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Heart Berries 
A Memoir 
By Terese Marie Mailhot 
 
Rights retained: World 
Paperback Publication: April 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English), Bloomsbury 
(UK/Commonwealth), Doubleday (Canadian), Marchand 
de Feuilles (French Canadian), Planeta Mexico (Spanish), 
Iryoil Books (Korean) 
Genre: Memoir | 160 pages 
 
— A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER — 
A New York Times Editors’ Choice  
A Barnes & Noble Discover Great New Writers Selection  
An Emma Watson Book Club selection  
 
 “Heart Berries by Terese Mailhot is an astounding memoir in essays . . . What Mailhot has 
accomplished in this exquisite book is brilliance both raw and refined, testament.” —Roxane Gay, 
author of Hunger 
 
“Perhaps, because this author so generously allows us to be her witness, we are somehow able to 
see ourselves more clearly and become better witnesses to ourselves.” ―Emma Watson, official 
March/April selection for Our Shared Shelf  
 
Guileless and refreshingly honest, Heart Berries chronicles the author’s struggle to balance the 
beauty of her Native heritage with the often desperate and chaotic reality of life on the 
reservation. 
 
A powerful, poetic debut memoir of a woman’s coming of age on an Indian reservation, Heart 
Berries is Terese Marie Mailhot’s story of how she survived a profoundly dysfunctional upbringing 
only to find herself hospitalized and facing a dual diagnosis of post-traumatic stress disorder and 
bipolar II; Mailhot is given a notebook and begins to write her way out of trauma. The triumphant 
result is this memorial for Mailhot’s mother, a social worker and activist who had a thing for 
prisoners; a story of reconciliation with her father, an abusive drunk and a brilliant artist who was 
murdered under mysterious circumstances; and an elegy on how hard it is to love someone while 
dragging the long shadows of shame.  
 
TERESE MARIE MAILHOT is from Seabird Island Band. She graduated with an MFA from the 
Institute of American Indian Arts. Her work appears in West Branch, Guernica, Pacific Standard, 
Elle, Medium, BuzzFeed, and the Los Angeles Times.  
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All You Can Ever Know 
A Memoir 
By Nicole Chung  
 
Rights retained: World 
Paperback Publication: October 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Catapult (US/English), Querido (Dutch), 
Eksmo (Russian) 
Genre: Memoir | 240 pages 
 
— Finalist for the 2018 National Book Critics Circle 
Award for Autobiography — 
— Long-listed for PEN Open Book Award — 
— Named One of the Best Books of the Year by Time, 
The Washington Post, Real Simple, BuzzFeed, Bustle, 
NPR, The Boston Globe, Library Journal, Jezebel, Thrillist, Chicago Review of Books, and 
Newsday — 
— A Barnes & Noble Discover Great New Writers Selection, Junior Library Guild Selection, 
and American Booksellers Association Indie Next Pick — 
 
“All You Can Ever Know is full of insights on race, motherhood, and family of all kinds, but what 
sets it apart is the compassion Chung brings to every facet of her search for identity and every 
person portrayed in these pages. This book should be required reading for anyone who has ever had, 
wanted, or found a family—which is to say, everyone.” —Celeste Ng, author of Little Fires 
Everywhere 
 
“All You Can Ever Know honors the grand complexity of love, family, and identity, while showing 
us how these things can save us and break us with devastating clarity and beauty.” —Isaac 
Fitzgerald, NBC’s Today  
 
What does it mean to lose your roots―within your culture, within your family―and what 
happens when you find them?  
 
With warmth, candor, and startling insight, Nicole Chung tells of her search for the people who 
gave her up for adoption, which coincided with the birth of her own child. All You Can Ever Know 
is a profound, moving chronicle of surprising connections and the repercussions of unearthing 
painful family secrets—vital reading for anyone who has ever struggled to figure out where they 
belong.  
 
Debut author NICOLE CHUNG writes for The New York Times, GQ, Longreads, BuzzFeed, and 
Shondaland, among other publications. She is Catapult magazine’s editor in chief and former 
managing editor of The Toast.  
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The Big Book of the Dead 
By Marion Winik 
 
Rights retained: World 
Paperback Publication: September 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Genre: Memoir | 288 pages 
 
— Praise for The Baltimore Book of the Dead — 
 
“An affecting collection of brief, incisive portraits of 
departed figures both public and private.” —People  
 
“A welcome salve to all of us, and encouragement to 
honor the people we’ve lost who are forever with us.” 
—Oprah.com  
 
“Every observation is a marvel, every sentence a 
heartbreak or a revelation of joy.” —Ann Patchett, 
author of Commonwealth  
 
“Spending time with dead people might make you wonder: Do I want to take this trip? You do, 
when Winik is telling the stories, two-page hits that read like flash nonfiction, highlight reels of 
what these people have meant to her, and sometimes to American culture, over the past 60 years.” 
—Nancy Rommelmann, Newsday  
 
The first-ever combined edition of Marion Winik’s short, acclaimed, lyrical obituaries; 
writers from Cheryl Strayed to Ann Patchett have claimed these books among their favorites 
of all time.  
 
Marion Wink is esteemed for bringing humor and wit to that most unavoidable of subjects: death. 
At last, Winik’s critically acclaimed cult favorites, The Glen Rock Book of the Dead and The 
Baltimore Book of the Dead, have been carefully combined in their proper order, revealing more 
clearly than ever before the character hidden throughout these stories: Winik herself.  
 
MARION WINIK is the author of First Comes Love and ten other books. She writes the Bohemian 
Rhapsody column at BaltimoreFishbowl.com, and is the host of Baltimore WYPR’s The Weekly 
Reader. She reviews books for Newsday, People, and Kirkus Reviews and teaches in the MFA 
program at the University of Baltimore. 
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Eat Joy 
Stories & Comfort Food from 31 
Celebrated Writers 
Edited by Natalie Eve Garrett  
Illustrated by Meryl Rowin 
With contributions from Chimamanda 
Ngozi Adichie, Anthony Doerr, Colum 
McCann, Lev Grossman, Carmen Maria 
Machado, and many more 
 
Rights retained: World 
Publication: October 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Catapult (US/English) 
Genre: Essays | 176 pages 
 
“Food is personal and political; it’s essential but can 
be luxurious. Food is art; it’s family—it’s how we care for each other and know who we are. In this 
spellbinding book, some of our most crucial writers bring us much-needed sustenance, intellectual 
and physical. This book is a gift.” —Michelle Tea, author of How to Grow Up 
 
An illustrated anthology of essays about the comfort foods—and recipes—that helped writers 
survive painful times in their lives.  
 
Lev Grossman explains how he survived on “sweet, sour, spicy, salty, unabashedly gluey” General 
Tso’s tofu after his divorce. Carmen Maria Machado describes learning to care for herself during 
her confusing young adulthood, beginning with nearly setting her kitchen on fire. Claire Messud 
tries to understand how her mother gave up dreams of being a lawyer to make “a dressed salad of 
tiny shrimp and avocado, followed by prune-stuffed pork tenderloin, served with buttered egg 
noodles” for her family. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie remembers a childhood friend—who later 
died as a soldier in Sierra Leone—with a pot of fragrant jollof rice. What makes each tale so 
moving is not only the deeply personal revelations from celebrated writers, but also the compassion 
and healing behind the story: the taste of hope.  
 
NATALIE EVE GARRETT is an artist and writer, and the editor of The Artists’ and Writers’ 
Cookbook: A Collection of Stories with Recipes. MERYL ROWIN is an illustrator whose work has 
been commissioned by The New York Times, Travel + Leisure, and other publications.  
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Pets 
An Anthology 
Edited by Jordan Castro  
 
Rights retained: World 
Publication: September 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Soft Skull (US/English) 
Genre: Essays | 256 pages with B&W 
illustrations throughout 
 
Joining legends like Ann Beattie with cult 
figures like Scott McClanahan, Pets is a one-
of-a-kind anthology of writing and art about pets of all shapes and sizes.  
 
From Sarah Manguso’s emotional farewell to a beloved cat to Scott McClanahan’s ode to an 
unmissed evil chihuahua, from Ann Beattie’s surprising attachment to a stuffed dog to Blake 
Butler’s enduring connection to his pet chickens, these essays are by turns unexpected, loving, 
vengeful, hilarious, and unforgettable.  
 
In the vein of Eileen Myles’s Afterglow, Pets brings together writing from exciting literary voices 
with one of the most universally connecting topics: animals, and the intense bonds we create with 
them.  
 
Pets is addictively readable and is by turns riotously funny and emotionally poignant; it includes 
stories not just about dogs and cats (though there are plenty of those) but also about tortoises, 
chickens, parakeets, horses, hamsters, and more. 
 
With essays and illustrations by Ryūnosuke Akutagawa, Ann Beattie, Raegan Bird, Blake Butler, 
Michael W. Clune, CAConrad, Patty Yumi Cottrell, Annie DeWitt, Chelsea Hodson, Mark Leidner, 
Tao Lin, Sarah Manguso, Chelsea Martin, Scott McClanahan, Precious Okoyomon, Sam Pink, 
Nicolette Polek, Kathryn Scanlan, Christine Schutt, and Mallory Whitten.  
 
