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Jeffrey S. Cramer 
SOLID SEASONS 
The Friendship of Henry David Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 

A thoughtfully researched, movingly presented dual-biography 
of two iconic writers, each trying to find the ideal friend 

 

Any biography that concentrates on either Thoreau or Emerson tends to diminish 
the other figure, but in Solid Seasons both men remain central and equal. 
Throughout their writing, friendship was always a primary theme for them both. 
Collecting extracts from letters and journals of both men, as well as words written 
about them by their contemporaries, Jeffrey S. Cramer beautifully illustrates the 

full nature of their twenty-five-year dialogue.  
 

JEFFREY S. CRAMER is the editor of Walden: A Fully Annotated Edition, winner of a 2004 National Outdoor 
Book Award and The Quotable Thoreau, recipient of an Umhoefer Prize for Achievement in Humanities. 
Cramer is the Curator of Collections at the Walden Woods Project's Thoreau Institute at Walden Woods 
Library.  
 

 COUNTERPOINT| Literature/Biography | APRIL 2019 | WORLD  
 

 
 

Peter Houlahan 
NORCO '80  
The True Story of the Most Spectacular Bank Robbery in American 
History 
 

A thrilling, true-crime page turner for fans of  I'll Be Gone in the Dark by Michelle McNamara  
 

In the vein of Joseph Wambaugh’s The Onion Field, this gripping true crime account 
tells the story of how five heavily-armed young men attempted a bank robbery that 
turned into one of the most violent criminal events in history, forever changing the 
face of American law enforcement. Part action thriller, part mystery, and part 
courtroom drama, Norco ’80 delves into a crime that left three dead, close to twenty 
wounded; a police helicopter down, and thirty-two police vehicles destroyed. The 
resulting trials shook the community to the core, raising many issues that continue 

to plague society today: from racism and the epidemic of post-traumatic stress disorder within law 
enforcement, to the regulation of assault rifles, to religious extremism and the militarization of local police 
forces.  
 
PETER HOULAHAN holds an MFA from Sarah Lawrence College. In his career as an Emergency Medical 
Technician, he has contributed to a number of articles related to his profession, including the impact of PTSD 
on first responders.  
 

 COUNTERPOINT |True Crime | JUNE 2019 | WORLD ENGLISH 
Translation:  Jennifer Lyons Literary Agency 
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Dr. Michael Kaufman 
THE TIME HAS COME 
Why Men Must Join the Gender Equality Revolution 

 

SOLD:  CANADIAN: House of Anansi FRENCH: XYZ 
 KOREAN: Bada    AUDIO: Recorded Books 

 

Like Sheryl Sandberg’s Lean In, The Time Has Come offers a plainspoken 
and forthright look at why and how men need to actively fight for gender equality 

 

As the co-founder of the White Ribbon Campaign, the largest movement in the 
world of men seeking to end violence against women, Michael Kaufman is an 
authority on the subject of gender equality. He explores how a culture based on 
toxic masculinity hurts both women and men (and their children); how men can 
become better allies in smashing the patriarchy; and how real gender equality 
creates advancements in both the workplace and the global economy. 

 

Dr. Michael Kaufman has worked in 50 countries with the United Nations, numerous governments, NGOs, 
and businesses. He is the sole male member of the G7 Gender Equality Advisory Council created by Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and co-chaired by Melinda Gates. Kaufman has written eight books on gender 
issues, democracy and development including The Guy's Guide to Feminism. 
 

 COUNTERPOINT |Social Science | JANUARY 2019 | WORLD  
 
 

Mark Obmascik  
IN THE CRADLE OF STORMS 
The Epic Story of One Diary, Two Soldiers, and the Forgotten 
Battle of WWII 
 

From a bestselling and Pulitzer Prize-winning writer, the heartbreaking, redemptive story of 

two soldiers, a horrific battle, and the unlikely road to forgiveness 
 

 To be featured on 60 MINUTES in Spring (in Alaska right now taping) 
 

With journalistic acumen, sensitivity, and unmatched narrative skills, prize–winning 
author Mark Obmascik tells the layered and moving story of two men bound 
together by a 19-page diary. He rediscovered a long-lost document from WWII – 
the diary of a Japanese surgeon that was recovered from his body by the 
American soldier who killed him, during the Battle of Attu in Alaska – and learned 

how its words sent shock waves through American troops and eventually changed two war-torn societies. 
Written as one desperate man’s final testament, the journal revealed the medic’s studies in America and his 
love for the US. Years later, it sent the dead medic’s daughter on a search for the truth behind her father’s 
life and legacy. And it drove the sergeant who killed her father to undertake a 40-year quest on two 
continents to find the daughter. 
 

Like Unbroken and In the Garden of Good and Evil, Mark Obmascik is writing the story of the internal and 
external storms of war. Obmascik is the critically acclaimed bestselling author of The Big Year: A Tale of Man, 
Nature, and Fowl Obsession, which received five “Best Book of the Year” citations and became a hit movie 
starring Jack Black, Steve Martin and Owen Wilson.  
 

