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Jeffery Renard Allen – FAT TIME  
 

"[A] masterly new novel . . . It sagely explores themes of religion, class, art and genius, and introduces elements of magic realism . . 
. resulting in the kind of imaginative work only a prodigiously gifted risk-taker could produce." 

    —The New York Times Book Review on SONG OF THE SHANK 
 

FAT TIME is the powerful new collection from PEN/Faulkner Award finalist Jeffery Renard Allen. Encompassing ten short 

stories, the collection is loosely linked around African notions of time and place, along with African views of space, cosmol-

ogy, and metaphysics. The stories are set in invented locations in both Africa and America and play out over a continuum of 

time. A deeper linkage emerges in the form of a shadow narrative about, on the one hand, destruction in the specific form of 

violence to the Black body, and on the other, creation and making, namely through the idioms of music and painting. 

 

Allen daringly weaves in elements of both historical fact and the fantastic throughout FAT TIME. “Paraphernalia” relays the 

surprising results when the daughter of a religious leader convinces the world heavyweight boxing champions to host her 

sixteenth birthday party at his home. Familiar figures come into focus throughout too: in the title story “Fat Time” (previ-

ously published on Granta.com), Allen riffs on the boxer Jack Johnson, while Jimi Hendrix and Francis Bacon play central 

roles in “Heads” (previously published in the Oxford American). Taken together, these ten stories represent a contemporary 

master at the top of his craft.  

 

Jeffery Renard Allen is the author of five books including the novels SONG OF THE SHANK and RAILS UNDER MY 

BACK, which won the Chicago Tribune‘s Heartland Prize for Fiction; the short story collection HOLDING PATTERN, 

which received The Ernest J. Gaines Award for Literary Excellence; and two collections of poetry. A Professor of Creative 

Writing at the University of Virginia, Allen is the recipient of a Whiting Writers’ Award, a grant in Innovative Literature 

from the Creative Capital Foundation, and a Guggenheim Fellowship. 

 

jefferyrenardallen.com 

 

• fiction 

World English: Graywolf Press (2020) 

All rights: CCLA 

 

 

Judy A. Bernstein and Alephonsion Deng – DISTURBED IN THEIR NESTS: A Journey From Sudan's Dinkaland to San 

Diego's City Heights 
 

When he arrived in America at 19 years old, Sudanese refugee Alephonsion Deng had never owned shoes or flipped a light 

switch. The suburban mom who greeted him at the International Rescue Committee in San Diego, Judy Bernstein, had 

never left her SUV to ride the bus. Their memoir, SMELLING WATER, recounts the initial collision of their cultures, grow-

ing trust, and ultimate friendship in adjusting Alepho to his new country, and reveals two very different ideas about Amer-

ica and its promises. This is the story of Alepho’s first year in America. 

 

The authors’ first book, THEY POURED FIRE ON US FROM THE SKY (Public Affairs, 2005) tells the story of Alepho’s life 

in Sudan; it received numerous honors including the Washington Post Top 100 Books of 2005 and the National Conflict Res-

olution Center Peacemakers Award. It was a Los Angeles Times Bestseller, has gone back to press 25 times, and launched 

Alepho as a sought-after public speaker.  This is their second work together. 

 

www.theypouredfirebooks.com  
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•  nonfiction 
North American: Blackstone Books (November 2018) 

All rights: CCLA 
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Jane Brox – SILENCE: A Social History of One of the Least Understood Elements of Our Lives 

  
"Jane Brox takes [a] curious, thin slice of history and makes of it a dazzling epic..." 

                                                   —TIME Magazine on BRILLIANT: A History of Artificial Light 
 

In this remarkable history, critically acclaimed and award-winning author Jane Brox examines the institution of silence 

from monastic communion with God to the punitive isolation of inmates. With precision and grace, SILENCE explores the 

use of silence as both a threat and a tool over time, and our often-fraught relationship with communication and solitude as it 

has evolved in our digital lives.  
 

Brox starts in 12th century Provence when Cistercian monks took vows of silence to achieve stillness and profound medita-

tion. The story continues as this monastic tradition, along with European concepts of prison reform and the American En-

lightenment, gave 19th century social reformers high hopes for the capacity of silence to redeem and rehabilitate at Philadel-

phia’s Eastern State Penitentiary. Through moments of subtle, heart-stopping tension, Brox reveals how this heritage has led 

us into an age in which peaceful, transformative quiet is increasingly difficult to come by. 
 

Jane Brox’s titles include BRILLIANT: The Evolution of Artificial Light (a Time Magazine top ten nonfiction book of 2010) 

and FIVE THOUSAND DAYS LIKE THIS ONE, (a 1999 finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award in nonfiction). 

She has been awarded grants from the John Simon Guggenheim Foundation and the National Endowment for the Arts, and 

she has taught at Bowdoin College and Harvard University.  

