharine H. Murray

This memoir (the first release on best-selling author Ann Hood’s new 
imprint, Gracie Belle) about the fathomless loss of a beloved child 

reveals how tragedy can transform us and make us more fully alive.

BOOK DETAILS: 6 Nov. 2018, 320 pages; memoir

COMP TITLES: Comfort: A Journey Through Grief by Ann Hood; Jesse: A 
Mother’s Story by Marianne Leone.

HIGHLIGHTS: Imprint curator, Ann Hood, will be very involved in promotion. 
As the award-winning, best-selling author of several books (including a 
grief memoir), Hood’s work has been translated into Italian (Fabbri; Tre60), 
Spanish (Booket; Click Ediciones), Portuguese (Topseller), Norwegian 
(Cappelen Damm), Dutch (Archipel), French (City Editions), German (Diana 
Verlag), Serbian (Vulkan izdavaštvo)

PRAISE: “As much a eulogy to Chan as a testament to the joy of life, the 
book is a heartwarming tale of dealing with life-altering loss . . . A tender, 
love-filled story of how one woman dealt with the loss of a young child.”  
—Kirkus Reviews

“Now You See the Sky is singular, as wise and beautiful and elegiac as it is 
specific and in-the-moment . . . There are images in here, gestures of love, 
and its hard conversations, that a reader will remember forever.”  
—Rick Bass, author of For a Little While 

“Powerful! More than an intimate and heartbreaking story of parenting a child with leukemia, Now You 
See the Sky is a lesson in accepting the raw uncertainties of life. Murray gives the reader the gift of her 
hard-won fortitude and compassion to carry as our own.”  
—Melissa Coleman, author of This Life Is in Your Hands

Now You See the Sky is a memoir about love, motherhood, and loss. When Catharine H. Murray travels to 
a small town on the banks of the Mekong River to work at a refugee camp, she falls in love and marries 
a local man with whom she has three sons. When their middle son is diagnosed with cancer at age five, 
their pursuit of a cure takes them from Thailand to Seattle, before they eventually return to Thailand, 
settling on a remote mountaintop. Full of honesty and grace, Now You See the Sky allows the reader to 
witness the fathomless loss of a child and learn how tragedy can transform us, expand our vision, and 
make us more fully alive. 

CATHARINE H. MURRAY lives with her two sons in Portland, Maine, where she 
teaches English to refugees. She has read or led workshops on grief writing at 
Harvard University, Maine Medical Center, Maine State Prison, University of New 
England, and the Hayes Library in Bangkok. 

Now You See the Sky is the debut selection of Ann Hood’s new nonfiction imprint 
with Akashic, GRACIE BELLE. Modeled after her experience writing the best-selling 
memoir Comfort: A Journey Through Grief, and named after her daughter, Grace, 
Hood’s imprint reaffirms for authors and readers that none of us are alone in our 
journeys.

Akashic controls worldwide rights; PDF available upon request
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Party: A Mystery
by Jamaica Kincaid, illustrated by Ricardo Cortés

BOOK DETAILS: 4 June 2019; 32 pages w/full-color illustrations through-
out; fiction picture book; ages 3–7

COMP TITLES: I Want My Hat Back by Jon Klassen; Virginia Wolf by Kyo Maclear/
Isabelle Arsenault; The Bear Who Wasn’t There by Oren Lavie/Wolf Erlbruch

AWARDS: Jamaica Kincaid’s work has received a Guggenheim Award for 
Fiction, an Anisfeld-Wolf Book Award, Prix Femina étranger, a Lannan 
Literary Award for Fiction, and many more; Kincaid was inducted into the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters and the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences. Ricardo Cortés is the illustrator of the #1 New York Times best-

selling gift book for parents, Go the Fuck to Sleep (over two million copies sold worldwide; translated 
into over 30 languages).

Three girls—Pam, Beth, and Sue—attend a party to celebrate the publication of the first of the Nancy 
Drew mystery books. There are many distractions at the fancy affair: flower arrangements, partygoers, 
refreshments, and lots and lots of marble. Suddenly, the oldest girl, Pam, sees what can only be described 
as something truly . . . bilious . . . not good! Beth sees it too. The youngest, Sue, does not, and as usual 
she has a hard time getting anyone to tell her anything. Party: A Mystery is a beautifully drawn adventure 
story that promises questions that will grab children, but does not guarantee an answer. The story’s 
language builds and swings between lyrical and snappy—packing a wallop.