JORDAN CASTRO is the editor of New York Tyrant magazine and the author of two poetry 
books. His writing has appeared in Tin House, Muumuu House, Juked, New World Writing, Hobart, 
and other publications, and has been anthologized in four different countries. He is from Cleveland, 
Ohio. 
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Generation Citizen 
The Power of Youth in Our Politics 
By Scott Warren  
 
Rights retained: World 
Publication: March 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Genre: Political Science | 384 pages 
 
Championing the activism of young people around the 
world, Generation Citizen is an empowering reminder 
of the positive power of politics, and an inspiring, 
actionable guide for anyone ready to fight for 
democracy. 
 
It is young people who have always been the vanguard of 
political change, and right now, around the world, there is a new energy in the air, and young people 
are taking the lead. They are demanding a better future and wielding their votes on the brink of 
adulthood. Generation Citizen, an organization dedicated to empowering youth through revitalizing 
civics education, began in 2009 during CEO and cofounder Scott Warren’s senior year of 
university. Here he details his international upbringing and political awakening, and he offers a 
practical guide, providing concrete steps to jumpstart an engagement with politics. Through 
interviews with students and historical portraits of young people who have enacted great political 
change, Generation Citizen shows that time and again, it is the young who lead the way. 
 
SCOTT WARREN is the cofounder and the chief executive officer of Generation Citizen. He has 
been named an Echoing Green Fellow, a Draper Richards Kaplan Fellow, and a Forbes 30 under 30 
for Social Entrepreneurship. He has also been a Social Entrepreneur in Residence at Brown 
University, and a Social Entrepreneur in Residence at Tufts University. He is currently a 
Democracy Fellow at Brown University. Visit www.GenerationCitizen.org. 
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Wasteland 
The Great War and the Origins of 
Modern Horror 
By W. Scott Poole 
 
Rights retained: World 
Paperback Publication: October 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Genre: History | 224 pages 
 
The Washington Post, One of the Best Books to Take 
You Off the Beaten Track 
 
Unbound Worlds, One of the Best Sci-Fi and Fantasy 
Books of October 2018 
 
“Wasteland, W. Scott Poole’s exploration of some of the Great War’s consequences for popular art, 
is fully attuned to the conflict’s devastating psychological impact . . . Highly persuasive . . . Poole’s 
general conclusions about World War I’s transformation into art, and the process of psychological 
displacement that accompanied it, are incontestable.” —D. J. Taylor, The Wall Street Journal 
 
Historian and Bram Stoker Award nominee W. Scott Poole traces the confluence of history, 
technology, and art that gave us modern horror films and literature. 
 
From Nosferatu to Frankenstein’s monster and the Wolf Man, from Fritz Lang, F. W. Murnau, and 
Albin Grau to Tod Browning and James Whale, the touchstones of horror can all trace their roots to 
the bloodshed of the First World War. Historian W. Scott Poole chronicles these major figures and 
the many movements they influenced. Wasteland reveals how bloody battlefields, the fear of the 
corpse, and a growing darkness made their way into the deepest corners of our psyche. 
 
W. SCOTT POOLE is a professor of history at the College of Charleston, and he teaches and 
writes about horror and popular culture. His past books include the award-winning Monsters in 
America and the biography Vampira: Dark Goddess of Horror. He is a Bram Stoker Award 
nominee for his critically acclaimed biography of H. P. Lovecraft, In the Mountains of Madness. 
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The Time Has Come  
Why Men Must Join the Gender 
Equality Revolution 
By Michael Kaufman 
 
Rights retained: World 
Publication: January 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English), House of 
Anansi (Canadian), XYZ (French), Bada (Korean) 
Genre: Social Science / Activism | 272 pages 
 
“A longtime gender equality activist and masculinity 
studies scholar argues that women are not the only 
victims of patriarchy . . . A rousing vision, though . . . 
Inclusive and timely arguments.” ―Kirkus Reviews  
 
“Through personal stories, insights gleaned from 
decades of working to end gender-based violence, and practical advice for those men ready to step 
up to the plate, Kaufman has produced a special book. It will be an important guide to the many 
men now seeking ways to stop violence against women, to create a more nurturing and loving 
culture for all.” ―Judy Norsigian, cofounder of Our Bodies Ourselves  
 
Like Sheryl Sandberg’s Lean In, The Time Has Come offers a plainspoken and forthright look 
at why and how men need to actively fight for gender equality. 
 
As the cofounder of the White Ribbon Campaign, the largest movement in the world of men 
seeking to end violence against women, Michael Kaufman is an authority on the subject of gender 
equality. He explores how a culture based on toxic masculinity hurts both women and men (and 
their children); how men can become better allies in smashing the patriarchy; and how real gender 
equality creates advancements in both the workplace and the global economy. 
 
MICHAEL KAUFMAN has worked in fifty countries with the United Nations, numerous 
governments, NGOs, and businesses. He is the sole male member of the G7 Gender Equality 
Advisory Council created by Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and cochaired by Melinda 
Gates. Kaufman has written eight books on gender issues, democracy, and development, including 
The Guy’s Guide to Feminism. 
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Merely Players 
Life as Performance in the Age of  
Self-Consciousness 
By David Zweig 
 
Rights retained: World (excluding South Korea) 
Publication: June 2020 
Available: Manuscript due summer 2019 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Publishers of Invisibles: Penguin (US/English), Publica 
(Romanian), Egea (Italian), Cite (Chinese), Alta Books 
(Brazil/Portuguese)  
Genre: Social Science  
 
— Praise for Invisibles — 
 
“It’s a refreshing point of view, written with the precision and detail of the magazine fact checker 
Mr. Zweig used to be.” —The Wall Street Journal 
 
“An encouraging salute to the world behind the scenes, where the ‘Invisibles’ allow the show to go 
on. Journalist Zweig suggests, with considerable merit, that, in our culture of wanting it all, we have 
forgotten the hard work of getting there . . . In Zweig’s fascinating world, the limelight doesn’t hold 
a candle to the satisfaction of hard work well done.” —Kirkus Reviews 
 
In an era of rampant social media, media silos, and constant influx of media, what is 
happening to our sense of self? Are we really losing our soul to social media? 
  
In this probing cultural critique, David Zweig explores the fine line between a healthy sense of self-
awareness and a more insidiously consuming sense of self-consciousness. Arguing that in our 
unprecedented age of mediated environments, we are being pushed into extreme states of the latter, 
Zweig traces the technological, philosophical, and cultural influences and trends that have produced 
a world in which we increasingly orient the lenses, screens, and eyes of the world onto ourselves, 
with some of us falling so far down the rabbit hole that we experience the phenomenon of 
depersonalization—where the individual exists at a remove from oneself, a third party directing a 
player on life’s stage. Merely Players is a fascinating synthesis of our modern moment, and a 
provocative questioning of the ways in which we might navigate a world of digital intermediaries so 
as not to miss the very world they were designed to capture. 

DAVID ZWEIG is a writer, lecturer, and musician based in New York City. Invisibles, his first 
nonfiction book, generated press around the world, with translation rights sold in Asia, Europe, and 
South America. He has written for The Atlantic, The New York Times, and The Wall Street Journal, 
among other publications. 
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Indecent Advances 
A Hidden History of True Crime and 
Prejudice Before Stonewall 
By James Polchin 
 
Rights retained: World 
Publication: June 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English), Icon (UK) 
Genre: History | 256 pages 
 
“Looking at gay life through this novel lens offers an 
entirely fresh take on what previous generations 
endured. Like the best true crime stories, Indecent 
Advances is both brutal to read and impossible to put 
down.” ––Wayne Hoffman, author of An Older Man 
 
A skillful hybrid of true crime and social history 
that examines the relationship between the media and popular culture in the portrayal of 
crimes against gay men in the decades before Stonewall. 
 
In this debut work, cultural critic and professor at New York University, James Polchin provides an 
important look at how violence against gay men was portrayed in popular culture, the media, and 
the psychological profession, depicting victims of horrendous crimes as its perpetrators until 
political activism brought violence against gay men out of the shadows. He traces how the murder 
of men by other men was depicted in the press from the end of World War I, when the return of 
damaged men and social dislocation were destabilizing traditional gender norms; through World 
War II and the Cold War, when gay men were seen as a danger on the home front; to the Stonewall 
era when gay men came to be seen as a class both historically victimized and increasingly visible. A 
cast of noted public figures—like J. Edgar Hoover, Alfred Kinsey, Jack Kerouac, William 
Burroughs, Patricia Highsmith, James Baldwin, and Gore Vidal—is threaded through this complex 
subject.  
 
JAMES POLCHIN, PhD, has taught at the Princeton Writing Program, the Parsons School of 
Design, the New School for Public Engagement, and the Creative Nonfiction Foundation. A clinical 
professor at New York University, he lives in New York City with his husband, the photographer 
Greg Salvatori. Indecent Advances is his first book. 
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Radical Ritual 
How Burning Man Changed the World 
By Neil Shister 
 
Rights retained: World 
Publication: July 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Genre: Social Science | 256 pages 
 
“Neil Shister’s book skillfully traces the evolution of 
Burning Man and provides rare insights into how this 
cultural phenomenon is changing the world.”  
—Michael Mikel, founding board member of the 
Burning Man Project 
 
A captivating history of the Burning Man Festival 
proposing that what Florence was to the 
Renaissance, Black Rock City is to an unfolding 
cultural epoch that remains to be named. 