 SIMON & SCHUSTER | History/WWII | MARCH 2019| WORLD ex Korea, China, Taiwan, 
Thailand, and Vietnam 
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James Polchin 
INDECENT ADVANCES  
The Hidden History of Murder and Masculinity Before Stonewall 
 

A skillful hybrid of true crime and social history examining how popular 
culture, the media, and the psychological profession portrayed crimes 

against gay men in the years leading up to the Stonewall Riots 
 

In this debut work, cultural critic and professor at New York University, James 
Polchin provides an important look at how violence against gay men was portrayed 
in popular culture, the media, and the psychological profession, depicting victims of 
horrendous crimes as its perpetrators until political activism brought violence 
against gay men out of the shadows. He traces how the murder of men by other 
men was depicted in the press from the end of World War I, when the return of 

damaged men and social dislocation were destabilizing traditional gender norms; through World War II and 
the Cold War, when gay men were seen as a danger on the home front; to the Stonewall era when gay men 
came to be seen as a class both historically victimized and increasingly visible. A cast of noted public 
figures—like J Edgar Hoover. Alfred Kinsey, Jack Kerouac, William Burroughs, Patricia Highsmith, James 
Baldwin, and Gore Vidal – is threaded through this complex subject.  
 

James Polchin, Ph.D., has taught at the Princeton Writing Program, the Parsons School of Design, the New 
School for Public Engagement, and the Creative Nonfiction foundation. His work has appeared The New 
Inquiry, Lambda Literary, Brevity, and the Gay and Lesbian Review Worldwide, among others. 
 

 COUNTERPOINT |History |JUNE 2019 | WORLD  
 
 

Carl Rollyson 
THE LAST DAYS OF SYLVIA PLATH 
 

With word of newly discovered poems by Sylvia Plath; fresh revelations about 
abuse inflicted on her by husband Ted Hughes; a Sylvia Plath exhibit at the 
National Portrait Gallery, and volume two of Plath's letters publishing now, 
renewed attention is being focused on this legendary poet. Among developments 
fueling the attention is the appearance of the archive of Harriet Rosenstein, 
which includes a long sought-after record of consultations Plath had with her 

trusted therapist Ruth Barnstable.  
 

Carl Rollyson, author of American Isis: The Life and Art of Sylvia Plath (SMP 2013), is ideally qualified 
to write this 50,000-60,000 word work, a concise narrative focusing on the last four months of Plath’s life. 
Along with an analysis of her final months, her poems written at that time, and her therapist’s observations, 
Rollyson will re-create the siege-like atmosphere that tormented Plath while recounting each day's effort to 
write, to reach out to friends, to care for her two children, and to remodel her life on a new basis.  Rollyson 
will also draw on the latest research on manic depressive illness, which he feels has much to offer in 
explaining the circumstances of these last months. 
 

Carl Rollyson, author, journalist and playwright, is Professor of Journalism at Baruch College, The City 
University of New York. He has published biographies of Lillian Hellman, Martha Gellhorn, Norman Mailer, 
Rebecca West, and Susan Sontag. 
 

 UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI PRESS | Biography |Spring 2020 | WORLD  
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Julia Scheeres 
JESUS LAND 
Reissue with new Afterword by the Author 
 

"A page turner...heart-stopping and enraging...focused, justified, and without a trace 
of self-pity. Shot through with poignancy." ––New York Times Book Review 

 
Over a decade after its first publication, Jesus Land remains deeply resonant 
with readers. This New York Times bestselling memoir is a gripping tale of rage 
and redemption, hope and humor, morality and malice―and most of all, the 
truth: that being a good person takes more than just going to church. 
 
For Julia and her adopted brother David, "Jesus Land" stretched from their 

parents' fundamentalist home, past the hostilities of high school, and deep into a Christian reform school in 
the Dominican Republic. For these two 16 year olds - brother and sister, black and white - the 1980s were a 
trial by fire. 
 

JULIA SCHEERES's essays, articles and book reviews have been published in The New York Times, Elle, 
New York, Marie Claire, O Magazine, Wired and many other publications.  
 

 COUNTERPOINT | Memoir | JUNE 2019 | WORLD   
 
 

Jared Yates Sexton  

THE MAN THEY WANTED ME TO BE 

Toxic Masculinity and Forging another Way for Men 
 

The author of The People Are Going to Rise Like the Waters Upon Your Shore 

turns his keen eye to our current crisis of masculinity, reflecting on his upbringing 
to examine the personal and societal dangers of the patriarchy 

 

Based on his provocative and hugely popular New York Times op-ed, The Man 
They Wanted Me to Be is both memoir and cultural analysis. Jared Yates Sexton 
alternates between an examination of his working-class upbringing and historical, 
psychological, and sociological sources that look at the genesis of toxic 
masculinity and its consequences for society.   
 

Donald Trump’s campaign successfully leveraged male resentment and entitlement, and now, with Trump as 
president and the rise of the #MeToo movement, it’s clear that our current definitions of masculinity are 
obsolete, even dangerous. This deeply personal and thoroughly researched volume explores how we teach 
boys what’s expected of men, and the long-term effects of that socialization—which include depression, 
shorter lives, misogyny, and even suicide. Sexton also examines the establishment of the racist patriarchal 
structure which has favored white men, and investigates the personal and societal dangers of outdated 
definitions of manhood. 
 

JARED YATES SEXTON is the author of The People Are Going to Rise Like the Waters Upon Your Shore. He 
is a contributing political writer at Salon, and his political writing has appeared in The New York Times, The 
New Republic, and elsewhere. Sexton is also the author of three collections of fiction and a crime novel, and 
is an associate professor of creative writing at Georgia Southern University.  
 