 

janebrox.com 
 

•  nonfiction 

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt (January 2019) 

All rights: CCLA 

 

 

Cherie Burns – DIVING FOR STARFISH: The Jeweler, The Actress, The Heiress and One of the World's Most Alluring 

Pieces of Jewelry  
 

“Cherie Burns has written a unique tale about a pin, a famous pin in fact. Part detective story, part quest, both wrapped in a mys-
tery. It's a fascinating read… Does [Burns] solve the mystery of the beautiful missing pin?      
       —Barbara Taylor Bradford, Author of The Cavendon Luck 
 

The House of Boivin, purveyor of sumptuous jewelry to the world’s wealthiest, created five ruby and amethyst starfish 

brooches in the uncertain years preceding the Second World War. The pieces have moved beneath the surface of public 

awareness ever since, bought and sold in the utmost secrecy, spoken of but seldom seen. DIVING FOR STARFISH is journal-

ist Cherie Burns’s intimate chronicle of these five legendary artifacts, the secrets they have held in the 75 years they have 

adorned the high societies of New York and Paris, and the larger-than-life personalities who feature in their tale: among 

them a brilliant French jewelry designer, an American Standard Oil heiress and fashion icon, and an Academy Award-win-

ning star of stage and screen. 
 

Burns’s pursuit of these five ruby starfish, considered among the most important jewels of the twentieth century, carries us 

along through the romantic passions, intrigues, squabbles—and sometimes bedrooms—of everyone who ever owned or sold 

one. Her hunt for these histories reveals that on the unregulated, swashbuckling frontier of jewelry collection, the transpar-

ent cases in the showrooms bear no resemblance to the mystery and intrigue of the backrooms, where fortunes are lost and 

made.  
 

Cherie Burns is the author of SEARCHING FOR BEAUTY: The Life of Millicent Rogers (St. Martin’s Press, 2011) and THE 

GREAT HURRICANE: 1938 (Grove/Atlantic, 2005). Her writing has appeared in such publications as The New York Times 
Magazine, People, Glamour, Sports Illustrated, and The Wall Street Journal. 
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cherieburns.com 
 
• nonfiction 

World Rights: St. Martin’s Press (April 2018) 

 

Jill Eisenstadt – SWELL 
 

“Don't call it a comeback – call it the literary comeback of the year."  
            —Rolling Stone 
 

When Sue and Dan Glassman moved into their house in Rockaway, Queens, they cared more about escaping their cramped 

Tribeca apartment than the house itself. The family was so desperate for more room, Sue even finally gave into her father-

in-law’s demand that she convert to Judaism so that he’d help out with the purchase. As her oldest daughter puts it, she 

“sold her soul for a sea view and a few extra bathrooms.” Then there’s the fact that the house is in need of major repair, is 

known around town as “The Murder House,” and might be haunted. 
  
On the weekend of Sue’s religious conversion party, the house’s previous owner, ninety-year-old Rose, escapes from her 

assisted living facility and shows up at the door. And while the house is nothing special to the Glassmans, Rose – who once 

literally got away with murder there – is not quite ready to part with it. In fact, suitcase in tow, she seems intent on moving 

back in. Meanwhile, the Glassmans’ neighbor Tim (who originally appeared in Eisenstadt’s debut FROM ROCKAWAY) is 

also drawn into their orbit. Before long, the situation in the house begins to spin out of control. SWELL is a deft exploration 

of family, relationships, and the perils of living in a world rife with uncertainty. By turns insightful and grimly hilarious, 

this kaleidoscope-like novel presents a world forever shifting under the feet of both readers and characters until even the 

most outrageous events begin to seem reasonable. 
 

Jill Eisenstadt's FROM ROCKAWAY (Knopf 1987/Vintage Contemporaries 1998) was published to wide praise with film 

rights optioned by Sydney Pollack, and is forthcoming in paperback reissue in April 2017 from Little Brown. Her essays, 

articles, and short fiction have appeared in such publications as The New York Times, New York Magazine, Vogue, Elle, 
Bomb, The Best of the New York Times “City Section” and Best American Sex Writing. She lives in Brooklyn with her hus-

band, the writer Michael Drinkard. 
 

jilleisenstadt.com 

 

 fiction  
World English: Little, Brown/Lee Boudreaux Books (June 2017) 

All rights: CCLA 

 

 

Barbara Hannah Grufferman – LOVE YOUR AGE:  

The Small-Step Solution to a Better, Longer, Happier Life 

 
AARP’s positive living expert Barbara Hannah Grufferman's LOVE YOUR AGE is an accessible and elucidating guide to mo-

tivate busy, digitally-savvy women to take charge of their health, fitness, and style. In this cross between bestsellers EAT 

THIS, NOT THAT! and FRENCH WOMEN DON’T GET FACELIFTS, Grufferman cuts through the noise of our youth-cen-

tric media and offers women the tools they need—with a big dose of sass—to look, feel and be fabulous in midlife and be-

yond. 

  

Barbara Hannah Grufferman appears frequently on national television and radio, contributes a widely-read front page col-

umn to The Huffington Post and the AARP (American Association of Retired People) blog, and hosts a popular series for the 

AARP YouTube Channel. For her outspoken support of healthy aging, the National Osteoporosis Foundation named her 

their Ambassador for Bone Health. She is the author of THE BEST OF EVERYTHING AFTER 50 (Running Press, 2010). 
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barbarahannahgrufferman.com | @BGrufferman 

  

· nonfiction 

World Rights: National Geographic Books (February 2018) 

  



Cynthia Cannell Literary Agency 

7 

Mary Rodgers Guettel and Jesse Green – Mary Rodgers Guettel’s Untitled Memoir 
  

Richard Rodgers was perhaps the greatest composer in the history of American musical theater. Adam Guettel is the light of 

a new generation extending and reinventing that tradition. At their intersection stands Mary Rodgers Guettel: Rodgers's 

daughter, Guettel's mother, a noted composer, author, and arts doyenne in her own right and the sharpest tongue in show 

biz.  

