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Paul Biegler Why Does It Still Hurt?  
how the power of knowledge can 
overcome chronic pain 

Chronic pain is the single biggest cause of human suffering. 
Yet pain that persists is often unrelated to any physical 
injury. So why does it still hurt?

Research over recent decades shows that many of us — sufferers of 
chronic pain and health practitioners alike — are victims of a devilish 
trick of the nervous system. Where we believe that pain has its root 
in a damaged body, it is the brain that prolongs the hurting long after 
the body has healed. This leads to hundreds of billions of dollars 
being spent each year on treatments that sometimes do nothing and 
sometimes make matters worse.

Paul Biegler, a science journalist and former doctor who has been 
on his own pain journey, investigates the true source of chronic pain 

— our brain’s so-called neuroplasticity — and emerging therapies, 
including cognitive therapy and graded exercise exposure, that take 
advantage of that same neuroplasticity to rewire the brain and end 
the suffering. As he knows only too well, this doesn’t mean the pain 
is all in a person’s head. The pain is real, but its meaning is often 
misunderstood.

Through conversations with scientists, doctors, and people who 
have overcome chronic pain, Biegler shines a light on the rigorous 
new studies — and emotional personal stories — that are changing 
the way we understand and treat pain. Most importantly, he shows 
how to take control over persistent pain and truly heal.

• A must-read book in the vein of The Body Keeps the Score 
by Bessel van der Kolk and The Brain That Changes Itself by 
Norman Doidge

• Revelatory, compelling, and accessible
• Anchored by unforgettable personal stories from around the 

world. Biegler travels widely to talk to scientists, doctors, and 
patients

• Focused on new therapies that use neuroplasticity to offer 
alternative, effective solutions to chronic pain

• Biegler is an award-winning journalist, academic, and former 
specialist physician

POPULAR HEALTH/SCIENCE 
January 2023
304pp 
Manuscript available
Rights held: World

PAUL BIEGLER is a journalist, 
academic, and former specialist 
physician in emergency 
medicine. He is the author of The 
Ethical Treatment of Depression, 
which won the Australian 
Museum Eureka Prize for 
Research in Ethics.
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Dr Ahona Guha Reclaim  
understanding complex trauma  
and those who abuse

What is damaged when someone experiences trauma  
within a relationship? How do trauma survivors heal? 
Why do some people harm others, and how do we protect 
ourselves from them?

The relationship between trauma and mental health is now widely 
recognised, but survivors and professionals alike remain confused 
about how to best treat it. In Reclaim, through a series of case studies 
and expert analysis, Dr Ahona Guha explores complex traumas, how 
survivors can recover, and the nature of those who perpetrate harm. 

Shining light on the ‘difficult’ trauma victims that society often 
ignores, Dr Guha tackles many vital questions. Why are we failing 
the victims of intimate partner violence? How does vicarious trauma 
affect people? And what types of behaviours are warning signs?

As a clinical and forensic psychologist, Dr Guha has had extensive 
experience working with those who inflict harm, including stalkers 
and sex offenders, and has a deep understanding of the psychological 
and social factors that cause people to harm others. Her work has led 
her to recognise the long-lasting impacts of complex trauma, as well as 
the failures of mental health systems and legal systems when working 
with victims.

By emphasising compassion above all, Dr Guha calls for us to 
become better informed about both perpetrators and victims, in order 
to reclaim a safer, healthier society for everyone.

• Offers clear and practical pathways toward a safer society
• For readers of Esther Perel, Bessel van der Kolk, Lori 

Gottlieb, and Jess Hill
• A clinical and forensic psychologist, Dr Guha has also been 

published widely and has the rare ability to convey complex 
scientific ideas to a general audience. Her writing is accessible 
and empathetic, and she is well attuned to the challenges of 
contemporary life

• Dr Guha’s second book, Life Skills for a Broken World, will 
be published by Scribe in September 2023

PSYCHOLOGY 
March 2023
256pp
Manuscript available
Rights held: World

DR AHONA GUHA is a clinical 
and forensic psychologist, and a 
survivor with lived experience of 
complex trauma. She works with 
victims of abuse and trauma, 
and clients with a range of 
other difficulties. She also works 
with perpetrators of harmful 
behaviours to assess risk, and 
provides treatment to reduce 
the risk they pose to others. 
She writes widely on matters 
related to mental health, social 
justice, and equity. Her work 
has appeared in The Age, The 
Guardian, The Saturday Paper, 
Breathe Magazine, SBS, and 
the ABC. She is obsessed with 
her rescue greyhound, and 
loves reading, baking, travelling, 
making (bad) pottery, and 
painting (poor) watercolours.

Author photograph © Rachael Michelle
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Sam Wallman Our Members Be Unlimited

An original and visually powerful exploration of unionism 
around the world.