 
It started with a scrap wood bonfire on a San Francisco beach in 1986, and today it’s a weeklong 
extravaganza in the Nevada desert for over 80,000. For six days in late August, “Black Rock City” 
exists as a self-sustaining community, and then, on the seventh day, the residents of the temporary 
community break camp, taking care to “leave no trace.” Written from Neil Shister’s perspective as a 
five-time participant, journalist, and student of American culture, Radical Ritual presents Burning 
Man as vitally, historically important, a significant player in the avant-garde, forging new social 
paradigms as liberal democracy unravels. In a wonderful mix of narrative storytelling and reportage, 
Radical Ritual discusses how Burning Man has impacted not only the art and music worlds, but also 
disaster relief, urban renewal, the utilization of renewable energy, and even the corporate 
governance of Google. 
 
NEIL SHISTER has been a correspondent with Time, television critic for The Miami Herald, and 
editor of Atlanta Magazine. He’s taught at Hampshire College, Boston University, and George 
Washington University. He was a Peace Corps Volunteer in the Ivory Coast. 
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Think Little  

Essays 
By Wendell Berry  
 
Rights retained: World  
Publication: November 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Genre: Essays | 128 pages 
 
“America’s greatest philosopher on sustainable life 
and living.” —John Warner, Chicago Tribune 
 
“In writing about the fate of the natural world, Berry 
is a prophet of the domestic.” —Dean Kuipers,  
Los Angeles Review of Books  
 
“Berry’s writings are timelier than ever.” 
 —Laura Garmeson, Financial Times 
 
Think Little is cultural critic and agrarian Wendell Berry at his best: prescient about the dire 
environmental consequences of our mentality of greed and exploitation, yet hopeful that we 
will recognize war and oppression and pollution not as separate issues, but aspects of the 
same.  
 
As part of our new Counterpoints series, we have gathered Wendell Berry’s 1972 essay “Think 
Little” together with one of his most popular and personal essays, “A Native Hill.” This gentle 
essay of recollection is told alongside a poetic lesson in geography, as he explains at length and in 
detail, that “what [he] stands for is what he stands on.” Many of us can identify with him as he 
suggests, “Sometimes I can no longer think in the house or in the garden or in cleared fields. They 
bear too much resemblance to our failed human history—failed, because it has led to this human 
present that is such a bitterness and a trial. And so I go to the woods.” 

WENDELL BERRY is an essayist, novelist, and poet, and has been honored with the T. S. Eliot 
Award, the Aiken Taylor Award for poetry, the John Hay Award of the Orion Society, and the 
Richard C. Holbrooke Distinguished Achievement Award of the Dayton Literary Peace Prize, 
among other honors. In 2010, he was awarded the National Humanities Medal by Barack Obama, 
and in 2016 he received the Ivan Sandrof Lifetime Achievement Award from the National Book 
Critics Circle. His work is published in the UK, Spain, Italy, Korea, Germany France, Japan, 
Sweden and India.  
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Good, Wild, Sacred 
Essays 
By Gary Snyder 
 
Right retained: World 
Publication: November 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Genre: Essays | 128 pages 
 
“Snyder’s is a wise voice crying out on behalf of the 
wilderness with an authority and eloquence that’s not 
been heard in our literature since Thoreau.” —San 
Francisco Chronicle 
 
“Snyder is an encyclopedia of things both natural and 
artificial: what they are, how they were made, what 
they are used for, how they work.” —Eliot 
Weinberger, The Paris Review 
 
A wonderful introduction to Gary Snyder, this will also serve to remind his faithful readers of 
the thrill of his insights and his commitment to ideals crucial to our future on Turtle Island. 
 
As part of our new Counterpoints series, two beautifully paired essays, “Good, Wild, Sacred” and 
“Tawny Grammar,” serve to offer an autobiographical framework for Gary Snyder’s long work as a 
poet, an environmentalist, and a leader of the Buddhist community. He begins standing outside a 
community hall in Portland, Oregon, in 1943, and concludes as a homesteader in the backcountry of 
Northern California more than forty-five years later. Through these beautifully told memories, we 
can see as Snyder’s mind confronts the influences and methods that helped him become one of the 
foundational writers of his generation.  
 
GARY SNYDER is the author of sixteen collections of poetry and prose. Since 1970, he has lived 
in the watershed of the South Yuba River in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada. Winner of the 
Pulitzer Prize in 1975, Snyder has also been awarded the Bollingen Prize for Poetry and the Robert 
Kirsch Award for lifetime achievement. His 1992 collection, No Nature, was a National Book 
Award finalist, and in 2008 he received the Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize. Snyder is a poet, 
environmentalist, educator, and Zen Buddhist. 
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Solid Seasons 
The Friendship of Henry David Thoreau and 
Ralph Waldo Emerson 
By Jeffrey S. Cramer 
 
Rights retained: World 
Publication: April 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Genre: Literature/Biography | 320 pages 
 
“Cramer (The Quotable Thoreau) intelligently examines 
the bond between two famous authors in an admirable 
volume that mixes biography with selections of their 
writing . . . The words offer inquisitive readers 
encouragement to refresh their acquaintance with Emerson 
and Thoreau through this ‘new view of an old story.’”  
—Publishers Weekly 
 
“Editor of many works by Emerson and Thoreau and curator of collections at the Walden Woods 
Project’s Thoreau Institute, Cramer brings both authority and sensitivity to his biographical 
overview and to a judicious selection of excerpts from the men’s prolific writings . . . A deeply 
sympathetic dual biography.” —Kirkus Reviews 
 
A thoughtfully researched, movingly presented dual biography of two iconic writers, each 
trying to find the ideal friend with whom they could share their journey through our 
imperfect world. 
 
Any biography that concentrates on either Henry David Thoreau or Ralph Waldo Emerson tends to 
diminish the other figure, but in Solid Seasons both men remain central and equal. Through several 
decades of writing, friendship remained a primary theme for them both. Collecting extracts from the 
letters and journals of both men, as well as words written about them by their contemporaries, 
Jeffrey S. Cramer beautifully illustrates the full nature of their twenty-five-year dialogue.  
 
JEFFREY S. CRAMER is the editor of Walden: A Fully Annotated Edition, winner of a 2004 
National Outdoor Book Award, and The Quotable Thoreau, recipient of an Umhoefer Prize for 
Achievement in Humanities. Cramer is the curator of collections at the Walden Woods Project’s 
Thoreau Institute Library. He lives in Maynard, Massachusetts. 
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Prince of Monkeys 
A Novel 
By Nnamdi Ehirim  
 
Rights retained: World 
Publication: April 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Genre: Fiction | 304 pages 
 
“This compelling coming-of-age story is an incisive, 
beautifully written look into modern Nigeria . . . This book 
vibrates with life, and is a fascinating, necessary read for 
anyone who has had to grapple with the ways in which the 
personal is political.” —Kristin Iversen, NYLON, 1 of 50 
Books You’ll Want to Read This Year 
 
“Told in beautifully evocative prose, a panoramic novel 
showing that the price of growing beyond one’s origins might be steeper than anticipated.”  
—Kirkus Reviews 
 
A provocative debut novel by a brilliant young Nigerian writer, tackling politics, class, 
spirituality, and power as a group of friends comes of age in Lagos. 
 
Growing up in middle-class Lagos, Nigeria, during the late 1980s and early ’90s, Ihechi forms a 
band of close friends discovering Lagos together as teenagers with differing opinions of everything 
from film to football, Fela Kuti to spirituality, sex to politics. They remain close-knit until tragedy 
unfolds during an anti-government riot. Exiled from Lagos by his concerned mother, Ihechi moves 
in with his uncle’s family, where he struggles to find himself outside his former circle of friends. 
Ihechi eventually finds success by leveraging his connection with a notorious prostitution linchpin 
and political heavyweight, earning favor among the ruling elite. But just as Ihechi is about to make 
his final ascent into the elite political class, he reunites with his childhood friends and experiences a 
crisis of conscience that forces him to question his world, his motives, and whom he should 
become. Nnamdi Ehirim’s debut novel, Prince of Monkeys, is a lyrical, meditative observation of 
Nigerian life, religion, and politics at the end of the twentieth century. 
 
NNAMDI EHIRIM is a twenty-six-year-old Nigerian writer based in Lagos and Madrid. His 
writing has appeared in Afreada, Brittle Paper, Catapult, The Kalahari Review, and The Republic.  
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Floyd Harbor 
Stories 
By Joel Mowdy 
 
Rights retained: World 
Publication: May 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Catapult (US/English) 
Genre: Fiction | 208 pages 
 
“Floyd Harbor brings to mind Denis Johnson and Irvine 
Welsh, though it’s as moving and ecstatic as the early songs 
of Bruce Springsteen.” —Zachary Lazar, author of 
Vengeance 
 
“Mowdy writes beautifully about one part of America left 
behind in the great heartless scramble that constitutes our 
society.” —Jim Shepard, author of The World to Come 
 
“These quietly heartbreaking, mordantly funny stories of people just hanging on, hoping for the tide 
to turn, are must-reads.” —Peter Ho Davies, author of The Fortunes 
 
A quietly devastating and intimate view of often invisible lives (the evicted, the addicted, the 
probated, the abused), set in a working-class hamlet. 
 