 COUNTERPOINT | Culture/Memoir | MAY  2019 | WORLD ENGLISH 
Translation: The Stuart Agency 
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Neil Shister 
RADICAL RITUAL: Lessons from Burning Man 
 

A captivating history of the Burning Man Festival proposing that what Florence was to the 
Renaissance, Black Rock City is to an unfolding cultural epoch that remains to be named 

 

It started with a scrap wood bonfire on a San Francisco beach in 1986 and today, it’s 
a week-long extravaganza in the Nevada desert for over 80,000. For six days in late 
August, ‘Black Rock City’ exists as a self-sustaining community and then on the 
seventh day, the residents of the temporary community break camp, taking care to 
"leave no trace." Written from Neil Shister’s perspective as a five-time participant, 
journalist, and student of American culture, Radical Ritual presents Burning Man as 
vitally, historically important, a significant player in the avant-garde, forging new 
social paradigms as liberal democracy unravels. In a wonderful mix of narrative 

storytelling and reportage, Radical Ritual discusses how Burning Man has impacted the not only the art and 
music worlds, but also disaster relief, urban renewal, the utilization of renewable energy and even the 
corporate governance of Google. 
 

NEIL SHISTER has been a correspondent with Time, television critic for The Miami Herald, and editor of 
Atlanta Magazine. He's taught at Hampshire College, Boston University, and George Washington University. 
He was a Peace Corps Volunteer in the Ivory Coast. 
 

 COUNTERPOINT |Culture | JULY 2019 | WORLD  (B&W images-8 page insert) 
 

Jill Tietjen and Barbara Bridges 
HOLLYWOOD: HER STORY:  
An Illustrated History of Women in Film 

 
  
 

 A rich historical timeline of 
women’s contributions to the 

movies 

 
 

This lavishly-illustrated documentation of women in the movie business since the 
beginning of its existence – when it was a mere flicker of light on the screen in 

1895 – to 2018, is a photo-treasure of film industry history. With more than 1900 women featured, there are 
names everyone knows and loves, but also hundreds of unknown women across all facets of the business –
acting, directing, producing, editing, casting, wardrobe, stunts, and technical innovation. The format is a 
timeline that includes a picture of each woman or the film or technology in which she was involved, and a 
short description of her significant accomplishments. Quotes and other images are placed throughout the 
book to provide a rich historical context of the societal and political events occurring at that time. 
 

Jill Tietjen is co-author of the award-winning book, Her Story: A Timeline of the Women who Changed 
America (HarperCollins 2008) and one of the top historians in the U.S. on scientific and technical women, and 
she nominates women of achievement for professional and national awards. Barbara Bridges is an 
entrepreneur, businesswomen, philanthropist and founder of Women+Film (a platform for amplifying 
women’s voices through film). She chaired the advisory board for PeaceJam, which was nominated for the 
Nobel Peace Prize.  
 

• LYONS PRESS | History/Women/Film | FEBRUARY 2019 | TRANSLATION 
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Scott Warren 
GENERATION CITIZEN: The Power of Youth in Our Politics 
 

Championing the activism of young people around the world, Generation Citizen 
is an empowering reminder of the positive power of politics, and 

an inspiring, actionable guide for anyone ready to fight for democracy 
 

It is young people who have always been the vanguard of political change, and 
right now, around the world, there is a new energy in the air and young people 
are taking the lead. They are demanding a better future and wielding their votes 
on the brink of adulthood.  Generation Citizen, an organization dedicated to 
empowering youth through revitalizing civics education began in 2009 during CEO 
and co-founder Scott Warren’s senior year of university. Here he details his 
international upbringing and political awakening, and he offers a practical guide, 
providing concrete steps to jumpstart an engagement with politics. Through 

interviews with students and historical portraits of young people who have enacted great political change—
Generation Citizen shows that time and again, it is the young who lead the way. 
 

SCOTT WARREN is the co-founder and the Chief Executive Officer of Generation Citizen. He has been 
named an Echoing Green Fellow, a Draper Richards Kaplan Fellow, and a Forbes 30 under 30 for Social 
Entrepreneurship. He has also been a Social Entrepreneur in Residence at Brown University, and a Social 
Entrepreneur in Residence at Tufts University. He is currently a Democracy Fellow at Brown University. Visit 
www.GenerationCitizen.org. 

 

 COUNTERPOINT | Political Science | MARCH 2019 | WORLD 
 

 
Wendy Willis 
THESE ARE STRANGE TIMES, MY DEAR  
 

A poet, activist, and mother traces her path as we careen 
toward this perilous moment in American political and civic life 

 

The pointed and wide-ranging essays in Wendy Willis’ These Are Strange Times, My 
Dear explore everything from personal resistance to the rise of political podcasts, 
civic loneliness to the exploitation of personal data, public outrage to the opioid 
crisis―all with a poet's gift for finding the sacred in the mundane, a hope in the 
dark. Even the essays hint at the lyrical complexities within: "A Million People on 
One String: Big Data and the Poetic Imagination," "Peeping in the Crack Under the 
Goddamn Door: One Citizen's Reflections on the Phenom that Is S-Town 94," 
"Reckoning with the Bros: Donald Trump, Robert Bly, and Swimming in the Sea of 

Grief.”  Willis returns to the demanding question posed by Czech writer, activist, and politician Václav Havel: 
What does it mean to live in truth? As a way to hear this question and to begin an answer, Willis circles 
around it, to realize her duties and reactions to truth and power as a woman, a mother, a lawyer, and a 
poet. 
 