  

More than just a unique witness to the flowering of everything from Oklahoma to The Light in the Piazza (with her 

own Once Upon a Mattress sandwiched in between), more than just family and friend (and sometimes enemy) to all the big-

gest names in the theater for 60 years, she was among the last and best examples of a classic American voice: beholden, pas-

sionate, warm, deeply knowledgeable, and devastatingly pointed. As such, the posthumous book in which she stars is 

broader than a memoir, more personal than a biography, more true than a novel, yet contains elements of each.  

 

Jesse Green is the co-chief theater critic for The New York Times. From 2013 to 2017 he was the theater critic for New 
York magazine, where he had also been a contributing editor, writing long-form features, since 2008. Before that he wrote 

about theater and culture for the Arts & Leisure section of The Times while covering broader subjects for the Times Maga-
zine. He is also the author of the novel O Beautiful and the memoir The Velveteen Father: An Unexpected Journey to 
Parenthood. 
 

•  nonfiction 

Farrar, Straus and Giroux (Winter 2020) 

All rights: ICM 

 

 

Jay Heinrichs - HOW TO ARGUE WITH A CAT: A Human’s Guide to the Art of Persuasion 
 

It’s well known that cats can convince us to drop everything and play with them; talk us into serving dinner way ahead of 

schedule; and get us to sit down and provide a lap. In HOW TO ARGUE WITH A CAT, rhetoric expert Jay Heinrichs has 

teamed up with illustrator Natalie Sutton to show how cats can teach us the ancient art of persuasion. They’re naturals at 

such rhetorical principals as “know your opponent,” “spot fallacies,” or “argue logically,” skills that Heinrichs demonstrates 

for human use. In this funny and informative book, both young and adult readers will learn how cats apply rhetoric to get 

whatever they want, and how we can too. 
 

Jay Heinrichs is the author of the New York Times-bestselling book on rhetoric THANK YOU FOR ARGUING (now in an 

updated third edition from Crown Books in 2017), which has gone back to press 27 times, sold 300,000 copies, and is one of 

the top-ten most assigned books at Harvard University. A persuasion and content consultant for major corporations, Ivy 

League universities, and nonprofit groups, including NASA, Southwest Airlines, the U.S. Defense Department, and Walmart, 

he's mostly proud of his ability to be liked by cats. Natalie Sutton is a UK-based art director and illustrator. 

 

jayheinrichs.com | @JayHeinrichs 
 

• nonfiction 
All rights: CCLA 

North American: Rodale/Harmony (June 2018) 

UK: Penguin UK (March 2018) 

Audio: Penguin Random House 

French: J’ai Lu 

Spanish: Urano 

Simplified Chinese: Citic 
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Victoria Price – THE WAY OF BEING LOST: A Road Trip to My Truest Self 
 

“THE WAY OF BEING LOST takes us on the most exquisite journey that one can take—the road home to one’s true self… the 
journey is beautifully told, universally relevant, and deeply meaningful.” 

—Christiane Northrup, M.D., New York Times bestselling author of Goddesses Never Age 
 

Victoria Price’s THE WAY OF BEING LOST is a heartfelt and candid account of rediscovering one’s sense of self after years 

of struggle. Despite doing “all the right things” and working to rebuild her life after a period of deep personal and profes-

sional turmoil, Victoria still felt something missing. She realized that in order to live her truest life, she had to be willing to 

become lost, and find her way back to her truest self. 
 

Although initially reluctant, she began to engage with her father Vincent Price’s fans, realizing her own place within the 

community and connecting with his legacy rather than distancing herself from it. As she got to know her father again 

through this work, Victoria realized that he embodied traits that she felt had disappeared from her own life: namely, an ap-

preciation of the many joys that the world holds, as long as we’re willing to stop and look at them. Highlighting the im-

portance of a daily practice of joy (“the pure and simple delight in being alive”), this memoir is inspired by Victoria’s weekly 

blog and is a reminder of the importance of making peace with our past stories in order to expand our futures and live our 

most authentic lives. 
 

Victoria is the author of critically acclaimed VINCENT PRICE: A Daughter’s Biography (St. Martin’s Press, 1999/Open Road 

and Secker & Warburg/Macmillan). A popular inspirational speaker on topics ranging from creativity and spirituality to art 

and design, as well as the life of her famous father, Price has appeared on Good Morning America, A&E’s Biography, and 

NPR’s “Fresh Air,” and “Morning Edition.” Her work has been featured in USA Today, People, Travel & Leisure, Art & Auc-
tion, and the New York Times. 
 

victoriaprice.com | dailypracticeofjoy.com 
 

•  nonfiction 

North American Rights: Dover/Ixia Press (February 2018) 

Romanian: Editura Spirit Liber (Darclee) 

Translation and U.K. Rights: CCLA 

 

 

Lore Segal – TELL ME A MITZI 
 

“TELL ME A MITZI is a must!” 
—School Library Journal (STARRED Review) 

 

Lore Segal’s classic children’s book TELL ME A MITZI was originally published by Farrar, Straus and Giroux in 1970, with 

illustrations by Harriet Pincus. In this charming tale, forthcoming in hardcover reissue, three household adventures in the 

life of Mitzi include an intended trip to grandmother’s, sharing a family cold, and reversing the President’s motorcade. 
 