The linked stories in Joel Mowdy’s debut take place in and around Mastic Beach, a community on 
New York’s Long Island that’s close to the wealthy Hamptons but long afflicted by widespread 
poverty. The characters, mostly in their teens and early twenties, struggle to become independent in 
ways ranging from taking typical low-paying jobs—hotel laundry, janitorial, restaurant, and 
landscaping work—to highly ingenious schemes to exchanging sexual favors for a place to stay. 
Neighborhoods of small bungalows—formerly vacation homes—with dilapidated boats in the 
driveways hint at the waterways that open up close by. Mowdy brings to his affecting collection a 
gift for discerning and lingering on the essential moments in his characters’ stories. He intimately 
and vividly illuminates lives that too seldom see the light. 
 
JOEL MOWDY completed an MFA in fiction at the University of Michigan, where he was 
awarded the Prize in Creative Writing and the Moveen Residency. He splits his time homesteading 
with his wife and son in the forest in Lithuania, and teaching at Green School in Bali, Indonesia. 
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PEN America Best Debut Short 
Stories 2019 
Judged by Danielle Evans, Alice Sola Kim, and 
Carmen Maria Machado 
 
Rights retained: World 
Publication: August 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Catapult (US/English) 
Genre: Fiction | 224 pages 
 
“The gathered contest winners are uniquely gifted 
writers whose stories represent literature’s bright 
tomorrow. The pieces showcase a wide breadth of 
human experiences, representing numerous racial, 
ethnic, and cultural identities . . . Sharp, engrossing, and 
sure to leave readers excited about the future of the 
craft.” —Booklist 
 
This anthology in the annual series continues Catapult’s landmark publishing partnership 
with PEN America and features the best debut short fiction published in North America. 
 
Each story comes with commentary by the editors who first published it, explaining what made 
them pick it out of the submission pile and why they were moved to share it with readers. 
 
DANIELLE EVANS is the author of Before You Suffocate Your Own Fool Self, which was a 
cowinner of the 2011 PEN/Robert W. Bingham Prize for a Debut Short Story Collection, the winner 
of the 2011 Paterson Fiction Prize, and the 2011 Hurston/Wright Legacy Award for fiction. Her 
work has appeared in The Paris Review, A Public Space, American Short Fiction, The Sewanee 
Review, and other publications. 
 
ALICE SOLA KIM is the winner of a 2016 Whiting Award. Her writing has appeared or is 
forthcoming in Tin House, McSweeney’s, BuzzFeed, and The Year’s Best Science Fiction and 
Fantasy. She has received grants and scholarships from the MacDowell Colony, the Bread Loaf 
Writers’ Conference, and the Elizabeth George Foundation.  
 
CARMEN MARIA MACHADO’s debut short story collection, Her Body and Other Parties, was 
a finalist for the National Book Award and the winner of the Bard Fiction Prize, the Lambda 
Literary Award for Lesbian Fiction, the Brooklyn Public Library Literary Prize, the Shirley Jackson 
Award, and the National Book Critics Circle’s John Leonard Prize. 
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Wild Birds 
Six Stories of the Port William Membership 
By Wendell Berry  
 
Rights retained: World  
Publication: May 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Genre: Fiction | 160 pages 
 
“Berry is a superb writer. His sense of what makes characters 
tick is extraordinary. His farmers love their land in a powerful 
bond that moves them forward, generation after generation, 
with a sense of fulfillments that seems unique in this day of 
disaffected heroes and writers who turn to black humor when 
they must deal with eternal verities . . . Short stories don’t get 
any better than these.” —People 
 
“Berry is a poet of landscapes and legacies: The Wild Birds is a heartfelt exploration of the complex 
bonds between generations and the ways in which a neighborhood is shaped by its common ties to 
the land and undone when those connections weaken.” —San Francisco Chronicle 
 
“The Wild Birds is one of those books that remind one of the real purpose and possibilities of the 
literary art. The good and simple truth to which each of Berry’s stories testifies is that its author 
observes people carefully, understands them precisely, and cares about them deeply; bombast, 
pretension, and narcissism are alien to him . . . One has the refreshing impression that Berry doesn’t 
give a damn what’s in and what’s out; he writes what he wants to write.” —The New Criterion 
 
As part of Counterpoint’s celebration of beloved American author Wendell Berry, we’re reissuing 
his 1986 classic, The Wild Birds: Six Stories of the Port William Membership. Those stories include 
“Thicker Than Liquor,” “Where Did They Go?,” “It Wasn’t Me,” “The Boundary,” “That Distant 
Land,” and the titular “The Wild Birds.” 
 
Spanning more than three decades, from 1930 to 1967, these wonderful stories follow Wheeler 
Catlett, and reintroduce readers to the beloved people who live in Berry’s fictional town of Port 
William, Kentucky. 
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King of Joy 
By Richard Chiem  
 
Rights retained: World 
Publication: March 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Soft Skull (US/English) 
Genre: Fiction | 192 pages 
 
“Transfixing: an imaginative meditation on 
emotional survival, isolation, and the beauty and 
limitations of human connection.” 
—Melissa Broder, author of The Pisces 
 
“What a funny, fresh, bittersweet masterpiece . . . 
Every page brings a new set of wonders.” —Alissa 
Nutting, author of Made for Love 
 
From one of the most exciting and risk-taking 
new literary voices, Richard Chiem’s debut novel is the triumphant, electrifying story of one 
woman’s quest for survival against all odds. The tale is equal parts sledgehammer and sweet 
song, a neon, pulsing portrait of grief that serves as a reminder that resilience can be found 
even in our most hopeless moments.  
 
Corvus has always had an overactive imagination. Growing up, she develops a unique coping 
mechanism: she can imagine herself out of any situation, escaping into scenes from fantasy novels, 
pop songs, and action/adventure movies, and surviving by turning the everyday into just another 
role to play in the movie of her life. After a tragic loss, Corvus discovers a sadness so great she 
can’t imagine it away. Instead, she finds Tim, a pornographer with unconventional methods who 
offers her a new way to escape into movies. But when a sinister plot of greed and betrayal is 
revealed, Corvus fights to reclaim her independence, and she discovers she’s stronger than she ever 
imagined. 
 
RICHARD CHIEM is the author of You Private Person, named one of Publishers Weekly’s 10 
Essential Books of the American West. His work has been published in City Arts, Vol. 1 Brooklyn, 
Fanzine, 3:AM Magazine, and Moss, among other venues. He has taught at Hugo House and at the 
University of Washington. 
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Exquisite Mariposa 
A Novel 
By Fiona Alison Duncan  
 
Rights retained: World 
Publication: October 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Soft Skull (US/English) 
Genre: Fiction | 208 pages 
 
Terrace House meets Chris Kraus crossed with Eve 
Babitz in this insightful and darkly funny novel set in 
present-day Los Angeles. 
 
In the aftermath of a reality TV deal gone wrong, Fiona 
Alison Duncan asks the question, Can you rewrite your 
life? The answer, in her debut novel, Exquisite Mariposa, 
follows a cast of housemates as they navigate questions of art-making and economies, breakups and 
breakdowns, and the internet and its many obsessions. 
 
Given the initials F.A.D. at birth, Fiona Alison Duncan has always had an eye for observing the 
trends around her. But after years of trying to please others, looking for answers in books and 
astrological charts, and clocking endless hours as a celebrity journalist just to make rent, Fiona 
discovers another way of existing: in the Real, a phenomenological state few humans live in. 
Fiona’s journey to the Real takes her to Los Angeles’ Koreatown, where she sublets a room in La 
Mariposa. There, she meets a cast of friends and lovers, like Amalia, an artist whose muse is her pet 
pigeon; Lucien, an infamous philanderer; and Morgan, whose anxiety keeps her from ever sitting 
still. When Fiona is offered the chance to turn her new household into a reality TV show, she jumps 
at the opportunity—but it isn’t long before she begins to question this new script. In the midst of her 
Saturn Return, Fiona pulls the plug on the reality TV deal, heals a few addictions, and returns to 
writing with Exquisite Mariposa, a debut novel starring her housemates as they ask questions of 
survival, art, love, language, and the possibilities of rewriting one’s life. 
 
FIONA ALISON DUNCAN is a Canadian American artist, writer, and organizer. She’s the 
founding host of Hard to Read, a lit series, and Pillow Talk, community organizing on sex, love, 
and communication. She lives in New York and Los Angeles. 
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Imaginary Museums  
By Nicolette Polek 
 
Rights retained: World 
Publication: January 2020 
Available: Full manuscript  
Publishers: Soft Skull (US/English) 
Genre: Fiction | 112 pages 
 
A slim and quietly funny collection of short 
fiction about traps and finding one’s way 
out of them.  
 