In our current political climate, people are looking for answers — 
and alternatives. The promise of unions is that their ‘members be 
unlimited’: that they don’t belong to the rich, the powerful, or special 
interests, but to all workers.

How did the idea of unionism arise? Where has it flourished? 
And what are its challenges in the 21st century? From Britain to 
Bangladesh, from the first union of the 18th century to today, from 
solidarity in Walmart China to his own experiences in an Amazon 
warehouse in Melbourne, comics journalist Sam Wallman explores 
the urge to come together and cooperate that arises again and again 
in workers and workplaces everywhere.

With a dynamic and distinctive art style, and writing that’s both 
thoughtful and down to earth, Our Members Be Unlimited serves as 
an entry point for young people or those new to notions of collective 
action, but also as an invigorating read to those already engaged in the 
struggle for better working conditions — and a better world.

• Accessible and galvanising, combining centuries of history 
with sharp commentary on today’s labour landscape

• Funny, moving, and hopeful
• For readers of Heike Geissler’s Seasonal Associate

‘[H]onest, unsentimental portraits of the working class that was 
and the working class that is … depicting the everyday decency of 
ordinary people as the only hope for a world in crisis.’ Jeff Sparrow, 
author of Crimes Against Nature

‘Wallman draws on the history of working-class resistance and the 
humanism at the heart of our movement to guide and give heart to 
activists.’ Bhaskar Sunkara, founding editor of Jacobin Magazine

GRAPHIC NONFICTION 
May 2022
256pp 
Finished copies available
Rights held: World

SAM WALLMAN is a comics 
journalist and cartoonist based 
in Melbourne, Australia. His 
drawings have been published 
in The Guardian, The New York 
Times, The Age, the ABC, and 
SBS.
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Paul Clements Jan Morris  
life from both sides

The first full account of a truly remarkable life.

Travel writer and historian Jan Morris, author of Venice, Pax Britannica, 
Conundrum, and more than fifty other books, was known for her 
observational genius, lyricism, and humour. She earned a passionate 
readership around the world, and was considered one of Britain’s best-
loved writers when she passed away in 2020.

Morris’s life was no less fascinating than her oeuvre. Born James 
Humphry Morris in 1926, she spent a childhood amid Oxford’s 
Gothic beauty before embarking on military service in Italy and the 
Middle East, followed by a career as an internationally feted foreign 
correspondent. From being the only journalist to join the first ascent 
of Mount Everest in 1953 to covering the trial of Adolf Eichmann, 
Morris’s reportage spanned many of the twentieth century’s defining 
moments.

However, public success masked a private dilemma that was only 
resolved when she transitioned genders in the late sixties, becoming 
renowned as a transgender pioneer. She went on to live happily 
with her wife Elizabeth in Wales for another five decades, and never 
stopped writing and publishing.

• The first full biography of Jan Morris, prolific author and 
transgender pioneer

• Paul Clements knew Morris personally for thirty years, and 
published the first critical study of her work in 1998

• Brings together the many strands of Morris’s rich life for 
the first time, portraying a person of extraordinary talent, 
curiosity, and joie de vivre

‘Paul Clements’s enthralling biography brings one of the great figures 
of the English-speaking world in the late 20th century into focus for 
the first time.’ Robert McCrum 

‘ [S]uggests that Jan Morris was one of the greatest writers and 
one of the most astonishing humans to grace the stage of English 
literature ... her story bamboozles convention; her travels will remain 
unsurpassed. There are no prizes for the mighty living of life, only 
biographies. This will not be the last awarded to Jan Morris, but 
it will surely be judged the best. Beautifully written, fizzing with 
adventure, alight with the firework prose, humour, and chutzpah 
of its subject … Jan Morris’s was a life-changing life, and Paul 
Clements’s is a life-lighting book.’ Horatio Clare

BIOGRAPHY 
November 2022
608pp 
Manuscript available
Rights held: World

A journalist, author, and 
broadcaster, PAUL CLEMENTS 
is the author of five travel books 
and a biography of Richard 
Hayward, adapted for BBC 
television. He knew Jan Morris 
personally for thirty years, edited 
a collection of her work, and 
spent four months at Oxford 
University where he wrote the 
first critical study of her work, 
published by University of Wales 
Press. A former BBC assistant 
editor, he is a recipient of the 
Reuter Journalist’s Fellowship 
Programme, a Fellow of Green 
Templeton College, Oxford, and a 
Fellow of the Royal Geographical 
Society. He lives with his wife and 
son in Belfast.
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Tait Ischia  
(illus. Jacob Zinman-Jeanes)

Copywrong to Copywriter 

A practical guide to copywriting for small businesses, small 
organisations, sole traders, and lone rangers.

If you feel like you’ve got the wrong tone of voice, don’t understand 
the technicalities of grammar, or just don’t feel confident writing 
about yourself without sounding like an idiot, read this book!

