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NEW FICTION             

 
Alger, Cristina       July 2019 
GIRLS LIKE US: A Novel      Thriller 
 
“Cristina Alger, who is known for creating pulse-pounding plots and gutsy female protagonists, 
has done it again. Gritty, twisty, and unputdownable, Girls Like Us is sure to be the thriller to 
read this season.” –Greer Hendricks and Sarah Pekkanen, authors of The Wife Between Us and 
An Anonymous Girl 
 
Worlds collide when an FBI agent investigates a string of grisly murders on Long Island that 

raises the impossible question: What happens when the primary suspect is your father? Agent Nell Flynn hasn’t 
been home in twelve years. Nell and her father, homicide detective Martin Flynn, have never had much of a 
relationship. And Suffolk County will always be awash in memories of her mother, Marisol, who was brutally 
murdered when Nell was just seven. When Martin Flynn dies in a motorcycle accident, Nell returns to the house 
she grew up in so she can spread her father’s ashes and close his estate. At the behest of her father’s partner, 
detective Lee Davis, Nell becomes involved in an investigation into the murders of two young Hispanic women in 
Suffolk County. The further Nell digs, the more likely it seems to her that her father should be the prime suspect—
and that his friends on the police force are covering his tracks. Plagued by doubts about her mother’s murder—and 
her own role in exonerating her father in that case—Nell can’t help but ask questions about who killed Ria 
Sandoval and Ariana Marques and why. But she may not like the answers she finds—not just about those she 
loves, but about herself. Cristina Alger is the bestselling author of The Banker’s Wife and The Darlings. 
 
Translation: Putnam (editor Sally Kim) 
Agent: ICM 
UK: Mulholland/Hodder; Chinese (cc): Spring; Dutch: Nieuw Amsterdam 
 

 
Archer, Sarah       July 2019 
THE PLUS ONE: A Novel      Romantic Comedy 
 
“The Plus One is bursting with heart and soul. It engineers thought-provoking questions about 
what love and humanity really look like. Archer is totally captivating.” –Hannah Orenstein, 
author of Playing with Matches 
 
Debut novel! Meet Kelly. Twenty-nine, valedictorian, and a brilliant robotics engineer to boot. 
While her professional life is on the rise, her personal life is struggling to get off the ground. 

With her sister’s wedding looming and her attempts to find a date becoming increasingly cringe-worthy, Kelly does 
the only logical thing: she builds her own boyfriend, if only to get her mom off her back about being perpetually 
single. Kelly planned to pass off her robotic masterpiece, Ethan, as her other half just until the wedding. But she 
can’t resist keeping him around even after the “I do’s.” Ethan is just too perfect—gorgeous, attentive, smart, all 
topped off by a mechanical heart endlessly devoted to her. When Kelly is with him, she becomes a more confident, 
spontaneous version of herself. Plus, for the first time, her mother is actually proud of her. But as the struggle to 
keep Ethan’s true identity a secret threatens to detonate the career Kelly has worked so hard for, she knows she 
has to kiss her toy boy goodbye. There’s just one problem: she’s falling for him. This is Sarah Archer’s first novel.  
 
Translation: Putnam (editor Tara Singh Carlson) 
Agent: Curtis Brown 
UK: HarperFiction; German: Heyne; Japanese: Shogakukan 
 
 
  

https://www.cristinaalger.com/
https://twitter.com/SarahArcherM
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Barry, Max         Spring 2020 
PROVIDENCE: A Novel        Science Fiction 
 
“Best thing I’ve read in a long time… a masterpiece.” –Hugh Howey, bestselling author of Wool, on Lexicon 
 
Gilly, Talia, Anders, and Jackson are astronauts captaining a new and ostensibly indestructible ship in humanity’s 
war against an alien race. Confined to the ship for years, each of them holding their own secrets, they are about to 
learn there are threats beyond the reach of human ingenuity—and that the true nature of reality might be the 
universe’s greatest mystery. In this near future, our world is at war with another, and humanity is haunted by its 
one catastrophic loss—a nightmarish engagement that left a handful of survivors drifting home through space, 
wracked with PTSD. Public support for the war plummeted, and the military-industrial complex set its sights on a 
new goal: zero-casualty warfare, made possible by gleaming new ships called Providences, powered by AI. But 
when the latest-launched Providence suffers a surprising attack and contact with home is severed, Gilly, Talia, 
Anders, and Jackson must confront the truth of the war they’re fighting, the ship that brought them there, and the 
cosmos beyond. Max Barry is the bestselling author of Jennifer Government, Lexicon, and others. 
 
Translation: Putnam (editor Mark Tavani) 
Agent: Janklow & Nesbit 
UK: Hodder & Stoughton 
 
 

Bell, David       July 2019 
LAYOVER: A Novel      Thriller 
 
“A terrifically tense thriller with a femme fatale who will keep you guessing until the very end. 
The perfect airplane read!” –Riley Sager, bestselling author of The Last Time I Lied 
 
Joshua Fields takes the same flights every week for work. But during yet another layover, he 
meets Morgan, a beautiful stranger with whom he feels an immediate connection. When it’s 
time for their flights, Morgan leaves with a kiss and laments that she’ll never see him again. 

Joshua makes the impulsive decision to follow her, and then he’s surprised to discover that she has been reported 
missing. On the plane, Morgan is a completely different person, their connection seemingly gone. Once they’re 
back on the ground, she slips away. Joshua makes a second impulsive decision and sets out to find her himself. But 
with every mystery solved, another rears its head, and Joshua’s worst enemy may be his own assumptions about 
those around him. David Bell is the author of Somebody’s Daughter and others. 
 
UK, Translation: Berkley (editor Danielle Perez) 
Agent: Massie & McQuilkin 
 
 
  

https://maxbarry.com/
https://davidbellnovels.com/
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Blackwell, Juliet         Jan. 2020 
THE VINEYARDS OF CHAMPAGNE: A Novel      Reading Group 
 
“Bestselling author Blackwell brings us another captivating tale from the City of Light.” –Booklist 
 
Deep within the labyrinth of caves that lie below the lush, rolling vineyards of the Champagne region, an 
underground city of women and children hums with life. Forced to take shelter from the unrelenting onslaught of 
German shellfire above, the bravest among them venture out to pluck sweet grapes for the harvest. But wine is 
not the only treasure they preserve in the cool, dark cellars, for the women have a secret and it rests undisturbed, 
waiting to be discovered. Until, that is, the present day, when Ava, an American wine importer, travels to France 
on assignment, never guessing that by retracing the passages of limestone tunnel, she would unravel a mystery 
guarded for decades. Juliet Blackwell is the bestselling author of The Lost Carousel of Provence, Letters from 
Paris, and The Paris Key. 
 
UK, Translation: Berkley (editor Kerry Donovan) 
Agent: Dystel, Goderich & Bourret 
German: Penguin Verlag 
 
 

Christopher, Andie J.      Nov. 2019 
NOT THE GIRL YOU MARRY: A Novel    Romantic Comedy 
 
Jack Nolan is a gentleman, a journalist, and unlucky in love. His viral success has pigeonholed 
him as the how-to guy for a buzzy, internet media company. Fed up with his fluffy articles and 
the app-based dating scene as well, he strikes a deal with his boss to write a final piece: How to 
Lose a Girl. It’s easier said than done when the girl he meets is Hannah Mayfield, and he’s not 
sure he wants her to dump him. Hannah is a successful event planner focused on climbing the 
career ladder. Her firm is one of the most prestigious in the city, and she’s determined to 

secure her next promotion. She needs to show her boss that she has range, including planning dreaded, romantic 
weddings. Enter Jack. He’s the perfect man to date to prove to her boss that she’s not scared of feelings. Before 
Jack and Hannah know it, their fake relationship starts to feel all too real—and neither of them can stand to lose 
each other. Andie J. Christopher is the bestselling author of the One Night in South Beach series and others. 
 
UK, Translation: Berkley Jove (editor Kristine Swartz) 
Agent: Handspun Literary 
 
 
Dell’Antonia, K.J.         Summer 2020 
THE CHICKEN SISTERS: A Novel       Reading Group 
 
Debut Novel! In tiny Merinac, Kansas, a feud has been raging for seven generations between the Moores, owners 
of Chicken Mayme’s, and the Pogociellos, owners of Chicken Frannie’s. Amanda Moore grew up working the 
counter at Mayme’s before marrying Frank Pogociello forced a change in her allegiance; even if she wanted to 
keep a foot in both camps, family tradition dictates that no Pogociello can cross the threshold of Mayme’s. 
Amanda is stuck right in the middle, and so desperate to shake things up that she’s willing to invite just about any 
fox into the henhouse. But when she sends out an SOS to Food Wars, the sizzling hot reality show that promises 
$100,000 to the winner of one of their famous Restaurant Wars, she takes both families out of the frying pan and 
directly into the fryer, as she and her sister Mae compete. That’s great for ratings, but both sisters’ desire to win 
and keen sense of family competition escalates the rivalry to incendiary levels, and ultimately, forces out family 
secrets that will change their lives in ways they could never have anticipated. K.J. Dell’Antonia is a contributor to 
the New York Times and the author of the nonfiction book How to Be a Happier Parent. 
 
