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SHERPA GIRL by Adam Popescu 

Debut novel set in the shadow of Mount Everest about a young Sherpa woman’s quest for self-

determination. 

When Nima’ father, a proud Sherpa guide, is injured in an avalanche that kills his young son, he 

becomes taciturn and abusive, losing himself in the bottle and forcing his wife and daughters to 

scrape out a meager existence as best they can. An arranged marriage with a handsome neighbor 

could be Nima’s way out, but after a fortuitous encounter with a sympathetic female nurse, she 

decides she wants a real escape—an education. On the eve of her wedding, she steals her father’s 

sturdy boots and flees down the mountain to Kathmandu. There she meets a British journalist 

looking for a guide to take her to Base Camp. Unfortunately, girls are considered bad luck on the 

mountain. So begins Nima’s transformation –she chops off her hair and tapes down her breasts to 

pass as a boy—and her incredible journey. 

Adam Popescu is a freelance journalist for The New York Times, the Washington Post, Bloomberg, 

Vanity Fair, and others.  

North America—Chris Heiser/Unnamed Press—delivery May 2018; publication TBD 

 
THE AUDITORS by Deb Olin Unferth 

Deb Olin Unferth’s  stories are so smart, fast, full of heart, and distinctive in 

voice―each an intense little thought -system going out earnestly in search of 

strange new truths. What an important and exciting talent.―George Saunders  

From the acclaimed author of Wait Till You See Me Dance, a novel about a young woman, reeling 

after the death of her mother, who gets involved in a scheme to free one million chickens from an 

industrial chicken farm. 

Deb Olin Unferth is a 2018 Guggenheim Fellow for Fiction. She is the author of the collection Wait 

Till You See Me Dance, the novel Vacation, and the memoir, Revolution: The Year I Fell in Love and 

Went to Join the War, which was a finalist for a 2012 National Book Critics Circle Award. She is an 

associate professor of creative writing at The University of Texas at Austin Michener Center. 

World English—Ethan Nosowsky/Graywolf—delivery September 2018; publication TBD 



Nonfiction 

 

AND THEN WE DANCED: A Voyage into the Groove by Henry Alford 

A combination of hilarious, self-deprecating narration and detailed reporting.—

Publishers Weekly (starred review)  

From acclaimed comic stylist and professional hobbyist Henry Alford comes a hilarious journey 

through the world of dance that will inform, entertain and yes, inspire you to move—no matter 

your age or ability. 

 

When Henry Alford wrote about his experience with a Zumba class for The New York Times, little 

did he realize that it was the start of something much bigger. Dance would grow and take on many 

roles for Henry: exercise, confidence builder, an excuse to travel, a source of ongoing wonder and—

when he dances with Alzheimer's patients—even a kind of community service. 

 

Tackling a wide range of forms (including ballet, hip-hop, jazz, ballroom, tap, contact improvisation, 

Zumba, swing), this grand tour takes us through the works and careers of luminaries ranging from 

Bob Fosse to George Balanchine, Twyla Tharp to Arthur Murray. Rich in insight and humor, Alford 

mines both personal experience and fascinating cultural history to offer a witty and ultimately 

moving portrait of how dance can express all things human. 

 

Henry Alford has written for The New Yorker, Vanity Fair, and The New York Times for two decades. 

His books include How to Live and Big Kiss, which won a Thurber Prize for American humor. 

 

World English—Karyn Marcus/Simon & Schuster—delivered; publishing June 12, 2018 

 
BOUNCE by Samantha Boardman, M.D. 

Most of us can cope with a major crisis with some combination of internal fortitude and outside 

support. We have capital-r Resilience, a word now so broadly applied as to be nearly meaningless. 

But what’s harder for most of us to deal with are the everyday challenges, like the competing 

demands of our families and bosses, conflicts with friends, and routine losses and disappointments. 

In this energizing, inspiring and practical book, Dr. Boardman shows us how to build and fortify our 

everyday resilience. Rather than a strict regimen, she offers a toolbox of fresh strategies that 

challenge our routine responses to stress, expand our emotional vocabulary, and lead to greater 

happiness and well-being. 

Samantha Boardman is a Clinical Instructor in Psychiatry and Assistant Attending Psychiatrist at 

Weill-Cornell Medical College. A graduate of Harvard and Cornell University Medical College, she 

has a master’s degree in Applied Positive Psychology from the University of Pennsylvania. She lives 

and works in New York City. 