Copywriter Tait Ischia is brief and to the point in an interesting 
and engaging way. Which is exactly what you want the words on 
your website/marketing stuff/professional bio to be too, right? Feel 
confident in what you say and how you say it when you put fingers to 
the keyboard. 

• Originally self-published, Copywrong to Copywriter has 
already sold over 4,000 copies in one independent bookstore 
alone

• Will appeal to a range of individuals and organisations that 
need help with writing effective and distinctive marketing 
materials

• Accessible and easy to follow, featuring helpful illustrations 
throughout

‘A fantastic way to up your copywriting game and grow more 
confident in your ability to use the right words.’ Michael Bascetta, 
small business owner 

‘Some of the best copywriting advice I’ve read. A great resource and a 
good read, too.’ Penny Modra, The Good Copy

BUSINESS WRITING 
January 2023
104pp 
Manuscript available
Rights held: World

TAIT ISCHIA is a copywriter, 
content strategist, and content 
experience designer from 
Melbourne. When he started 
out, he wrote radio, print, and 
TV ads. Now he plans, writes, 
and manages large website 
projects for big organisations 
with complex needs. He’s worked 
for gigantic multinationals, small 
businesses, arts organisations, 
ad agencies, start-ups, and the 
government. He’s also aware 
that most biographies tell you 
little about a person; this one is 
no exception.

JACOB ZINMAN-JEANES is an 
interaction and graphic designer, 
illustrator, and musician currently 
living in Melbourne. 
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Jill Stark Higher Sobriety 
my years without booze

What happened next? It’s the question Jill Stark has been 
asked most often since the publication of her acclaimed 
memoir, High Sobriety.

As one of the original pioneers in the ‘quit lit’ space, Jill Stark started 
a conversation about the role of alcohol in our lives, turning the lens 
on her own rocky relationship with booze and dissecting its cultural 
context.

Now, ten years later, she fills in the gaps on where life took her after 
she unwittingly became the poster girl for sobriety. In this updated 
edition, Jill charts her struggle to become a moderate drinker, the 
crippling ‘hangxiety’ that led to her quitting alcohol for good, and 
the ever-evolving journey of sober self-discovery.

Surviving six long lockdowns alcohol-free, Jill also looks at how the 
global pandemic tested her sobriety and shone a spotlight on the way 
alcohol has been sold as the cure for all our troubles. At the same time, 
the pandemic helped accelerate a shift in drinking habits, with the rise 
of the sober-curious movement and a booming non-alcoholic drinks 
industry proving there is a growing appetite for abstinence.

After feeling like a social pariah for so long, Jill embraces the joy of 
living life without alcohol, and meets a new generation of sober rebels 
who are radically redefining what it means to be alcohol-free. Now she 
feels prompted to ask the question, has sobriety become cool?

• The bestselling High Sobriety was an early publication in 
the ‘quit lit’ writing space, when the contemporary sobriety 
movement was first gaining traction

• Higher Sobriety now rides the wave of a rapidly rising sober-
curious movement and non-alcoholic drinks industry

• Stark has large social media followings and is active in public 
conversations about mental health, social issues, and sobriety

• Stark’s previous books have been translated into Arabic, 
Czech, Greek, Vietnamese, and Spanish 

PRAISE FOR HIGH SOBRIETY

‘A beautifully written book, immensely readable from start to finish, 
as profound as it is honest. Jill Stark spares nobody, least of all 
herself, as she weaves an account of her journeys ... While a deeply 
personal story, the lessons for society and decision-makers are 
there for all to see ... This should be on any reading lists for health 
professionals and students: it will teach them more than any number 
of textbooks.’ Professor Mike Daub, McCusker Centre for Action 
on Alcohol and Youth

MEMOIR/POPULAR SOCIOLGY 
January 2023
352pp 
Manuscript available
Rights held: World
Rights sold previous titles: 
When You’re Not OK — Arabic 
(Tashkeel); Czech (Beta); Greek 
(Dioptra); Vietnamese (Tre); 
Happy Never After — Spanish 
(Planeta) 

JILL STARK is an award-winning 
journalist, author, and mental 
health advocate, with a career 
spanning more than two decades 
in both the UK and Australia. 
She spent ten years at The Age 
covering health and social affairs. 
She now works as a freelance 
journalist, speechwriter, media 
consultant, content creator, and 
public speaker. Her first book, 
High Sobriety, was longlisted 
for the Walkley Book Award and 
shortlisted for the Kibble Literary 
Awards. Her other books, Happy 
Never After and When You’re Not 
OK, are mental health memoirs 
offering hope and connection to 
anyone doing it tough.
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Ross McMullin Life So Full of Promise

Acclaimed historian and biographer Ross McMullin has 
again combined prodigious research and narrative flair in 
this sequel to the award-winning Farewell, Dear People.