The stories in Imaginary Museums are about 
trapdoors, rope barriers, mazes, bad 
decisions, displacements, 
relationships floundering under awkwardness 
and small misunderstandings. They take place 
in the American Midwest and in Eastern 
Europe and are informed by Nicolette Polek’s 
experience as a first-generation Slovak 
American.  
 
Reminiscent of the writing of Diane Williams, Sabrina Orah Mark, Brian Evenson, and Leonora 
Carrington, Imaginary Museums balances impeccable imagery and linguistic precision with 
strangeness and surprise. 
 
NICOLETTE POLEK is a Slovak American writer and pianist from Ohio. Her stories have been 
published in the Chicago Quarterly Review, New York Tyrant, Hobart, Fanzine, Shabby Doll 
House, and elsewhere. She is currently getting her MFA in fiction at the University of Maryland. 
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Lake City 
A Novel 
By Thomas Kohnstamm 
 
Rights retained: World 
Publication: January 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Genre: Fiction | 256 pages 
 
“Lake City is a darkly funny and extremely relevant 
debut novel about . . . inequality and moral authority, 
featuring a sad-sack antihero who takes way too long to 
grow up. When he finally does, the results are beautiful 
. . . A lesson in how the place we’re from never fully 
lets us go.” —Anthony Doerr, author of All the Light 
We Cannot See 
 
Lane is a hilariously unlovable protagonist (making him all the more memorable and lovable 
to read about), and his story is light and cynical and shines a welcome comedic spotlight on 
the gentrification of the Left Coast. 
 
This entertaining first novel of misdirected ambition, unchecked gentrification, urban bifurcation, 
and the fine art of deli counter mismanagement is set in Seattle’s Lake City neighborhood, squarely 
in the wake of the 9/11 tragedy and at the peak of Seattle’s first wave of tech-boom gentrification. 
Lane Bueche licks his wounds and schemes how to win back his Manhattanite wife and her trust 
fund. That scheme careens off the tracks when he gets involved in a plot to seduce and sabotage a 
troubled birth mother from his neighborhood. Lane soon finds himself in a zero-sum game between 
the families as he straddles two cultures, classes, and worlds.   
 
THOMAS KOHNSTAMM was a guidebook writer for Lonely Planet, and is the author of the 
bestselling travel memoir, Do Travel Writers Go to Hell?, recently optioned for a feature by Vice 
Films. He is an award-winning animator, recently selling a six-episode animated comedy to FX, and 
was a 2017 fellow at the Sundance “New Voices” Lab.   
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Vera Violet  
A Novel 
By Melissa Peterson 
 
Rights retained: World 
Publication: January 2020 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Genre: Fiction | 280 pages 
 
“Vera Violet is, in a word, totally authentic . . . The 
language is jaw-droppingly lyrical and gritty at the 
same time . . . the characters completely un-
romanticized, but genuinely loved by their creator . . . I’m telling you, there’s something so visceral 
and stirring about the experience.” —Jonathan Evison, author of Lawn Boy 

“An eloquent description of today’s desensitized, emotionally detached youth . . . Peterson’s 
powerful storytelling startles readers with its unapologetic bleakness. Her crafting, although gray 
and humorless, candidly frames the drifting characters in a snapshot of life outside the confines of 
comfort. An intense, lyrical portrait of America’s vulnerable underbelly.” —Kirkus Reviews 
 
Vera Violet recounts the dark story of a rough group of teenagers growing up in a twisted 
rural logging town.  
 
We are introduced to this crew and the hardscrabble life that shaped them through the reminiscences 
of Vera Violet. When we first meet her, Violet is driving her pickup through the Montana 
mountains in a vain attempt to outrun the violent episode that has recently torn apart the close-knit 
group and thrown Violet’s life into further chaos: “The Montana sky opened up and gave me snow. 
Snow to numb my wounds. Snow to cover my footprints.” 
 
Melissa Peterson’s lyrical prose and the novel’s scattershot narrative structure deftly echo the 
narrator’s confused efforts to detail the lives of her neighborhood friends, to honor the treasured 
memories of her troubled brother, and to make sense of the novel’s climactic events.  
 
MELISSA PETERSON grew up in a rainy working-class timber town on the Olympic Peninsula 
in Washington State. She has worked in endangered species recovery and pollution monitoring with 
the state government in Washington for twelve years. Her creative nonfiction has been published by 
Camas Magazine, Flyway: Journal of Writing and Environment, and Oregon Quarterly, among 
other publications. Vera Violet is her first novel.  
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The Ghost at the End of the Runway 
A Novel 
By Colin Hester 
 
Rights retained: World  
Publication: January 2020 
Available: full manuscript  
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Genre: Fiction | 280 pages 
 
More moving than the beauty of the blossom, 
 Is the moment of its fall from the vine. 
 
The Ghost at the End of the Runway follows three women 
who transcend the horrors of the twentieth century and 
do so with the aid of the greatest love poet of that or any 
century: Pablo Neruda. 
 
It is 1940, and Susan has just turned thirteen and is living with her mother and father in London. 
She struggles to survive in the horrific midst of Hitler’s aerial blitz. After emigrating to America’s 
mountainous West years later, she must face the heartbreaking loss of her illicit lover in the 1988 
Lockerbie bombing. 
  
On Beatrix’s wedding day—the day before the September 11 attacks—she risks alienating her 
beloved fiancé by following her own heart. 
  
Meanwhile, baby Shoshe succumbs to crib death—what we now call SIDS—as her father’s soul 
crumbles, underpinning his greatest inner crisis and reaching out to him from beyond the grave. 
  
But not as a ghost. That honor we reserve for La Poeta: Pablo Neruda, Nobel Prize laureate. He 
grounds and entwines himself within the lives and hearts of the three women and, too, the boyish 
cadre of men who love them. Neruda shares his ghostly honors with two young princesses—
Margaret Rose, nine years old and of the House of Windsor—and her older sister, Lillibet, now 
none other than Elizabeth Regina, the Queen of England. 
 
COLIN HESTER is a Zen student and novelist. He is also the author of the novel Diamond Sutra. 
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ROMANCE 
By Elaine Kahn 
 
Rights retained: World 
Publication: February 2020 
Available: Full manuscript  
Publishers: Soft Skull (US/English) 
Genre: Poetry | 80 pages 
 
“Elaine Kahn’s poems touch me somewhere 
deep. I don’t know how or why, but I’m willing 
to go wherever she wants to take me.” —Kim 
Gordon 
 
“Elaine Kahn shoots from the groin, 
championing a ferociousness that rages against 
asperity while playfully seducing the reader to 
misbehave. Hers is a realm where oceans beat 
against genitals, and Hannah Wilke warms the 
earth.” —Dodie Bellamy 
 
ROMANCE is a poetry collection exploring the way trauma disrupts narrative, chronicling the 
various ways we try to make sense of that which is impossible to make sense of.  
 
From humor to dissociation, loss of hope to renewal of hope, ROMANCE is playful, dynamic, and 
honest in its representation of trauma. It is the type of book editor Allie Wuest says she would gift a 
friend at a time when other words fail her, the way she would pass along a copy of Anne 
Carson’s Autobiography of Red or Maggie Nelson’s Bluets. 

ELAINE KAHN is a writer, musician, and artist currently based in Los Angeles. She is the author 
of Women in Public, as well as of several chapbooks, including I Told You I Was Sick: A 
Romance, A Voluptuous Dream During an Eclipse, and Customer. Her writing has been published 
in Art Papers, Open Space, Brooklyn Rail, West Branch, The Poetry Foundation, Jubilat, San 
Francisco Arts Quarterly, and elsewhere. She holds an MFA from the Iowa Writers’ Workshop and 
a BFA from California College of the Arts. She is an instructor of creative writing at the Poetry 
Field School. 
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The Summer Demands 
By Deborah Shapiro 
 
Rights retained: World English  
Publication: June 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Catapult (US/English) 
Genre: Fiction | 224 pages 
 
“Shapiro’s prose is elegant, effortless, but it’s her 
characters that will keep you up late into the night, 
hoping you can save them.” —Stephanie Danler, 
author of Sweetbitter 
 
“The Summer Demands is a lushly woven tapestry of 
desire—for intimacy, for danger, for the unctuous past, 
for the impossible future. Shapiro’s sharp, beguiling 
prose will have you feeling like you’re falling in love 
for the first time . . . For summer camp alums or anyone 
who’s felt intoxicated by August fireflies, lake-wet hair, and translucent screen doors that slam, The 
Summer Demands is an absolute seduction.” —Aja Gabel, author of The Ensemble 
 
“The Summer Demands is an ethereal and poetic story of the encounter between a girl teetering on 
the brink of adulthood and a woman looking back with longing on her bygone youth. Taking place 
over that most romantic of seasons, summer, Shapiro’s brilliant novel is a beautiful and searching 
study of desire and the irretrievable land of the past.” —Hannah Lillith Assadi, author of Sonora 
 
Taking place over a single summer in a landscape that refuses to be tamed, The Summer 
Demands is a beautiful, quietly startling exploration of the sting of seduction, of rage, and of 
how desire and ambition shift over time. 
 