North America—Rick Kot/Viking—Delivery June 2018; publication TBD 

Foreign rights—UK/Penguin Life 

 

STARS HIDE YOUR FIRES: Harper Lee and an Unfinished Story of Race, 
Religion and Murder in the Deep South by Casey Cep 

In January 2015, Casey Cep traveled to Harper Lee’s hometown of Monroeville, Alabama to cover 

the publication of Go Set a Watchman for The New Yorker. Many writers, scholars and fans had 

made that pilgrimage before, but Casey came back with a story that even she wasn't expecting: Lee 

had written another long-lost manuscript, this one a true-crime tale called “The Reverend,” but no 

one (so far) had discovered it.  

This lost book—and lost chapter of Lee’s writing life—involved a shocking case of serial murder in 

Alexander City, Alabama. The alleged murderer, a black preacher named Willie Maxwell, had killed 

five of his family members in five separate crimes over a period of seven years. Each time he went 

to trial he was successfully defended by a white lawyer named Tom Radney. In the end, Reverend 

Maxwell was gunned down in his own church. Ironically, his killer was successfully defended by the 

same Tom Radney. And Harper Lee was sitting in the court room taking notes all the while. 

Casey Cep will write her own version of these remarkable events, incorporating not just the 

murders and the trials, but also the story of Harper Lee herself, working furiously on a book that 

could have been her own In Cold Blood—but one she would ultimately abandon. 

Casey Cep has written for The New Republic, The New Yorker, and The Paris Review. She has an A.B. 

from Harvard College and an M.Phil. from Oxford, where she studied as a Rhodes Scholar.  

North America—Andrew Miller/Knopf—Delivery June 2018; publication TBD 

Foreign rights: UK/Heinemann, Holland/Atlas Contact, Germany/Ullstein, China/United Sky 

 
SMALL FRY by Lisa Brennan-Jobs 

As clear-eyed, amusing, honest, unsentimental and sad as any memoir I’ve read in 

years. No other book or film has captured Steve Jobs  as distinctly as this one has. 

—Phillip Lopate 

Born on a farm and named in a field by her parents―artist Chrisann Brennan and Steve Jobs―Lisa 

Brennan-Jobs’s childhood unfolded in a rapidly changing Silicon Valley. When she was young, Lisa’s 

father was a mythical figure who was rarely present in her life. As she grew older, her father took 

an interest in her, ushering her into a new world of mansions, vacations, and private schools. His 

attention was thrilling, but he could also be cold, critical and unpredictable. When her relationship 



with her mother grew strained in high school, Lisa decided to move in with her father, hoping he’d 

become the parent she’d always wanted him to be. 

 

Small Fry is Lisa Brennan-Jobs’s poignant story of a childhood spent between two imperfect but 

extraordinary homes. Scrappy, wise, and funny, young Lisa is an unforgettable guide through her 

parents’ fascinating and disparate worlds. Part portrait of a complex family, part love letter to 

California in the seventies and eighties, Small Fry is an enthralling book by an insightful new 

literary voice. 

 

Lisa Brennan-Jobs lives in Brooklyn and Small Fry is her first book. 

 

World English—Elisabeth Schmitz/Grove—delivered; publication September 4, 2018 

 

Foreign rights: Germany/Berlin, China/Beijing Xiron, Taiwan/CommonWealth, Russia/AST 

 

ATTENTION: Dispatches from a Land of Distraction by Joshua Cohen  

Cohen is an extraordinary prose stylist, surely one of the most prodigious at work 

in American fiction today.—James Wood , The New Yorker  

From the acclaimed author of Moving Kings and Book of Numbers, a wide-ranging, thought-

provoking, and rule-bending collection of essays examining the ways we can reclaim the power of 

attention in an age of constant distraction. 

 

Joshua Cohen's first collection of essays is a fully realized work created from a selection of 

previously published and new nonfiction--essays, memoir, criticism, letters, diaries--covering an 

extraordinary array of topics: politics, literature, art, music, travel, the media, and psychology, on 

subjects ranging from Donald Trump, Bernie Sanders, animals in literature, Gustav Mahler, Aretha 

Franklin, Edward Snowden, Gordon Lish, the closing of the Ringling Bros. circus, Google, Thomas 

Pynchon, and Azerbaijan. In thirty essays and forty short "interludes," Cohen directs his sharp gaze 

out upon the world, exhibiting his deep erudition and ability to draw connections between 

seemingly unlike things, showing us how to look at a world overflowing with information without 

becoming daunted. In each piece, Cohen projects a quality of thought that is uniquely his, and a 

voice as witty, powerful, funny, and distinct as any in American letters. 

