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Mark Synnott 
The Third Pole:  
An Expedition to the Indomitable Mystery on Everest’s North Face 

 
 

 

 
+ Author stars in upcoming National Geographic Everest 

documentary, directed by Renan Ozturk,  
to be released globally in 2020 

+ From the New York Times bestselling author of  
The Impossible Climb 

+ Sold for six figures in an exclusive submission 

New York Times bestselling author Mark Synnott’s riveting, 
high-stakes account of the ill-fated Everest summit attempt 

of strapping, highborn George Mallory and ingenious, 
tenacious Sandy Irvine, and, a century later, the author’s 

own attempt to solve the enduring mystery of their climb by 
summiting Everest himself. 

In 1924, a full thirty years before Sir Edmond Hillary’s famous 
climb, before the invention of even the most rudimentary modern 
climbing technology, two men attempted the impossible – to 
summit Everest. Both men died on the mountain, and in 1999 
Mallory’s body was discovered. Irvine has never been found.  

In the spring of 2019, Mark Synnott added his own chapter by 
launching an expedition to summit Everest, find Irvine’s body, and answer the enduring question – 
did Mallory and Irvine reach the peak?  

THE THIRD POLE intertwines the fascinating life stories of Mallory and Irvine, and Synnott’s 
dramatic climb to try to uncover the missing body of Irvine, together with his camera – all during the 
wild 2019 climbing season, dubbed “The Year Everest Broke.”  The book is both a fast-paced 
adventure story and a compelling, readable history of Everest and its undying allure. Synnott’s 
surprising research and deep knowledge of climbing lends insight into the fascinating intersections 
of modern science, business, and politics of exploration, and how these factors have altered who 
climbs Everest, and how.   

The Third Pole is an action-packed modern-day detective story, combining high 
altitude alpinism with archeology and history to tell the remarkable story of two 
of history’s greatest explorers, and the astonishing story of the race to summit 
the world’s highest peak..   

Mark Synnott is a twenty-year member of the North Face Global Athlete team. 
He is a frequent contributor to National Geographic magazine and has written 
for Outside, Men’s Journal, Rock and Ice, and Climbing. He is also an 
internationally certified mountain guide and a trainer for the Pararescuemen of 
the United States Air Force. He lives in the Mt. Washington Valley of New 
Hampshire. 

Publisher: Dutton (North American) + Editor: Stephen Morrow 
Pub date: May 2020 + Materials: Proposal available Sep. 19 
Category: Narrative non-fiction + Agent: Gillian MacKenzie 
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Mark Synnott 
The Impossible Climb:  
Alex Honnold, El Capitan, and The Climbing Life 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

+ A New York Times bestseller  
+ Subject of FREE SOLO, winner of Best Documentary at 

2019 Oscars and BAFTAs 
+ Partnership with National Geographic to promote 

book (Reach: 730 million followers) 
+ Coming Soon: Young Readers Edition, to be published 

in the US by Viking  

The story of the greatest climbing feat ever undertaken - 
Alex Honnold's 2017 solo, rope-less free climb of the 

legendary 3000-foot vertical cliff, El Capitan. 

On 3 June 2017 Mark Synnott, veteran adventure journalist and professional big wall climber and 
alpinist, was in Yosemite to witness something extraordinary the most famous climber in the world, 
Alex Honnold, whom Mark mentored on the North Face dream team, was attempting to summit one 
of the world's most challenging ascents: a route called Freerider on the notorious rock formation, El 
Capitan.  

It is a climb extraordinarily dangerous and difficult—one that few climbers are able to do even with 
ropes in place—and yet Honnold was going to do it 'free-solo'. Meaning a 3000-foot vertical climb 
with no climbing partner, no equipment, no rope.  

The Impossible Climb draws readers in through its characters, vibrant settings, and gripping 
adventure, ultimately following along through Mark's eyes as Alex plots, trains, and attempts his 
heart-stopping, free solo ascent. Under it all is a story not only about climbing but about what makes 
us human, how we respond to fear, and our drive to transcend the inevitability of our own death.  

 “It is one of the most compelling accounts of a climb and the climbing ethos that I’ve ever 
read.” —Sebastian Junger, #1 New York Times bestselling author  

“Mark Synnott’s The Impossible Climb is to climbing what William Finnegan’s Barbarian 
Days is to surfing.”—John Long, rock climbing pioneer 

“Brings Honnold’s epic, rope-free ascent to vivid life.” —Harper’s Bazaar 

“Enthralling… gripping…This compelling book reads like a thriller as it ranges over the 
rarefied world of extreme climbing. It is a portrait of fascinating people and of an 

extraordinary place.” —The Daily Mail 

Publisher: Dutton (North American) + Editor: Stephen Morrow 
Pub date: March 2019 + Materials: Finished copies 
Category: Narrative nonfiction + Agent: Gillian MacKenzie 

 Rights sold: UK/ANZ: Allen & Unwin; German: Benevento; French: 
Editions Amphora; Japanese: Toyokan Publishing; Spanish: Desnivel; 
Italian: Corbaccio; Simplified Chinese: Thinkingdom; Polish: 
Publicat; Croatian: V.B.Z. 
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Times  
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Cate Doty 
Mergers and Acquisitions: 
Fact-Checking Love and Searching For Commitment, My Life As A New York City 
Weddings Writer 
 
 
 

 
+ Sold at auction for six figures  

+ Author worked as the weddings writer for the New York Times’  
Sunday Style section 

+ Perfectly timed as romantic comedies come back into fashion 
+ Publisher will pitch author as new comedic voice in nonfiction, alongside the likes 

of Mindy Kaling and Jenny Lawson 

A voicy, witty memoir from a New York Times’ vows writer grappling with the nature of love 
and commitment in her own life while covering weddings for the Newspaper of Record.  

Growing up in the American south, where tradition reigns supreme, Cate Doty thought about 
weddings . . . a lot. So when she moves from her small town to New York City in pursuit of love—and 
to write for The New York Times—she finds her natural home in the wedding section, a first step to 
her own happily-ever-after, surely.  

Soon Cate is thrown into the cutthroat world of all things society pages, experiencing the lengths 
couples go to have their announcements accepted and the lengths the writers go in fact-checking 
their stories; the surprising, status-signaling details that matter most to brides and grooms; and the 
politics of the paper at a time of vast cultural and industry changes. Meanwhile, Cate is struggling 
with her own flailing relationship with the Wrong Person and meeting the Right One.  

MERGERS AND ACQUISITIONS is a book about true love. Does it exist and can it last? As Cate asks 
these questions, she witnesses up close how we have internalized the marketing of what love looks 
like rather than focusing on what it actually is. Reporting weekly on couples whose relationships 
seem enviable (or eye-rolly, depending on who is reading), Cate starts to use her interviews with 
brides and grooms as a chance to ask her own questions about what it means to commit.  

Ultimately a personal story about a woman seeking—and finding—love, along the way the reader is 
treated to a lively history of wedding announcements; their role in the multi-billion-dollar wedding 
industry; and their place in our culture.  

Cate Doty is a writer and a former editor at The New York 
Times, where she worked for nearly 15 years, including as a 
wedding announcements writer; a research assistant to Dan 
Barry; a presential campaign reporter; and a senior staff editor 
on the Food desk, where she was a founding editor of NYT 
Cooking, The Times’s award-winning recipes and cooking site 
and app. She left The Times in 2016 along with her husband, 
Michael McElroy, an editor on the 2016 politics desk, to live in 
her home state of North Carolina.  

 

Publisher: Putnam + Editor: Michelle Howry 
Pub date: Spring 2021 + Materials: Proposal. (ms available June 2020) 
Category: Narrative nonfiction/memoir + Agent: Gillian MacKenzie 
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Daniel R. Day 
Dapper Dan 
Made in Harlem, A Memoir  

 
 
 
 

 

+ A New York Times bestseller 
+ Film rights optioned by Sony, with Jerrod Carmichael 

attached to write and produce 
+ Author has 550k instagram followers 

DAPPER DAN IS... "Black fashion's greatest treasure." BET | "The 
original auteur of gangster chic." GQ | "The godfather of hip-hop 
fashion." The Source | "A legend." Chicago Tribune 

With his now-legendary store on 125th Street in Harlem, Dapper 
Dan pioneered high-end streetwear in the early 1980s, remixing 
classic luxury-brand logos into his own flamboyant designs. But 
before reinventing fashion, he was a hungry boy with holes in his 
shoes, a teen who daringly gambled drug dealers out of their 

money, a young man in a prison cell who found nourishment in books, and, finally, a designer who 
broke barriers to outfit a whos-who of music, sport, and crime world celebrities in looks that went 
on to define an era. By turns playful, poignant, and inspiring, and featuring two incredible eight-page 
color photo inserts, Dapper Dan's memoir is a high-stakes coming-of-age story, spanning more than 
seventy years and set against the backdrop of an ever-evolving America.  