UK, Translation: Putnam (editor Margo Lipschultz) 
Agent: DeFiore & Co. 

http://julietblackwell.net/
https://www.andiejchristopher.com/
https://kjdellantonia.com/
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DeLuca, Jen       Sept. 2019 
WELL MET: A Novel      Romantic Comedy 
 
“I dare you not to want to travel to your nearest Renaissance Faire after reading the sweet, 
sexy, and smart Well Met… the kind of book that you want to live inside. Jen DeLuca is poised 
to become one of the freshest voices writing contemporary romance today.” –Kate Clayborn 
 
Debut novel! Emily knew there would be strings attached when she relocated to the small 
town of Willow Creek to help her sister recover from an accident, but who could anticipate 

getting roped into volunteering for the local Renaissance Faire alongside her teenaged niece? Or that the irritating 
and inscrutable teacher in charge of the volunteers would be so annoying that she finds it impossible to stop 
thinking about him? The faire is Simon’s family legacy, and from the start he makes clear he doesn’t have time for 
Emily’s lighthearted approach to life, her oddball Shakespeare conspiracy theories, or her endless suggestions for 
new acts to shake things up. Yet on the faire grounds he becomes a different person, flirting freely with Emily 
when she’s in her revealing wench’s costume. But is this attraction real, or just part of the characters they’re 
portraying? This summer was only ever supposed to be a pit stop on the way to somewhere else for Emily, but 
soon she can’t seem to shake the fantasy of establishing something more with Simon. This is Jen DeLuca’s first 
novel, inspired by her time volunteering as a pub wench with her local Renaissance Faire. 
 
UK, Translation: Berkley Jove (editor Kerry Donovan) 
Agent: Root Literary 
 
 
Farmer, Jordan         Spring 2020 
THE POISON FLOOD: A Novel       Thriller 
 
“A feat of sustained tension and deep humanity. With trenchant insight into the way young men are primed to 
make disastrous choices, Farmer’s moving debut gripped me from the first page and did not let go or disappoint. 
Get acquainted with Farmer’s work now—you’re going to be hearing about him for a long time.” –Smith 
Henderson, author of Fourth of July Creek, on The Pallbearer 
 
Set in the rural West Virginia of J.D. Vance, The Poison Flood follows Hollis Bragg, a disfigured musician who earns 
his living ghostwriting songs for a popular band that left the poverty and corruption of Appalachia and never 
looked back. After a run-in with the son of a local chemical company magnate, fate sets in motion a series of 
calamities—including a home invasion gone wrong and a toxic spill from the local chemical plant—that threaten 
not only Hollis’ anonymity, but the lives of everyone in his small town. This gritty, captivating novel is perfect for 
the readers of David Joy, Ron Rash, and Brian Panowich. Jordan Farmer is the author of The Pallbearer. 
 
UK, Translation: Putnam (editor Sara Minnich) 
Agent: Curtis Brown 
 
 
  

https://www.jendeluca.com/
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Fields, Jennie         Fall 2020 
ATOMIC LOVE: A Novel        Reading Group 
 
“Atomic Love is a novel of science, love, espionage, beautiful writing, and a heroine who carves a strong path in the 
world of men. As far as I’m concerned there is nothing left to want.” –Ann Patchett, New York Times-bestselling 
author of Bel Canto and Commonwealth 
 
Chicago,1950. Rosalind Porter has always defied expectations—in her work as a physicist on the Manhattan 
Project to design the atomic bomb, and in her passionate love affair with coworker Thomas Wheeler. Five years 
after the end of both, her guilt over the results of her work and her heartbreak over Wheeler are intertwined. She 
has almost succeeded in resigning herself to a more conventional life. Then Wheeler gets back in touch—and so 
does the FBI. Agent Charlie Szydlo wants Roz to spy on Wheeler, whom the FBI suspects of selling nuclear secrets 
to Russia. Despite her better instincts, Roz still loves Wheeler and is not sure she can trust Charlie. And Charlie, 
whose time as a prisoner of war in a Japanese camp haunts him, is not sure he can trust himself, especially around 
Roz. His interest in her has become more than professional. As it turns out, he’s not the only spy interested in Roz, 
but the Russians definitely don’t have her best interests in mind. Jennie Fields is the author of The Age of Desire 
and others. 
 
UK, Translation: Putnam (editor Tara Singh Carlson) 
Agent: Einstein Literary Management 
 

 
Gragg, Walt       Nov. 2019 
THE CHOSEN ONE: A Novel     Military Thriller 
 
“[An] impeccably researched, riveting first novel... This is must reading for any military action 
fan. Nearly every page reeks of the smoke of battle and the stench of death.” –Publishers 
Weekly (starred review), on The Red Line 
 
Two months ago, a new leader arose in the Islamic world: the Mahdi, or the Chosen One. He 
has rallied fundamentalist forces across the Middle East who have driven deep into Saudi 

Arabia and Egypt. Standing against them is an allied force made up primarily of the American military. It’s a 
desperate fight. From armored battles in the desert to American carriers dodging waves of cruise missiles, the 
Mahdi proves to have many tricks up his sleeve. Marine Lieutenant Sam Erickson is in the thick of the fighting. He 
and his company have fought their way from a landing on the Mediterranean shore to the outskirts of Cairo. Now 
he finds himself at a critical juncture, but can he make the sacrifices necessary for the greater good? Walt Gragg is 
the author of The Red Line. 
 
UK, Translation: Berkley (editor Tom Colgan) 
Agent: Liza Royce Agency 
 
 
  

http://www.jenniefields.com/
http://waltgragg.com/
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Hall, Alexis       June 2019 
THE AFFAIR OF THE MYSTERIOUS LETTER: A Novel   Fantasy 
 
“Simply the best writer I’ve come across in years.” –bestselling author Laura Kinsale 
 
Upon returning to the city of Khelathra-Ven after five years fighting a war in another universe, 
Captain John Wyndham finds himself looking for somewhere to live, and expediency forces him 
to take lodgings at 137b Martyrs Walk. His new housemate is Miss Shaharazad Haas, a 
consulting sorceress of mercurial temperament and dark reputation. When Miss Haas is 

enlisted to solve a case of blackmail against one of her former lovers, Miss Eirene Viola, Captain Wyndham finds 
himself drawn into a mystery that leads him from the salons of the literary set to the drowned back-alleys of Ven, 
and even to a prison cell in lost Carcosa. Along the way he is beset by criminals, menaced by pirates, molested by 
vampires, almost devoured by mad gods, and called upon to punch a shark. But the further the companions go in 
pursuit of the elusive blackmailer, the more impossible the case appears. Then again, in Khelathra-Ven reality is 
flexible, and the impossible is Miss Haas’ stock-in-trade. Alexis Hall is the acclaimed author of several romance and 
fantasy novels. 
 
UK, Translation: Berkley Ace (editor Rebecca Brewer) 
Agent: Handspun Literary 
 
 
Harrison, Rachel         Spring 2020 
THE RETURN: A Novel        Reading Group/Thriller 
 
Debut novel! Julie is missing, probably dead. That’s what everyone thinks—everyone except her friend 
Elise. Elise feels in her bones that Julie is still out there, even if their other two close friends from college, 
Molly and Mae, think she’s crazy. But Elise isn’t crazy; she’s right. When Julie reappears after two years 
with no memory of where she’s been, the foursome decides to reunite at the Red Honey Inn. The hotel 
offers a charming backdrop for their reunion, but the joy of Julie’s return quickly dims. There are the 
obvious changes, from her gaunt frame, to her chipped and rotting teeth, to her appetite for meat after a 
lifelong aversion—but it’s more than that. When bad weather traps them inside, the dynamic among the 
friends becomes laced with anxiety. Everything in the hotel takes on a menacing quality: the scratching 
within the walls, the slither of shadows cast by nothing. When it becomes impossible to deny that the 
Julie who vanished two years ago is not the same Julie who returned, Elise will have to decide if she wants 
to save their friendship or save herself. The Return employs spine-tingling horror to create a resonant 
depiction of women’s friendships and the often sublimated anxieties that can fester as those relationships 
grow and change over time. This is Rachel Harrison’s first novel. 
 