Joshua Cohen was born in 1980 in Atlantic City. He has written novels (Moving Kings, Book of 

Numbers), short fiction (Four New Messages), and nonfiction for The New York Times, Harper’s 

Magazine, London Review of Books, The Forward, n+1, and others. In 2017 he was named one of 

Granta’s Best of Young American Novelists. He lives in New York City. 

North America—Sam Nicholson/Random House – August 14, 2018 

Foreign rights: UK/Fitzcarraldo 



CHILDREN UNDER FIRE: An American Epidemic by John Woodrow Cox 

A wrenching, intimate account of the devastating effects of gun violence on our nation’s children—

and a critical call for a new way forward. 

John Woodrow Cox has spent more than a year reporting on the impact of gun violence on children 

for The Washington Post  In this book, he will expand on the stories of two extraordinary children 

from the series—seven-year-old Ava, a survivor of a 2016 mass shooting at an elementary school in 

the largely white, rural community of Townville, South Carolina; and Tyshaun, an eight-year-old 

boy whose father was shot and killed outside of Tyshaun’s elementary school in a high-crime 

neighborhood in Southeast Washington, D.C.—both of whom have been traumatized, possibly 

irreparably, by exposure to gun violence.  

While much of the narrative will be rooted in Townville and in D.C., it will offer a broader look at 

gun control reform efforts and the management of trauma in the wake of other school shootings, 

from Columbine to, most recently, Marjory Stoneman Douglas. Throughout, John will weave in 

innovative research, practical, data-driven gun reform and preventative measures, and 

conversations with parents, educators, school psychologists, lawmakers at state and national levels, 

local law enforcement, mental health experts, social scientists, and more—a cross-section of very 

different communities that together help to illuminate one of our nation’s most complex, divisive, 

and urgent public health crises. 

John Woodrow Cox is an enterprise reporter at The Washington Post.  He is the 2018 winner of the 

Scripps Howard Award for Human Interest Storytelling and a finalist for the Livingston Award.  

North America—Denise Oswald/Ecco—delivery and publication TBD 

 
THE INNOCENT KID by Nicholas Dawidoff 

In the tradition of Alex Kotlowitz’s There Are No Children Here, a heart-wrenching true story of 

poverty, race and injustice in America. 

In 2005, in the Newhallville neighborhood of New Haven, CT, just a few streets away from Yale 

University, retiree Herbert Fields was shot at point blank range while sitting in his car. A sixteen-

year-old black boy named Bobby Johnson was arrested and coerced into a confession. He had no 

criminal record, nor any link to the crime. He spent 10 years in jail for a crime he didn’t commit. In 

2015, he was exonerated and released, but his real struggles—to make a new life without a college 

degree, a driver’s license, or a job—had only just begun.  

In the aftermath, Bobby takes baby steps toward building a new life: he reconnects with his family, 

begins dating an old friend, and passes his driving test. But he has little institutional support in 

facing the larger challenges, such as finding an employer who will overlook his record, or coping 

with his panic attacks and depression. By focusing on Bobby’s reentry into society after his 

exoneration, The Innocent Kid begs the question: what is Bobby’s hard-won freedom really worth in 



the face of institutional racism, societal indifference, and the lifelong effects of growing up in 

poverty? 

Nicky Dawidoff is the author of Collision Low Crossers and The Catcher was a Spy, which has been 

made into a movie. He was a PEN finalist for Collision Low Crossers and a Pulitzer finalist for another 

book, The Fly Swatter, about his emigrant Russian grandfather who fled both the Bolsheviks and the 

Nazis before becoming a noted economist at Harvard. 

 

THE BIG PICTURE: The Fight for the Future of Movies by Ben Fritz  

Fritz’s book is a fascinating behind-the-scenes glimpse at the forces that 

determine what gets played at the local cineplex.—Publishers Weekly  

In the past decade, Hollywood has endured a cataclysm on a par with the end of silent film and the 

demise of the studio system. Stars and directors have seen their power dwindle, while writers and 

producers lift their best techniques from TV, comic books, and the toy biz. Pixar and Marvel now 

wield vast influence, but so do IMAX, Amazon, Chinese censors, and even Lego. 