WENDY WILLIS is a winner of the Dorothy Brunsman Poetry Prize, and she has published two books of 
poetry. Her writing appears in many journals, including New England Review, Oregon Humanities, Poetry 
Northwest, The Rumpus, Zócalo Public Square, and ZYZZYVA. Willis is a lawyer, the executive director of the 
Deliberative Democracy Consortium. 
 

 COUNTERPOINT |Essays | FEBRUARY 2019 |WORLD 
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Nicole Chung 
ALL YOU CAN EVER KNOW 
 

AUDIO: RECORDED BOOKS/HIGHBRIDGE (in a five-way auction) 
 

*TIME Magazine, 1 of 13 top books for fall 

*BARNES & NOBLE Discover Great New Writers SelecTion* 

*AMAZON, Most Anticipated Book* 

*APPLE “Best Books of the month” selection 

*ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY, 1 of 20 Books You Need to Read This Season* 
*THE WASHINGTON POST, 1 of 20 Books to Read This Fall* 

*PUBLISHERS WEEKLY, One of the Big Indie Books of Fall 2018* 
*An American Booksellers Association Indie Next Pick* 

*ELLE, 1 of 28 Best Books to Read in Fall 2018* 
*LIBRARY JOURNAL Editors’ Pick for Fall 2018* 

*BOOK RIOT, 1 of 10 New Releases to Put on Hold at the Library Right Now* 

*CBC Books, 1 of 15 works from Around the World to Watch for This Fall* 
*An official JUNIOR LIBRARY GUILD Selection* 

 

““An urgent, incandescent exploration of what it can mean to love, and of who gets to 
belong, in an increasingly divided country. Nicole Chung’s powerful All You Can Ever Know is 

necessary reading, a dazzling light to help lead the way during these times.”   
—R. O. Kwon, author of The Incendiaries 

 

With warmth, candor, and startling insight, Chung tells of her search for the people who gave her up for 
adoption, which coincided with the birth of her own child. All You Can Ever Know is a profound, moving 
chronicle of surprising connections and the repercussions of unearthing painful family secrets—vital reading 
for anyone who has ever struggled to figure out where they belong.  
 

Debut author Nicole Chung writes for The New York Times, GQ, Longreads, BuzzFeed, and Shondaland, 
among others. She is Catapult magazine's editor in chief and former managing editor of The Toast.  
 

•CATAPULT | Memoir | OCTOBER 2018 | WORLD 
 

Scott Poole 
WASTELAND: The Great War and the Origins of Modern Horror 
 

“Thoroughly engrossing …will make it hard for readers who haven’t considered the 
wartime context for horror’s emergence to forget it." —Starred Publishers Weekly 

 

For fans of Erik Larson's The Devil in the White City or Margaret MacMillan's Paris 
1919, Scott Poole’s newest work brilliantly traces the confluence of the history, 
technology, and art that gave us modern horror films and literature. Like those 
beloved cultural historians, Poole makes never before established connections 
between historical events and the modern psyche, tracing the First World War’s 
impact on the work of iconic writers, artists, and thinkers of the modern era.   
 

Poole chronicles the era’s major figures—Freud, T. S. Eliot, H. P. Lovecraft, 
Wilfred Owen, Peter Lorre, David Cronenberg, and Freddy Krueger—as well as 
their influences. Wasteland is a surprising—and wholly convincing—perspective 
on horror that also speaks to the audience for history, film, and popular culture. 

 

W. Scott Poole is a Professor of History at the College of Charleston, teaching and writing about horror and 
popular culture. His books include the award-winning Monsters in America and the biography Vampira: Dark 
Goddess of Horror.  He is a Bram Stoker award nominee for his critically acclaimed biography of H.P. 
Lovecraft, In the Mountains of Madness.  
 

• COUNTERPOINT | Pop Culture/History |OCTOBER 2018 |WORLD 
AUDIO: Blackstone 
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Amy J. Radin  
THE CHANGE MAKER'S PLAYBOOK 
How to Seek, Seed and Scale Innovation in Any Company 
 

The fast and furious forces of change stimulated by technology, demographics, 
lifestyles, and their economic, environmental, political and regulatory impacts are easy 
to see, easy to talk about, and easy to intellectualize. BUT the answers are hard to 
execute on, and require nuanced combinations of leadership, skills, strategy and 
tactics.  
 

Nationally recognized Fortune 100 Chief Marketing and Innovation Officer, advisor and 
investor Amy Radin has created a 9-part framework stemming from her own 
experience sitting in innovation hot seats. The framework reduces the ambiguity, 

messiness, uncertainty, and unpredictability in innovation, giving leaders the tools to increase the potential 
for upside and feel more in control of potential risk. Radin serves on the Board of the American Institute of 
Chartered Public Accountants, where she advises on marketing strategy and the impact of technology for 
650,000 members across the globe.  
 