Translation: Berkley (editor Jessica Wade) 
Agent: Friedrich Agency 
UK: Hodder & Stoughton 
 
 
  

http://www.quicunquevult.com/
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Hogle, Sarah         Spring 2020 
YOU DESERVE EACH OTHER: A Novel      Romantic Comedy 
 
Debut novel! Naomi Westfield has an Instagram-perfect life. She works at the charmingly dilapidated Junk Yard, a 
mom-and-pop haven for eclectic finds, and has transformed herself into the perfect future Mrs. Rose for her loving 
fiancé, Nicholas, who holds doors open for her and remembers her restaurant orders. They’re preparing for their 
lavish wedding that’s three months away—and are miserably and utterly sick of each other. Tired of contorting 
herself to fit the ridiculous standards demanded by Nicholas’ ridiculous family, Naomi wants out. But there’s a 
catch: Whoever leaves first will have to foot the enormous bill for the wedding. When she finds out that Nicholas, 
too, has been feigning contentment, the two go head-to-head in a battle of wills to see who can annoy the other 
into surrendering through pranks, sabotage, and all-out emotional warfare. Now that they have nothing to lose, 
they’re finally being themselves. They’re having so much fun getting on each other’s nerves that it starts to feel 
like something else entirely. As Naomi discovers hidden feelings for Nicholas buried under three years of 
simmering resentment, she wonders if he feels the same way. Suddenly, the countdown to the wedding feels more 
like a race to mutual destruction—and Naomi doesn’t want to be left alone at the finish line. This is Sarah Hogle’s 
first novel. 
 
UK, Translation: Putnam (editor Margo Lipschultz) 
Agent: Chalberg & Sussman 
 
 

Kate, Lauren       June 2019 
THE ORPHAN’S SONG: A Novel     Reading Group 
 
“Lauren Kate mesmerizes in a tale that brilliantly recreates 1700s Venice—a city of high-stakes 
intrigue and earthly delights—where a pair of abandoned children find solace in music and 
each other. I was swept along as their lives formed a tangled knot of betrayal and love, lies and 
redemption. Marvelous.” –Fiona Davis, bestselling author of The Masterpiece 
 
Debut novel! This is a story of music and mystery, of love and betrayal, of families broken and 

remade. Venice, 1736. When fate brings Violetta and Mino together on the roof of the Hospital of the Incurables, 
they form a connection that will change their lives forever. Both are orphans at the Incurables, dreaming of 
escape. But when the resident maestro notices Violetta’s voice, she is selected for the Incurables’ world-famous 
coro and must sign an oath never to sing beyond its church doors. After a declaration of love ends in heartbreak, 
Mino flees the Incurables in search of his family. Without him, the walls close in on Violetta and she begins a 
dangerous and secret nightlife, hoping her voice can secure her freedom. But neither finds what they are looking 
for, until a haunting memory Violetta has suppressed since childhood leads them to a shocking confrontation. 
Lauren Kate is the #1 New York Times and internationally bestselling author of nine novels for young adults, 
including Fallen, which was made into a major motion picture by Sony. Her books have been translated into more 
than thirty languages and have sold more than ten million copies worldwide. 
 
UK, Translation: Putnam (editor Tara Singh Carlson) 
Agent: Andrea Brown Literary Agency 
Italian: Rizzoli; Portuguese (B): Record 
 
 

https://twitter.com/witchofthewords
http://laurenkatebooks.net/
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Lim, Roselle       June 2019 
NATALIE TAN’S BOOK OF LUCK AND FORTUNE: A Novel  Reading Group 
 
“Vivid and lyrical with a touch of magic. Natalie Tan’s Book of Luck and Fortune explores 
culture, community, and the complex love between mothers and daughters, leaving your heart 
full… and your belly hungry. I absolutely loved it.” –Helen Hoang, author of The Kiss Quotient  
 
Debut novel! At the news of her mother’s death, Natalie Tan returns home after seven lonely 
years traveling the world. The two women had not spoken since Natalie left home in anger 

when her mother refused to support her career as a chef. A devastated Natalie is shocked to see the decline of her 
former vibrant neighborhood in San Francisco’s Chinatown. She’s even more surprised to find she has inherited her 
grandmother’s restaurant. There’s a catch, however: She must cook three magical recipes to help her struggling 
neighbors before she’ll be able to make the restaurant a success. Unfortunately, Natalie has no desire to help them 
try to turn things around—she resents the local shopkeepers for leaving her alone to take care of her agoraphobic 
mother for so many years. But with the help of a surprising new friend and a geeky and adorable new love interest, 
Natalie starts to realize that maybe her neighbors were there for her all along. This is Roselle Lim’s first novel. 
 
Translation: Berkley (editor Cindy Hwang) 
Agent controls UK rights: Bent Agency 
 
 

Marais, Bianca       July 2019 
IF YOU WANT TO MAKE GOD LAUGH: A Novel   Reading Group 
 
“A moving portrait of the choices women can make—and the ones we can’t. Beautifully crafted 
and powerfully drawn, this book had me in tears.” –Jill Santopolo, bestselling author of The 
Light We Lost 
 
On the outskirts of Johannesburg, 17-year-old Zodwa Bambisa lives in poverty in a squatter 
camp, under the threat of a civil war and a growing AIDS epidemic. Eight months pregnant with 

a child she does not want, Zodwa carefully guards secrets that could get her killed if discovered. Meanwhile, at a 
rural farm outside the city, estranged sisters Ruth and Delilah each face a personal crisis that sends them back to 
their childhood home to lick their wounds. They live together in an uneasy peace until the day that they find a 
newborn baby on their doorstep. Abandoned with only a blanket wrapped around him, the child will change 
everything for the sisters, upending what they believed about race, motherhood, and the power of the past. As the 
mystery surrounding the infant’s discovery grows, Zodwa, Ruth, and Delilah become inextricably linked. What 
follows is a mesmerizing look at family, identity, and the lengths to which the human heart will go to protect itself 
and the ones it loves. Bianca Marais is the author of Hum If You Don’t Know the Words. 
 
UK, Translation: Putnam (editor Danielle Dieterich) 
Agent: Rights Factory 
German: Wunderraum 
 
 
  

http://www.rosellelim.com/
http://www.biancamarais.com/
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Neuberger, Emily         Spring 2020 
A TENDER THING: A Novel       Reading Group 
 
“Emily Neuberger’s A Tender Thing effortlessly weaves together many ambitious ideas—feminism, race, and 
sexuality, to name a few—like the best of our great musicals. The result is an engrossing read that stays with you 
long after the final act.” –Garrard Conley, author of Boy Erased 
 
Debut novel! As a young woman in rural Wisconsin in the 1950s, Eleanor became enraptured with musical theater. 
At 21, she “borrows” money from her parents and runs off to New York, where she’s cast as the lead in a new 
work, A Tender Thing, a highly controversial love story between a white woman and black man, with the first fully 
integrated cast on Broadway. It’s a dream come true initially, but Eleanor’s happiness is quickly mitigated by the 
demands of the role. As rehearsals grow more intense and she becomes closer to her co-star Charles, she struggles 
to reach beyond her limited experience, onstage and off. As an outpouring of protest against the show whips into a 
fury, with Eleanor and Charles at the center of the chaos, Eleanor begins to question everything—the director’s 
true motives and what the show is really about, her own naive beliefs about the world, and the riskiness of the 
whole undertaking. As the show hurtles toward its opening night, Eleanor must face the world for what it is, and in 
doing so, face her true desires. Emily Neuberger is an MFA candidate at Brooklyn College’s fiction program. She 
currently works as an editorial assistant at Viking Books. She has a music degree from NYU, where she studied 
musical theater and writing, after performing for fifteen years. 
 
UK, Translation: Putnam (editor Gaby Mongelli) 
Agent: Fletcher & Company 
 
 

Powers, Zach       Aug. 2018 
FIRST COSMIC VELOCITY: A Novel    Reading Group 
 
“I ate this right up.  Boldly imagined and deeply human, Zach Powers’ re-creation of the 
Russian space program is a story that will entertain you, and then haunt you.” –Michael Poore, 
author of Reincarnation Blues 
 
Debut novel! In the USSR in 1964, an amazing fraud has been perpetrated under the nose of 
the world, the Soviets, and Premier Khrushchev himself. The Russian space program is a sham… 

or, at least, half a sham. For while the program has successfully launched five capsules into space, the Chief 
Designer and his team have never successfully brought one back to earth. The cosmonauts who experienced the 
marvels of space are all gone. The men and women who have traveled the world on press tour, smiling and 
waving, expounding on the glories of the Soviet Union, the triumphs it has achieved and those yet to come, are 
their other halves. Their twins. A tale combining history and fiction, the real and the mystical, First Cosmic Velocity 
is the story of Leonid, the last of the twins. Taken in 1950 from a life of poverty in Ukraine to the training grounds 
in Russia, the Leonid twins were given one name and one identity, but divergent fates. Now one Leonid has 
launched, and the other is sent on the victory lap under the watchful eye of Ignatius, the Soviet government agent 
who knows too much but gives away little. And while Leonid battles his increasing regrets and doubts about their 
project, the Chief Designer must scramble to perfect a working spacecraft, especially when Khrushchev nominates 
his own dog for the next mission. Zach Powers is the author of the short story collection Gravity Changes. 
 