 

Wall Street Journal reporter Ben Fritz chronicles this dramatic shakeup with unmatched skill, 

bringing equal fluency to both the financial and entertainment aspects of Hollywood. He dives 

deeply into the fruits of the Sony hack to show how the previous model, long a creative and 

commercial success, lost its way. And he looks ahead through interviews with dozens of key players 

at Disney, Marvel, Pixar, Netflix, Amazon, and others to discover how they have reinvented the 

business. He shows us, for instance, how Marvel replaced stars with “universes,” and how Disney 

remade itself in Apple’s image and reaped enormous profits. 

 

Fritz argues that despite the destruction of the studios’ traditional playbook, these seismic shifts 

signal the dawn of a new heyday for film.The Big Picture shows the first glimmers of this new 

golden age through the eyes of the creative mavericks who are defining what our movies will look 

like in the new era. 

Ben Fritz is a senior film industry reporter at The Wall Street Journal. Previously he was a staff 

writer at The Los Angeles Times and Variety. He is co-author of the New York Times bestseller All the 

President's Spin. 

North America—Eamon Dolan/Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, March 6, 2018 

 

 

 

 



THE OMEGA PRINCIPLE: Seafood and the Quest for a Long Life and a 
Healthier Planet by Paul Greenberg 

The Omega Principle  should be read by anyone who cares about human health or 

the health of the planet, which is to say everyone.—Elizabeth Kolbert, author of 

The Sixth Extinction  

The third—and arguably most important—book in Paul Greenberg’s aquatic trilogy (Four Fish, 

American Catch) is ironically about the smallest fish in the sea—forage fish like menhaden, krill, and 

anchovies. These humble fish are a big deal because, though we don’t eat them (much), they contain 

something we humans can’t get enough of – omega-3s.  

With wit and boundless curiosity, Paul Greenberg probes the rich and surprising history of omega-

3s and travels the world–from Peru to Antarctica, from the Canary Islands to the Amalfi Coast–to 

reveal firsthand the practice and repercussions of our unbalanced way of eating.Paul Greenberg is 

the New York Times bestselling author of Four Fish and American Catch. A regular contributor to the 

Times and many other publications, Greenberg is the featured correspondent and co-writer of the 

2017 PBS Frontline documentary “The Fish On My Plate.” He’s the winner of a James Beard Award 

and a National Endowment for the Arts Literature Fellowship.  

North America—Emily Cunningham/Penguin Press—delivered; publication July 10, 2018 

Foreign publishers of Four Fish: UK/Penguin, Germany/Berlin, Korea/Sigongsa, Taiwan/Faces, 

Russia/Kariera, Spain/RBA, Italy/Slow Food Editore, Greece/Koan, Poland/Tomasz Madura, 

Japan/Chijin 

 

CHERNOBYL 86 by Adam Higginbotham 

It all began with a simple test. The operators working the night shift at the V.I. Lenin Nuclear Power 

Plant in Chernobyl would simulate the conditions of a power failure. The key question was whether 

the water turbines would continue spinning long enough to keep the uranium reactor cool, before 

the emergency generator kicked in. It would all be over in a few minutes. 

Twenty-four hours later, Reactor No. 4 was an angry volcano of molten uranium. A plume of 

radioactive smoke was billowing across Western Europe. Dan Rather was reporting mass casualties 

on the CBS Evening News. The Kremlin was shrugging its shoulders, denying that anything was 

amiss. That was all bad enough, but the real problems were just beginning. If the reactor got much 

hotter, the uranium would melt through the plant’s concrete foundation and hit the water table, 

causing a second explosion that could wipe out half of Europe.  

In Chernobyl 86, Adam Higginbotham tells the definitive story of the explosion that changed the 

world, drawing on original reporting, first-hand accounts, and thorough archival research. 



Adam Higginbotham is the author of A Thousand Pounds of Dynamite, named one of Amazon’s Best 

Books of 2014. The former US correspondent for The Sunday Telegraph Magazine and editor-in-

chief of The Face. he has written for GQ, Men’s Journal, The New Yorker, and Wired. He lives with his 

family in New York City. 