 CITY POINT PRESS | Business | SEPTEMBER 2018 | WORLD 
Audio: Brilliance (pre-empt); Soundview (summary rights) 
 

Sandra Scheller  
TRY TO REMEMBER-NEVER FORGET: Memoirs of Holocaust Survivor 
Ruth Goldschmiedova Sax  
 

Ruth story begins in Moravia in 1928, where she lived comfortably with her parents. 
She was 11 when the Nazis invaded Czechoslovakia and in 1941, the family was 
transported to Theresienstadt. Ruth was shaved to prevent lice infestation and her 
feet were wrapped in paper to keep them warm in the winter. In 1944, she was sent 
to Auschwitz, where she faced Dr. Mengele half a dozen times. Here Sandra 
Scheller, Ruth’s daughter, tells Ruth’s story of perseverance, love and miraculous 
survival. The 2016 edition of Try to Remember, Never Forget received the iUniverse 
Editor’s Choice Award, the Gayle Mc Candliss Literacy Award, the Multi-cultural 
Motion Picture Association 2017-2018 author/documentary award, and recognition 
from President Obama as well as the USA Holocaust Memorial Museum. 

 

 iUNIVERSE STAR | Memoir | MAY 2018 |WORLD 
 

 

Manfred F.R. Kets de Vries  
THE HAPPINESS EQUATION: Meditations on Happiness (2017) 
 

Just sold in China, and earlier editions (2002+2007) sold in  

Estonia, Russia, Hungary, Holland, and France 
 

From one of world's leading leadership thinkers (according to The Financial Times, 
Le Capital, Wirtschaftswoche, and The Economist); the Raoul de Vitry d'Avaucourt 
Chair of Leadership Development at INSEAD, Fontainebleau, Singapore and Abu 
Dhabi; and author of 48 books and over 500 scientific papers on leadership, career 
development, and organizational change, comes this new edition of The Happiness 
Equation with illustrations throughout by Philip Harris.  Manfred Kets de Vries’s work 
has been translated into more than 20 languages. 
 

 

 KDVI PRESS | Business/Personal Transformation| WORLD 
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Richard Chiem  
KING OF JOY 
 

“Transfixing: an imaginative meditation on emotional survival, isolation, and the beauty 
and limitations of human connection.”—Melissa Broder, author of The Pisces 
 

“What a funny, fresh, bittersweet masterpiece… Every page brings a new set of 
wonders.”—Alissa Nutting, author of Made for Love 
 

From one of the most exciting and risk-taking new literary voices, Richard 
Chiem’s debut novel is the triumphant, electrifying story of one woman’s quest 
for survival against all odds. The tale is equal parts sledgehammer and sweet 
song; a neon, pulsing portrait of grief that serves as a reminder that resilience 
can be found even in our most hopeless moments.  
 

Corvus has always had an overactive imagination. Growing up, she develops a 
unique coping mechanism: she can imagine herself out of any situation, 

escaping into scenes from fantasy novels, pop songs, and action/adventure movies, and surviving by turning 
the everyday into just another role to play in the movie of her life. After a tragic loss, Corvus finds a sadness 
so great she can’t imagine it away. Instead, she finds Tim, a pornographer with unconventional methods who 
offers her a new way to escape into movies. But when a sinister plot of greed and betrayal is revealed, 
Corvus fights to reclaim her independence, and she discovers she’s stronger than she ever imagined. 
 

Richard Chiem is the author ofYou Private Person, named one of Publishers Weekly’s 10 Essential Books of 
the American West. His work has been published in City Arts, Vol. 1 Brooklyn, Fanzine, 3:AM Magazine, and 
Moss, among other venues. He has taught at Hugo House and at the University of Washington. 
 

 SOFT SKULL PRESS | MARCH 2019 | WORLD  
 

 
Nnamdi Ehirim  
PRINCE OF MONKEYS A NOVEL 
 

A provocative debut novel by a brilliant young Nigerian writer, tackling politics, class, 
spirituality, and power , as a group of friends come of age in Lagos 
 

This debut novel, a lyrical, meditative observation of Nigerian life, religion, and 
politics at the end of the 20th century, opens in middle-class Lagos during the 
late ‘80s. Ihechi and his band of close friends discover the city together as 
teenagers with differing opinions of everything from film to football, Fela Kuti to 
spirituality, sex to politics. They remain close-knit until tragedy strikes during an 
anti-government riot.  
 

Exiled from Lagos by his concerned mother, Ihechi moves in with his uncle’s 
family, eventually making a life for himself by leveraging his connection with a 
notorious prostitution linchpin and political heavyweight. But just as he’s about 

to ascend into the elite political class, Ihechi reunites with his childhood friends and experiences a crisis of 
conscience that forces him to question his world, his  motives, and who he should become.  
 

Nnamdi Ehirim is a 26-year-old Nigerian writer based in Lagos and Madrid. His writing has appeared in 
Afreada, Brittle Paper, Catapult, Kalahari Review, and The Republic.  
 

• COUNTERPOINT | APRIL 2019 | WORLD  
 

mailto:JudyKlein@Kleinworks.com


 

 

JudyKlein@Kleinworks.com               Kleinworks Agency  FALL 2018                 Page 11 

 

Jessica Handler  
THE MAGNETIC GIRL 
 

“It's impossible that a novel can be this beautiful, this haunting, and this resonant … The 
Magnetic Girl is a gorgeous, brutal book: a strange alchemy of love, fear, fate, and hope.”  

—Wiley Cash, New York Times bestselling author of The Last Ballad 
 

“A compassionate, clear-eyed coming-of-age tale…What a unique, accomplished debut!”  
—Therese Anne Fowler, bestselling author of Z: A Novel of Zelda Fitzgerald  

 

“Jessica Handler brings history to glorious life in a captivating tale anchored by masterful 
writing, especially the vivid, unique voice she gives to Lulu Hurst.” 