Akashic controls World English rights; PDF available upon request

Liza Jane & the Dragon
by Laura Lippman, illustrated by Kate Samworth

BOOK DETAILS: 2 Oct. 2018; 32 pages w/full-color illustrations throughout; 
fiction picture book; ages 3–7

COMP TITLES: Mortimer by Robert Munsch, Rosie Revere, Engineer by Andrea 
Beaty 

LICENSING DEALS: Croatia (Sandorf)

HIGHLIGHTS: Lippman’s adult novels have been licensed to: the UK, the 
Netherlands, Czech Republic, Spain, Poland, Israel, France, Norway, Germany, 
Russia, Korea, Brazil, Denmark, Romania, Italy, Turkey, Thailand, Japan, Sweden, 
Taiwan, Portugal, China, Indonesia, and Croatia

AWARDS: Lippman’s adult novels have won numerous awards, including the 
Edgar, Anthony, Agatha, Shamus, Nero Wolfe, Gumshow, and Barry awards.

Liza Jane believed she could find better parents. So she fired her mom and dad and hired the first 
applicant who came to the door—what could possibly go wrong? 

And at first everything was fun. The dragon did whatever Liza Jane wanted him to do. But it turned 
out the dragon had only one response to all problems—opening his mouth and belching fire. Suddenly, 
people were scared of Liza Jane. The pizza deliveryman didn’t want to come to her house. No one 
wanted to play with her. And all that fire was very bad for the furniture. 

Could Liza Jane have been wrong about what kind of qualities she wanted in a parent? 

Akashic controls worldwide rights; PDF available upon request
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Go the Fuck to Sleep
by Adam Mansbach; illustrations by Ricardo Cortés

BOOK DETAILS: June 2011; 32 pgs. w/full-color illustrations throughout; 
adult gift book/parenting/humor

COMP TITLES: Baby, Mix Me a Drink by Lisa Brown; Yiddish with Dick 
and Jane by Ellis Weiner

HIGHLIGHTS: Over 2 million copies sold, with tens of thousands of new 
sales yearly, this could be the evergreen title you’re looking for!

LICENSING DEALS (*pls. note that deals that have expired, with 
rights reverting back to Akashic, are listed in red): Afrikaans: Penguin*, 

Australia: Text, Brazil: Sextante*, Catalan: RH Mondadori*, China: ThinKingdom, Croatia: Sandorf, 
Czech Republic: Bionaut*, Denmark: Carlsen*, Estonia: Media Incognito*, Finnish: Into Publishing, 
France: Grasset, Germany: DuMont, Greece: Papadopoulos*, Holland: Leopold*, Hungary: Kossuth/
Ventus Libro, India: Roli, Israel: Modan*, Italy: Mondadori, Jamaican patois: Akashic, Japan: Tatsumi*, 
Korea: Book21*, Latin America & U.S. (Spanish-language): Penguin, Latvia: Media Incognito*, Lithuania: 
Media Incognito*, Norway: Cappelen Damm*, Nynorsk: Cappelen Damm*, Poland: Albatros*, Portugal: 
Arteplural/Grupo Bertrand Circulo*, Russia: Magic Bookroom, Serbia: Booka*, Slovakia: Giftpack, Ltd.*, 
Slovenia: Filargo*, Spain: RH Mondadori (Spain only)*, Sweden: Epix Bokförlag (orig. deal w/Lind & 
Co.), Taiwan: Sun Color*, Turkey: Arkadas Yayinlari*, UK: Canongate, Ukraine: Vydavnytstvo

PRAISE: The #1 New York Times best-selling classic for parents.

“A new Bible for weary parents.” —New York Times

“Incredibly appealing.” —NPR

“A parenting zeitgeist . . . A phenomenon that has stunned the publishing world and may just redefine 
the modern ‘parenting’ market.” —Washington Post

“Delightfully obscene.” —Newsweek

“Nothing has driven home a certain truth about my generation, which is approaching the apex of its 
childbearing years, quite like this deranged book.” —New Yorker

“Perfectly timed, lightly applied touches of profanity are funny. Super funny. It’s especially the case 
when the profanity puts words to common feelings that we aren’t really allowed to own up to. Well, in 
that spirit comes this perfect little picture-book parody.” —Booklist