North America—Ben Loehnen/S&S—delivering June 2018; publication April 18, 2019 

Foreign rights: UK/Transworld, Germany/Fischer, France/Slatkine, Holland/Ambo Anthos, 

Denmark/Art People 

 

HOW TO HIDE AN EMPIRE: Geography and Power in the Greater United 
States by Daniel Immerwahr 

A central, enduring idea in American politics and culture is that we are anti-imperial. Going all the 

way back to Independence, the promise has been that we, as a country, would do things differently. 

Rather than being an empire of far-flung colonies, we, according to Thomas Jefferson, would be an 

“empire for liberty.”    

But is this really true?  For much of the twentieth century, the United States had quite a formidable 

collection of overseas territories. Whether or not we call this an “empire” is political semantics: the 

point is that these places did in fact play crucial and quite surprising roles at some key turning 

points in American history.   

In How to Hide an Empire, Immerwahr will tell the definitive story of the Greater United States: not 

just the mainland, Alaska and Hawaii, but also the colonies, occupation zones, and military bases. He 

is looking, literally and figuratively, to put these places back on the map—and to tell the story of 

why Americans, from Presidents to historians to everyday citizens, have never quite been able to 

see America as anything but the mainland.  

Daniel Immerwahr is a scholar of U.S. and global history, specializing in empire, development, and 

the history of ideas. He is an Assistant Professor at Northwestern University in Chicago. 

North America—Alex Star/ Farrar Straus & Giroux—delivered; publication February 2019 

Foreign rights: The Bodley Head/UK, Atlas Contact/Holland, Fischer/Germany, Geulhangari/Korea, 

Thinkingdom/China, Faces/Taiwan 

 

THE FALL OF WISCONSIN: The Conservative Conquest of a Progressive 
Bastion by Dan Kaufman 



Through the microcosm of one state Dan Kaufman does a masterful job explaining 

what’s happened to America, and why. It’s not a happy t ale, but it’s an important 

one.—Jane Mayer, author of  Dark Money  

A major work of journalism in the Trump era, Dan Kaufman’s political opus is an incisive, 

penetrating account of how deep-pocketed right-wing ideologues methodically and relentlessly 

remade Wisconsin – a former progressive and Democratic stronghold—into the poster child of the 

conservative movement. 

For more than a century, Wisconsin was known nationwide for its progressive ideas and 

government. It famously served as a “laboratory of democracy,” a cradle of the labor and 

environmental movements, and birthplace of the Wisconsin Idea, which championed expertise in 

the service of the common good. But following a Republican sweep of state government in 2010, 

Wisconsin’s political heritage was overturned, and in 2016, the state tipped the election for Trump. 

The Fall of Wisconsin reveals how the “divide-and-conquer” strategy of Governor Scott Walker and 

his allies pitted Wisconsin’s citizens against one another, allowing powerful corporations and 

wealthy donors to effectively take control of state government. He also chronicles the remarkable 

efforts of citizens who are fighting to reclaim Wisconsin’s progressive legacy: Chris Taylor, a 

Democratic assemblywoman exposing the national conservative infrastructure; Mike Wiggins, the 

head of a Chippewa tribe battling an out-of-state mining company; and Randy Bryce, the 

ironworker whose long-shot challenge to Speaker of the House Paul Ryan has galvanized national 

resistance to Trump.  

Dan Kaufman has written for The New York Times Magazine and The New Yorker. Originally from 

Wisconsin, he now lives in Brooklyn with his wife and son. 

North America—Matt Weiland/Norton—delivered; publishing July 10, 2018 

 

THE PRODIGAL PROPHET: Jonah and the Mystery of God’s Mercy by 
Timothy Keller 

Pastor and New York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller uncovers a moving and timely 

message of inclusion and tolerance in the Book of Jonah.  

Most people, even those who are nonreligious, are familiar with the book of Jonah: a rebellious 

prophet defies God and is swallowed by a whale. Less familiar to most people is the second half of 

this Biblical story–what happens after Jonah is released from the belly of the fish. Yet it is in this 

second half of the story that one of the most powerful and important lessons of the Bible is hidden. 

In a time of growing division, polarization, and violence, The Prodigal Prophet shows us God’s love 

for people of all races, nationalities, and faiths, and how Christians must be bridge-builders, 

peacemakers, and agents of reconciliation in the world today. 



North America—Brian Tart/Viking—delivery May 2018; publication October 2018 

Foreign rights: UK/Hodder, Korea/Duranno 

 

OLD MAN RIVER: An American Odyssey by Ben McGrath 

In the vein of modern classics like Joe Gould’s Secret and Stuart: A Life Backwards, Old Man River 

tells the story of an extraordinary man and a singular spirit. 