TELL ME A MITZI won First Prize in the Book World Spring Festival and was named an ALA Notable Book. Quick to be-

come a story-hour favorite among children, it is now widely regarded as a classic American picture book. It was included in 

the Knopf Books for Young Readers anthology YOU READ TO ME AND I’LL READ TO YOU: Stories from the 20th Cen-

tury (2011), alongside stories from Roald Dahl and Maurice Sendak. 
 

Lore Segal is a lauded novelist, translator, and writer of children’s books. Her novels include OTHER PEOPLE’S HOUSES, 

serialized in The New Yorker; HER FIRST AMERICAN, which won an award from the American Academy and Institute of 

Arts and Letters; and SHAKESPEARE’S KITCHEN, a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize.  

 
loresegal.com 
 

• fiction 
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North American Rights: Dover (September 2017) 

All rights: CCLA 
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Sam Sifton – SEE YOU ON SUNDAY 

  

“Essential…an expert, gently opinionated guide” 
   —Gabrielle Hamilton, bestselling author of Blood, Bones & Butter, on THANKSGIVING  
 

Sam Sifton is the Senior Editor of the Food Department at The New York Times and writes about food for The Sunday Times 
Magazine. This, his second book, is a home-cooking manifesto that derives from his popular newsletter for The New York 
Times Cooking website, in which he outlines relevant recipes for the week ahead. 

  

SEE YOU ON SUNDAY offers beautiful, bulletproof recipes that challenge both the burgeoning and experienced chef to 

strive for restaurant-quality food at home, bringing new life to Sunday dinners with friends and family. 

  

Sam Sifton has worked at The New York Times for 15 years across the News, Culture, and Dining sections. In 2014 he 

founded a new "Cooking" section of the paper and related app. Before the Times, he was a founding editor and reporter at 

Tina Brown’s Talk magazine.  

 

cooking.nytimes.com | @SamSifton 

 

• nonfiction 
Random House (Spring 2020) 

All rights: CCLA 

 

 

Aaron Thier – THE WORLD IS A NARROW BRIDGE 
 

"Why is the world the way it is?", and how can we accept it?" This is the question at the center of Aaron Thier's hilarious, absurd, 
cosmically attuned new novel, THE WORLD IS A NARROW BRIDGE.  Along the way he invents a genre of his own; the Ameri-
can magic-realist road trip.”  

— Karan Mahajan, author of The Association of Small Bombs 
 

From the author of MR. ETERNITY, THE WORLD IS A NARROW BRIDGE is a darkly comic road novel about a pair of 

millennial parents-to-be on a divinely ordained mission. Miami couple Murphy and Eva have almost decided to have a baby, 

when Yahweh, the Old Testament God, appears to Eva and makes an unwelcome demand: He wants her to be his prophet. 

He also wants her to manage his social media presence.  

 

Yahweh sends the two on a wild road trip across the country, making incomprehensible demands and mandating arcane 

rituals as they go. He wants them to build a temple on top of a Florida landfill, to endure a period of Biblical wandering in 

the deserts of the Southwest, and to mingle at a Montana “summer camp for billionaires.” Hurtling through a national land-

scape of political chaos and environmental doom, Murphy and Eva search their surroundings for signs of a future they can 

have faith in. They also find allies, including a half cat/half dog named Fluffy 2, a coterie of elites who mistakes them for 

North Carolina society people, and Satan himself. Equal parts hilarious and poignant, THE WORLD IS A NARROW 

BRIDGE is a wickedly smart and oddly heartening love story for our times that asks: In an increasingly fractured world, 

what kind of hope can we pass on to the next generation? 

 
Aaron Thier’s first novel, THE GHOST APPLE (a semifinalist for the 2015 Thurber Prize for American Humor) was pub-

lished in 2014, with MR. ETERNITY (“…will be sizzling in my brain for a long time…”—Lauren Groff) following in 2015. A 

regular contributor to The Nation and Lucky Peach and a graduate of Yale University and the MFA program at The Univer-

sity of Florida, Thier received an NEA Fellowship in Creative Writing in 2016. 

 
aaron-thier.com | @AaronThier 

 

http://cooking.nytimes.com/
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•  fiction 
North American Rights: Bloomsbury USA (July 2018) 

All rights: CCLA 
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FORTHCOMING 

 

Michal Berg – PARENTING THE SOUL: Raising My Consciousness While Raising My Child  
 

As President and CEO of Spirituality for Kids, Michal Berg has been integral in bringing the teachings of Social and Emo-

tional Learning (SEL) to over 65,000 students in 22 countries. And, as a mother of five, she has been personally tasked over 

the past 20 years with navigating the many challenges that parenthood presents. In her book PARENTING THE 

SOUL, Michal gives readers a look at how to make parenting, despite all of its frustrations, a relationship in which parents 

assist in the spiritual development of their kids, and children also play a significant role in a parent’s potential for spiritual 

growth. Full of relatable anecdotes and spiritual principles, it’s a guide to parenting that opens the door for better relation-

ships with our kids and also with ourselves.     
 