“Adam Mansbach’s Go the Fuck to Sleep is the most controversial picture book on the shelves. Exhausted 
by his own daughter Vivien’s tedious two-hour bedtime routine, Adam penned a would-be bedtime 
book that speaks the mind of beleaguered parents everywhere and the difficulties of getting your child 
to ‘Go the Fuck to Sleep.’” —In Touch Weekly

GO THE FUCK TO SLEEP is an after-bedtime book for parents who live in the real world, where a 
few snoozing kitties and cutesy rhymes don’t always send a toddler sailing blissfully off to dreamland. 
Profane, affectionate, and radically honest, Adam Mansbach’s verses perfectly capture the familiar—and 
unspoken—tribulations of putting your little angel down for the night. With over 2 million books sold 
worldwide, Go the Fuck to Sleep has topped the best-seller charts at the New York Times, Amazon, 
the Wall Street Journal, Publishers Weekly, and many more since its release in summer 2011.

Akashic controls worldwide rights; PDF available upon request
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Changers 
4-Book YA Series 

by T Cooper and Allison Glock-Cooper
The full set of the highly acclaimed Changers YA series that John Green 

calls “fantastic and poignant.”
COMP TITLES: Every Day by David Levithan; The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky

LICENSING DEALS: Books 1–4: Germany (Kosmos); books 1 & 2 UK (Atom/Little Brown); book 1: Norway 
(Aschehoug), Latin America (Spanish language: Ediciones B)

Changers Book One: Drew
2014; 288 pages; young adult fiction

“A thought-provoking exploration of identity, gender, and sexuality . . . an excellent read for 
any teens questioning their sense of self or gender.” —Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“Changers should appeal to a broad demographic. Teenagers, after all, are the 
world’s leading experts on trying on, and then promptly discarding, new identities.”  
—New York Times Book Review

Changers Book Two: Oryon 
2015; 288 pages; young adult fiction

“This is an excellent sequel . . . This installment raises the stakes, making the story not just 
about physical and emotional transformation, but about survival.” —School Library Journal

“This series is addicting . . . as soon as I started reading I was immersed into the book, unable 
to put it down. . . . The series is just getting better and better.” —I’d So Rather Be Reading

Changers Book Three: Kim 
2016; 296 pages; young adult fiction

“Kim’s voice and the banter between characters are funny, and they feel real. The identity 
and marginalization issues loom large, but instead of being shoehorned into side characters, 
they’re scooped up and taken into a deeper, entertaining, fantastic narrative.”
—Kirkus Reviews

“This series takes the ultimate teen experience—not feeling comfortable in one’s own 
skin—and folds it into a fantastical premise: with each year of high school, a young 
Changer wakes up as an entirely different person . . . This strong entry in the series is a 
good choice for readers looking for books about friendship, identity, and LGBTQ issues.”  
—School Library Journal

Changers Book Four: Forever 
2018, 288 pages; young adult fiction

“The text is admirably anti-racist, anti-sexist, and pro-queer, the latter including a refreshingly 
mellow attitude about bisexuality . . . The suspense is high, the plot is irresistible, and 
contemporary cultural references overflow . . . Fast-paced and wonderfully, forcefully loud 
about privilege.” —Kirkus Reviews

Akashic controls worldwide rights; PDF available upon request
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An Unkindness of Ghosts
a debut science fiction novel by Rivers Solomon
BOOK DETAILS: Oct. 2017, 352 pages, science fiction

COMP TITLES: The Magicians by Lev Grossman, The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern, Station Eleven, Cold 
Magic by Kate Elliot, and The Golden Compass by Philip Pullman.

LICENSING DEALS: France (Editions Aux Forges de Vulcain, Finland (Like), Hungary (Fonix Könyvmuhely)

PRAISE: An NPR Best Book of 2017; a Library Journal Best Book of 2017; Guardian Best Science Fiction/
Fantasy Book of 2017; a Publishers Weekly Best Book of 2017; a Bustle Best Fiction Book of 2017; a Barnes & 
Noble Best Science Fiction & Fantasy title of 2017

Aster has little to offer folks in the way of rebuttal when they call her ogre and freak. She’s used to the names; 
she only wishes there was more truth to them. If she were truly a monster, she’d be powerful enough to tear down the walls around 
her until nothing remains of her world.