On the verge of her fortieth birthday, and shaken by a recent miscarriage, Emily inherits an 
abandoned summer camp. She soon discovers an unexpected guest living undetected in one of the 
cabins, a magnetic twenty-two-year-old named Stella. The two women talk, drink, swim, watch 
seductive French films through long afternoons, and soon Emily finds herself playing friend, 
mother, lover to Stella. Each encounter promises to bring Emily a little closer to an understanding 
of her own identity, but they also put her marriage and future at risk.  
 
DEBORAH SHAPIRO’s writing has appeared in The New York Times Book Review, Los Angeles 
Review of Books, Sight Unseen, Tin House, Literary Hub, Chicago magazine, Washington Square 
Review, and elsewhere. Her first novel, The Sun in Your Eyes, was published in 2016, and was 
selected as an Editors’ Choice by The New York Times Book Review. 
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High as the Waters Rise  
A Novel 
By Anja Kampmann  
Translated from the German by Anne Posten 
 
Rights retained: World English  
Publication: September 2020 
Available: 55-page English sample, chapter-by-
chapter summary, full German manuscript 
Publishers: Catapult (US/English), Hanser 
(German, translation rights), Keller Editore 
(Italian), Gallimard (French, in a pre-empt) 
Genre: Fiction | 300 pages 
 
— Winner of the Mara-Cassens Prize for the best 
German debut novel — 
 
— Winner of the Lessing Promotion Prize — 

 “This is a deeply impressive book which seethes and roars . . . High as the Waters Rise is written 
with enormous care—a heart-rending, unsentimental novel about the distance between the self and 
the world.” —Paul Jandl, Neue Zürcher Zeitung  

High as the Waters Rise is the English-language debut of a young German writer who has 
already won several major awards this year. 
 
One stormy night aboard a drilling platform in the Atlantic, Waclaw returns to his cabin to find that 
his bunkmate and companion, Mátyás, has gone missing. A perfunctory search of the rig confirms 
his fear that Mátyás has fallen into the sea. Grief-stricken, he embarks on an epic emotional and 
physical journey that takes him to Mátyás’ hometown in Hungary, to Malta, Italy, and finally to the 
mining town of his childhood in Poland. Waclaw’s many encounters along the way are subtle and 
poetic, bringing us closer to his origins while also revealing the problems of a globalized economy 
dependent on waning natural resources. High as the Waters Rise is a poetic exploration of male 
intimacy and grief. It is a captivating read, examining a lifestyle that will be unfamiliar to most 
readers, but which will only become more relevant as fossil fuels become harder to find and extract.  
 
ANJA KAMPMANN is a German fiction writer and poet. She was awarded the MDR-
Literaturpreis as well as the Wolfgang-Weyrauch-Förderpreis. High as the Waters Rise was 
nominated for the Leipzig Book Fair Prize and the German Book Prize, and won the Mara-Cassens 
Prize, the Lessing Promotion Prize, and the Lüneburg Literature Prize. 
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Water Is Taught by Thirst  
A Novel 
By Anne Raeff 
 
Rights retained: World English  
Publication: Spring 2020 
Available: Manuscript due in June  
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Genre: Fiction | 320 pages 
 
— Praise for Winter Kept Us Warm — 
 
“Raeff writes brilliantly about characters that orbit 
each other for years on end, evolving and regressing 
in different corners of the world in ways that parallel 
their far-flung counterparts . . . In this author’s 
nimble hands, the struggle for love, safety, and 
meaning feels palpable as the reader watches each 
character scour various routes toward those ends.”  
—Los Angeles Review of Books 
 
A novel about love, grief, and passion, based partially on the story of Raeff’s own 
grandparents, who similarly fled Vienna before the start of World War II. 
 
Set in New York, Nicaragua, and the Soviet Union, Water Is Taught by Thirst follows several 
generations of two families as their lives collide in mysterious ways. Pepa and her Jewish parents, 
both doctors, have fled Vienna after the Anschluss, seeking refuge in Nicaragua, where her parents 
treat the villagers and lead a mission to inoculate them against yellow fever. She meets a young man 
and begins a secret affair. Decades later, her daughter, Liliana, will return to Nicaragua to search for 
the truth of what happened to her brother, William, who traveled to El Castillo as a young man in 
the 1980s to join the Sandinista rebels in their uprising against the government. Wonderfully 
ambitious in its structure, Water Is Taught by Thirst weaves in and out of time, exploring the 
different generations in each family and the parallels that link them closely and the fascinating cast 
of characters they have encountered.  
 
ANNE RAEFF’s short story collection, The Jungle Around Us, won the 2015 Flannery O’Connor 
Award for Short Fiction. The collection was a finalist for the California Book Award and named 
one of the 100 Best Books of 2016 by San Francisco Chronicle. Her stories and essays have 
appeared in New England Review, ZYZZYVA, and Guernica, among other publications. She lives in 
San Francisco with her wife and two cats. 
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The Perishing 

A Novel 
By Natashia Deón 
 
 
Rights retained: World English  
Publication: Spring 2020 
Available: Manuscript due in summer 2019 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Genre: Fiction  
 
— Praise for Grace — 
 
“With her debut novel, Grace, Natashia Deón has 
announced herself beautifully and distinctively. Her 
emotional range spans several octaves. She writes 
with her nerves, generating terrific suspense . . . It’s 
Ms. Deón’s real and rare ability to make reading a 
felt, almost physical experience—of terror, rage, 
identification, sorrow. Ms. Deón is a graphic and unsparing storyteller.” —Jennifer 
Senior, The New York Times 
 
Filled with rich historical detail, The Perishing is an exciting and ambitious follow-up to the 
author’s critically acclaimed novel Grace. 
 
The Perishing follows a young black woman named Lou who wakes up in an alley in 1930s Los 
Angeles. With little memory of her past, she makes her way to a loving foster family, eventually 
landing a job as the first black female journalist at the Los Angeles Times, covering the “death desk” 
in a basement office, the cement floor unleveled from the last earthquake. Her best friend Esther 
aspires to be one of the first Asian stars in Hollywood, while Esther’s father runs a downtown 
boxing gym for fighters of color. It is there where Lou is introduced to a black firefighter whose 
face is the same face she’s been drawing in her notebooks since childhood. And the dreams she’s 
been having might be flashes forward and back in time. Lou comes to believe she may be immortal, 
only to find a love, and a city, worth dying for. And even though the past is present, that doesn’t 
mean either has to define our future. 
  
NATASHIA DEÓN is the recipient of a PEN Center USA Emerging Voices Fellowship and has 
been awarded fellowships and residencies at Yale University, Bread Loaf, Dickinson House in 
Belgium, and the Virginia Center for Creative Arts. Named one of 2013’s Most Fascinating People 
by LA Weekly, she has an MFA from UC Riverside and is the creator of the popular Los Angeles–
based reading series Dirty Laundry Lit. She is a practicing lawyer. 
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Joy 
And 52 Other Very Short Stories 
By Erin McGraw 
 
Rights retained: World English  
Publication: March 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Genre: Fiction | 304 pages 
 
“How can stories this brief be so satisfying? . . . [McGraw] 
deals with the profound, the dire, the mundane, and the 
ridiculous, paying particular attention to relationships 
between parents and children, siblings, spouses, criminals, 
and their victims. While some stories are meant purely to 
amuse, many are intense and beautiful . . . Fifty-three gems 
that demonstrate all the things a short story can do. Wow.” 
—Kirkus Reviews (starred review) 
 
“McGraw’s fourth collection proves she’s a master of the form.” —Publishers Weekly (starred 
review) 
 
Claire Messud described Erin McGraw’s last collection of stories as “at once laugh-out-loud 
funny and utterly serious, [exploring] life’s profundity through its details.” This is even more 
true with McGraw’s new collection, Joy. 
 
In these very short stories, narrators step out of themselves to explain their lives to us, sometimes 
defensively, sometimes regretfully, other times deceitfully. Voices include those of the impulsive 
first-time murderer, the depressed pet sitter, the assistant of Patsy Cline, the anxiety-riddled new 
mother, the aged rock-and-roller, the girlfriend of your husband—human beings often (incredibly) 
unaware of the turning points staring them in the face. 
 
Crossing time, states, class, and religions, Erin McGraw’s stories are on the edge, causing you to 
wince even as you laugh. And McGraw will draw you to a deep need to read some sentences 
aloud—a sweet voice, a shrewd insight, some uneasy charm. 
 
ERIN McGRAW, born and raised in Southern California, lived and taught for many years in the 
Midwest before retiring to rural Tennessee with her husband, poet Andrew Hudgins, and her dogs. 
She has written six previous books—three novels and three collections of stories—along with 
essays and occasional journalism. 
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White River Burning 

A Dave Gurney Novel: Book 6 
By John Verdon 
 
Rights retained: World English  
Paperback Publication: July 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Genre: Crime/Thriller | 432 pages 
 
“It’s always a pleasure to watch a keen mind absorbed in a 
difficult puzzle, which is how Dave Gurney distinguishes 
himself in John Verdon’s tricky whodunits.” —The New 
York Times 
 
White River Burning is the most provocative and timely 
book yet by the author hailed by The New York 
Times as “masterly.” 
 