In the first part of PARENTING THE SOUL, Michal uses distilled spiritual principles to guide the reader through reimagin-

ing their role as parents, reflecting on their own parenting style, and unpacking their own emotional baggage. Then, in the 

second part of the book, she applies these teachings to the concrete everyday situations we face as parents: from sibling ri-

valry to lying to dealing with fear, and more. Throughout the book, useful Self-reflection exercises allow the reader to fully 

participate in building their parenting style and better relating to their children. 
 

Along with her work with SFK and as a private coach, Michal travels around the world to give lectures. She blogs regularly 

at Spirituality for Kids, and is the author of two books: the award-winning Vokabbalahry: Words of Wisdom for Kids to Live 
By and Astrologik - Kabbalistic Astrology Guide for Children. She lives in Los Angeles with her husband Yehuda Berg and 

her five children.  
 

SFK.org 
 

•  nonfiction  

All rights: CCLA  

  

 
 

Katherine Carlson – PRODIGIES IN PRINT:  

How Bestselling Children Changed History, and Why It Matters 
 

The 19th and early-20th century saw an explosion of bestselling writing and literary collaboration by children. Leading the 

pack was Marjory Fleming, whose sensational rise in 1905 was joined by Vivian Burnett (1876-1937), Josephine Kipling 

(1892-1899), Daisy Ashford (1881-1972), Enlightenment predecessor Thomas Chatterton (1752-1770), and several others. 

Consequently, authors such as Wordsworth, Kipling, and Stevenson credited these juvenile writers with influencing their 

own classics, and the children even played a role in modernizing intellectual property law. 
 

So what happened to these once-beloved literary prodigies? Through the interlocking tales of eight published children who 

charmed a vast 19th and early-20th century readership, Katherine Carlson’s PRODIGIES IN PRINT explores how these young 

masterminds still silently shape definitions of creativity today. Mining issues of originality and self-expression, this witty 

and highly readable history will appeal to fans of Little Women and The Bronte Cabinet alike.  
 

Katherine Carlson earned her Ph.D. in 19th Century British Literature from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 

and is Assistant Professor of English at Lee University in Cleveland, TN. She is also a suggested user on Instagram, where her 

photography has nearly 35k followers.    
  

katherineleighcarlson.com  

  

https://sfk.org/category/blog/
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•  nonfiction  
All rights: CCLA  
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Patience Carter – SURVIVE THEN LIVE 

 
Patience Carter was a victim of one of the deadliest mass shootings in U.S. history at the Pulse nightclub in Orlando, FL, 

surviving a massive gunshot wound to her leg. After a grueling period of recovery, Patience spoke out about her experiences 

in national news outlets and has now been heard by millions of people. Carter has since become a passionate advocate for 

issues around trauma, mental health, and survivor’s rights.  

  
In SURVIVE THEN LIVE, Patience not only narrates the complex experience of surviving when others did not, but also the 

journey to overcome the immense physical, emotional, and spiritual challenges she faced after the tragedy. The book re-

counts what happened to Patience in detail, but also provides the reader with deep inspiration and tools to navigate what-

ever their own heartbreaking or traumatic experience might be. It’s a moving, gripping, and undeniably affecting read that 

shows the enduring power of the human capacity to heal.  

  

Patience Carter is the outreach director at the Gun Violence Survivors Foundation. She was one of the first Orlando victims 

to share her story and has been featured in outlets like CNN, the New York Times, Teen Vogue, USA Today, Slate, NBC 

News, Fox News, New York Daily News, PBS, Refinery29, and many more. She was selected by the U.S. House of Foreign 

Affairs to appear as a victim’s representative at a 2016 hearing, and in 2016, July 31 was officially recognized by New York 

congressman Charles B. Rangel as “Patience Carter Day.”  

   

•  nonfiction  
All rights: CCLA 

 

 

Lorie Dechar – LEAD TO GOLD: A Handbook of Alchemical Healing 
 

LEAD TO GOLD is a hands-on guide for practitioners and patients as well as a journey of discovery, a meditation on what it 

means to heal and live a truly health-filled life. It helps readers understand and apply, each in his or her own way, the prin-

ciples, tools, and practices of alchemy and to discover how doing so can help turn things around in our inner and outer 

worlds. The book includes information drawn from traditional Chinese medicine and Taoist alchemy, medieval European 

alchemy, Kabbalah, Vedic Tantric traditions, and modern depth psychology. But it’s also a personal story, rooted in insights 

from Lorie’s own life challenges and study of alchemy during thirty years of practice as an acupuncturist, therapist, and 

healer. 

 

The book’s ultimate aim is to open a doorway that has been closed by modern Western consciousness, between our current 

physically-oriented reality and the realms of the intangible—the space of magic, myth, and the imaginal world of the 

soul. Whether a practitioner, student, patient, or person on a path, engaging with the concepts, tools, and practices pre-

sented in LEAD TO GOLD will bring the reader closer to the light of the authentic Self, which is the true goal and gold of 

the alchemical quest. 