Aster lives in the lowdeck slums of the HSS Matilda, a space vessel organized much like the antebellum South. For generations, the 
Matilda has ferried the last of humanity to a mythical Promised Land. On its way, the ship’s leaders have imposed harsh moral re-
strictions and deep indignities on dark-skinned sharecroppers like Aster. Embroiled in a grudge with a brutal overseer, Aster learns 
there may be a way to improve her lot—if she’s willing to sow the seeds of civil war.

Akashic controls world rights, excluding where already licensed (see above); PDF available upon request.

Praise Song for the Butterflies
a novel by Bernice L. McFadden
BOOK DETAILS: 28 August 2018, 224 pages; literary fiction

COMP TITLES: Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi, All Our Names by Dinaw Mengestu, Under the Udala Trees by 
Chinelo Okparanta, and Land of Love and Drowning by Tiphanie Yanique

LICENSING DEALS: Praise Song for the Butterflies: UK (Jacaranda); The Book of Harlan: UK (Jacaranda), 
Greece (Kleidarithmos); Gathering of Waters: France (Joelle Losfeld/Gallimard), Taiwan (Amygdala/
Walkers Culture)

AWARDS: The Book of Harlan: American Book Award, NAACP Image Award, finalist for the Hurston/
Wright Legacy Award. 

FILM INTEREST: The Book of Harlan is currently being developed as a feature film by Mark Tonderai/Shona Films.

Abebe Tsikata lives a comfortable, happy life in West Africa as the privileged nine-year-old daughter of a government employee 
and stay-at-home mother. But when the Tsikatas’ idyllic lifestyle takes a turn for the worse, Abebe’s father, following his mother’s 
advice, places her in a religious shrine, hoping that the sacrifice of his daughter will serve as religious atonement for the crimes 
of his ancestors. Unspeakable acts befall Abebe for the fifteen years she is enslaved within the shrine. When she is finally res-
cued, broken and battered, she must struggle to overcome her past, endure the revelation of family secrets, and learn to trust 
and love again. In the tradition of Chris Cleave’s Little Bee, Praise Song for the Butterflies is a contemporary story that offers an 
educational, eye-opening account into the practice of ritual servitude in West Africa. Spanning decades and two continents, Praise 
Song for the Butterflies will break and heal your heart.

Akashic controls world rights, excluding UK Commonwealth & Ireland; PDF available upon request.

Bivouac a novel by Kwame Dawes
BOOK DETAILS: April 2019; 200 pages; literary fiction

COMP TITLES: A Brief History of Seven Killings by Marlon James; Augustown by Kei Miller

AWARDS: She’s Gone: Hurston/Wright Legacy Award for Best First Novel; LiveHopeLove.com: Emmy 
Award; and Guggenheim Fellowship for Poetry; numerous poetry awards

When his father dies in suspicious circumstances, Ferron Morgan’s trauma is increased by the conflict within 
his family and his father’s friends over whether the death is the result of medical negligence or a political 
assassination. 

Akashic controls world rights, excluding UK Commonwealth & Ireland; PDF available upon request.
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INTERNATIONAL ACQUISITIONS

o Africa: Cassava Republic: Lagos

o Argentina (Spanish): PRH: Buenos Aires 

o Australia: Xoum: Sydney

o Brazil: Casa da Palavra: Rio, USA, London, Paris, São 
Paulo

o Canada (French): Guy St.-Jean: Montreal

o Croatia: Durieux: Barcelona, Dublin, Istanbul, Rome, 
Stockholm, USA, Zagreb

o Czech Republic: Paseka: Prague

o Denmark: People’s Press: Brooklyn, Copenhagen 

o Finland: Like: Helsinki, London 

o France: Asphalte Éditions: Barcelona, Beirut, 
Brooklyn, Brussels, Buenos Aires, D.C., Delhi,  
Haiti, Havana, London, Los Angeles, Marseille, Mexico 
City, Paris, Paris 2: The Suburbs, Rome

o France: Rivages: Boston

o Germany: CulturBooks: Berlin, Paris, USA

o Greece: Fantastikos Kosmos: Brooklyn, Istanbul

o Hong Kong: Blacksmith (English): Hong Kong

o India: HarperCollins: Delhi, Mumbai

o Iraq: Alca: Baghdad, Beirut, Marrakech, Pittsburgh

o Ireland: Brandon/Mt. Eagle: Dublin

o Israel: Kinneret: Jerusalem, Tel Aviv

o Italy: Alet: Brooklyn, D.C., Havana, Los Angeles, London, 
San Francisco, & Wall Street 