UK, Translation: Putnam (editor Sara Minnich) 
Agent: Annie Bomke Literary Agency 
 
 
  

http://zachpowers.com/
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Sullivan, Laura L.      July 2019 
MILADY: A Novel      Reading Group 
 
“A devious, delectable historical spy confection in which an icing of lavish court intrigue slyly 
masks heady doses of ripe feminism and lethal social commentary. Milady snared me in its web 
from the first pages and I’ll be first in line for the film premiere.” –Lyndsay Faye, Edgar-
nominated author of Jane Steele and The Paragon Hotel 
 
Debut novel! She was the greatest nemesis of d’Artagnan and the Three Musketeers—but 

Milady de Winter was more than just a villain in their swashbuckling adventures. She’s gone by many names: 
villainess, seductress, a secondary player in The Three Musketeers story. But we all know history was written by 
men, and they so often get things wrong. So before you cast judgment, let her tell you how a girl from the 
countryside became the most feared woman in all of Europe. A target for antipathy, a name whispered in alarm or 
loathing. She doesn’t need you to like her, she just needs to be free. It’s time she told her own story. Laura L. 
Sullivan is the author of five books for middle grade and young adult audiences. This is her adult debut. 
 
UK, Translation: Berkley (editor Amanda Bergeron) 
Agent: Massie & McQuilkin 
 
 

Winfrey, Kerry       June 2019 
WAITING FOR TOM HANKS: A Novel    Romantic Comedy 
 
Debut novel! Can a rom-com obsessed romantic finally experience the meet-cute she always 
dreamed of, or will reality never compare to fiction? Annie is 27, single, and obsessed with 
romantic comedies. Her dating life is limited by the expectations she’s formed from these 
movies. She is not as open to new experiences as she might be, because she’s waiting for her 
Tom Hanks—i.e., a guy she’ll find in the perfect meet-cute, romantic comedy way. When Annie 
does finally meet her perfect match, it’s not quite in the way she expected, and she’s forced to 

reckon with the walls she’s built around herself over the years. Kerry Winfrey is the author of two young adult 
novels. This is her adult debut. 
 
UK, Translation: Berkley (editor Cindy Hwang) 
Agent: Inkwell Management 
Czech: Euromedia 
 
 
Youmans, Asha P., and Eva Allison Frank      Spring 2020 
TINY IMPERFECTIONS: A Novel       Reading Group 
 
Debut novel! Josie Bordelon’s modeling career as the “it” black beauty of the 1990s ends as quickly as it begins. 
Broke, with a toddler, Etta, hanging from her hip, Josie returns home to San Francisco to live with her Aunt Viv and 
work at her alma mater, Fairchild County Day School. Along with Josie’s job in admissions, a spot in the 
kindergarten class is secured for Etta. Now the Director of Admissions at Fairchild during Etta’s senior year, Josie’s 
power struggle with the Head of School is nothing compared to the tensions brewing at home over Etta’s future. 
Josie has spent thirteen years readying Etta to be “prepared on paper.” Why is Etta not following her across the 
finishing line now? Etta’s frustrated from having to carry the baggage of her mother’s failed modeling career. 
Josie’s determined to force Etta down the path she thinks is best. Aunt Viv is having none of it. As the admissions 
cycle winds down for schools and universities across the nation, is the possibility of losing Etta worth Josie doing 
what she has to do to secure her daughter a safe and successful future? Asha P. Youmans and Eva Allison Frank are 
both teachers. This is their first book. 
 
UK, Translation: Putnam (editor Tara Singh Carlson) 
Agent: Liza Royce Agency  

http://welcometoladyville.com/
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SERIES FICTION            

 
Adams, Lyssa Kay      Nov. 2019 
THE BROMANCE BOOK CLUB: A Novel    Romantic Comedy 
 
“The Bromance Book Club is a funny, bittersweet unfurling of what it means to be married; 
what it means to be a sister, and a daughter and a reader. I laughed out loud when I realized 
just what the book club was up to. The bros offer droll advice on everything from toxic 
masculinity, to the best in pumpkin spice lattes, to how to look yourself up on Pinterest. But it 
is the reading aloud in this story that ultimately wins my heart, and shows that everything 
worth knowing can be learned from romance.” —kc dyer, author of Finding Fraser 

 
First in a new series! Nashville Legends second baseman Gavin Scott’s marriage is in major league trouble. He’s 
recently discovered a humiliating secret: His wife Thea has always faked the Big O. When he loses his cool at the 
revelation, it’s the final straw on their already strained relationship. Thea asks for a divorce, and Gavin realizes he’s 
let his pride and fear get the better of him. Distraught and desperate, Gavin finds help from an unlikely source: a 
secret romance book club made up of Nashville’s top alpha men. With the help of their current read, the steamy 
Regency Courting the Countess, the guys coach Gavin on saving his marriage. But it’ll take a lot more than flowery 
words and grand gestures for this hapless Romeo to find his inner hero and win back the trust of his wife. Lyssa Kay 
Adams is the author of Seventh Inning Heat and Wild in Rio. 
 
UK, Translation: Berkley Jove (editor Kristine Swartz) 
Agent: One Track Literary 
 
 

Arlen, Tessa       Nov. 2019 
POPPY REDFERN AND THE MIDNIGHT MURDERS: A Novel  Mystery 
 
First in a new series! Summer, 1942. The world has been at war for three long and desperate 
years. In the remote English village of Little Buffenden, the Redfern house and farmland has 
been requisitioned by the War Office as a new airfield for the American Air Force. The village’s 
Air Raid Warden, twentysomething Poppy Redfern, spends her nights patrolling the village and 
her days writing a novel of passion. It is a far cry from the experience of the other young 
women in town: Within days, two of the village’s prettiest girls are dating American airmen, 

and Little Buffenden considers the “Friendly Invasion” to be a success. But less than a week later, two young 
women are found dead. Poppy realizes that her community has been divided by murder, and the mistrust and 
suspicion of their new American neighbors threatens to tear this town, already grappling with the horrors of war, 
apart. Poppy soon unearths some unfortunate secrets and long-held grudges. She will have no choice but to lay a 
trap for a killer so perilously close to home, she might very well become the next victim. Tessa Arlen is the author 
of the Lady Montfort series of Edwardian mysteries. 
 
UK, Translation: Berkley Prime Crime (editor Michelle Vega) 
Agent: Marsal Lyon Literary 
 
 
  

http://www.lyssakayadams.com/
http://www.lyssakayadams.com/
http://www.tessaarlen.com/
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Ashley, Jennifer      June 2019 
DEATH IN KEW GARDENS: A Below Stairs Mystery   Mystery 
 
“A top-notch new series that deftly demonstrates Ashley’s mastery of historical mysteries by 
delivering an impeccably researched setting, a fascinating protagonist with an intriguing past, 
and lively writing seasoned with just the right measure of dry wit.” –Booklist 
 
#3 in the Below Stairs Mystery series. Kat Holloway steps out from beneath the stairs and into 
international intrigue, where murder and stolen treasure lurk among the upper echelons of 

Victorian London. In return for a random act of kindness, scholar Li Bai Chang presents young cook Kat with a rare 
and precious gift—a box of tea. Kat thinks no more of her unusual visitor until two days later when the kitchen 
erupts with the news that Lady Cynthia’s next-door neighbor has been murdered. Known about London as an “Old 
China Hand,” the victim claimed to be an expert in the language and customs of China, acting as intermediary for 
merchants and government officials. When the authorities accuse Mr. Li of the crime, Kat finds herself embroiled 
in a world of deadly secrets that reach from the gilded homes of Mayfair to the beautiful wonder of Kew Gardens. 
Jennifer Ashley is the bestselling author of Scandal Above Stairs and others. 
 
UK, Translation: Berkley Prime Crime (editor Kate Seaver) 
Agent: Creative Book Services 
 
 

Atkins, Ace       July 2019 
THE SHAMELESS: A Quinn Colson Novel    Thriller 
 
“Quinn Colson is my kind of guy. I would follow him anywhere.” –Lee Child 
 
#9 in the Quinn Colson series. Twenty years ago, teenager Brandon Taylor walked into the Big 
Woods north of Tibbehah County, Mississippi, and never returned. Years later, the bones of a 
child have been found in the woods, confirming for many the grim ending to the Taylor story. 
As the case reopens, some point fingers to Sherriff Quinn Colson’s late uncle, the former 

sheriff, who took his own life in a cloud of corruption and shame. Still, Quinn’s wife Maggie doesn’t believe it. As a 
close childhood friend of the Taylor boy, she thinks there’s an even darker conspiracy at work. Letters she begins 
to receive from a mysterious inmate at a Tennessee prison may hold the answers. With a heated election for 
governor on the horizon and the strengthening of a criminal syndicate’s death grip on the state, Quinn’s search 
into the Big Woods for answers will upset the corruption that’s plagued his home since before he came back from 
Afghanistan. Greed, false piety, power, bigotry, and dirty deals make for a dangerous mix he knows all too well. 
Ace Atkins is bestselling author of The Fallen, among others. 
 