Tensions have been running high in White River as it approaches the anniversary of a fatal shooting 
of a black motorist by a local police officer. The economically depressed, racially polarized city is 
on edge, confronted with angry demonstrations, arson, and looting. In the midst of the turmoil, a 
White River police officer is shot dead by an unknown sniper. As the town spirals out of control, 
local authorities approach Dave Gurney to conduct an independent investigation of the shooting. 
Despite intense opposition from the police, as well as from dangerous fanatics lurking in the 
shadows, he begins to uncover an astonishing structure of deception—learning that nothing in 
White River is what it seems to be. 
 
JOHN VERDON is the author of the Dave Gurney series of thrillers, international bestsellers 
published in more than two dozen languages. 
 

 
 
*Book #7 in the David Gurney series, On Harrow Hill, to be completed summer 2019! 
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Death of a Gangster 

A Novel 
By Tod Goldberg  
 
Rights retained: World English  
Publication: Future 
Publishers: Counterpoint 
(US/English) 
Gangsterland: Titan (UK) 
Gangster Nation: No Exit (UK) 
Genre: Crime/Thriller  
 
— The third novel in Tod 
Goldberg’s Gangster series — 
 
“An explosive tale of crime, corruption, dark doings, and hopeless futures, a veritable X-ray of 
American society seen through a dark lens. It’s also a hypnotic and tense read which never lets go.” 
—Crimetime UK, on Gangster Nation 
 
“Gangster Nation is as hardboiled as noir gets, a litany of brutality and breath-taking cynicism that 
refuses to nod to the genre’s conventions of justice and redemption . . . Pulls no punches as it 
investigates the public’s appetite for crime fiction.” —The Irish Times  

“Sal Cupertine is back—and better than ever. I love this guy.” —Lee Child 

At the end of Gangster Nation, everyone was in peril: Native American kingpin Peaches and his 
arsonist nephew had burned the Chicago family to the ground, unseating Sal’s violent cousin 
Ronnie and sending Sal’s wife and son into the arms of witness protection; Rabbi David Cohen, 
following a violent attack, awoke in a hospital room next to rogue FBI agent Matthew Drew, his 
face returned to the visage of Sal Cupertine. Post-9/11 facial recognition software is now 
everywhere, so it’s a terrible time to have your original face. With Peaches closing in on his 
location, our rabbi must team up with a now-framed-for-murder Drew to try and find his hidden 
family, grab some cash, and cobble together their peaceful happy ending. And how does all of this 
relate to the long-ago death of Dark Billy Cupertine, Sal’s infamous gangster father? Revelations 
old and new abound in this rollicking next installment of our gangster story, with a twist 
ending that both completes Sal’s story but leaves the door open for more. 

TOD GOLDBERG is the author of Gangsterland, the crime-tinged novels Living Dead Girl, Fake 
Liar Cheat, and the popular Burn Notice series. His essays and short stories have been published 
in Best American Essays, Los Angeles Times, Salon, The Wall Street Journal, E!, and Jewcy, among 
many other publications.  
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Gang Related 
Stories 
By Tod Goldberg 
 
Rights retained: World English  
Publication: Fall 2020 
Available: Sample 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Gangsterland: Titan (UK) 
Gangster Nation: No Exit (UK) 
Genre: Crime/Thriller  

— Praise for Tod Goldberg’s Gangster series — 

“One can’t help but think of such greats as Mario Puzo, Jimmy Breslin, Elmore Leonard, and 
Donald E. Westlake while reading this witty, brutal, vital book. Goldberg is a master.” —Mystery 
Scene Magazine  
 
“The sacred gets the stuffing kicked out of it by the profane in this wild and sometimes-shocking 
novel.” —Kirkus Reviews 
 
“Fans of Elmore Leonard will quickly devour Tod Goldberg’s latest novel . . . [A] worthy follow-up 
sees Goldberg fine-tune his signature mix of dark humor, violent crime, Talmudic wisdom and 
suburban satire.” —Orange Coast Magazine  
 
“The Sopranos–good and The Sopranos–funny: he can hit you high, low, or straight in the gut.” —
Bill Beverly  
 
“Amid all the expertly choreographed violence and intrigue is a moving, thought-provoking story 
about the fluid nature of identity, spirituality, and love.” —Vu Tran  
 
Gang Related is a collection of crime stories by a master of the genre, set to expand captivating 
universe featured in his popular Gangster trilogy.  
 
Tod Goldberg’s gangster empire began with a short story titled “Mitvah.” The story follows a man 
looking back on his life as a hitman in Chicago after fifteen years in hiding as a rabbi. This seed 
grew into Goldberg’s popular crime series, and we are thrilled to be collecting “Mitvah” and his 
other crime stories into one unique and reimagined collection. Gang Related: Stories will also 
contain three entirely new stories! 
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The Beadworkers 
By Beth Piatote       
 
Rights retained: World English  
Publication: October 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Genre: Fiction | 208 pages 
 
— Praise for Domestic Subjects — 
 
“In a richly nuanced and historically informed 
interpretation, Beth Piatote offers a series of revelatory 
readings that suture the political world of law and policy 
with the imaginative cultural world of texts and stories. 
Engaged . . . analytically around domesticity and gender, 
and written in clear, often beautiful prose, Domestic Subjects will be an important touchstone in 
contemporary Native American literary studies.” —Philip Deloria, author of Playing Indian 
 
Beth Piatote’s luminous debut collection opens with a feast, grounding its stories in the 
landscapes and life worlds of the Native Northwest, exploring the inventive and unforgettable 
pattern of Native American life in the contemporary world. 
 
Told with humor, subtlety, and beautiful spareness, the mixed-genre works of Beth Piatote’s first 
collection find unifying themes in the strength of kinship, the pulse of longing, and the language of 
return. A woman teaches her niece to make a pair of beaded earrings, while ruminating on a 
fractured relationship. An eleven-year-old girl narrates the unfolding of the Fish Wars in the 1960s, 
as her family is gradually drawn to the front lines of the conflict. In 1890, as tensions escalate at 
Wounded Knee, two young men at college, one French and the other Lakota, each contemplate a 
death in the family. In the final, haunting piece, a Nez Perce/Cayuse family is torn apart as they 
debate the fate of ancestral remains in a moving revision of the Greek tragedy Antigone. Formally 
inventive, witty, and generous, the works in this singular debut collection draw on Indigenous 
aesthetics and forms to offer a powerful, sustaining vision of Native life in the Americas. 
 
BETH PIATOTE is an associate professor of Native American Studies at the University of 
California, Berkeley. She holds a PhD from Stanford University and is the author of numerous 
scholarly essays and creative works, and is the recipient of multiple awards and fellowships. She is 
Nez Perce enrolled with Colville Confederated Tribes, and lives in the Bay Area with her two 
children. 
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Circus 
A Novel; Or, Moira Orfei in Aigues-Mortes 
By Wayne Koestenbaum 
With an Introduction by Rachel Kushner 
 
Rights retained: World English  
Publication: July 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Soft Skull (US/English) 
Genre: Fiction | 288 pages 
 
— Praise for Circus (originally published as Moira Orfei in 
Aigues-Mortes) — 
 
“The story of Koestenbaum’s freaks of nature is delivered in willfully, at times hilariously 
debauched deadpan and makes for irresistibly twisted magic.” —Bookforum  
 
“A deep aesthetic and intellectual pleasure, Wayne Koestenbaum’s first novel is one of my 
absolutely favorite works of his (than which, in my lexicon, there’s scarcely higher praise).”  
—David Shields  
 
“The mad genius of Pale Fire with the florid outlaw sexuality of Jean Genet.” —Kirkus Reviews 

 
“If Debussy and Robert Walser had collaborated on an opera, it would sound like this.” —John 
Ashbery 
 
A story of art and obsession pushed to the extreme, by a cult figure and critically acclaimed 
and award-winning poet, cultural critic, and novelist. 
 
For five years, concert pianist Theo Mangrove has been living at his family’s home in East Kill, 
New York, recovering from a nervous breakdown that derailed his career, and attempting to relieve 
his relentless polysexual appetite in the company of male hustlers, random strangers, music 
students, his aunt, and occasionally his wife. As he prepares for a comeback recital in Aigues-
Mortes, a walled medieval town in southern France, he becomes obsessed with the idea that the 
Italian circus star Moira Orfei must join him there to perform alongside him.  

 
WAYNE KOESTENBAUM is a poet, critic, and artist. His books include The Queen’s Throat: 
Opera, Homosexuality, and the Mystery of Desire, a National Book Critics Circle Award finalist; 
Jackie Under My Skin: Interpreting an Icon; My 1980s and Other Essays; Humiliation; Hotel 
Theory; The Pink Trance Notebooks; and Camp Marmalade.  
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Norco ’80 
The True Story of the Most Spectacular Bank 
Robbery in American History 
By Peter Houlahan 
 
Rights retained: World English  
Publication: June 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Genre: True Crime | 400 pages 
 
“There is no doubt that Norco ’80 is poised to become a true 
crime classic. It’s a marvel of pacing and information—at times 
racing ahead like a speeding bullet and others slowing down to 
provide a perfect panorama of a hair’s breadth moment. 
Houlihan has left nothing unexamined in his obsessively detailed account of this heist from the 
emotional, to the logistical, to the spiritual. Trust me, you’re going to want to read every word.”  
—Ivy Pochoda, author of Wonder Valley 
 
A thrilling, true-crime page-turner for fans of I’ll Be Gone in the Dark by Michelle 
McNamara.  
 