o Italy: Metropoli d’Asia: Delhi 

o Italy: RCS-Fabbri: USA Noir

o Japan: Futami: Manhattan

o Korea: Eyes & Heart: Brooklyn

o Malaysia: Buku Fixi: Tel Aviv

o Mexico: Oceano: USA

o Mexico: Random House: Mexico City, Los Angeles

o Netherlands: Ambo Anthos: Amsterdam Noir

o Philippines: Anvil: Manila

o Poland: Claroscuro: Barcelona, Belfast, Brussels, Mexico 
City, Moscow, Prague, Singapore, Stockholm, St. Pe-
tersburg, Tel Aviv, Venice, USA

o Russia: Arabesque: London, Los Angeles 

o Russia: Eksom: Moscow

o Russia: Atticus-Azbooka: St. Petersburg

o Serbia: Belgrade, USA, Dublin, Istanbul, St. Petersburg

o Singapore: Monsoon Press: Singapore

o Spain: Edhasa: Barcelona

o Spain: Maresia: Rio

o Spanish (Mexico): Penguin Random House: Buenos 
Aires

o Sweden: Bokfabriken: Stockholm

o Turkey: Everest: Brooklyn, Istanbul, London, Manhattan

o Turkey: Soyka Yayinlar: Beirut

o UK: Serpent’s Tail: London 

o UK: Cassava Republic: Lagos

THERE ARE OVER 80 IN-PRINT TITLES. ASK US FOR THE COMPLETE LIST.

Launched in 2004 with Brooklyn Noir, the award-winning Akashic Noir Series features original noir 
anthologies with each volume comprised of all new stories, each one set in a distinct neighborhood or 
location within the respective city or locale. The series includes best-selling authors like Dennis Lehane, 
Michael Connelly, and Joyce Carol Oates, as well as new, rising stars. With over 70 titles now available, 
many of our international partners are finding success by publishing volumes local to their publishing 
house alongside a selection of existing titles. Recently added titles include Amsterdam Noir, Hong 
Kong Noir, Berlin Noir, and Sydney Noir. Forthcoming titles include Nairobi Noir, Belgrade Noir, etc.
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BRAZIL
LAURA & JOÃO PAULO RIFF, RIFF AGENCY 