 

Lorie Eve Dechar's first book Five Spirits (Lantern Books) was published in 2006. Her background includes a master's degree 

in Acupuncture from the Traditional Acupuncture Institute and training in Archetypal Psychology, Gestalt and Focusing-

Oriented Psychotherapy as well as stints as a gardener, environmental activist, poet and Zen student. Lorie currently main-

tains a private practice in Manhattan and Nyack, New York, is a member of the faculty of the Tri-State College of Acupunc-

ture in New York City, and leads workshops and trainings nationwide. Lorie divides her time between New York and East 

Blue Hill, Maine. 

 

www.anewpossibility.com 
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• nonfiction 

All rights: CCLA 

 

 

Elizabeth Shepard – DEAD ON ARRIVAL 
 

When 45-year old Dana Parker's car is hit head-on by a truck on the West Side Highway, leaving her comatose with a trau-

matic brain injury, doctors make it clear she may not live more than 72 hours. The question is, with her all of her rage and 

sexual transgressions and secret lives, should she? Though unresponsive, Dana is astute, acerbic, and keenly aware while her 

petrified husband Bill, their two children (Janie, a demanding 13 and Sam, a soulful 5), her autistic brother Joseph, and her 

sister Abby hold vigil in her hospital room. 

 

In this gripping novel, we ride in and out of consciousness with Dana as she re-lives memories of numerous extramarital 

affairs, mourns the one that mattered most, loses track of imagination and reality, grapples with the dehumanizing path of 

her career, and reflects deeply on suicide. Will she opt to die, or is dead already? Will her deceits die with her? And we ask 

ourselves: do we want them to? 

 

As Dana drifts from past to present, real to imagined, remembered to revised, she reveals fragments of a complex life that 

defy the definition of a “good wife, mother, and career woman.” And in so doing, she challenges our expectations of love, 

loyalty, and what is required to stay sane. 

 

Elizabeth Shepard was the Editor-in-Chief of Conde Nast’s Epicurious and Hearst’s Delish, frequently appearing on televi-

sion as a cooking show co-host or media spokesperson. Her first novel, H, was a New York Times Notable Book and Barnes 

& Noble Discover Great Writers pick. 

 
•    fiction  

All rights: CCLA  

 

 

Elvia Wilk – OVAL 
  
OVAL is a deeply imaginative work of literary fiction that reflects the way Berlin has changed and paints a portrait of this 

culture-capital today and soon. In the near future, a dire lack of housing afflicts Berlin, where buildings are being flipped in 

the name of “sustainability,” but only serve to make the city unaffordable. A young German-American couple, Anja and 

Louis, have moved into an experimental eco-community on an artificial mountain, The Berg, in the urban center—yet an-

other “eco-friendly” initiative run by a corporation called Finster. They’re offered a home rent-free in exchange for keeping 

quiet about the seriously malfunctioning infrastructure of the experimental house. 
 

But when Louis' mother suddenly dies, the couple’s frustrations with Finster are thrown into relief. After Louis returns to 

Berlin from the funeral, Anja is convinced he has changed. He becomes newly idealistic, throwing himself into a secret pro-

ject at the NGO where he works. Anja is horrified to discover what Louis has invented: a pill called Oval that artificially 

induces empathy in the user. Louis is certain that if he can introduce the drug into the Berlin club scene, he can unlock la-

tent generosity within the culture class and finally remedy the income disparity that has made Berlin so unlivable. Specula-

tive fiction in line with Gary Shteyngart’s Super Sad True Love Story and Jeff Vandermeer’s Borne, this memorable debut 

styles and recreates the city, prompting us to consider an unsettling and yet all-too-plausible future in which imminent 

change becomes undeniable. 
 

Elvia Wilk is a writer and editor living in Berlin and New York who has written for Frieze, Artforum, Metropolis, and die 
Zeit. She’s published short fiction and poetry in Berlin Quarterly, Block Magazine, and Rio Grande Review. She’s an editor 

at Rhizome in New York and publications editor at transmediale festival for media art in Berlin. She has participated in 
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writing residencies at the Banff Centre in Canada, the Helsinki International Program for Artists, Rupert (Vilnius), and Rab-

bit Island (Michigan). She has held talks at the Institute for Contemporary Arts (London), Tensta Konsthall (Stockholm), the 

Moscow International Biennial for Young Art, Haus der Kulturen der Welt (Berlin), Humboldt University (Berlin), and 

Aalto University (Helsinki). She’s currently pursuing an interdisciplinary masters at the New School. 
  
elviapw.com 
  
•  fiction  

All rights: CCLA   

http://elviapw.com/
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BACKLIST - Fiction 
 

Jeffrey Renard Allen – SONG OF THE SHANK (Graywolf), RAILS UNDER MY BACK (Farrar, Straus  and 

Giroux, 2000; Graywolf, 2015), HOLDING PATTERN (Graywolf) 

 

Breena Clarke – RIVER, CROSS MY HEART (Little, Brown), STAND THE STORM (Little, Brown),  ANGELS

 MAKE THEIR HOPE HERE (Little, Brown) 
 

Michael Drinkard – REBELS: Turn Out Your Dead (Harcourt) 
 

Danielle Dutton – MARGARET THE FIRST (Catapult) 
 

Matthew Eck – THE FARTHER SHORE (Milkweed) 
 

Jill Eisenstadt – FROM ROCKAWAY (Knopf), KISS OUT (Knopf) 
 

Linda Ferri – CECILIA (Europa) 

 

Diane Glancy – STONE HEART: A Novel of Sacajawea (Overlook Press) 

 

Hannah Green – THE DEAD OF THE HOUSE (Turtle Point Press/BOOKS & Co.) 
 