—Joshilyn Jackson, New York Times bestselling author of Gods in Alabama  
 

In her lushly atmospheric first novel, Jessica Handler presents an exceptional 
woman--a virtually forgotten 19th century stage performer who, two decades after 
the Civil War, “captivates” audiences in an electrifying way. 

 

It’s 1883 and electricity is barely a rumor when 13 year-old Lulu Hurst finds an obscure book on her father’s 
bookshelf called The Truth of Mesmeric Influence and she begins captivating friends and family, controlling 
their thoughts and actions for brief moments at a time. Her father sees a unique opportunity and grooms his 
daughter into The Magnetic Girl. Lulu travels the Eastern seaboard, lifting grown men in parlor chairs and 
throwing them across the stage with her “electrical charge.”  As she delves into the mysterious book’s pages, 
Lulu discovers keys to her father’s past and her own future--but how will she harness its secrets to heal her 
family? 
 

Gorgeously envisioned, set at a time when the emerging presence of electricity raised suspicions about the 
other-worldly gospel of Spiritualism, this novel offers a unique portrait of a forgotten period, seen through 
the eyes of one young woman and her power over her family, her community, and ultimately, herself.   
 

Jessica Handler is the author of the acclaimed memoir Invisible Sisters. Her work  has appeared on NPR, in 
Tin House, Drunken Boat, Full Grown People, Brevity, Newsweek, The Washington Post, and More Magazine. 
 

 HUB CITY | APRIL 2019 |WORLD 
 

Wayne Koestenbaum  
CIRCUS  
Reissue with new Introduction by Rachel Kushner 
 

“If Debussy and Robert Walser had collaborated on an opera, it would sound like this.” 
—John Ashbery 

 

A new edition of beloved poet and cultural critic Wayne Koestenbaum’s first novel Moira 
Orfei in Aigues-Mortes (2004), called “dazzlingly seductive” by Bookforum, with a new introduction by 
bestselling novelist Rachel Kushner, just shortlisted for the 2018 Man Booker Prize! 
 

For five years, concert pianist Theo Mangrove has been living at his family’s home, recovering from a 
nervous breakdown that derailed his career, and attempting to relieve his relentless polysexual appetite in 
the company of male hustlers, random strangers, music students, his aunt, and occasionally his wife. As he 
prepares for a comeback recital in Aigues-Mortes, a walled medieval town in southern France, he becomes 
obsessed with the idea that the Italian circus star Moira Orfei must perform alongside him. Extravagantly 
(and tragicomically) describing his hallucinatory plans in a series of twenty-five notebooks, he assembles an 
incantatory meditation on performance, failure, fame, decay, and delusion.   
 

Wayne Koestenbaum’s most recent books are The Queen’s Throat: Opera, Homosexuality, and the 
Mystery of Desire, a National Book Critics Circle Award finalist, and Jackie Under My Skin: Interpreting an 
Icon. He is a Distinguished Professor of English at City University of New York, Graduate Center. 
 

 SOFT SKULL | JULY 2019 | WORLD  
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Thomas Kohnstamm 

LAKE CITY 
 

“Lake City is a darkly funny and extremely relevant debut novel about American inequality 
and moral authority, featuring a sad-sack antihero who takes way too long to grow up. 
When he finally does, the results are beautiful … a lesson in how the place we’re from 
never fully lets us go.” —Anthony Doerr, author of All the Light We Cannot See 
 

This entertaining first novel of misdirected ambition, unchecked gentrification, 
urban bifurcation and the fine art of deli counter mismanagement is set in Seattle's 
Lake City neighborhood, squarely in the wake of the 9/11 tragedy and at the peak 
of Seattle's first wave of tech-boom gentrification. Lane Bueche licks his wounds 
and schemes how to win back his Manhattanite wife and her trust fund. That 
scheme careens off the tracks when he gets involved in a plot to seduce and 
sabotage a troubled birth mother from his neighborhood. Lane soon finds himself 

in a zero-sum game between the families as he straddles two cultures, classes and worlds.   
 

Thomas Kohnstamm was a guidebook writer for Lonely Planet, and is the author of the best-selling travel 

memoir, Do Travel Writers Go to Hell? (Broadway 2008) recently optioned for a feature by Vice Films.  He is 
an award winning animator, recently selling a 6-episode animated comedy to FX, and he was a 2017 fellow 
at the Sundance “New Voices” Lab.   
 

 COUNTERPOINT | DECEMBER 2018 | WORLD 
 
 

Erin McGraw 
JOY: AND 52 OTHER VERY SHORT STORIES 
 

Widely celebrated, Erin McGraw returns with her strongest collection yet, 
very short stories that will haunt you and amuse you and are impossible to forget 

 
Claire Messud described Erin McGraw’s last collection of stories as “at once 
laugh-out-loud funny and utterly serious, [exploring] life’s profundity through 
its details.” This is even truer of McGraw’s new collection, Joy. 
 

In these very short stories, narrators step out of themselves to explain their lives to us, sometimes 
defensively, sometimes regretfully, other times deceitfully. Voices include those of the impulsive first-time 
murderer, the depressed pet sitter, the assistant of Patsy Cline, the anxiety-riddled new mother, the aged 
rock and roller, the girlfriend of your husband—human beings often (incredibly) unaware of the turning 
points staring them in the face. 
 

Crossing time, states, class, and religions, McGraw’s stories are on the edge, causing you to wince even as 
you laugh. And she will make you need to read some sentences out loud. 
 