“Riveting"—The New York Times 

“A dynamic version of the mythic American dream” – Kirkus Reviews 

“What James Baldwin is to American literature, Dapper Dan is to American fashion.”  
—Andre Leon Talley, Vogue contributing editor and author 

“Dapper Dan is a dream maker from Harlem, who carved out a piece of its royal cloth, sewed 
it up, and shared it with all of us, creating stars through his vision.”  —Nas, rapper 

“Dapper Dan’s life is a saga of grit, glamour, hustle, vision, and wily, versatile 
intelligence.”  —Margo Jefferson, author of Negroland 

“Dapper Danp[’s] story isn’t just about fashion. It’s about tenacity, curiosity, artistry, hustle, 
love, and a singular determination to live our dreams out loud.” —Ava DuVernay, award-

winning director and producer of Selma and A Wrinkle in Time 

Daniel "Dapper Dan" Day's work has been displayed at the Smithsonian Institution, The Museum at 
FIT, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Museum of Modern Art, The Museum at FIT, The Museum of 
the City of New York, and London's Design Museum. His eponymous boutique was open from 1982 to 
1992, and reopened in 2017 in a major partnership with Gucci, for whom he also served as the face of 
their fall campaign. 

Publisher: Random House (N/Am) + Editor: Caitlin McKenna 
Pub date: July 2019 + Materials: Finished copies 
Category: Memoir + Agent: Allison Devereux 

 Rights sold: French: Presses de la Cité 
 

 

 

New York  

Times  

Bestseller! 
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Paulina Bren 
The Barbizon 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

+ TV rights optioned at auction to HBO, with Emilia 
Clarke (Game of Thrones) to executive produce 

+ Sold in an eleven-way auction in a six-figure deal 
+ Famous residents included Joan Didion, Sylvia Plath, 
Joan Crawford, Grace Kelly, Liza Minnelli, Ann Beattie  

and many more.  

The first history of the iconic Barbizon Hotel, told through 
the generations of women who passed through its halls 

Built in 1927, the Barbizon Hotel in New York was first intended 
as a home for the Modern Woman seeking a career in the arts, 
capitalizing on the post- WWI influx of women flowing into 
Manhattan looking for jobs. With its grand lobby, swimming pool, 

sterling press (The New York Times commented on its “highly feminine boudoirs” and built-in radio 
in each room), and Bloomingdales down the street, the hotel offered a safe, glamorous place for 
parents to send daughters itching to pursue their dreams. 

Over the years, its 688 tiny pink rooms housed Joan Crawford, Grace Kelly (notorious for sneaking 
in men), Joan Didion, Candice Bergen, Ali McGraw, Cybil Shepherd, Elaine Stritch, Liza Minnelli, 
Eudora Welty, Phylicia Rashad, Ann Beattie, and Mona Simpson, among many others. Sylvia Plath 
fictionalized her time at The Barbizon in The Bell Jar, and Mademoiselle magazine boarded its 
summer interns there, as did the Ford Modeling Agency its young models.  

Written in a stylish, assured voice, THE BARBIZON is a colorful portrait of these lives, forming a 
history of the hotel, of women in the arts in New York City, and of women’s emancipation from the 
Jazz Age to the present.  

Paulina Bren received her PhD in Modern European history from New York 
University. Her first book, The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of 
Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring (Cornell UP, 2010), won the Council 
for European Studies 2012 Book Prize, the Austrian Studies Association 2012 
Book Prize, and was shortlisted for the 2011 Vucinich Book Award. Her second 
book, co-edited with Mary Neuburger, was a collection of essays entitled 
Communism Unwrapped: Consumption in Cold War Eastern Europe (Oxford UP, 
2012). Bren has been the recipient of many grants and fellowships, including 
from the National Endowment for Humanities, the National Council of East 
European and Eurasian Research, the Social Science Research Council, the 
American Council of Learned Societies, and the Fulbright-Hays. 

  

Publisher: Simon & Schuster (N/Am) + Editor: Emily Graff 
Pub date: Fall 2020 + Materials: Proposal (ms available Oct. 2019) 
Category: Narrative nonfiction + Agent: Gillian MacKenzie 

 Rights sold: UK/ANZ: Two Roads; Italian: Neri Pozza; Simplified 
Chinese: United Sky. 
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LTG Robert Caslen & Dr. Michael Matthews 
The Character Edge:  
Winning the Right Way 
 
 
 
 

 

 

+ Foreword by international best seller Dr. Martin Seligman and jacket blurb by 
international bestseller Dr. Angela Duckworth  

+ Author featured prominently in the opening of Angela Duckworth’s GRIT 
+ Pop psychology about leading with character, aimed at business leaders and a 

general readership co-written by a three-star U.S. Military General and a prominent 
psychologist 

+ Sold in a six figure pre-empt 

What makes a successful leader? Skill, grit, resiliency, charisma, courage, credibility? All of 
these factors play a part, but underlying each of them is the one core attribute that all others 

emanate from: strength of character. 

We are experiencing a failure in character right now at the highest levels—in business, in politics, in 
sports, and beyond—our leaders are demonstrating a “crisis of character”, and we all suffer for it. In 
response to these failures, the psychological science of character has exploded. Psychologists are 
building an understanding of the role character plays in leadership, trust, and overcoming adversity, and 
demonstrating links between character and resilience.  

THE CHARACTER EDGE puts the science to work and presents an actionable 
method for building character. It outlines new, scientifically developed ways of 
classifying, measuring, and developing character and gives readers a chance to 
assess their own character while providing a step-by-step guide to developing 
and leveraging this integral attribute.  

Built on the lessons of the authors’ work at West Point and on the battlefield; 
drawing examples from successful leaders in business, industry, sports, and 
beyond; and in the spirit of bestselling pop-psych books like Angela 
Duckworth’s Grit, Susan Cain’s Quiet, and Carol Dweck’s Mindset, THE 
CHARACTER EDGE is a must-read roadmap to true strength of character.   

Lieutenant General Robert L. Caslen, Jr. recently retired as the 59th 
Superintendent of the United States Military Academy at West Point. Prior to 
serving at West Point, LTG Caslen served as the Chief of the Office of Security 
Cooperation-Iraq. He has been recognized with numerous military and civilian 
awards and honors at the highest levels.   

Dr. Michael D. Matthews is currently Professor of Engineering Psychology 
at the United States Military Academy at West Point and is a former Air Force 
officer. A Fellow of the American Psychological Association, Dr. Matthews 
speaks regularly to military and civic groups on matters of personal and 
organizational resilience, and is a regular consultant to senior Army leaders. 
Dr. Matthews is the author of Head Strong: How Psychology is Revolutionizing 
War (Oxford University Press, 2014).   

Publisher: St. Martin’s Press (W/Eng) + Editor: Marc Resnick 
Pub date: Fall 2020 + Materials: Proposal (ms available Nov. 2019) 
Category: Leadership / Pop psychology + Agent: Gillian MacKenzie 

 Rights sold: China: Beijing Zito; Taiwan: ACME. 
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Joanna Scutts 
Heterodoxy:  
The Secret Club That Sparked Modern Feminism  

+ Vibrant, character-driven history of the iconic  
Greenwich Village feminist group 

+ Author’s previous book critically acclaimed by the 
New Yorker, Washington Post, Vox,  

Newsday & elsewhere 
+ Speaks to current resurgence in feminist spaces and 

networking communities 

On a Saturday afternoon in 1912, around the plain wooden tables 
of Polly’s Restaurant in Greenwich Village, a group 
of “unorthodox women” gathered for the first meeting of a 
secretive club they called Heterodoxy. The Village in the 1910s 
was the central meeting place of America’s bohemians: writers, 
artists, political radicals, and those who aspired to become or 
befriend them as they rattled the fences of polite society. 
Heterodoxy was a mainstay of this New York enclave, a collective 

who met in order to explore and assert a new idea: that women were fully human and thus 
fundamentally equal to men. In the words of their founder, Marie Jenney Howe, they intended “to be 
ourselves: Not just our little female selves, but our whole, big, human selves.”  