Jesse Green – O BEAUTIFUL (Ballantine) 

 

Dana Hand – DEEP CREEK (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) 
 

Lucy Ives – IMPOSSIBLE VIEWS OF THE WORLD (Penguin Press) 

 

B.B. Jordan – PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATION, SECONDARY IMMUNIZATION, TRIPLET CODE  

 (Prime Crime/Berkley) 
 

Richard Kim – LOST NAMES (University of California Press), THE MARTYRED (Penguin Classics) 
 

Walter Kirn – THUMBSUCKER (Vintage Anchor/Doubleday), UP IN THE AIR (Doubleday),  

 MISSION TO AMERICA (Broadway/Doubleday), THE UNBINDING (Vintage Anchor) 
 

Roland Merullo – IN REVERE, IN THOSE DAYS (Shaye Areheart /Crown), A LITTLE LOVE STORY: A Novel 

(Shaye Areheart/Crown) 
 

 Padgett Powell – EDISTO (Farrar, Straus and Giroux Contemporary Classics), EDISTO REVISITED    

 (Holt) ALIENS OF AFFECTION: Stories (Holt), TYPICAL (Holt), MRS. HOLLINGSWORTH’S    

 MEN (Houghton Mifflin), THE INTERROGATIVE MOOD (Ecco/HarperCollins), THE IMPERATIVE  

 MOOD (e-book, Serpent’s Tail), CRIES FOR HELP, VARIOUS (Catapult) 
 

Richard Preston – THE BOAT OF DREAMS: A Christmas Story (Touchstone/Simon & Schuster) 

 

Emily Robbins – A WORD FOR LOVE (Riverhead) 

 

Lore Segal – SHAKESPEARE’S KITCHEN (The New Press), LUCINELLA (Melville House), HALF  

 THE KINGDOM (Melville House) 

 

Lore Segal (children’s titles) – MOLE STORIES and MORE MOLE STORIES (Frances Foster/Farrar,  

 Straus and Giroux) 

 

Aaron Thier – THE GHOST APPLE (Bloomsbury), MR. ETERNITY (Bloomsbury) 
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Richard Zimler – THE LAST KABBALIST OF LISBON (Overlook Press), HUNTING MIDNIGHT   

 (Delacorte), GUARDIAN OF THE DAWN (Delacorte), SEARCH FOR SANA (Constable & Robinson),

 THE SEVENTH GATE (Overlook Press), THE WARSAW ANAGRAMS (Overlook Press), THE AN

 GELIC DARKNESS (Norton), LOVE’S VOICE (Jeremy P. Tarcher/Penguin), THE NIGHT WATCH

 MAN (Constable & Robinson) 

BACKLIST - Nonfiction 
 

Ken Alibek – BIOHAZARD: The Chilling True Story of the Largest Covert Biological Weapons Program 

 in the World—Told from Inside by the Man Who Ran It (Random House) 
 

Rosemary Altea – SOUL SIGNS: An Elemental Guide to Your Spiritual Destiny (Rodale)/foreign rights 
 

Keith Bellows – 100 PLACES THAT CAN CHANGE YOUR CHILD’S LIFE: From Your Backyard to  

 the Ends of the Earth (National Geographic Books) 

 

Jane Brox – HERE AND NOWHERE ELSE (North Point Press), FIVE THOUSAND DAYS LIKE THIS  ONE 

(Beacon Press), CLEARING LAND: Legacies of the American Farm (Farrar, Straus and   Giroux), 

BRILLIANT: The Evolution of Artificial Light (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) 

 

Maud Bryt – BABY LOVE: A Tradition of Calm Parenting (Delacorte) 

 

Cherie Burns – SEARCHING FOR BEAUTY: The Life of Millicent Rogers (St. Martin’s Press) 

 

Burt Chernow – A MATTER OF PASSION: Christo and Jeanne-Claude (St. Martin's Press) 

 

Stephanie Cooke – IN MORTAL HANDS: A Cautionary History of the Nuclear Age (Bloomsbury) 

 

Christopher Elliott – HOW TO BE THE WORLD’S SMARTEST TRAVELER (and Save Time, Money,  

 and Hassle) (National Geographic Books) 

  

Robin Epstein and Amy Feldman – SO SUE ME, JACKASS: Avoiding Legal Pitfalls That Can Come  

 Back to Bite You at Work, at Home, and at Play (Plume) 

 

Caroline Fraser – REWILDING THE WORLD: Dispatches from the Conservation Revolution  

 (Metropolitan Books/Holt) 

 

Cheryl Grace – FENG SHUI SIMPLY: Change Your Life from the Inside Out (Hay House) 