Translation: Putnam (editor Sara Minnich) 
Agent: ICM 
UK: Corsair 
 
 
  

http://www.jenniferashley.com/
http://www.aceatkins.com/
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Barron, Laird       May 2019 
BLACK MOUNTAIN: An Isaiah Coleridge Novel   Thriller 
 
“One of my favorite writers, period.” –Nic Pizzolatto, author of Galveston and creator of True 
Detective 
 
#2 in the Isaiah Coleridge series. Ex-mob enforcer Isaiah Coleridge has hung out a shingle as a 
private eye in New York’s Hudson Valley, and in his newest case, a seemingly simple murder 
investigation leads him to the most terrifying enemy he has ever faced. When a small-time 

criminal named Harold Lee turns up dead in the Ashokan Reservoir, the local mafia capo hires Coleridge to look 
into the matter. The mob likes crime, but only the crime it controls… and as it turns out, Lee is the second 
independent contractor to meet a bad end on the business side of a serrated knife. One such death can be 
overlooked. Two makes a man wonder. A guy in Lee’s business would make his fair share of enemies, and it seems 
a likely case of pure revenge. But as Coleridge turns over more stones, he finds himself dragged into something 
deeper and more insidious than he could have imagined, in a labyrinthine case spanning decades. At the center are 
an heiress moonlighting as a cabaret dancer, a powerful corporation with high-placed connections, and a serial 
killer who may have been honing his skills since the Vietnam War. Laird Barron is the author of Blood Standard and 
several horror novels and collections. 
 
UK, Translation: Putnam (editor Sara Minnich) 
Agent: New Leaf Literary 
 
 

Black, J. Patrick       Dec. 2019 
UNDER SEVEN SKIES: A War of the Realms Novel   Science Fiction 
 
“Grabbed my attention from the first page—fresh and un-put-downable. An intriguing cocktail 
of science fiction, fantasy, and military adventure stirred into something new and satisfying.” 
–Patricia Briggs, #1 New York Times-bestselling author of Burn Bright 
 
#2 in the War of the Realms series. A centuries-old war for Earth continues in the stunning 
sequel to Ninth City Burning. When the aliens came, we almost lost everything. But then we 

discovered we could wield the same terrible power they were armed with, and we fought back. Now, humanity is 
taking the war to the enemy, venturing deep into unexplored space. But a surprise attack by the aliens allows an 
enemy soldier to make its way where one has never gone before. And he looks just like us. J. Patrick Black is the 
author of Ninth City Burning. 
 
UK, Translation: Berkley Ace (editor Jessica Wade) 
Agent: Janklow & Nesbit 
German: Heyne; Portuguese (B): Arqueiro; Romanian: Nemira 
 
 
  

https://lairdbarron.wordpress.com/
http://www.jpatrickblack.com/
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Casey, Eliza         Nov. 2019 
LADY TAKES THE CASE: A Manor Cat Mystery     Mystery 
 
First in a new series! England, 1912. Danby Hall is the only home Lady Cecilia Bates has ever known. Despite the 
rigid rules of etiquette and her mother the Countess of Avebury’s fervent desire to see her married off, Cecilia 
can’t imagine life anywhere else. But now, with an agricultural depression sweeping the countryside, the Bates 
family’s possession of the hall is suddenly in peril. A possible solution arrives in the form of the imperious American 
heiress Annabel Clarke. The Countess of Avebury is determined that Cecilia's brother, Patrick, will win Annabel's 
hand in marriage—and her fortune along with it. To help the lackluster Patrick in this pursuit, the family arranges a 
grand house party. When a guest dies after sipping from a glass meant for Annabel, it’s clear the Bates have a 
more poisonous problem on their hands than a lack of chemistry. As the scandal seizes Danby, Cecilia sets out to 
find the culprit, with help from Annabel’s maid, Jane, and Jane’s curiously intelligent cat, Jack. Eliza Casey is the 
pseudonym of bestselling author Amanda McCabe. 
 
UK, Translation: Berkley Prime Crime (editor Grace House) 
Agent: Gail Fortune Agency 
 
 
Dunmore, Evie         Sept. 2019 
BRINGING DOWN THE DUKE: A Novel      Romance 
 
“Evie Dunmore’s debut is a marvel. Set against the backdrop of the British suffrage movement, Bringing Down the 
Duke is a witty, richly detailed, historically significant, and achingly romantic celebration of the power of love and 
the passionate fight for women’s rights. A stunning blend of history and romance that will enchant readers.” 
—Chanel Cleeton, bestselling author of Next Year in Havana 
 
Debut novel! First in a new series! England, 1879. Annabelle Archer, the brilliant but destitute daughter of a 
country vicar, has earned herself a place among the first cohort of female students at the renowned University of 
Oxford. In return for her scholarship, she must support the rising women’s suffrage movement. Her charge: recruit 
men of influence to champion their cause. Her target: Sebastian Devereux, the cold and calculating Duke of 
Montgomery who steers Britain’s politics at the Queen’s command. Her challenge: not to give in to the powerful 
attraction she can’t deny for the man who opposes everything she stands for. Sebastian is appalled to find a 
suffragist squad has infiltrated his ducal home, but the real threat is his impossible feelings for green-eyed beauty 
Annabelle. But he wouldn’t be the greatest strategist of the Kingdom if he couldn’t claim this alluring bluestocking 
without the promise of a ring... or could he? Locked in a battle with rising passion and a will matching her own, 
Annabelle will learn just what it takes to topple a duke. Evie Dunmore is a freelance strategy consultant with a 
M.Sc. in Diplomacy from Oxford. 
 
UK, Translation: Berkley Jove (editor Sarah Blumenstock) 
Agent: Marsal Lyon Literary 
 
 
  

http://ammandamccabe.com/
http://eviedunmore.com/
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Hackwith, A.J.       Oct. 2019 
THE LIBRARY OF THE UNWRITTEN: A Novel   Fantasy 
 
First in a new series! Many years ago, Claire was named Head Librarian of the Unwritten Wing, 
a neutral space in Hell where all the stories unfinished by their authors reside. Her job consists 
mainly of repairing and organizing books, but also of keeping an eye on restless stories that risk 
materializing as characters and escaping the library. When a Hero escapes from his book and 
goes in search of his author, Claire must track and capture him with the help of former muse 
and current assistant Brevity and nervous demon courier Leto. But what should have been a 

simple retrieval goes horrifyingly wrong when the terrifyingly angelic Ramiel attacks them, convinced that they 
hold the Devil’s Bible. That text is a powerful weapon in the power struggle between Heaven and Hell, so it falls to 
the librarians to find a book with the power to reshape the boundaries between Heaven, Hell… and Earth. A.J. 
Hackwith is the author of A Treason of Truths and A Conspiracy of Whispers. 
 
UK, Translation: Berkley Ace (editor Rebecca Brewer) 
Agent: Donald Maass Literary 
 
 

Hoang, Helen       May 2019 
THE BRIDE TEST: A Novel     Romantic Comedy 
 
“Hoang’s writing has a sharp, quirky, emotional edge that will resonate with anyone who has 
ever tried to navigate the complicated world of modern relationships.” –Jayne Ann Krentz 
 
#2 in the Kiss Quotient series. Khai Diep has no feelings. Well, he feels irritation when people 
move his things or contentment when ledgers balance down to the penny, but not big, 
important emotions like grief and love. He thinks he’s defective, but his family knows better—

that his autism means he just processes emotions differently. When he steadfastly avoids relationships, his mother 
takes matters into her own hands and returns to Vietnam to find him the perfect bride. As a mixed-race girl living 
in the slums of Ho Chi Minh City, Esme Tran has always felt out of place. When the opportunity arises to come to 
America and meet a potential husband, she can’t turn it down, thinking this could be the break her family needs. 
Seducing Khai, however, doesn’t go as planned. Esme’s lessons in love seem to be working… but only on herself. 
She’s hopelessly smitten with a man who’s convinced he can never return her affection. With Esme’s time in the 
United States dwindling, Khai is forced to understand he’s been wrong all along. And there’s more than one way to 
love. Helen Hoang is the author of The Kiss Quotient. 
 