HETERODOXY is a vibrant, character-driven narrative history, in which the author unfolds the 
intertwined stories of Heterodoxy and the evolution of feminism during the politically and culturally 
turbulent decade of the 1910s, leading up to the passage of the right to vote. In recent years, across 
the globe, we have witnessed a resurgence of feminism, visible in the activism of the #MeToo 
movement, Women’s marches, and in unprecedented numbers of women running for office.  

Sprinkled with inspiring stories of women coming into their own power, and told in a colorful, 
approachable voice, this book grapples with the past and future of feminism, with Heterodoxy as the 
prototype of how a diverse group of women can come together and stake their 
claim in society. This is a story of how women’s friendship and communities 
shape history. 

Joanna Scutts is a literary critic, cultural historian, and the author of The 
Extra Woman: How Marjorie Hillis Led a Generation of Women to Live Alone 

and Like It. As the inaugural Andrew W. Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in 

Women’s History at the New-York Historical Society, she helped curate 
exhibits and events for the museum's new Center for Women's History, 

which opened in spring 2017. She holds a BA from King’s College, Cambridge, 

and a PhD in English and Comparative Literature from Columbia University.  

 

Publisher: Seal Press (N/Am) + Editor: Claire Potter 
Pub date: 2022 + Materials: Proposal (ms. delivery Jun 2020) 
Category: Narrative non-fiction + Agent: Kate Johnson 
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Meave Leakey, with Samira Leakey  
Sediments of Time    
My Lifelong Search for the Past  

+ Author is one of the world’s preeminent 
paleoanthropologists  

+ A compelling blend of science and memoir from a 
prominent woman in science 

Meave Leakey’s thrilling, high-stakes memoir encapsulates 
her distinguished life and career on the front lines of the 

hunt for our human origins, a quest made all the more 
notable by her stature as a woman in a highly competitive, 

male-dominated field. 

In The Sediments of Time, Meave Leakey—with co-writer and 
daughter Samira—brings us along on her remarkable journey to 
reveal the diversity of our early pre-human ancestors and how 
past climate change drove their evolution. She offers a fresh 
account of our past, as recent breakthroughs have allowed new 

analysis of her team’s fossil findings and vastly expanded our understanding of our ancestors. 

The story takes us from Meave’s discoveries on the shores of Lake Turkana to run-ins with armed 
herders and every manner of wildlife, to raising her children and supporting her renowned 
paleoanthropologist husband Richard Leakey’s ambitions amidst social and political strife in Kenya.  

The Sediments of Time is the summation of a lifetime of Meave Leakey’s efforts; it is a compelling 
picture of our human origins and climate change, as well as a high-stakes story of ambition, struggle, 
and hope. 

Meave Leakey currently coheads the significant field efforts in northern Kenya, started nearly a 
century ago by Louis and Mary Leakey, seeking the fossil records to the roots of humankind. She has 
worked at the National Museums of Kenya since 1969, including the head of the paleontology 
department, and is research professor at Stony Brook University, New York. She is the recipient of 
several honorary degrees, has been elected an honorary fellow of the Geological Society of London, 
inducted into the National Academy of Sciences in Washington, DC, was a National Geographic 
Explorer in Residence, served as a fellow of the African Academy of Sciences, 
and received the National Geographic Society Hubbard Medal, among many 
other accolades and achievements. She is also an author of numerous 
groundbreaking scientific publications in prestigious journals and of several 
monographs documenting her research.   

Samira Leakey obtained a BA in politics with First-Class Honors from the 
School of Oriental and African Studies at the University of London and a 
master's in public administration from Princeton University. Samira worked 
at the World Bank in Washington, DC, and now lives in Nairobi with her 
daughter. 

Publisher: HMH (N/Am) + Editor: Pilar Garcia Brown 
Pub date: July 2020 + Materials: Proposal (ms. available Nov. 19) 
Category: Science / Memoir + Agent: Gillian MacKenzie 
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Sarah Valentine 
When I Was White 
A Memoir 
 

+ Named a Most Anticipated new title by The Millions, 
Bustle, Bookriot, Essence, Purewow, and others.  

The stunning and provocative coming-of-age memoir about a 
woman raised as white in the suburbs of Pittsburgh, and her 

discovery that her father was a black man. 

At the age of 27, Sarah Valentine discovered that she was not, in 
fact, the white girl she had always believed herself to be. She 
learned the truth of her paternity: that her father was a black man. 
And she learned the truth about her own identity: mixed race. And 
so Sarah began the difficult and absorbing journey of changing her 
identity from white to black. In this memoir, Sarah details the story 
of the discovery of her identity, how she overcame depression to 
come to terms with this identity, and, perhaps most importantly, 

asks: why? Her entire family and community had conspired to maintain her white identity. The 
supreme discomfort her white family and community—and she herself—felt about addressing 
issues of race—her race—as a microcosm of race relationships in America. 

" Here, quite simply, is a masterful explication on the formation of self and identity―of 
learning to trust yourself instead of the lies other people … tell you about who you are." 

―NPR.com 

"Fervent and heartfelt. The narrative moves fluidly between past and present as Valentine 
tries to make sense of the lies and misconceptions that have plagued her throughout her 
life. This is a disturbing and engrossing tale of deep family secrets." ―Publishers Weekly 

"We feel every step of Valentine's struggle”―Booklist 

"Honest, unflinching, and true to herself … the author offers readers a rich and complex 
idea, rather than a simple statement. 'It is in the breaking apart that we find beauty.'"  

―New York Journal of Books 

Sarah Valentine is a poet, writer, translator and academic. Her first book of 
translations, Into the Snow: Selected Poems of Gennady Aygi (Wave Books, 
2011), is a collection of poems translated from the Russian-language poetry of 
Chuvash poet Gennady Aygi (1934-2006). Her work has appeared in literary 
and peer-reviewed journals such as The Journal of Higher Education, Callaloo, 
Catch Up, Zoland, and Slavic and East European Journal and Poetics: An 
Empirical Journal of Culture. She received a PhD in Russian Literature from 
Princeton University and was a Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in the Humanities 
at UCLA. Valentine lives in Los Angeles where she teaches Russian and 
Comparative Literature at the University of California, Riverside. 

Publisher: St. Martin’s Press (N/Am) + Editor: Hannah Braaten 
Pub date: August 2019 + Materials: Finished copies 
Category: Memoir + Agent: Gillian MacKenzie 
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Dr. Jessica Zucker  
Farewell Silence 
I Had A Miscarriage, a memoir and manifesto  
 

+ Author is a clinical psychologist specializing in women’s reproductive and 
maternal mental health, and a widely-published writer 

+ #IHadAMiscarriage campaign, with an aim to de-stigmatize and de-silence 
pregnancy loss, went viral  

+ As featured in The New York Times, SELF magazine, Women’s Health, NPR, Good 
Morning America, CNN and elsewhere 

 
The book begins when Jessica thought her life would end, in both the physical and emotional sense, 
when she had a miscarriage home alone at 16 weeks pregnant. Feeling alone and horrified, she 
texted her husband, parents, friends, anyone she could: “I HAD A MISCARRIAGE” – words that 
ultimately led her to galvanize her pain for cultural change. 

In a straightforward and at times visceral recounting, Jessica talks about returning to work as a 
therapist, where her pregnant belly had already become a third person in the consultation room, and 
the effect it had on women who either had experienced similar losses, or feared them. She talks about 
what she craved from her husband and friends in the aftermath, having a postpartum body and 
postpartum depression without the baby to show for it, and when and how sex became possible 
again. And finally, she talks about talking: how the more open we can be, the sooner women can 
understand miscarriage as a natural part of the continuum of childbearing – as natural as birth itself. 