Dick Conant spent his adult years canoeing the rivers of the United States, living in tents, and 

following his appetites for food, drink, and the beauty of the wilderness. An unrivaled solo canoeist 

and gregarious raconteur, Conant acquired a mythic status among those who crossed his path. 

One of those was Ben McGrath, who gave Conant his phone number after an encounter on the 

Hudson River. When Conant’s canoe was found overturned in a creek in North Carolina, the cops 

called Ben. Determined to solve the mystery of Conant’s disappearance, McGrath spent months 

combing through his journals and notes and speaking with his vast network of friends and 

acquaintances. As he got to know Conant’s life, he discovered that beneath the genial surface was a 

multifaceted and deeply troubled individual: a man who was estranged from his family, plagued by 

paranoia, and unable to maintain connections or put down roots.  

Ben McGrath is a staff writer at The New Yorker. His pieces for the magazine have been collected in 

The Best American Sports Writing 2012, The Best American Science Writing 2008, and The Best of 

Technology Writing 2007, among other anthologies.  

North America—Andrew Miller/Knopf—status: delivering June 2018; publication TBD  

Foreign rights: UK/4th Estate 

 

CHINA’S GREAT WALL OF DEBT: Shadow Banks, Ghost Cities, Massive 
Loans, and the End of the Chinese Miracle by Dinny McMahon  

McMahon…wears his knowledge lightly, whether discussing ghost stori es or 

balance sheets….His analysis is informed but accessible, animated by anecdotes 

and characters, some colourful, some verging on tragic. —The Economist  

The world has long considered China an economic juggernaut whose growth is founded on 

manufacturing and exports. But the truth is more complicated. Since the global financial crisis, the 

country’s economy has ballooned in size, complexity and risk. China has accumulated so much debt 

so quickly that economists increasingly predict a new global recession.  

In this engaging and colorful account, McMahon shows how Chinese economic growth has been 

fueled by massive overdevelopment and staggering debt. He visits a factory housing the world’s 



largest—but largely idle—closed-die hydraulic press forge; walks past empty shop fronts in one of 

China’s “ghost cities”; and dines with a Chinese entrepreneur who’s chosen to build his business in 

South Carolina because necessities such as power are cheaper there than in China. Through stories 

of ordinary Chinese citizens, McMahon tries to make sense of the unique mechanics of the Chinese 

economy, one whose fortunes—for better or worse—will have far-reaching global consequences. 

A native Australian, Dinny McMahon spent a decade in China as a journalist covering the Chinese 

economy and financial system for the Wall Street Journal and for the Dow Jones Newswires. He is a 

former Fellow at the Woodrow Wilson Center and currently a Fellow at MacroPolo, an initiative of 

the Paulson Institute. 

North America—Rick Wolff/Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, March 13, 2018 

Foreign rights: UK/Little, Brown, Korea/Mizibooks, Japan/Soshisha, Taiwan/Domain 

 
POUNDING THE ROCK: A Bronx High School, Its Basketball Team, and 

Success Against All Odds by Marc Skelton 

Twelve years ago, Marc Skelton was appointed head coach of the boys’ basketball team at Fannie 

Lou Hamer Freedom High School, a small public school in the South Bronx, the poorest urban 

congressional district in the US. At the time, the Panthers were one of the worst teams in their 

league, having gone without a single win the previous season. Since then, the Panthers have made it 

to the city playoffs each season, and this year seized the New York State Federation Class B 

championship. Even more extraordinary, throughout Marc’s tenure as coach, his team has 

maintained a 100% high school graduation rate.  

Marc’s memoir, which chronicles the Panthers’ 2015-2016 season, is an intimate exploration of the 

hardships faced by his students and an inspirational story of how they persist and succeed despite 

the odds. 

In addition to coaching, Marc Skelton teaches social studies and Russian history at Fannie Lou. A 

Fulbright Scholar and former Peace Corps volunteer, he is a graduate of Northeastern University 

and holds master’s degrees from Teachers College, Columbia University; the Harriman Institute; 

and Columbia University’s Department of Political Science. 