Translation: Berkley Jove (editor Cindy Hwang) 
Agent: BookEnds Literary Agency 
ANZ: Allen & Unwin; UK; Corvus; Czech: Fortuna; German: Rowohlt; Hungarian: Publish & More; Slovene: Ucila 
 
 
 
  

https://www.amandahackwith.com/
https://www.amandahackwith.com/
http://www.helenhoang.com/
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Knight, E.E.       Nov. 2019 
NOVICE DRAGONEER: A Dragoneer Academy Novel  Fantasy 
 
“E.E. Knight makes his world of dragons soar as the audience roots for them to succeed.” 
–Midwest Book Review 
 
First in a new series! Fourteen-year-old Ileth grew up in an orphanage, and thanks to her 
stutter was never thought to be destined for much beyond kitchen work and cleaning. But 
she’s dreamed of serving with the dragons ever since a childhood meeting with a glittering 

silver dragon and its female dragoneer. For years she waits, and as soon as she is old enough to join, Ileth runs 
away to become a novice dragoneer at the ancient human-dragon fortress of the Serpentine. While most of her 
fellow apprentices are from rich and influential families, Ileth must fight for her place in the world, even if it 
includes a duel with her boss at the fish-gutting table. She’s then sent off to the dragon-dancers after a foolish kiss 
with a famously named boy and given charge of a sickly old dragon with a mysterious past. But she finds those 
trials were nothing when she has to take the place of a dead dragoneer and care for his imprisoned dragon in 
enemy lands. E.E. Knight is the author of the Age of Fire series and the Vampire Earth series. 
 
UK: Berkley Ace (editor Rebecca Brewer) 
Agent controls Translation rights: Bent Agency 
 
 

McLean, Peter       July 2019 
PRIEST OF LIES: A War for the Rose Throne Novel   Fantasy 
 
“Tomas Piety is back, with machinations, mayhem, and blood aplenty. If you like your fantasy 
with a side of dark and gritty, you won’t want to miss this.” –Christina Henry, author of The Girl 
in Red 
 
#2 in the War for the Rose Throne series. Tomas Piety has been many things: soldier, priest, 
gangster, and spy. As Tomas’ power grows, the nobility better watch their back, in this dark and 

gritty epic fantasy series. People are weak, and the poorer and more oppressed they are, the weaker they 
become—until they can’t take it anymore. And when they rise up... may the gods help their oppressors. When 
Tomas Piety returned from the war, he just wanted to rebuild his empire of crime with his gang of Pious Men. But 
his past as a spy for the Queen’s Men drew him back in and brought him more power than he ever imagined. Now, 
with half of his city in ashes and the Queen’s Men at his back, the webs of political intrigue stretch out from the 
capital to pull Tomas in. Dannsburg is calling. In Dannsburg the nobility fight with words, not blades, but the results 
are every bit as bloody. In this pit of beasts, Tomas must decide once and for all whether he is truly the people’s 
champion... or just a priest of lies. Peter McLean is the author of Priest of Bones and others. 
 
Translation: Berkley Ace (editor Rebecca Brewer) 
Agent: Red Sofa Literary 
UK: Quercus; German: Klett 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://twitter.com/EE_Knight
https://talonwraith.com/
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Ricciardi, David       June 2019 
ROGUE STRIKE: A Jake Keller Novel    Thriller 
 
“Starts with a bang, and then gets better and better... One of the best thrillers you’ll read this 
year.” –Lee Child, on Warning Light 
 
#2 in the Jake Keller series. CIA agent Jake Keller and his partner, Curt Roach, are in Yemen on 
an important mission. They’ve been tipped off to a secret meeting of top ISIS leaders. The plan 
is to interrupt the meeting with a few unexpected visitors: a pair of Hellfire missiles from an 

orbiting drone. But the drone stops responding to their signals and soon disappears over the horizon. When next 
seen, the drone is attacking innocent pilgrims in Mecca. Jake and Curt are staggered. The US government is 
desperate to disavow this atrocity. Who better to blame than a couple of rogue CIA agents? With all the 
governments of the Middle East looking for them and no help from their own side, they are in a desperate race to 
stay ahead of the mob and find out who’s actually behind the crime. David Ricciardi is the author of Warning Light. 
 
UK, Translation: Berkley (editor Tom Colgan) 
Agent: Zachary Shuster Harmsworth 
 
 
Ryan, Anthony         July 2019 
THE WOLF’S CALL: A Raven’s Blade Novel      Fantasy 
 
“Ryan hits all the high notes of epic fantasy—a gritty setting, ancient magics, ruthless intrigue, divided loyalties, 
and bloody action.” –Publishers Weekly 
 
First in a new series! The Wolf’s Call marks a thrilling return to the world of Anthony Ryan’s bestselling 
sensation Blood Song. Vaelin al-Sorna, the once epic warrior and hero of many battles, is now the Tower Lord of 
the Northern Reaches. He spends his days policing the remote region against smugglers. But then he captures an 
assassin from the Far West. The thwarted killer tells Vaelin that the entire Far West is in peril of genocidal invasion 
and that the healer Sherin, now practicing her arts on the northern frontier of the lands of the Merchant Kings, will 
be one of the first to die. Vaelin sails for the Far West to warn her. And finds himself in the very center of a conflict 
that will open old wounds and rend new ones—if he survives at all. Ryan is the bestselling author of the Raven’s 
Shadow novels and the Draconis Memoria novels. 
 
Translation: Berkley Ace (editor Jessica Wade) 
Agent controls UK rights: Janklow & Nesbit 
Dutch: Luitingh-Sitjhoff; German: Klett 
 
  

https://twitter.com/RicciardiBooks
https://anthonyryan.net/
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Scott, J. Todd       July 2019 
THIS SIDE OF NIGHT: A Novel     Thriller 
 
“A haunting, gritty novel of modern Texas. As a real-life federal lawman, Scott not only knows 
the battered terrain but the wounded people who call it home. I loved the authenticity of this 
forgotten wasteland and the last breaths of the Code of the West.” –Ace Atkins 
 
#3 in the Big Bend series. In the Mexican borderlands, a busload of student protestors is 
gunned down in broad daylight, a violent act blamed on the Nemesio cartel. But its aging 

leader sees the attack for what it is: the opening salvo in a power grab, perhaps by a rival cartel, or maybe by 
someone closer to home. Across the Rio Grande, Sheriff Chris Cherry and his deputies America Reynosa and Danny 
Ford feel the reverberations of this escalating cartel war when they find five dead men on the riverbank. And when 
DEA agent Joe Garrison rolls into town, he adds fuel to the fire: Not only does he suspect that a narcotics division 
in a neighboring county might be corrupt, but he has reservations about Reynosa, who has suspicious family ties 
back in Mexico. J. Todd Scott is the author of The Far Empty and High White Sun. 
 
UK, Translation: Putnam (editor Sara Minnich) 
Agent: CK Webber Associates 
 
 
Thomas, Russ         Spring 2020 
FIREWATCHING: A Novel        Thriller 
 
Debut novel! First in a new series! Six years ago, Gerald Cartwright vanished from his home in a village on the 
edge of the Peak District. Did he go on the run to escape his creditors? Or was there a more sinister explanation for 
his disappearance? Today, Detective Sargent Adam Tyler, a cold case specialist, is called back to Cartwright’s 
house—a body has just been discovered, bricked up behind a wall in the cellar. Tyler knows this case could make 
his career; the only problem is, the main suspect just happens to be the missing man’s son—the same person Tyler 
slept with the night before. A novel that beautifully walks the line between police procedural and psychological 
thriller, Firewatching is perfect for fans of Tana French, James Oswald, and Broadchurch, and it marks the start of 
an unmissable new series. Russ Thomas is an Events Manager and Expert Bookseller for Waterstones. 
 
Translation: Putnam (editor Sara Minnich) 
Agent: Bent Agency 
UK: Simon & Schuster (sold via the agent) 
 
  

http://jtoddscott.com/
http://www.thevoiceofruss.com/
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Waggoner, C.M.         Nov. 2019 
UNNATURAL MAGIC: A Novel       Fantasy 
 
Debut novel! First in a new series! Onna Gebowa wants one thing: to be the greatest wizard who ever lived. But 
despite her incredible abilities in mathematics and magic, she’s denied a place at the local arcane academy 
because she’s a woman. Undaunted, she sails to the bustling island city of Hexos and there finds a sorcerer in need 
of an apprentice, the Lord-Mage himself. But the city is soon rocked by a series of mysterious murders. Trolls, the 
gentle, wise, and magical creatures who have lived alongside and been revered by humans for generations, are 
being targeted. Onna begins to devote her considerable powers into figuring out how to stop the deaths before 
the city is torn apart. This is C.M. Waggoner’s first novel. She is at work on a second. 
 