Jessica Zucker is a clinical psychologist based in Los Angeles, specializing in 
women’s reproductive and maternal mental health. In 2014, she launched the 
viral #IHadAMiscarriage campaign with her first New York Times piece, with the 
aim of de-stigmatizing, de-shaming, and de-silencing the ubiquity of pregnancy 
loss. Her writing has appeared in The New York Times, The Washington Post, New 
York Magazine, The Guardian, BuzzFeed, TIME, VICE, Refinery29, Mashable, 
InStyle, Teen Vogue, PBS, among others. She has been featured on NPR, Good 
Morning America, Inside Edition, and CNN. Last year, SELF magazine featured her 
Instagram account in a piece that went viral and was picked up by over 100 
publications worldwide. Women’s Health magazine in the UK named the account 
“the bravest use of social media.” 

 

  

Publisher: Feminist Press (N/Am) + Editor: Lauren Hook & Jamia Wilson 
Pub date: Spring 2021 + Materials: Manuscript available November.  
Category: Memoir / Psychology + Agent: Kate Johnson  
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Joanna Howard 
Rerun Era 
A Memoir 
 

Like Terese Marie Mailhot’s Heart Berries, and with 
echoes of Tommy Orange’s There, There, RERUN ERA is a 
captivating, propulsive memoir about growing up in the 

environmentally and economically devastated rural 
flatlands of Oklahoma 

Told from the magnetic perspective of Joanna Howard's past 
selves from the late 70's and early 80's, RERUN ERA circles 
the fascinating psyches of Howard’s part-Cherokee truck-
driving father, her women's libber mother, and her 
skateboarding, rodeo bull-riding teenage brother. Equal parts 
illuminating to the rural American present, and the way 
popular culture portrays the rural American past, RERUN 
ERA perfectly captures the irony of growing up in rural 
America in the midst of nationalistic small town fantasies like 

wild west theme-parks and The Beverly Hillbillies.  

Written in stunning, lyric prose, RERUN ERA gives humanity, perspective, humor, and depth to an 
often invisible part of America, and firmly establishes Howard as an urgent and necessary voice in 
American letters. 

“An elliptical and elusive memoir … Deftly written, with a tonal command that complements 
a child’s observations with an adult’s insights.” —Kirkus Reviews 

“Children are given the gift and burden of feeling the infinite in a single afternoon, an hour, 
an event—Rerun Era, a wonderfully tactile and intimate book, returns that gift to its 

readers. Each chapter explodes with the force and shine of fireworks on an unlit night.”  
—Catherine Lacey 

“Joanna Howard has a masterful understanding of the way memory bends time and forms 
startling new structures …   a book that you will find yourself in, lose yourself in, and long to 

return to again and again.” —Alexandra Kleeman  

““The thing about eras is that, someday, they're bygone, and Howard 
recordsthis one with clarity and a kind of reverence. This is both funny 

and touching, and likely to reach readers in wholly unexpected 
ways.” —Booklist 

Joanna Howard is a writer and translator from Miami, Oklahoma. She is the 
author of the novel Foreign Correspondent, the story collections On the Winding 
Stair and In the Colorless Round, and Field Glass, a collaborative novel written 
with Joanna Ruocco. She also co-translated Walls by Marcel Cohen and Cows by 
Frederic Boyer. She teaches in the literature PhD program at Denver 
University.  

Publisher: McSweeney’s (N/Am) + Editor: Kristina Kearns 
Pub date: October 2019 + Materials: Final pdf 
Category: Memoir + Agent: Allison Devereux 
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Carla Naumburg 

How to Stop Losing Your Sh*t with Your Kids   
A Practical Guide to Becoming a Calmer, Happier Parent 
 

+ Reached Amazon #1 New Release in Anger 
Management Self Help, # 3 in Parenting,  

#129 in All Books 
+ A simple, accessible and humorous guide to more 

effective and mindful parenting 
+ Now in its third print run!    

So, you're losing your sh*t with your kids. You scream, you shout, 
you snap at them. You're cranky and irritable more often than 
you'd like to admit. You know how you want to parent; you want 
to be a calmer, more rational and intentional parent, but no matter 
how hard you try, you can't help it. You keep losing your shit. Just 

remember: YOU ARE NOT A BAD PARENT. How to Stop Losing Your Sh*t With Your Kids is as honest and 
compassionate as it is pragmatic about helping you work through your sh*t to be more present and 
positive. Increasingly relevant to today's parents, who are more overloaded, overwhelmed, and 
overworked than ever before, this book has the antidote to the feelings of complete despair and rage.  

“A definitive, hilarious, and brutally honest guide on how to stop bringing your sh*t into 
your kids’ lives so you can all be happier and more connected in healthy ways.”  

— Mayim Bialik, on Instagram (The Big Bang Theory; Blossom; 3.4million followers.)  

“…Empathic and real; she doles out plenty of helpful examples and suggestions, then 
summaries them all in constructive lists at the end of the book.” — BookPage 

“It’s a super practical book and one I’d recommend to every parent.” — BookRiot 

“Funny, honest and real, this is the book I needed when my kids were toddlers—and middle 
graders—and yesterday afternoon.” —KJ Dell'Antonia, How to Be a Happier Parent   

“Makes you feel hugged rather than judged.”  
—Rebecca Schrag Hershberg, PhD  

Carla Naumburg, PhD, is writer, speaker, and clinical social worker. She is the 
author of Ready, Set, Breathe (New Harbinger, 2015) and Parenting in the Present 
Moment: How to Stay Focused on What Really Matters (Parallax, 2014). Her 
writing has appeared in The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Huffington 
Post, and Mindful Magazine, among other places. Carla is a sought-after public 
speaker, and she coaches overwhelmed parents on how to make parenting less 
stressful and more fun. 

  

Publisher: Workman (N/Am) + Editor: Margot Herrera 
Pub date: August 2019 + Materials: Finished copies.  
Category: Parenting + Agent: Gillian MacKenzie 

 Rights sold: UK/ANZ: Yellow Kite; German: Trias; Italian: 
Newton Compton; Polish: Muza; Hungarian: Publish & More. 
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Elisa Marshall and Benjamin Sormonte  
Maman A Table    
A Collection of Family-Inspired Recipes 

+ Sold at auction for a six-figure advance 
+ Metric-system measurements included 

+ Maman Cookies included in Oprah’s Favorite Things  
in 2017 and 2019 

+Featured in The New York Times, Vogue, goop, The Wall 
Street Journal, Vanity Fair, & elsewhere.  

+Extensive brand partnerships and relationships including 
with Kitchenaid, Sonos, Paper Source, Yoplait, Marc Jacobs, 

H&M, Victoria’s Secret, & more.  
+75,000 Instagram followers, & growing 

+Known for their impeccable décor and aesthetics, book 
will include tips and ideas for decorating and entertaining. 

For both Elisa Marshall, originally from Toronto, and Ben 
Sormonte, who hails from the South of France, the family kitchen 

was the site of their fondest childhood memories, and the beginning of their lifelong passion for 
bringing people together. Arriving in New York in 2014, and unable to find cafes that combined a 
sense of home with fresh, delectable fare, Elisa and Ben created their own. The Maman cafés are now 
in eight locations in New York and Canada, with plans for expansion.  In their first cookbook, the 
Maman team will bring their all day cafe favorites to readers. The book will include approximately 
85 recipes, spanning breakfast (banana lavender waffles; farmhouse almond butter granola), 
lunch (croque maman with Parisian ham, comte, and bechamel), drinks (lavender hot 
chocolate; spiced apple cider), and desserts (including the never-before-revealed recipe for that 
Oprah’s Favorite Thing nutty chocolate chip cookie!). Because the concept of family runs through 
everything at Maman, the book will include recipes that have been handed down through 
generations. 

Elisa Marshall is a founding partner of Maman. The café, 
restaurant, and event space has multiple locations across NYC 
and Canada, and has hosted international pop-ups in Paris & St. 
Barths. Maman’s nutty chocolate chip cookie was named one of 
Oprah’s “Favorite Things” for 2017. Elisa is also a contributing 
columnist for MarthaStewart.com. 

Entrepreneur and Maman co-founder Benjamin Sormonte 
decided to pursue his life-long passion for the food and 
beverage industry after working in finance and law. He became 
a partner with the Experimental Group for whom he managed 
and opened restaurants and bars in Paris, Ibiza, and New York. In 2014, Ben opened the first location 
of Maman with his business partner and now fiancée, Elisa. He manages all of the company’s business 
elements, and together with Elisa and the Maman team, they have quickly turned SoHo’s best kept 
secret into New York City’s and Toronto’s most beloved café.