North America—Gerry Howard/Doubleday—delivery June 2018; publication TBD 

Foreign rights: UK/Yellow Jersey Press 

 

TICKER: The Quest to Create an Artificial Heart by Mimi Swartz  



Part investigative journalism, part medical mystery, Ticker is a dazzling tale of modern innovation, 

recounting fifty years of false starts, abysmal failures and miraculous triumphs on the quest to 

create an artificial heart. 

Until post WWII, heart surgery did not exist. There was simply no way to stop a heart and cut into 

it—if you wanted to keep your patient alive, that is. Ticker tells the story of the pioneers who finally 

crossed that line, repairing and transplanting hearts with the help of the first heart-lung machines, 

and finally daring to replace them altogether: Texas “cowboy” surgeon Denton Cooley and his 

nemesis and archrival Michael DeBakey; South African Christian Barnaard, who changed the world 

overnight by performing the first heart transplant; Robert Jarvik, the playboy inventor whose 

artificial heart made patient Barney Clark a tragic symbol of medical hubris; Daniel Timms, the 

Brisbane biomedical engineer whose design of a pulseless, lightweight heart pointed a new way 

forward; and the real hero of this tale, O.H.“Bud” Frazier, the Shakespeare-quoting surgeon whose 

lab has been a constant source of inspiration and innovation. 

Mimi Swartz is a longtime executive editor at Texas Monthly and won a National Magazine Award in 

the public interest category in 1996. She has been a staff writer for The New Yorker and has written 

for The New York Times, Vanity Fair, and Esquire. She is the author, with Sherron Watkins, of Power 

Failure: The Inside Story of the Collapse of Enron. She lives in Houston with her husband and 

son.North America—Roger Scholl/Crown—delivered; publication August 7, 2018 

 

HOW WE EAT IS HOW WE LIVE: Cultivating Slow Food Values in a Fast 
Food World by Alice Waters 

When we eat fast food, not only do we malnourish ourselves; we also unwittingly ingest the values 

of the fast food culture: uniformity, cheapness, quantity, speed, availability. With fast food values 

inside us, we are easily misled, and we create lives that are out of balance, destructive, and the 

cause of many of the social and environmental problems we face today. 

Fortunately, there’s an antidote: slow food culture. And slow food culture has its own set values: 

tradition, collaboration, honesty, interconnectedness, diversity, fairness, community. When we eat 

in a slow-food way, we ingest these civilized, earthbound values. In turn, they inspire and guide us 

to create lives that are meaningful, naturally nurturing, enriching, joyful, humane and truly 

sustainable. 

Alice Waters is an award-winning American chef and food activist, founder of acclaimed California 

restaurant Chez Panisse, creator of The Edible Schoolyard Project, and author of Coming to My 

Senses (memoir), The Art of Simple Food, and many other cookbooks. 

North America—Ann Godoff/Penguin Press—delivery March 2019, publication Fall 2019 

Foreign publishers of Coming to My Senses: UK/Hardie Grant, Italy/Slow Food Editore 



Foreign publishers of The Art of Simple Food: UK/Michael Joseph, Brazil/Ediouro, Taiwan/Owl, 

Shogakukan/Japan, Corpus/Russia, Mozaik/Croatia, Korea/Basse, Italy/Guido Tommasi, 

China/Ginkgo Beijing Book Co, Germany/Prestel, France/Actes Sud, Holland/Nijgh & Van Ditmar 

 
UNTITLED MEMOIR by Lucinda Williams 

Lucinda Williams is one of our most beloved and respected American singer-songwriters, with 

roots in blues, folk, rock, and country music. Lucinda grew up in Arkansas and Louisiana in the 

1950s and 60s, and was singing and playing from a young age, though she didn’t get her first real 

break as a recording artist until the late 1980s, and she didn’t win her first Grammy award until 

another artist (Mary Chapin Carpenter) covered her song “Passionate Kisses” in 1994.  Her memoir 

will tell the story of a gifted, gutsy, and determined woman carving out a career in music on her 

own terms. She’ll explore her Deep South roots and her peripatetic childhood; the influence of her 

social activist preacher grandfather, her poet father, and her mentally ill mother; her love of Delta 

blues and jazz, Flannery O’Connor and Bob Dylan; and her struggles to stay true to her artistic 

vision as pressure increased to deliver commercial albums. 

North America—Gillian Blake/Holt—delivery September 2019; publication TBD 

Foreign rights: UK/S&S 

 

THE SOULS OF YELLOW FOLK by Wesley Yang 

The National Magazine Award–winning writer’s debut collection of incisive, stylish essays on race 
and gender. 