 

Hannah Green – LITTLE SAINT (Random House/Doubleday) 

 

  Jesse Green – THE VELVETEEN FATHER: An Unexpected Journey to Parenthood (Villard/Random House)  

 

Hillel Halkin – ACROSS THE SABBATH RIVER: In Search of a Lost Tribe of Israel (Houghton Mifflin) 

 

Jay Heinrichs – THANK YOU FOR ARGUING (Crown Books/Three Rivers), WORD HERO: A   

 Fiendishly Clever Guide to Crafting the Lines that Get Laughs, Go Viral, and Live Forever (Crown/

 Three Rivers) 

 

Kris Holloway – MONIQUE AND THE MANGO RAINS: Two Years With A Midwife in Mali (Literary  

 Ventures Fund/Waveland Press)/foreign rights 
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Virginia Holman – RESCUING PATTY HEARST: Growing up Sane in a Decade Gone Mad (Simon  

 & Schuster) 

 

John Hunter – WORLD PEACE AND OTHER FOURTH GRADE ACHIEVEMENTS (Houghton Mifflin  

 Harcourt/Eamon Dolan Books) 

 

Barbara Hurd – ENTERING THE STONE: On Caves and Feeling Through the Dark (Houghton  

 Mifflin), WALKING THE WRACKLINE: On Tidal Shifts and What Remains (University of  

 Georgia Press) LISTENING TO THE SAVAGE: River Notes and Half-Heard Melodies (University 

 ofGeorgia Press) 
 

Walter Kirn – LOST IN THE MERITOCRACY (Doubleday) 

 

Cecil Kuhne – NEAR DEATH ON THE HIGH SEAS; NEAR DEATH IN THE MOUNTAINS; NEAR DEATH IN

 THE ARCTIC; NEAR DEATH IN THE DESERT (Vintage Anchor) 
 

Linda Lear – BEATRIX POTTER: A Life in Nature (Penguin UK), RACHEL CARSON: Witness for  

 Nature (reissue, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) 

 

Michael Lemonick – MIRROR EARTH: The Search for Our Planet’s Twin (Walker Books/Bloomsbury), 

 OTHER WORLDS: The Search for Life in the Universe (Simon & Schuster), ECHO OF THE BIG 

 BANG (Princeton University Press), THE GEORGIAN STAR (Atlas/W.W. Norton) 

 

Lillie Leonardi – IN THE SHADOW OF A BADGE: A Memoir about Flight 93, a Field of Angels, and My 

 Spiritual Homecoming (Hay House), THE WHITE LIGHT OF GRACE: Reflections on the Life of 

 aSpiritual Intuitive (Hay House) 

 

Anne Matthews – WHERE THE BUFFALO ROAM: Restoring America's Great Plains (University of  

 Chicago Press), BRIGHT COLLEGE YEARS: Inside the American College Today (Simon &  

 Schuster), WILD NIGHTS: Nature Returns to the City (North Point Press/Farrar,  

 Straus and Giroux) 

 

Scott McMillion – MARK OF THE GRIZZLY: True Stories of Recent Bear Attacks and the Hard Lessons

 Learned (Falcon/Globe Pequot)/foreign rights 
 

Tom Nagorski – MIRACLES ON THE WATER: The Heroic Survivors of a World War II U-Boat Attack 

 (Hyperion) 

 

Tricia McCannon - JESUS: The Explosive Story Of The 30 Lost Years and The Ancient Mystery  

 Religions (Hampton Roads) 
 

John Palfrey - BORN DIGITAL: Understanding the First Generation of Digital Natives (Basic) 
 

C.J. Peters – VIRUS HUNTER: Thirty Years of Battling Hot Viruses Around the World (Anchor/ 

 Doubleday) 
 

Victoria Price – VINCENT PRICE: A Daughter’s Biography (St. Martins Press) 
 

Vincent Price – THE BOOK OF JOE: About a Dog and His Man (Open Road), I LIKE WHAT I KNOW (

 OpenRoad) 
 

Sil and Eliza Reynolds – MOTHERING AND DAUGHTERING: Keeping Your Bond Strong Through the 

 Teen Years (Sounds True) 
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Peggy Rometo – THE LITTLE BOOK OF BIG PROMISES (Hay House)  
 

John Ross and Barbara McKinney – ADOPTING A DOG: Teaching Your Adopted Pet to Obey, Trust  and Love 

You (W.W. Norton) 
 

Wendy Shalit – A RETURN TO MODESTY: Discovering the Lost Virtue (Free Press) 
 

Rachel  Smolker – TO TOUCH A WILD DOLPHIN: A Journey of Discovery with the Sea's Most Intelligent

 Creatures (Nan A. Talese/Doubleday) 
 

Mary Anne Staniszewski – BELIEVING IS SEEING: Creating the Culture of Art (Penguin) 
 

Barbara Tammes – A BLUEPRINT FOR YOUR CASTLE IN THE CLOUDS (Conari Press) 
 

Terry Tamminen – CRACKING THE CARBON CODE: The Key to Sustainable Profits in the New  

 Economy (Palgrave/Macmillan) 

 

Beck Weathers – LEFT FOR DEAD: My Journey Home from Everest (Villard Books/Random House) 