Publisher: Clarkson Potter (W/Eng) + Editor: Amanda Englander 
Pub date: April 2021 + Materials: Proposal (ms due March 2020)  
Category: Cooking + Agent: Leigh Eisenman 

 

http://marthastewart.com/
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Recent nonfiction  
 

Peter Laufer 

Dreaming in Turtle:  
A Journey Through the Passion, Profit, and Peril of Our Most Coveted 
Prehistoric Creatures 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Allison Levy 
House of Secrets: 
The Many Live of a Florentine Palazzo 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Greg Clarke & Monte Beauchamp 
A Sidecar Named Desire:  
Great Writers and the Booze That Stirred Them 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ryan Alvarez & Adam Merrin  
Husbands That Cook: 
More Than 120 Irresistible Vegetarian Recipes and Tales From Our 
Tiny Kitchen 
 

  

Publisher: St Martin’s Press (North American)  
Category: Narrative nonfiction + Agent: Gillian MacKenzie 

Rights Sold: German: Benevento 

In the vein of Sy Montgomery and Elizabeth Kolbert comes a 
fascinating exploration of the world of turtles. 

 

 

Publisher: Dey Street (North American)  
Category: Illustrated humor + Agent: Gillian MacKenzie 

Rights Sold: Russian: Alpina; Korean: Eulyoo; Taiwan: My House.  

A rollicking illustrated history of alcohol and its literary imbibers, 
from Jane Austen’s beer brewing to James Joyce’s passion for 
Guinness to E. B. White’s cure for writers’ block—a dry martini 

 

 

Publisher: St Martin’s Press (North American)  
Category: Cooking + Agent: Leigh Eisenman  

From the award-winning bloggers comes a book of original 
recipes inspired by their shared love of vegetarian food. 
 

 

 

Publisher: I.B Taurus/Bloomsbury (World English)  
Category: History / memoir + Agent: Gillian MacKenzie 

Rights Sold: China: Beijing United.  

A riveting story weaving together memoir, biography of place, and 
true crime mystery. 
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Natalka Burian   
Among the Wild Young 

+ Sold in a pre-empt  
+For readers of Naomi Alderman’s THE POWER and Chloe Benjamin’s  

THE IMMORTALISTS. 

Unfolding over a sweltering West Virginia summer, AMONG THE WILD YOUNG follows Cello and 
Joanie, foster siblings living in a compound they know only as the Garden. There, with their foster 
family, they work the land to harvest Vine, a potent plant of dubious legality, while the girls worry 
about the fate that comes with womanhood: Joanie is the first sister to grow up, but she won’t be the 
last.  

At the novel’s opening, Joanie has returned home after a forced marriage: her husband died 
unexpectedly, and pregnant Joanie is swiftly blamed, punished at a ritualistic family trial, and 
banished back to the Garden. Her baby is born there, destined for a life working the Vine with the 
other foster kids, until one night he goes missing.  

Cello, who has been in love with Joanie ever since they were little, soon finds a ransom note filled 
with tiny, translucent nail clippings and a request for money. He’s convinced that the kidnappers 
come from within the family, but to accuse them is too risky. He’ll do anything to get Joanie’s baby 
back, but Joanie herself doesn’t seem to care: she has discovered more urgent secrets about the 
family’s history and the Vine’s true powers – she doesn’t know everything, but she knows to get as 
far away as she can. 

A story of family and destiny in the vein of The Immortalists, set against a swampy Appalachian 
backdrop, AMONG THE WILD YOUNG is a high-stakes adventure about dark alchemy, alliances, and 
who you can become, when you don’t know where you come from.  

Natalka Burian is the author of the YA novel Welcome to the Slipstream (Simon 
Pulse), co-author of A Woman’s Drink (Chronicle) and the co-owner of two 
Brooklyn bars, Ramona and Elsa. Natalka is also co-founder of The Freya 
Project, a monthly reading series that raises money for small non-profits 
located in communities that are discouraging of their work, and through which 
she has connected with writers Iris Martin Cohen, Madeline Stevens, Danielle 
Lazarin, Robin Wasserman, Julie Buntin and Jessie Chaffee, who have all offered 
to support her novel. She received an MA at Columbia University, and 
completed workshops at Sackett Street and Catapult Books. Her writing has 
appeared in The Millions, Lit Hub, Catapult, and Lenny, and her bars and books 
have been featured in The New Yorker, Elle, Vogue, New York, and elsewhere. 

 

 

 
 

Rights also available to WELCOME TO THE SLIPSTREAM (YA, Simon Pulse, 2017)  

Publisher: Park Row Books (W/Eng) + Editor: Laura Brown 
Pub date: 2020 + Materials: Ms available October 2019  
Category: Literary/upmarket + Agent: Kate Johnson 
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Jan Carson 

The Fire Starters 
 

+ Winner of the EU Prize for Literature, Ireland 
+ Author “one of the most exciting and original Northern 

Irish writers of her generation” 
 —Sunday Times 

Dr Jonathan Murray fears his new-born daughter might not be as 
harmless as she seems. Sammy Agnew is wrestling with his dark 
past, and fears the violence in his blood lurks in his son, too. Belfast 
is in flames and the authorities are losing control. As matters fall 
into frenzy, and as the lines between fantasy and truth, right and 
wrong, begin to blur, who will these two fathers choose to protect? 

 “Carson's playfulness delights again and again, even as she explores her city's darkest 
corners. Sound the siren: this novel truly burns bright.” —The Independent  

“The Fire Starters succeeds in dramatizing the simmering volatility of a region that, with the 
looming post-Brexit threat of a hard border, could explode again.” —The Guardian 

 “hugely and pleasingly reminiscent of Salman Rushdie’s … Midnight’s Children.” —Metro   

“a thoroughly captivating and well-paced novel. A writer with a pleasingly distinctive style 
… an intelligent and courageous commentator.” —The Irish Times    

 “An amazing book…it is breathtaking” —RTE Radio 1 

“Characteristically inventive” —Vogue 

"Gripping, affecting, surprising. I inhaled it." —Lisa McInerney  

"Spectacular . . . Dark, beautiful, at once grittily real and wildly magical. 
Insanely alluring."  —Donal Ryan  

"Jan Carson seems to have invented a new Belfast in this gripping, 
surprising, exhilarating novel." —Roddy Doyle  

Jan Carson is a writer and community arts facilitator based in Belfast. Her first 
novel, Malcolm Orange Disappears, was published in 2014 to critical acclaim, followed by a short 
story collection, Children’s Children (2016), and a flash fiction anthology, Postcard Stories (2017). 
Her work has appeared in numerous journals and on BBC Radio 3 and 4. In 2016 she won the 
Harper’s Bazaar short story competition and was shortlisted for the Seán Ó Faoláin Short Story Prize. 
She specializes in running arts projects and events with older people, especially those living with 
dementia. The Fire Starters is her second novel. 

Publisher: Doubleday (UK/Comm) + Editor: Fiona Murphy 
Pub date: April 2019 + Materials: Finished copies.  
Category: Literary + Agent: Kate Johnson 

 Rights sold: Serbian: Zavet; Albanian: Toena; Bulgarian: 
Perseus; Croatian: HENA Com; Macedonian: TRI Publishing 
Centre; Spanish: Hota de Lata. 

 

 

 

Winner, EU  

Prize for 

Literature 
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Azareen Van der Vliet Oloomi 
Call Me Zebra 

+ Winner of the 2019 PEN/Faulkner Award 
+ Longlisted for the 2018 PEN Open Book Award 

+A Publisher’s Weekly Bestseller  
+Whiting Award-winning author  

+2015 ”5 Under 35” Honoree  
+ Named a Best Book by: Entertainment Weekly, 

Harper's Bazaar, Boston Globe, Fodor's, Fast 
Company, Refinery29, Nylon, Book Riot, The Millions, 
Electric Literature, Bitch, Hello Giggles, Literary Hub, 
Shondaland, Bustle, Vol. 1 Brooklyn, Read It Forward, 
Entropy Magazine, Chicago Review of Books, iBooks 

and Publishers Weekly 

An adventure tale, a love story, and a paean for the power of 
language and literature starring a heroine as idiosyncratic as Don 

Quixote and as introspective as Virginia Woolf, Call Me Zebra will establish Van der Vliet Oloomi as 
an author “on the verge of developing a whole new literature movement” (Bustle).  