Inspired by W.E.B. DuBois’s The Souls of Black Folk, Wesley Yang’s debut collection marks a fresh 

contribution to the conversation about race in America today. Yang’s essays are an eclectic mix of 

reporting, sociology, and personal history, and The Souls of Yellow Folk collects thirteen of his best. 

These include his New York cover story “Paper Tigers,” on Asian values and the American Dream; 

his New York Times Magazine portrait of chef and author Eddie Huang; his n+1 dispatch “The Face 

of Seung- Hui Cho,” who was then the largest mass murderer in U.S. history; and his provocative 

essays on white supremacy.  

Wesley Yang has written for the New York Times, Harper’s, the Los Angeles Times, the Boston Globe, 

New York, the New Republic, Tablet, and n+1. His essays have been featured in The Best American 

Essays and The Best American Nonrequired Reading. He lives in New York. 

North America—Matt Weiland/WW Norton—delivered; publication October 9, 2018 

 



Fiction and Nonfiction for Teens and Up 

 
EMERGENCY CONTACT by Mary H.K. Choi  

Choi sensitively shows the evolution of two lonely, complicated people who slowly 

emerge from their shells to risk an intimate relationship. Her sharp wit and 

skillful character development...ensure that readers will feel that they know 

Penny and Sam inside and out before the gratifying conclusion. —Publishers 

Weekly (starred review) 

From debut author Mary H.K. Choi comes a compulsively readable novel that shows young love in 

all its awkward glory. 

 

For Penny Lee high school was a total nonevent. Her friends were okay, her grades were fine, and 

while she somehow managed to land a boyfriend, he doesn’t actually know anything about her. 

When Penny heads to college in Austin, Texas, to learn how to become a writer, it’s seventy-nine 

miles and a zillion light years away from everything she can’t wait to leave behind. 

Sam’s stuck. Literally, figuratively, emotionally, financially. He works at a café and sleeps there too, 

on a mattress on the floor of an empty storage room upstairs. He knows that this is the god-awful 

chapter of his life that will serve as inspiration for when he’s a famous movie director, but right this 

second the seventeen bucks in his checking account and his dying laptop are really testing him.  

 

When Sam and Penny cross paths it’s less meet-cute and more a collision of unbearable 

awkwardness. Still, they swap numbers and stay in touch via text, sharing their deepest anxieties 

and secret dreams without the humiliating weirdness of having to see each other.  

Mary H.K. Choi is a writer for The New York Times, GQ, Wired, and The Atlantic. She has written 

comics for Marvel and DC, as well as a collection of essays called Oh, Never Mind. She is the host of 

Hey, Cool Job!, a podcast about jobs, and is a culture correspondent for VICE News Tonight on HBO. 

Mary grew up in Hong Kong and Texas and now lives in New York.  

North America— Zareen Jaffery/Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, March 27, 2018 

Foreign rights: France/Gallimard Jeunesse, Spain/Urano, Poland/Zysk I Ska, Russia/AST, Czech 

Republic/Albatros 

 

 

 



SYMPHONY FOR THE CITY OF THE DEAD: Dmitri Shostakovich and the 
Siege of Leningrad by M.T. Anderson 

This ambitious and gripping work is narrative nonfiction at its best. —School 

Library Journal (starred review) 

In September 1941, Adolf Hitler’s Wehrmacht surrounded Leningrad in what was to become one of 

the longest and most destructive sieges in Western history—almost three years of bombardment 

and starvation that culminated in the harsh winter of 1943–1944. Trapped between the Nazi 

invading force and the Soviet government itself was composer Dmitri Shostakovich, who would 

write a symphony that roused, rallied, eulogized, and commemorated his fellow citizens. 

This is the true story of a city under siege: the triumph of bravery and defiance in the face of 

terrifying odds. It is also a look at the power—and layered meaning—of music in beleaguered lives. 

M. T. Anderson is the author of The Game of Sunken Places, Burger Wuss, Thirsty, and Feed, which 

was a finalist for the National Book Award, a Boston Globe-Horn Book Honor Book and the winner 

of the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for Young Adult Fiction. He is co-author of the forthcoming  The 

Assassination of Brangwain Spurge, a collaboration with illustrator Eugene Yelchin. He lives in 

Boston, Massachusetts. 

North America—Candlewick, September 2015 

Foreign rights: Korea/Dolbegae 