In the vein of Joseph Wambaugh’s The Onion Field, this gripping true-crime account tells the story 
of how five heavily armed young men attempted a bank robbery that turned into one of the most 
violent criminal events in history, forever changing the face of American law enforcement. Part 
action thriller, part mystery, and part courtroom drama, Norco ’80 delves into a crime that left three 
dead, with close to twenty wounded, a police helicopter down, and thirty-two police vehicles 
destroyed. The resulting trials shook the community to the core, raising many issues that continue to 
plague society today: from racism and the epidemic of post-traumatic stress disorder within law 
enforcement, to the regulation of assault rifles, to religious extremism and the militarization of local 
police forces.  
 
PETER HOULAHAN holds an MFA from Sarah Lawrence College. In his career as an emergency 
medical technician, he has contributed to a number of articles related to his profession, including the 
impact of PTSD on first responders.  
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Magnetized  
By Carlos Busqued  
Translated from the Spanish by Samuel Rutter 
 
Rights retained: World English  
Publication: June 2020 
Available: 10K-word English sample, full Spanish 
manuscript  
Publishers: Catapult (US/English), Anagrama 
(Spanish, translation rights) 
Genre: True Crime | 160 pages 
 
“This book is neither crime fiction, nor dirty realism, nor 
reportage, nor nonfiction. Busqued has just invented a 
disjointed genre, just as raw as the harsh reality that inspires it, with which he revitalizes the 
expiring protocols of realism: a literary composite or, to use a more formalist description, an ethical 
and metaphysical montage.” —Graciela Speranza, Télam  
 
“In Magnetized, Carlos Busqued delves into the mind of a killer in a book that is not a novel but 
reads as such, leaving a strange taste in the mouth . . . In this book, Busqued shows, once again, his 
ability to create a unique and disturbing universe.” —Juan Carlos Galindo, El País 
 
True crime in the vein of Emmanuel Carrère, Delphine de Vigan, or Javier Cercas, in which 
the author gives free reign to the voice of a man who in 1982 murdered four taxi drivers 
without any apparent motive. 
 
For two years, Carlos Busqued visited Ricardo Melogno, one of Argentina’s most notorious serial 
killers, in prison. Magnetized, at 160 pages, was created from over 500 pages of interview 
transcripts with Melogno and his psychiatrists. Without imposing judgment, Busqued allows for the 
killer to describe his way of retreating from the world and explain his crimes as best he can. In his 
own words, Melogno recalls a visit from Pope Francis, grim depictions of daily life in prison, and 
childhood remembrances of an unloving mother who sent her son to Brazil to learn witchcraft.  
 
Magnetized fits into the tradition of Rodolfo Walsh’s Operation Massacre, arguably the first true-
crime book, predating Truman Capote by some nine years. It is also a riveting psychological 
portrait—a quick and captivating read that will appeal to literary readers and fans of true crime.  
 
CARLOS BUSQUED lives in Buenos Aires, where he produces the radio programs Vidas 
Ejemplares, El otoño en Pekín, and Prisionero del Planeta Infierno. He is the author of Under This 
Terrible Sun. 
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The Man They Wanted Me to Be 
Toxic Masculinity and a Crisis of Our Own 
Making 
By Jared Yates Sexton 
 
Rights retained: World English  
Publication: May 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Genre: Culture/Memoir | 288 pages 
 
“Jared Yates Sexton takes on one of the most important issues of 
our time and disarms the reader with his unsparing honesty and 
searing self-reflection. This is a carefully researched book on the 
causes of patriarchy and the damage it does. It’s also a memoir of 
such power that it’s hard to put down―a book that comes from a deep place of empathy and 
optimism for the future. This book will do a lot of good for a whole lot of people.” ―Celeste 
Headlee, author of We Need to Talk 
 
The author of The People Are Going to Rise Like the Waters Upon Your Shore turns his keen 
eye to our current crisis of masculinity, reflecting on his upbringing to examine the personal 
and societal dangers of the patriarchy. 
 
Based on his provocative and hugely popular New York Times op-ed, The Man They Wanted Me to 
Be is both memoir and cultural analysis. Jared Yates Sexton alternates between an examination of 
his working-class upbringing and historical, psychological, and sociological sources that look at the 
genesis of toxic masculinity and its consequences for society.   
 
Donald Trump’s campaign successfully leveraged male resentment and entitlement, and now, with 
Trump as president and the rise of the #MeToo movement, it’s clear that our current definitions of 
masculinity are obsolete, even dangerous. This deeply personal and thoroughly researched volume 
explores how we teach boys what’s expected of men, and the long-term effects of that 
socialization—which include depression, shorter lives, misogyny, and even suicide. Sexton also 
examines the establishment of the racist patriarchal structure that has favored white men and 
investigates the personal and societal dangers of outdated definitions of manhood. 
 
JARED YATES SEXTON is the author of The People Are Going to Rise Like the Waters Upon 
Your Shore. He is a contributing political writer at Salon, and his political writing has appeared in 
The New York Times, The New Republic, and elsewhere.  
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Alta California 
A Journey on Foot to Rediscover the Golden 
State 
By Nick Neeley  
 
Rights retained: World English 
Publication: November 2019 
Available: Full manuscript 
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Genre: History | 256 pages 
 
“Neely is a graceful, subtle writer with a sharp eye for the 
easily missed details of his surroundings.” —Outside  
 
“What makes Neely’s collection so compelling is the detail, 
his artful engagement of our senses to feel the weight of the 
agate, taste the flake of the fish, trace the letters carved into the madrone trees, and then smell the 
sour decay of atonement and fall in love with this place.” —Orion Magazine 
 
Alta California weaves nature and humanity, past and present, in surprising and serendipitous 
ways as author Nick Neely follows the first overland Spanish expedition 250 years later—on 
foot. 
 
In Alta California, Nick Neely chronicles his 650-mile trek on foot from San Diego to San 
Francisco, following the route of the first overland Spanish expedition into what was soon called 
Alta California. Led by Gaspar de Portolá in 1769, the expedition sketched a route that would 
become, in part, the famous El Camino Real. It laid the foundation for the Golden State we know 
today, a place that remains as mythical and captivating as any in the world. Weaving natural and 
human history, Alta California relives his adventure, tells the story of Native cultures and the 
Spanish missions that soon devastated them, and explores the evolution of California and its 
landscape. The result is a collage of past and present, of lyricism and pedestrian serendipity, and of 
the biggest issues facing California today—water, agriculture, oil and gas, immigration, and 
development—all of it one step at a time.  
 
NICK NEELY holds an MA in literature and the environment from the University of Nevada, 
Reno, and MFAs in nonfiction and poetry from Hunter College and Columbia University. The 
author of Coast Range, he lives in Hailey, Idaho, with his wife, the painter Sarah Bird. 
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Apology to the Young Addict 
By James Brown 
 
Rights retained: World English  
Publication: March 2020 
Available: Manuscript due in June  
Publishers: Counterpoint (US/English) 
Genre: Memoir  
 
Praise for James Brown 
 
“The Los Angeles Diaries is terrific . . . It glows 
with a dark luminescence.” —Michael Chabon 
  
“James Brown is a truth teller and here again he 
does not disappoint. His writing as always is lucid 
and unflinching. In laying bare his own soul, he 
makes of his work an act against loneliness, shot 
through with a sad wisdom.” —Kem Nunn 
  
“This River is a beautifully crafted and intensely moving book. Without artifice or pretension—
without false moves of any sort—James Brown goes after the biggest literary game: death, love, 
children, degeneration, regeneration, hopelessness, hope. I read this book straight through, in one 
spellbound sitting, and I will read it again in a week or two. It is so good.” —Tim O’Brien, 
National Book Award–winning author of Going After Cacciato and The Things They Carried 
 
A powerful reflection on a life of addiction from the author of the critically acclaimed memoir 
The Los Angeles Diaries. 
 
Now sixty, with years of sobriety under his belt, James Brown writes in Apology to 
a Young Addict about finding a new path in life, how he has made peace with the family whose 
ghosts haunted him so vociferously; about the teeming new addictions growing all around him; 
about the lives and deaths of cherished sponsors; about helping the next generation of addicts 
overcome their disease; all the while raising three sons and helping them set their course in life. 
 
JAMES BROWN is the author of the novels Lucky Town, Final Performance, Hot Wire, and The 
Second Story Theatre, and has received the Nelson Algren Award for Short Fiction and a National 
Endowment for the Arts Fellowship. His writing has been featured in numerous publications, 
including The New York Times Magazine, GQ, and Ploughshares. He teaches in the MFA program 
at Cal State San Bernardino. 
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