“Once in a while a singular, adventurous, and intellectually humorous voice appears that 
takes us on an inescapable journey.” —Judges comments, PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction 

"Ferociously intelligent...[recalls] the work of Bolaño and Borges.” —The NYT Book Review 

"Splendidly eccentric.”—Wall Street Journal 

"Darkly comic"—The New Yorker 

Azareen Van der Vliet Oloomi is the author of the critically acclaimed novels Fra 
Keeler (Dorothy, a publishing project, 2012) and Call Me Zebra (Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt, 2018), longlisted for the PEN Open Book Award. She is the winner of a 
2015 Whiting Writers' Award, a National Book Foundation "5 Under 35" honoree, 
the recipient of a MacDowell Fellowship, and a Fulbright Fellowship in Fiction to 
Catalonia, Spain. Her work has appeared in The Paris 
Review, GRANTA, Guernica, BOMB, and the Los Angeles Review of Books among 
other places. She has lived in Iran, Spain, Italy, the United Arab Emirates, and 
currently teaches in the M.F.A. Program in Creative Writing at the University of 
Notre Dame. She speaks Spanish, Italian, Farsi and some Catalan. English is her 
native language. 
 
Rights also available to FRA KEELER (Dorothy Project, 2015) 

Publisher: HMH (N/Am) + Editor: Naomi Gibbs 
Pub date: March 2018 + Materials: Finished copies.  
Category: Literary + Agent: Kate Johnson 

 

 

 

Winner, 2019 

PEN/Faulkner 

Award 
 

Rights sold: UK: Alma Books; Japanese: Hakashuisha; 
Simplified Chinese: Kuwei; Romanian: Paralela 45; Turkish: 
Paris Yayinlari. 
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Fowzia Karimi 

Above Us The Milky Way  
An Illuminated Alphabet 

+Author winner of a prestigious  
Rona Jaffe Foundation Writers’ Award  

 +A unique, illustrated literary novel based on the author’s 
childhood immigration from Afghanistan to the U.S. 

Above Us the Milky Way follows a young family – mother, father, five 
sisters – forced to flee their war-ravaged homeland, leaving behind 
everything and everyone beloved and familiar. As they reconstruct 
their lives in a new and peaceful country, they are drawn back to the 
first land through memories and longing, by news of the ongoing 
suffering of loved ones, and by the war dead, who have immigrated 
and reside with them, haunting their days and illuminating the small 
joys and wonders offered by the new land. 

Based on the author’s early childhood, the war in Afghanistan, and her 
family's immigration to the US in 1980, the novel’s backbone is the 
alphabet: 26 pieces that dock an interconnected tapestry of 
remembrances, old family photographs, fairy tales, ghost stories, and 
the author’s own watercolor paintings based on medieval 

illuminations.  

With a lyrical style, surreal and sloping, Karimi’s gaze is a means of getting to the truth of war's 
impact and horror, as well as the remarkable human capacity to experience 
love and wonder amidst destruction and loss, and to create beauty from the 
ashes. 

Fowzia Karimi was born in Kabul, Afghanistan. She immigrated to the US 
in 1980, after the Soviet invasion of the country. Karimi has a background in 
Studio Art and Biology. She received her MFA in Creative Writing from Mills 
College, California. Her work explores the correspondence on the page 
between the written and the visual arts. She is a recipient of The Rona Jaffe 
Foundation Writers’ Award, and has illustrated The Brick House by 
Micheline Aharonian Marcom and Vagrants and Uncommon Visitors by A. 
Kendra Green. She lives in Texas.  

  

Publisher: Deep Vellum (N/Am) + Editor: Will Evans 
Pub date: April 2020 + Materials: Final pdf.   
Category: Literary / illustrated + Agent: Kate Johnson 
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Martin Riker  
Samuel Johnson’s Eternal Return  

+ A Summer/Fall 2018 Indies Introduce Debut 
Fiction Selection 

In the spirit of Italo Calvino, a media-age metaphysical picaresque about a 
dead man whose soul travels from body to body, discovering the grim and 

comic realities in every strata of modern life 

 “unique, cheerfully grotesque … ingenious.” —New York Times 

“Riker is a gifted storyteller …  unforgettable.”   
—Publishers Weekly, Starred Review 

“thrilling for us bookish types.” —The Millions 

Martin Riker has worked as a musician, in nonprofit literary publishing, and teaching in the English 
department at Washington University in St. Louis. His fiction and criticism have appeared in publications 
including The Wall Street Journal, New York Times, London Review of Books, The Baffler, and Conjunctions.  
In 2010, he and his wife Danielle Dutton co-founded the feminist press Dorothy, a Publishing Project 
(dorothyproject.com). Samuel Johnson’s Eternal Return is his first novel. 

 

Martin Goodman 
J SS Bach 

 

+ From a Whitbread Award–Winning Writer 

Three generations from both sides of World War Two—one side a Jewish family 
from Vienna, the other linked to a ranking Nazi official at Dachau concentration 
camp—suffer the consequences of what men do. In 1990s California the two 
survivors—both musicians—from the families meet, but it will take more than 
music to bridge one of the world’s greatest divides.  

Martin Goodman’s first novel On Bended Knees (Macmillan UK) was 
shortlisted for the Whitbread First Novel Award. His biography of the Scottish 

scientist and serial self-experimenter John Scott Haldane, Suffer and Survive (S&S UK), won first prize in 
the 2008 British Medical Association Book Awards. He is the author of I Was Carlos Castaneda (Crown 
Harmony, 2001) and In Search of the Divine Mother (HarperOne, 1998), and Client Earth, co-written with 
James Thornton (Scribe UK). Goodman is a Professor of Creative Writing at the University of Hull and 
directs its Philip Larkin Centre.  

Publisher: Coffee House Press (N/Am) + Editor: Chris Fishbach 
Pub date: October 2018 + Materials: Finished copies.  
Category: Literary + Agent: Kate Johnson 

 

Publisher: Wrecking Ball Press (UK) + Editor: Shane Rhodes 
Pub date: March 2019 + Materials: Finished copies.  
Category: Literary + Agent: Kate Johnson 

 
Rights sold: Czech: Práha 
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Recent fiction  
 

Patty Yumi Cottrell  
Sorry to Disrupt The Peace  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Laura Adamcyzk 
Hardly Children 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Briohny Doyle 
The Island Will Sink 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Caroline England  
My Husband’s Lies and The Wife’s Secret  
  

Publisher: McSweeney’s (North American)  
Category: Literary novel; Agent: Kate Johnson 

Rights Sold: UK: And Other Stories; ANZ: Text; French: Grasset; Korean: 

Gimm-Young; Italian: 66th and 2nd.  

 
+ 2018 Whiting Award Winner 
+ Winner of the Barnes and Noble’s Discover Award for Fiction 2018 
+ Winner of the Independent Publisher Book Award's Gold Medal for First 
Fiction 

 

 

Publisher: Brow Books (ANZ)  
Category: Literary novel + Agent: Rach Crawford 

"The Island Will Sink is not ‘just’ a novel. It is the most assured and innovative 
debut I have read in a long time, one that has me excited about the political 
possibilities of … fiction.” — The Australian  

 

 

Publisher: Avon (World English)  
Category: Upmarket fiction / domestic noir + Agent: Kate Johnson  

Rights Sold: Czech: Jota.  

+ 100,000+ copies sold 
Two explosively plotted thrillers about family secrets and broken 
friendships, perfect for fans of Lucy Clarke. 
 
 

 

 

Publisher: FSG (North American)  
Category: Short stories + Agent: Allison Devereux 

An eerie debut collection featuring missing parents, unrequited love, and other 
uncomfortable moments, in the vein of Catherine Lacy and Amelia Gray. 
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Children’s + Young Adult  
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Cat Warren 
What the Dog Knows 
Scent, Science, and the Amazing Ways Dogs Perceive the World  

 

 

+ The young readers edition of the  
New York Times bestseller 

Cat Warren and her canine companion, Solo, teach readers 
that the nose knows no bounds when it comes to working 

together, being persistent, and helping others. 