Erin McGraw is the author of the novels The Seamstress of Hollywood Boulevard and The Baby Tree as well 
as the story collections The Good Life, Lies of the Saints and Bodies at Sea. Her work has appeared in The 
Atlantic Monthly, Good Housekeeping, The Southern Review, The Kenyon Review, STORY, The Georgia 
Review, and many other publications. 

  

 COUNTERPOINT |MARCH 2019 | WORLD ENGLISH  
Translation: Brandt & Hochman 

  

mailto:JudyKlein@Kleinworks.com


 

 

JudyKlein@Kleinworks.com               Kleinworks Agency  FALL 2018                 Page 13 

 

 
Joel Mowdy 
FLOYD HARBOR 
 

"Floyd Harbor brings to mind Denis Johnson and Irvine Welsh, though it’s as moving and 
ecstatic as the early songs of Bruce Springsteen. "  
—Zachary Lazar, author of Vengeance 
 

"Mowdy writes beautifully about one part of America left behind in the great heartless 
scramble that constitutes our society."  

—Jim Shepard, author of The World to Come 
 

"These quietly heartbreaking, mordantly funny stories of people just hanging on, hoping for 
the tide to turn, are must-reads."  
—Peter Ho Davies, author of The Fortunes 
 

The 12 linked stories in Joel Mowdy's first book take place in and around Mastic 
Beach, a community on New York's Long Island that's close to the wealthy Hamptons but long afflicted by 
widespread poverty. The characters, mostly in their teens and early twenties, struggle to become 
independent in ways ranging from taking typical low-paying jobs—hotel laundry, janitorial, restaurant, and 
landscaping work—to highly ingenious schemes to exchanging sexual favors for a place to stay. Neighbor-
hoods of small bungalows—formerly vacation homes—with dilapidated boats in the driveways hint at the 
waterways that open up close by. Mowdy brings to his affecting collection a gift for discerning and lingering 
on the essential moments in his characters' stories. He intimately and vividly illuminates lives that too seldom 
see the light. 
 

Joel Mowdy completed the MFA in fiction at the University of Michigan, where he was awarded the Prize in 
Creative Writing and the Moveen Residency. He splits his time homesteading with his wife and son in the 
forest in Lithuania, and teaching at Green School in Bali, Indonesia. 
 
 

 COUNTERPOINT |MARCH 2019 | WORLD  
 
 

Melissa Peterson 
JIMMY JAMES BLOOD 
 

This is the story of a rough group of teenagers growing up in a twisted rural 
logging town. There are no local jobs. There is no sense of safety. But there is a 
small group of loyal friends, a truck waiting with the engine running, a pair of 
boots covered in blood, and a hot Colt 1911 with a pearl pistol grip. 
 

We’re introduced to this crew and the hardscrabble life that shapes them 
through the reminiscences of Vera Violet, whom we first meet when she’s trying 
to outrun the violent episode that has just torn apart the close knit group and 
thrown Violet’s life into chaos. 
 

First novelist Melissa Peterson’s nonfiction has been published by Camas 
Magazine, Flyway: Journal of Writing and Environment, Oregon Quarterly, and Seal Press among others.  
 

 CATAPULT |FALL 2019 | WORLD 
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 Deborah Shapiro 
THE SUMMER DEMANDS 
 

“Shapiro’s prose is elegant, effortless, but it’s her characters that will keep you up late 
into the night, hoping you can save them.”  — Stephanie Danler, author of Sweetbitter 
 

“Deborah Shapiro’s keen wit and deep compassion give her a dazzling grasp of her 
complex, passionate characters.” —Sam Lipsyte, author of Home Land and Venus Drive 
 

“Sultry, shrewd, unnerving, and simply magnetic."—Rebecca Kauffman, author of The 
Gunners  
 

Taking place over a single summer in a landscape that refuses to be tamed, The 
Summer Demands is a beautiful, quietly startling exploration of the sting of 
seduction, of rage, and of how desire and ambition shift over time. 
 

On the verge of her 40th birthday, and shaken by a recent miscarriage, Emily inherits an abandoned summer 
camp. She soon discovers an unexpected guest living undetected in one of the cabins, a magnetic 22-year-
old named Stella. The two women talk, drink, swim, watch seductive French films through long afternoons, 
and soon Emily finds herself playing friend, mother, lover to Stella. Each encounter promises to bring Emily a 
little closer to an understanding of her own identity, but they also put her marriage and future at risk.  
 

Deborah Shapiro’s writing has appeared in The New York Times Book Review, Los Angeles Review of 
Books, Sight Unseen, Tin House, Literary Hub, Chicago magazine, Washington Square Review, and 
elsewhere. Her first novel, The Sun in Your Eyes, was published in 2016, and was selected as an Editors’ 
Choice by The New York Times Book Review. 
 