UK, Translation: Berkley Ace (editor Jessica Wade) 
Agent: Barry Goldblatt Literary 
 

 
Wingate, Marty      October 2019 
THE BODIES IN THE LIBRARY: A First Edition Library Mystery Mystery 
 
First in a new series! Hayley Burke has landed a dream job as the new curator of Lady 
Georgiana Fowling’s First Edition library. The library is kept at Middlebank House, a lovely 
Georgian home in Bath, England. Hayley lives on the premises and works with the finicky Glynis 
Woolgar, Lady Fowling’s former secretary. Mrs. Woolgar does not like Hayley’s ideas to 
modernize The First Edition Society and bring in fresh blood. And she is not even aware of the 
fact that Hayley does not know the first thing about the Golden Age of Mysteries. Hayley is 

faking it till she makes it, and one of her plans to breathe new life into the Society is actually taking flight: An 
Agatha Christie fan fiction writers group is paying dues to meet up at Middlebank House. But when one of the 
group is found dead in the venerable stacks of the library, Hayley has to catch the killer to save the Society and her 
new job. Marty Wingate is the author of the Potting Shed series and the Birds of a Feather series. 
 
UK: Berkley Prime Crime (editor Michelle Vega) 
Agent controls Translation rights: Jane Rotrosen Agency 
  

https://twitter.com/CMWaggoner2
http://martywingate.com/
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NONFICTION             

 
Carmel, Molly         Dec. 2019 
BREAKING UP WITH SUGAR: A 66-Day Plan to Release the Weight, Divorce Dieting, and Finally Live Your Best Life 
 
This is a 66-day roadmap for going sugar-free, from an eating disorder specialist and therapist who broke free of 
her own sugar addiction. In her work as a therapist specializing in overeating and obesity, Molly Carmel helps 
patients see that the root of their struggle is their destructive relationship with sugar. For many people, sugar is a 
true addiction that produces physical, neurological, and hormonal changes that leave them powerless to overcome 
their compulsion to eat. Carmel helps her clients break free of sugar’s hold, finally lose weight and keep it off, and 
reinvent their lives. Her approach is based on the latest science, as well as her own journey. With humor, honesty, 
and deep empathy, she shares the story of her own 20-year struggle with disordered eating, reaching 325 pounds, 
while trying every diet program and even gastric bypass surgery without success. As she discovered, the only way 
to make lasting change is to see sugar for the culprit that it is and completely break up with it for good. Her 66-day 
plan is packed with step-by-step instructions designed to take the guesswork out of sugar-free eating and help 
people start a new, healthier relationship with food. Molly Carmel created The Beacon, where she helps clients 
recover from similar addictions. Carmel received her Bachelor’s in Social Work from Cornell University and her 
Master’s from Columbia University’s School of Social Work. 
 
Translation: Avery (editor Lucia Watson) 
Agent: Stephanie Tade Agency 
UK: Yellow Kite; Dutch: Unieboek Het Spectrum 
 

 
Hayes, Steven C., Ph.D.      Aug. 2019 
A LIBERATED MIND: How to Pivot Toward What Matters 
 
In this landmark book, the pioneering researcher into Acceptance and Commitment Therapy 
lays out the principles and practices that make ACT the most powerful strategy that 
psychological study has yet to offer. ACT has been shown to help in treating mood disorders, 
substance abuse, eating disorders, PTSD, and even our relationship to physical pain. We suffer 
because we run from what causes us fear and hurt. This is how we end up with lives that are 
fraught with psychological pain, ranging from full blown addiction and depression to a 

pervading sense of emptiness. The only way to live with meaning and purpose is to turn toward the pain. What we 
need is a mindset of psychological flexibility that can be cultivated in a series of 6 Pivots that form the core of ACT. 
They include defusing our thoughts, living in the present, learning the art of perspective taking, and discovering 
our deepest values. A powerful narrative of scientific discovery filled with moving stories as well as advice for how 
we can put ACT to work immediately, this book shows how one crucial turn away from avoidance and toward 
acceptance can help us lead the full lives we choose. Steven C. Hayes is a Professor of Psychology at the University 
of Nevada, Reno. He is the author of Get Out of Your Mind and Into Your Life. 
 
Translation: Avery (editor Caroline Sutton) 
Agent: Loewenthal Company 
UK: Vermilion; Arabic: Madarek; Chinese (cc): Ecus; Chinese (sc): Beijing Huazhang; Dutch: Hogrefe; French: 
Belfond; German: Beltz; Italian: Giunti; Korean: Hakjisa; Spanish: Planeta 
 
 
  

https://twitter.com/mollycarmel
https://beaconprogram.com/
http://www.stevenchayes.com/
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Hill, Sarah E., Ph.D.      Oct. 2019 
THIS IS YOUR BRAIN ON BIRTH CONTROL: The Surprising Science of Women, Hormones, and 
the Law of Unintended Consequences 
 
The birth control pill has revolutionized women’s lives in ways that were hard to imagine even 
fifty years ago. But in this groundbreaking book, a psychologist on the forefront of women and 
health pulls back the curtain on how it has changed us—and the world around us—in ways we 
are only just beginning to understand. When we change what our sex hormones do, we change 
the version of ourselves the brain creates. This means the pill changes who we are. The reach 

of the pill extends beyond women’s own bodies, having a startling impact on society and the world. Ultimately, this 
book is a rallying cry for women to have full access to information about their own bodies and for better science to 
show them the way to make the best decisions for themselves. Sarah E. Hill is a professor of psychology and 
leading researched in the field of evolutionary psychology. 
 
Translation: Avery (editor Caroline Sutton) 
Agent: Levine, Greenberg, Rostan 
UK: Orion; Dutch: Nijgh & Van Ditmar; German: Heyne; Russian: Mann, Ivanov & Ferber 
 

 
Kenney, John       Oct. 2019 
LOVE POEMS FOR PEOPLE WITH CHILDREN 
 
With the same brilliant wit and hilarious realism that made Love Poems for Married People such 
a hit and a New York Times bestseller, John Kenney is back with a brand new collection of 
poems, this time taking on the greatest joy in life: children. Kenney covers it all, from 
newborns, toddlers, and sleep deprivation, to the terrible twos, terrible tweens, and terrible 
teens. A parent’s love is unconditional, but sometimes that button can’t help but be pushed. 
Between back-to-school shopping, summer vacations that never end, the awkwardness of 

puberty, the inevitable post-college moving back in, and more, parents’ jobs are never done, whether they like it 
or not. Kenney is also the author of the novels Talk to Me and Truth in Advertising. 
 
UK, Translation: Putnam (editor Sally Kim) 
Agent: Author c/o Putnam 
 
 
McGonigal, Kelly, Ph.D.        Dec. 2019 
THE JOY OF MOVEMENT: The Scientific Link Behind Movement, Belonging, and Joy 
 
Through her trademark blend of science and storytelling, Kelly McGonigal draws on insights from neuroscience, 
psychology, anthropology, and evolutionary biology, as well as memoir, ethnography, and philosophy, to show 
how movement is intertwined with some of the most basic human joys, and why it is a powerful antidote to the 
modern epidemics of depression, anxiety, and loneliness. The result is a revolutionary narrative that goes beyond 
familiar arguments in favor of exercise, to illustrate why movement is integral to both our happiness and our 
humanity. McGonigal is a research psychologist, lecturer at Stanford University, and the bestselling author of The 
Willpower Instinct and The Upside of Stress. 
 
UK, Translation: Avery (editor Nina Shield) 
Agent: Ted Weinstein Literary 
 
  

https://www.sarahehill.com/
https://twitter.com/jkenneywriter
http://kellymcgonigal.com/
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Pondiscio, Robert        Sept. 2019 
HOW THE OTHER HALF LEARNS: Equality, Excellence, and the Battle Over School Choice 
 
The promise of public education is excellence for all. But that promise has seldom been kept for low-income 
children of color in America. In How the Other Half Learns, teacher and education journalist Robert Pondiscio 
focuses on Success Academy, the network of controversial charter schools in New York founded by Eva Moskowitz, 
who has created something unprecedented in American education: a way for large numbers of engaged and 
ambitious low-income families of color to get an education for their children that equals and even exceeds what 
wealthy families take for granted. Her results are astonishing, her methods unorthodox. But Moskowitz herself 
admits Success Academy "is not for everyone," and this raises uncomfortable questions we’d rather not ask, let 
alone answer: What if the price of giving a first-rate education to children least likely to receive it means 
acknowledging that you can’t do it for everyone? What if some problems are just too hard for schools alone to 
solve? Pondiscio is senior fellow at the Thomas B. Fordham Institute and a former inner-city public school teacher. 
 