Solo has a fine nose and knows how to use it, but he’s only one of 
many thousands of scent-detection dogs all over the United 
States. That’s a group that includes cadaver dogs, tracking, 
trailing, and apprehension dogs; dogs that can locate unmarked 
graves of Civil War soldiers; and even dogs that can find 
drowning victims more than two hundred feet below the surface 
of a lake. 

All these dogs love to use their noses. They think their job is 
simply the best, most interesting game they’ve ever played! What 

good working dogs can do may seem magical or mysterious, but What the Dog Knows shows the 
science, the rigorous training, and the skilled handling that underlie these amazing abilities. 

"What the Dog Knows offers a fascinating, fun glimpse into the world of dogs. If you've ever loved 
a dog, you will adore this book." —Robert Crais, NYT bestselling mystery author 

 “Beautifully illustrated, What the Dog Knows is perfect for young minds who will embrace the 
almost magical world of dogs and scent detection.” —Brian Hare and Vanessa Woods, NYT 

bestselling authors of The Genius of Dogs  

“Cat Warren takes her readers on an exciting, fast-paced journey into the world of scents.” 
—Virginia Morell, NYT bestselling author of Animal Wise 

Cat Warren is a professor at North Carolina State University, where she teaches 
science journalism, editing, and creative nonfiction courses. Before starting her 
academic career, Warren worked for newspapers across the United States, 
reporting on crime, poverty, and politics, from California to Wyoming to 
Connecticut. Warren started training her young German shepherd, Solo, as a 
cadaver dog in 2004. She and Solo were called to search for the missing across 
North Carolina for a number of years. She lives in downtown Durham, North 
Carolina, with her husband, David Auerbach, a retired professor of philosophy at 
North Carolina State University, and their two German shepherds. Visit 
CatWarren.com. 
 
 
Adult Edition translation sales: UK/ANZ: Scribe; Simplified Chinese: Commercial Press; 
German: Kynos; Japanese: X-Knowledge; Spanish: KNS Ediciones.  

Publisher: S&S Books For Young Readers (N/Am)  
Editor: Krista Vitola + Pub date: October 2019 + Materials: Galleys 
Category: Middle grade nonfiction + Agent: Gillian MacKenzie 
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MJ Hegar 

Fly Like A Girl  
One Woman’s Dramatic Fight in Afghanistan and on the Home Front  

 

+ Netflix film currently in development, with Neil 
Burger (Divergent) directing 

+ Author was an elite rescue pilot in Afghanistan, 
where she earned a Purple Heart and the  

Distinguished Flying Cross 
+ Young readers edition of Shoot Like A Girl 

A Young Readers Edition of a compelling story of courage 
and triumph, this is the inspiring true story of Major Mary 
Jennings Hegar–a brave and determined woman who gave 

her all for her country, her sense of justice,  
and for women everywhere. 

On July 29, 2009, Air National Guard Major Mary Jennings Hegar 
was shot down while on a Medevac mission in Afghanistan. 

Despite being wounded, her courageous actions saved the lives of her crew and their patients, 
earning her the Purple Heart as well as the Distinguished Flying Cross with Valor Device. That day 
also marked the beginning of a new mission: convincing the U.S. Government to allow women to 
serve openly on the front line of battle for the first time in American history. 

Includes exclusive photographs throughout, a discussion guide, and a Q&A with the author written 
specifically for teen readers. 

Major Mary Jennings Hegar, one of Foreign Policy Magazine’s 100 Leading Global Thinkers of 2013 
and one of Newsweek’s 125 Women of Impact of 2012, was commissioned into the Air Force through 
ROTC at the University of Texas in 1999. In 2004, she was selected for pilot training by the Air 
National Guard. Upon completion of her training at the top of her class, she served three tours in 
Afghanistan flying Combat Search and Rescue as well as medevac missions. On her third tour to 
Afghanistan on July 29, 2009, she was shot down on a medevac mission and sustained wounds 
resulting in her being awarded the Purple Heart. Her actions on this mission saved the lives of her 
crew and patients, earning her the Distinguished Flying Cross with Valor Device. 
Today, MJ lives in Austin with her family, and has run for congress. She continues 
to advocate for marginalized communities as well as write and speak publicly 
about both her experiences in the military and her fight for increased military 
readiness through equality.  
 

 

 

Rights also available to SHOOT LIKE A GIRL (Berkley, 2017) 

Adult Edition translation sales: UK/ANZ: HarperCollins UK; Italian: 

Centauria; Ukraine: Bookclub Family Leisure. 

Publisher: Philomel (N/Am) + Editor: Jill Santopolo  
Pub date: Spring 2020 + Materials: MS available.   
Category: Young Adult nonfiction + Agent: Gillian MacKenzie 
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Elana K. Arnold  
Red Hood 
 

+ From the author of Printz Honor Winner Damsel and 
National Book Award finalist What Girls Are Made of 

+Powerful new modern fairy-tale from critically-
acclaimed and beloved author 

+ Has reached #62 in Amazon Teen and Young Adult 
Literary Fiction in early pre-orders 

+ Can crossover as adult fantasy 

Elana K. Arnold returns with a dark, engrossing, blood-
drenched tale of the familiar threats to female power—and 

one girl’s journey to regain it. 

You are alone in the woods, seen only by the unblinking yellow 
moon. Your hands are empty. You are nearly naked. And the wolf is 
angry. 

Since her grandmother became her caretaker when she was four years old, Bisou Martel has lived a 
quiet life in a little house in Seattle. She’s kept mostly to herself. She’s been good. But then comes the 
night of homecoming, when she finds herself running for her life over roots and between trees, a fury 
of claws and teeth behind her. 

A wolf attacks. Bisou fights back. A new moon rises. And with it, questions. About the blood in Bisou’s 
past, and on her hands as she stumbles home. About broken boys and vicious wolves. About girls lost 
in the woods—frightened, but not alone. 

Elana K. Arnold is the author of critically acclaimed and award-winning young 
adult novels and children’s books, including the Printz Honor 
winner Damsel and the National Book Award finalist What Girls Are Made Of. 
Several of her books are Junior Library Guild selections and have appeared on 
many best book lists, including the Amelia Bloomer Project, a catalog of 
feminist titles for young readers. Elana teaches in Hamline University’s MFA in 
Writing for Children and Young Adults program and lives in Southern 
California with her family and menagerie of pets. You can visit her online at 
www.elanakarnold.com.  
 
 

 

  

Publisher: Balzer and Bray (W/Eng) + Editor: Jordan Brown  
Pub date: February 2020 + Materials: Proof pages. 
Category: Young Adult / Fantasy + Agent: Rubin Pfeffer Content 
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Elana K. Arnold  
Damsel  
 

+ A 2018 Michael L. Printz Award Honor Book 
+ Crossover potential as adult fantasy  

A dark, twisted, unforgettable fairy tale from Elana K. 
Arnold, author of the National Book Award finalist What 

Girls Are Made Of 

The rite has existed for as long as anyone can remember: When 
the king dies, his son the prince must venture out into the gray 
lands, slay a fierce dragon, and rescue a damsel to be his bride. 
This is the way things have always been. 

When Ama wakes in the arms of Prince Emory, she knows none 
of this. She has no memory of what came before she was captured 

by the dragon or what horrors she faced in its lair. She knows only this handsome young man, the 
story he tells of her rescue, and her destiny of sitting on a throne beside him. It’s all like a dream, like 
something from a fairy tale. 

As Ama follows Emory to the kingdom of Harding, however, she discovers that not all is as it seems. 
There is more to the legends of the dragons and the damsels than anyone knows, and the greatest 
threats may not be behind her, but around her, now, and closing in. 

“This incisively written allegory rips into a familiar story and sets it aflame.”  
—School Library Journal, Starred Review 

“Exquisitely written and unflinchingly, furiously feminist, Damsel is a gorgeous inferno of a 
fairy tale and my new obsession. Searing and audacious, with an ending that will leave you 

howling at the moon. A must for every collection.” —Claire Legrand, author of Furyborn 

“Damsel is a lush, sweeping, gorgeous fantasy, tied up tight with an inexorable and winding 
dread. It is sharp and quick and cuts like a blade. Keep your eyes open. Be ready.” —Kelly 

Barnell, New York Times bestselling author of The Girl Who Drank the Moon 

“Brutal and unflinching, Damsel is a gorgeously twisted fairy tale that lures you in with 
pretty words and then shows you its thorns.”  