AV. CALÓGERAS 6, SALA 1007 
20030-070 RIO DE JANEIRO, RJ–BRASIL 

TEL: 55-21-22876299, FAX: 55-21-22676393 
E-MAILS: LAURA@AGENCIARIFF.COM.BR,  

JOAOPAULO@AGENCIARIFF.COM.BR

CHINA & TAIWAN
GRAY TAN, THE GRAYHAWK AGENCY 

5F, NO.109-7, SEC.3, XINYI RD. 
TAIPEI, 10658, TAIWAN 

TEL: 886-2-27059321, FAX: 886-2-27059610 
E-MAIL: GRAYHAWK@GRAYHAWK-AGENCY.COM 

CROATIA
IVAN SRSEN, SANDORF PUBLISHING 

SEVERINSKA 30 
10110 ZAGREB, CROATIA 

TEL: 886-2-27059321, FAX: 886-2-27059610 
E-MAIL: IVAN.SRSEN@SANDORF.HR 

CZECH REPUBLIC (childrens & YA only)
TEREZA PARIZKOVA, TWINKLE BOOKS AGENCY 

PEKARSKA 490/11 
779 00 OLOMOUC, CZECH REPUBLIC 

TEL: 420-775-184-493 
E-MAIL: TEREZA@TWINKLEBOOKSAGENCY.COM

FRANCE
VANESSA KLING, LA NOUVELLE AGENCE 

7, RUE CORNEILLE 
75006 PARIS, FRANCE 

TEL: 33-1-43-25-85-60; FAX: 33-1-43-25-47-98 
E-MAIL: VANESSA@LANOUVELLEAGENCE.FR

GERMANY
RONIT ZAFRAN, MOHRBOOKS LITERARY AGENCY 

SEEFELDSTR. 303 
8008 ZURICH, SWITZERLAND 

TEL: 41-43-244-86-22, FAX: 41-43-244-86-27 
E-MAIL: RONIT.ZAFRAN@MOHRBOOKS.COM

GREECE
ELIZABETH SPANTIDAKI, THE BOOK PROJECT AGENCY 

13 PLATONOS STR, 16675, ATHENS, GREECE 
ATHENS TEL: 30 6942595583 / DUBLIN TEL: 353 83 804 3888 

EMAIL: ELIZABETH@THEBOOKPROJECTAGENCY.COM

HUNGARY
NORBERT UZSEKA, LEX COPYRIGHT OFFICE 
SZEMERE U. 21, 1054 BUDAPEST, HUNGARY 

TEL: 36-1-332-9340, FAX: 36-1-331-6181 
EMAIL: LEXCOPY@LEXCOPYRIGHT.HU

ISRAEL
EFRAT LEV, DEBORAH HARRIS AGENCY 

P.O. BOX 8528, 91083 JERUSALEM, ISRAEL  
TEL: 972-2-5633237, FAX: 972-2-5618711 

E-MAIL: EFRAT@THEDEBORAHHARRISAGENCY.COM

ITALY
MAURA SOLINAS, PIERGIORGIO NICOLAZZINI LIT. AGENCY 

VIA G.B. MORONI, 22, 20146 MILANO, ITALY 
TEL: 39-02-487-13365, FAX: 39-02 487-13365 

E-MAIL: MAURA.SOLINAS@PNLA.IT 

JAPAN
MIKO YAMANOUCHI, JAPAN UNI AGENCY 

TOKYODO JINBOCHO NO. 2 BLDG., 5F, 
1-27, KANDA JINBOCHO, CHIYODA-KU 

TOKYO 101-0051, JAPAN 
TEL: 81-3-3295-0301, FAX: 81-3-3294-5173 

E-MAIL: MIKO.YAMANOUCHI@JAPANUNI.CO.JP 

KOREA
SUJIN LENA PARK, AMO AGENCY 

SK LEADERS VIEW NAMSAN, APT #WILLOW 2003 
TEOGYEORO 72 (HOEHYUNDONG1GA 206), JUNGGU, 

 SEOUL, 100-051, SOUTH KOREA 
TEL: 82-2-322-4160, FAX: 82-2-322-4170 

E-MAIL: LENA.AMOAGENCY@GMAIL.COM

LATIN AMERICA
ANDREA MONTEJO, INDENT LITERARY AGENCY 

66 WEST BROADWAY, SUITE 306  
NEW YORK, NY 10007 

TEL: 646-918-7010, FAX: 347-581-9610 
E-MAIL: ANDREA.MONTEJO@GMAIL.COM

NETHERLANDS
WAMPE de VEER, BLACKBIRD LITERARY AGENCY 

PIETER DE HOOGHLAAN 27  
3741 RL BAARN, THE NETHERLANDS 

TEL: 31 625129599 
E-MAIL: B.LIT.AGENCY@GMAIL.COM

POLAND
TOMASZ BEREZINSKI, GRAAL LITERARY AGENCY 

PRUSZKOWSKA 29/252 
PL 02-119 WARSZAWA, POLAND 

TEL: 48-22-8952000, FAX: 48-22-8952001 
EMAIL: TOMASZ.BEREZINSKI@GRAAL.COM.PL

SCANDINAVIA & ICELAND
LINA HAMMARLING, ULF TÖREGÅRD AGENCY AB 

MEYERS PLAN 5 
S-374 33 KARLSHAMN, SWEDEN 

TEL: 46-454-84340, FAX: 46-708-123-561 
EMAIL: LINA@TOREGARDAGENCY.SE

SPAIN, PORTUGAL, & CATALAN
TERESA VILARRUBLA THE FOREIGN OFFICE 

C/ ROSSELLÓ 104, ENTL 2A  
08029 BARCELONA, SPAIN 

TEL: 34-93-321-4290 
EMAIL: TERESA@THEFOREIGNOFFICE.NET

TURKEY 
CANSU CANSEVEN, ANATOLIALIT AGENCY 

CAFERAGA MAHALLESI, GUNESLI BAHCE SOK. 
NO:48 OR.KO APT., B BLOK D:4 

34710 KADIKOY- ISTANBUL, TURKEY 
TEL: 90-216-700-1088, FAX: 90-216-700-1089  

E-MAIL: CANSU@ANATOLIALIT.COM

ALL OTHER TERRITORIES
JOHANNA INGALLS, AKASHIC BOOKS WEST CORK 

DERREENNACLOGH, BALLYDEHOB, CO. CORK, IRELAND 
TEL: +353 (0) 87 173 3754 

E-MAIL: JOHANNA@AKASHICBOOKS.COM