 CATAPULT |JUNE 2019 | WORLD ENGLISH 

Translation: The Karpfinger Agency  
 

Lynne Tillman 
AMERICAN GENIUS (reissue) 
Reissue with a new Introduction by Lucy Ives 
 
 

A new edition of a contemporary classic 
 

“Tillman’s beautifully constructed sentences create their own propulsion, able 
to take a reader in any direction at any moment. From the opening pages, a 
singular consciousness emerges, both porous and radically isolated, and by 
stripping out most other elements, the book confirms the ultimate primacy of 
literary voice, of which this is a rare triumph." —Vulture, ONE OF THE 100 BEST 
BOOKS OF THE 21ST CENTURY 

 

“What emerges here is a bold showcase of a novel, a cabinet of curiosity, a proposal for 

what fiction could be.”—The New York Times Book Review 
 

In the hypnotic, masterful American Genius, A Comedy, a former historian 
spending time in a residential home, mental institute, artist’s colony, or sanitarium, is spinning tales of her 
life and ruminating on her many and varied preoccupations: chair design, textiles, pet deaths, family trauma, 
a lost brother, the Manson family, the Zulu alphabet, loneliness, memory, and sensitive kin—and what 
“sensitivity” means in our culture and society.  
 

Lynne Tillman’s novels include Men and Apparitions and No Lease on Life (a finalist for the National Book 
Critics Circle Award). Her essay collection What Would Lynne Tillman Do? was a finalist for the National Book 
Critics Circle Award in Criticism. She is a recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship and a Creative Capital/ Warhol 
Foundation grant for arts writing, and is a Professor/Writer-in-Residence at the University of Albany.  
 

 SOFT SKULL PRESS | FEBRUARY 2019 | WORLD 
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KLEINWORKS Deals SINCE LONDON BOOK FAIR 2018 

 

1.  HITLER’S PAWN/Stephen Koch – UK rights to Amberley 

2.  STILL LIVES/Maria Hummel – UK rights to Quercus 

3.  WENDELL BERRY STORIES – UK rights to Penguin Press 

4.  THE VISITORS/Maeve Brennan / UK rights to New Island 

5.  THE LONESOME BODYBUILDER/Yukiko Motoya – UK rights to Little Brown/Corsair 

6.  GIRLS GUIDE TO PERSONAL HYGIENE/Tallulah Pomeroy – UK rights to Scribe 

7.  HEART BERRIES/Terese Mailhot – SPANISH rights to Planeta 

8.  HEART BERRIES/Terese Mailhot – FRENCH CANADIAN rights to Marchand de    
 feuilles 
 

9.   THE TIME HAS COME/Michael Kaufman – CANADIAN rights to Anansi 

10.  THE TIME HAS COME/Michael Kaufman – FRENCH rights to XYZ 

11.  THE TIME HAS COME/Michael Kaufman – KOREAN rights to Bada 

12.  THEE PSYCHICK BIBLE/Genesis Breyer P-Orridge – SPANISH rights to Caja Negra 

13.  WHAT ARE PEOPLE FOR?/Wendell Berry – SPANISH rights to Nuevo Inicio 

14.  THE WORLD-ENDING FIRE/Wendell Berry – SPANISH rights to Errata Naturae 

15.  LIFE IS A MIRACLE/Wendell Berry – SPANISH rights to Nuevo Inicio 

16.  SCORCH ATLAS/Blake Butler – ITALIAN rights to Pidgin Edizioni 

17.  10 THINGS YOUR STUDENT W/AUTISM…/Ellen Notbohm – HUNGARIAN Rights to 
   Geobook 
 

18.  TRACE/Lauret Savoy – CHINESE rights to Southwest China Normal University Press 

19.  1616: THE WORLD IN MOTION/Thomas Christenson – CHINESE rights to Shanghai   
  Culture 
 

20.  HOPE FOR FILM/Ted Hope – CHINESE rights to Ginkgo 

21.  THE HAPPINESS EQUATION/Manfred Kets de Vries – CHINESE rights to People's  
  Oriental Press  
 

22.  LEADERS, FOOLS AND IMPOSTORS/Manfred Kets de Vries – CHINESE rights to 
  People's Oriental Publishing & Media 
 

23.  INDIGO ADULTS/Kabir Jaffe – TAIWAN rights to Cosmic Garden 

24.  THE CHANGEMAKER’S PLAYBOOK/Amy Radin – AUDIO rights to BRILLIANCE 
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CO-AGENTS for KLEINWORKS 

 

 

 

Brazil/South America 
Teresa Vilarrubla 
The Foreign Office 
 
China/Taiwan  
Maggie Han/Chris Lin/Wendy King 
Big Apple Agency  
 
France 
Marleen Seegers/Chrys Armefti 
2 Seas Literary Agency 
 
Germany 
Annelie Geissler/Ronit Zafran 
Mohrbooks AG Literary Agency 
 
Greece 
Evangelia Avloniti 
Ersilia Literary Agency 
 
Hungary 
Peter Bolza 
Katai & Bolza Literary Agents 
 
Israel  
Geula Geurts 
Deborah Harris Agency 
 
Italy 
Maura Solinas/Piergiorgio Nicolazzini  
Piergiorgio Nicolazzini Literary Agency 
 
 
 

Japan 
Non-exclusive 
 
Korea 
Non-exclusive 
 
Netherlands 
Marleen Seegers/Chrys Armefti 
2 Seas Literary Agency 
 
Poland  
Piotr Wawrzeńczyk/Aleksandra Lapinska 
Book/lab 
 
Scandinavia 
Marleen Seegers/Chrys Armefti 
2 Seas Literary Agency 
 
Spain/Portugal 
Teresa Vilarrubla 
The Foreign Office 
 
Turkey 
Amy Marie Spangler/Cansu Canseven/ 
Doğan Terzi 
Anatolialit Agency 
 
UK 
Ben Fowler/Anna Carmichael 
Abner Stein Agency 
 
 

 
 

  

JUDY KLEIN 
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