—Justina Ireland, New York Times bestselling author of Dread Nation 

“Not unlike the original fairy tales, Damsel isn’t meant for the faint of heart. This 
unflinchingly feminist story is beautiful in its gruesomeness.”  

—Amanda Lovelace, bestselling author of The Princess Saves Herself In This One 

“This brutal, devastating, powerful novel won’t soon be forgotten.”  
—Booklist, Starred Review 

 

Publisher: Balzer and Bray (W/Eng) + Editor: Jordan Brown  
Pub date: October 2018 + Materials: Finished copies.  
Category: Young Adult / Fantasy + Agent: Rubin Pfeffer Content 

 Rights sold: Spanish: Oceano; Turkish: Yabanci. 

 

 

Michael L.  

Printz Award 

Honor Book  
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Maria Scrivan  
Nat Enough and Forget Me Nat 

 

+ Sold at auction in the US for six figures 
+ Sold at auction in UK, Germany, Spain  

+ A lead title for Scholastic, with a significant 
marketing commitment, including upcoming national 

bookseller dinner tour and multiple Comicon 
appearances 

In the spirit of The Dork Diaries comes a hilarious new 
middle grade graphic novel series about self-confidence 

and hidden talents. 

Making friends isn't easy, but losing them is even harder! Natalie has never felt that she's enough 
-- athletic enough, stylish enough, or talented enough. And on the first day of middle school, Natalie 
discovers that things are worse than she thought -- now she's not even cool enough for her best 
friend, Lily! As Natalie tries to get her best friend back, she learns more about her true self and 
natural talents. If Natalie can focus on who she is rather than who she isn't, then she might realize 
she's more than enough, just the way she is. 

The upcoming sequel, FORGET ME NAT, will revolve around Nat’s middle school crush.  

Maria Scrivan's cartoons have been published in magazines, newspapers, books, and on national 
television, including MAD magazine, National Lampoon, Parade, Highlights, 
Funny Times, Huff Post, Mashable, Salon, and The Doctor Oz Show. Her 
syndicated comic “Half Full” appears daily in newspapers across the US, 
including the Los Angeles Times, Greenwich Time, and Stamford Advocate, and 
on GoComics.com. Scrivan has done illustrations for corporate clients 
including IBM, Deloitte, MasterCard, and AT&T, among others, and she has a 
thriving licensing career. She is on the board of the National Cartoonists 
Society and was nominated for their Silver Reuben Award in the Greeting Card 
Division in 2015 and 2017. She is also a member of the Society of Illustrators 
and speaks about cartooning and creativity for a variety of audiences at 
libraries and schools. Find her at www.mariascrivan.com 

  

Publisher: Scholastic / Graphix (N/Am) 
Editor: David Saylor & Meghan Peace  
Pub date:  Spring 2020 (Book 1) Fall 2020 (Book 2) 
Materials: Proof pages (Book 1); Ms due October 2019 (Book 2)   
Category: Middle Grade Graphic Novel + Agent: Gillian MacKenzie 

 Rights sold: UK/ANZ: Scholastic UK; German: Loewe; Spanish 
and Catalan: Bruno; French North American: Scholastic 
Canada; Hebrew: Yedoith. 
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Paul Noth 
How to Sell Your Family to the Aliens trilogy  

 
+ Sold at auction in a six-figure deal  

+ Author a celebrated cartoonist, working with The New 
Yorker and Saturday Night Live 

+Books are hilarious, and perfect for reluctant readers 
+Quirky, goofy science-fiction 

 
Happy Conklin Jr.’s dad is a brilliant and successful inventor of screwball 
products, and being his kid means sometimes being experimented on—Hap 
and his sisters have some … interesting … qualities. Too bad that Hap’s 
tyrannical Grandma is stealing all his dad’s money and lives in an enormous 
mansion while the rest of the family lives in the basement. When Hap sees a 
chance to get rid of Grandma, he takes it! But when he—oops!—sells his 
whole family to the aliens, he wants nothing more than to get them back. He 
just has to figure out how! 

In Book Two, Hap wants a girl in his science class to be his lab partner but 
lacks the courage to even talk to her. He finds a way to overcome this fear but 
also, unfortunately, opens a blackhole that will swallow the solar system, 
unless he’s able to stop it.  

In Book Three, Hap—now a prisoner of the Galactic Empire—must stop his 
Grandma’s war before she destroys everything. He'll need the help of his lab 
partner and secret crush back on Earth. But first he’ll have to convince her 
that he isn’t dead! 

“Strange and original with just the right amount of juvenile humor, this 
story features odd and endearing characters and a wonderfully weird 

plot.” —School Library Journal 

"Readers will be likewise amused by the random twists, silly 
inventions, and frequent spot drawings and sequential panels." 

 —Booklist 

 “Pitch perfect for middle-graders . . . Fans of Allen’s Gabby Duran and the 
Unsittables will find a similar combination of warmth and weirdness here.”—BCCB 

Paul Noth’s cartoons have appeared regularly in The New Yorker since 2004. He has created short 
animated films for Late Night with Conan O’Brien and been an animation consultant for Saturday Night 
Live.  

Publisher: Bloomsbury Children’s (N/Am)  
Editor: Sarah Shumway 
Pub date: Apr 2018 (Book 1); Jan 2019 (Book 2); Sep 2019 (Book 3) 
Materials: Finished copies   
Category: Illustrated Middle Grade + Agent: Gillian MacKenzie 

 
Rights sold: French (Books 1-3, Bayard Jeunesse); Italian (Book 
1, Editrice Il Castoro), Romanian (Books 1-3, Editura Art), 
Turkish (Book1, Epsilon) 
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Co-Agents 
 

 
 
China, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam: The Grayhawk Agency 
 China, Taiwan: Gray Tan, grayhawk@grayhawk-agency.com 
 Thailand, Vietnam: Itzel Hsu, itzel@grayhawk-agency.com 
 
Croatia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Bosnia, Macedonia, Montenegro: Corto Literary Agency 
 Diana Matulić, diana@cortoliterary.com 
 Antonija Radić, antonija@cortoliterary.com  
 
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Albania: Livia Stoia Agency  

  Lidia Dumitru, lidia.dumitru@liviastoiaagency.ro 
 

France: Agence Eliane Benisti 
 Adult: Noémie Rollet, noemie@elianebenisti.com 
 Children’s: Aurélie Lefebvre, aurelie@elianebenisit.com 

 
Germany: Thomas Schlueck GmbH 
 Adult: Franka Zastrow, f.zastrow@schlueckagent.com 
 Children’s: Bastian Schlueck, b.schlueck@schlueckagent.com 
 
Greece: Read n’ Right Agency 
 Nike Davarinou, readrght@ath.forthnet.gr 
 
Hungary: Andrew Nurnberg Literary Agency Budapest 
 Susanna Vojacsek, rights@nurnberg.hu 
 
Indonesia, Malaysia: Maxima Creative Agency 
 Santo Manurung, santo.maxima@gmail.com 
 
Israel: The Deborah Harris Agency 
 Geula Guerts, geula@thedeborahharrisagency.com 
 
Italy: Berla & Griffini Rights Agency 
 Erica Berla, berla@bgagency.it 
 Alessandra Stucchi, stucci@bgagency.it 
 
Japan: The English Agency 
 Hamish Macaskill, hamish@eaj.co.jp 
 
Korea: Duran Kim Agency 
 Duran Kim, duran@durankim.com 
 
The Netherlands: Marianne Schönbach Literary Agency 
 Diana Gvozden, d.gvozden@schonbach.nl 
 
Poland, Czech Republic, Bulgaria, Serbia, Romania: Graal Literary Agency 
 Paulina Machnik, paulina.machnik@graal.com.pl 
 
Russia: Van Lear Agency 
 Elizabeth Van Lear, evl@vanlear.co.uk 
 
Spain, Brazil, Latin America, Portugal: The Foreign Office 
 Teresa Vilarrubla, teresa@theforeignoffice.net 
 Júlia Garrigó, julia@theforeignoffice.net 
 
Turkey: Kalem Agency 
 Adult: Nazlı Gürkaş, rights@kalemagency.com 
 Children’s: Nazlıcan Kabataş, rights4@kalemagency.com 
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