UK, Translation: Avery (editor Nina Shield) 
Agent: McCormick Literary 
 
 

Ropper, Allan H., M.D.; and Brian David Burrell   Aug. 2019 
HOW THE BRAIN LOST ITS MIND: Sex, Hysteria, and the Riddle of Mental Illness 
 
This is the story of two diseases: an organic sickness that mimics mental illness, and an 
affliction of the mind that manifests in physical ailments. Syphilis was the driving force behind 
five centuries of fear and loathing, and the advanced stage of the disease—neurosyphilis—
initiated a sweeping epidemic of insanity lasting until as recently as a generation ago. As 
shocking and destructive as AIDS proved to be a hundred years later, neurosyphilis cast a pall 
over sex for decades. After the threat waned with the rise of penicillin, so did the connection of 

mental illness with brain disease. Only recently are depression, alcoholism, addiction, etc., again recognized as 
arising in brain structure and chemistry. It is time to revisit the illness that caused society and medicine to look 
away in the first place. Hysteria, meanwhile, now goes by names like conversion disorder and dissociative states. It 
was, and still is, the bane of every neurologist’s existence. The mirror image ailments of syphilis and hysteria are 
perfect entry points to bigger-picture questions about sex, psychosis, hypnotism, psychoanalysis, mind cures, 
synthetic dyes, sensation fiction, psychotropic drugs, genius, and madness. Allan Ropper and Brian Burrell are the 
authors of Reaching Down the Rabbit Hole. 
 
Translation: Avery (editor Nina Shield) 
Agent: Spieler Agency 
UK: Atlantic 
 
  

https://twitter.com/rpondiscio
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Rosenberg, Kenneth Paul, MD     Oct. 2019 
BEDLAM: An Intimate Journey Into America’s Mental Health Crisis 
 
Today the largest mental institution in the US is the Los Angeles County Jail, and the last refuge 
for many of the 20,000 mentally ill people living on the streets of Los Angeles is L.A. County 
Hospital. There, Dr. Kenneth Paul Rosenberg begins his chronicle of what it means to be 
mentally ill in America today, integrating his own moving story of how the system failed his 
sister, Merle, who had schizophrenia. Rosenberg gives readers an inside look at the historical, 
political, and economic forces that have resulted in the greatest social crisis of the twenty-first 

century. The culmination of a seven-year inquiry into the lives of Americans with severe mental illness, Bedlam is 
not only a rallying cry for change, but also a guidebook for how we move forward with care and compassion. 
Rosenberg is a distinguished fellow of the American Psychiatric Association and a Peabody Award-winning 
filmmaker. 
 
UK, Translation: Avery (editor Nina Shield) 
Agent: David Black Agency 
 
 

Wiltshire, Patricia      Sept. 2019 
THE NATURE OF LIFE AND DEATH: Every Body Leaves a Trace 
 
Patricia Wiltshire examines the flora and fauna of crime scenes in search of the truth. From 
hedgerows to tire arches, mud tracks to the soles of walking boots, she breaks down a crime 
scene into the minute components, eliminating theories flower by flower and microbe by 
microbe, until she comes to a realistic and compelling thesis on how a crime was committed 
and how a crime scene came to be. Her story touches on biology, physics, chemistry, 
geography, botany, psychology, micrology, and criminology, and how our relationship with 

nature leaves an indelible mark on who we are and how we interact. Along the way, Wiltshire introduces us to the 
unseen ecologies all around us: the pollen and palynomorphs, the micro-organisms, the fungi, the spores, the 
foraminifera that make up the hidden world. Wiltshire is a forensic ecologist, botanist, and palynologist. 
 
Translation excluding German and Polish: Putnam (editor Michelle Howry) 
Agent: c/o Blink/Bonnier UK 
UK: Blink; Korean: Woongjin 
  

https://drkenrosenberg.com/
https://twitter.com/Palynos
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COOKBOOKS             

 
Bacon, Amanda Chantal        Oct. 2019 
THE MOON JUICE MANUAL: An Adaptogenic Cookbook 
 

       
A plant-fueled survival guide to modern life, The Moon Juice Manual explains the way chronic stress impacts the 
mind and body and provides simple and delicious ways to incorporate adaptogens into daily life. The book offers 
prescriptive recommendations and functional recipes for optimizing Beauty, Brain, Spirit, Sex, Sleep, or Mood. 
Readers will understand how to make grain-free and practical recipes with adaptogens along with easy decadent 
treats like Horny Goat Weed Brownies and Schisandra Sleeping Beauty Balls. Amanda Chantal Bacon is the founder 
of Moon Juice and the author of The Moon Juice Cookbook. 
 
UK, Translation: Avery (editor Lucia Watson) 
Agent: Kuhn Projects 
 
 
Citrin, Josiah         June 2019 
CHARCOAL: New Ways to Cook With Fire 
 

           
Whether in barbecue classics like J1-Marinated Skirt Steak or West Coast-inspired veggie-forward sides like 
Blackened Beets and Salt-Crusted Fennel, charcoal is the dynamic center of this cookbook. It is a celebration of the 
universal human craving to gather together and cook over a live fire. Josiah Citrin is a two-star Michelin chef and 
the owner of Melisse, Charcoal Venice, and Dave’s Doghouse, all in Los Angeles. 
 
UK, Translation: Avery (editor Lucia Watson) 
Agent: DeFiore & Company 
 
  

https://moonjuice.com/
https://www.josiahcitrin.com/
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Leader, Daniel         Oct. 2019 
LIVING BREAD: Tradition and Innovation in Artisan Bread Making 
 

       
This is the major new cookbook by the pioneer from the beloved Bread Alone bakery, who revolutionized 
American artisan bread baking, with 60 recipes inspired by bakers around the world. Influenced by art and science, 
Daniel Leader presents exciting twists on classics such as Curry Tomato Ciabatta, Vegan Brioche, and Chocolate 
Sourdough Babka, as well as traditional recipes. Sprinkled with anecdotes and evocative photos from Leader’s own 
travels and encounters with artisans who have influenced him, Living Bread is a love letter to the practice of 
making good bread and a cutting-edge guide. 
 
UK, Translation: Avery (editor Lucia Watson) 
Agent: Janis Donnaud 
 
 
Lynch, Lazarus         June 2019 
SON OF A SOUTHERN CHEF: Cook With Soul 
 

            
Lazarus Lynch offers more than 100 recipes with inventive takes on classic Southern dishes like Brown Butter 
Candy Yam Mash with Goat Cheese Brulee, Shrimp and Crazy Creamy Cheddar Grits, and Dulce de Leche Banana 
Pudding. Packed with splashy color photography that pops off the page, this cookbook blends fashion, food, and 
storytelling to get readers into the kitchen.  
 
UK, Translation: Avery (editor Lucia Watson) 
Agent: Dystel, Goderich & Bourret 
 
  

https://www.breadalone.com/
https://www.sonofasouthernchef.com/
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Newton, Rob         Oct. 2019 
SEEKING THE SOUTH: Inspired Regional Cuisine 
 

       
This is a modern-day Southern cookbook that celebrates the region’s growing diversity, from chef and restaurateur 
Rob Newton. He shares recipes as old and familiar as Pork Hocks with Hominy and as current as Okra with Sichuan 
Peppercorn and Black-Eyed Pea Falafel. To Newton, Southern cuisine delights because it is delicious and, above all, 
endlessly dynamic. 
 
UK, Translation: Avery (editor Lucia Watson) 
Agent: David Black Agency 
 
 
Rucker, Nicole         July 2019 
DAPPLED: Baking Recipes for Fruit Lovers 
 

                   
Nicole Rucker offers an enthusiastic ode to baking with fruit—an obsessive guide to crafting desserts made with 
seasonal ingredients, from summertime peaches to rhubarb in the spring. With imaginative adaptations of classic 
dishes like Peach and Ricotta Biscuit Cobbler and Huckleberry Blondies, these recipes are for wide-eyed fruit lovers 
and farmers’ market trawlers. Rucker is the founder and owner of Rucker’s Pie in Los Angeles. 
 
UK, Translation: Avery (editor Lucia Watson) 
Agent: DeFiore & Company 
 
  

https://twitter.com/RobDNewton
https://twitter.com/rucker_pie
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Spungen, Susan         Spring 2020 
OPEN KITCHEN: Inspired Meals for Casual Gatherings 
 

       
Perfect for occasions that call for simple but elevated comfort food, whether it’s a relaxed gathering or a 
weeknight dinner, Open Kitchen shows readers how to maximize results with minimal effort for deeply satisfying, a 
little bit surprising, delicious meals. Susan Spungen is a cook, food stylist, recipe developer, and author. She was 
the founding food editor at Martha Stewart Living. 
 
UK, Translation: Avery (editor Lucia Watson) 
Agent: David Black Agency 
 
 
Vora, Nisha         June 2019 
THE VEGAN INSTANT POT COOKBOOK: Wholesome, Indulgent Plant-Based Recipes 
 

         
In a book that includes a comprehensive guide to the Instant Pot and all its functions, you can taste the rainbow 
with a full repertoire of vegan dishes, including Pulled Pork Jackfruit Tacos, Sweet Potato Bean Burgers, Blueberry 
Cheesecake, and many more. Nisha Vora is the creator of the popular Rainbow Plant Life blog. 
 
UK, Translation: Avery (editor Lucia Watson) 
Agent: Miller Bowers Griffin 
 
 
  

http://susanspungen.com/
https://www.rainbowplantlife.com/
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