The death of 60,000 Australian soldiers during World War I was a 
catastrophic loss. In Farewell, Dear People, Ross McMullin gave shape 
to this loss by retrieving the stories of ten lost soldiers — individuals 
with extraordinary lives and futures cut short. 

McMullin’s second multi-biography about this lost generation 
features a collection of interwoven stories set in that defining era. The 
extended biographies give prominence not only to those who died, 
but also to their families and friends.

The rich cast of characters includes a talented barrister whose 
outstanding leadership enabled a momentous victory; an eminent 
newspaper editor who kept his community informed about the war 
while his sons were in the trenches; a soldier’s mother who became a 
political activist and Red Cross dynamo; and the most versatile top-
level sportsman Australia has ever known.

Also revealed is the untold story of an enthusiastic cricketer who 
was chosen in an Australian national side to tour England, and the 
surprising explanation for his decision not to go. In addition, there 
is a superb biography of a brilliant yet practically unknown cricketer 
whose stunning feat has never been matched. 

McMullin’s storytelling is superlative, illuminating, and profoundly 
moving, shedding light on the true scale of destruction and loss in war.

PRAISE FOR FAREWELL, DEAR PEOPLE

‘There is so much to admire and to praise in this book. The research 
is prodigious, the storytelling hypnotic, the confidence and clarity 
of the writer remarkable. Do not for a second think of this book 
as military history only … This is a rich book, to be sure. One that 
I read with such pleasure and admiration.’ Michael McKernan, 
Canberra Times

‘Farewell, Dear People is a powerful revelation of the lasting cost of 
the Great War — a deeply felt engagement with lost lives, and a 
superb union of research and writing.’ Peter Stanley, author of Men 
of Mont St Quentin

BIOGRAPHY/MILITARY HISTORY 
April 2023
608pp 
Rights held: World

ROSS MCMULLIN is an award-
winning historian, biographer, 
and storyteller. His book Farewell, 
Dear People: biographies of 
Australia’s lost generation won 
the Prime Minister’s Literary 
Award for Australian History 
and the Manning Clark House 
National Cultural Award. His 
biographies include Pompey 
Elliott, which also won multiple 
awards, and Will Dyson: 
Australia’s radical genius, and he 
assembled Elliott’s extraordinary 
letters in Pompey Elliott at War: 
in his own words. His political 
histories comprise The Light 
on the Hill and So Monstrous 
a Travesty: Chris Watson and 
the world’s first national labour 
government. During the 1970s he 
played first-grade district cricket 
in Melbourne.
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Kim Mahood Wandering with Intent

To essay means to try, to endeavour, to attempt — and to 
risk failure. For Kim Mahood, it is both a form of writing 
and an approach to life.

In these finely observed and probing essays, award-winning artist and 
writer Kim Mahood invites us to accompany her on the road and 
into the remote places of Australia, where she is engaged in long-
established collaborations of mapping, storytelling, and placemaking. 

Celebrated as one of the few Australian writers who both lives 
within and can articulate the complexities and tensions that arise 
in the spaces between Aboriginal and settler Australia, Mahood 
writes passionately and eloquently about the things that capture her 
senses and demand her attention — art, country, people, and writing. 
Her compelling evocation of desert landscapes and tender, wry 
observations of cross-cultural relationships describe people, places, 
and ways of living that are familiar to her but still strange to most 
non-Indigenous Australians. 

At once a testament to personal freedom and a powerful 
argument for Indigenous self-determination, Wandering with Intent 
demonstrates, with candour, humour, and hope, how necessary and 
precious it is for each of us to choose how to live.

‘Wandering with Intent rises beacon-like from turbulent ground. 
Characterised by rare grace and care, and often unfurling into beauty, 
Mahood’s essays are essential: anyone driven to understand how the 
faultlines between black and white Australia might shape us for the 
better should read this book immediately.’ Quentin Sprague, author 
of The Stranger Artist

PRAISE FOR POSITION DOUBTFUL

‘Position Doubtful probes through layers of understanding of the 
people and land where [Mahood] was born, across the Tanami 
Desert to the East Kimberley; it is rich with insights delivered with 
sensitivity and honesty.’ Susan Lever, Australian Book Review

LITERARY ESSAYS 
November 2022
256pp 
Manuscript available
Rights held: World

KIM MAHOOD is a writer and 
artist who grew up in Central 
Australia and on Tanami Downs 
Station. She has worked closely 
with Aboriginal people across 
Australia’s desert regions, 
maintains strong connections 
with Warlpiri and Walmajarri 
people, and has extensive 
experience in cultural and 
environmental mapping projects 
in the Tanami and Great Sandy 
Desert, western New South 
Wales, the Top End, Perth, 
Fremantle, and the Great Victoria 
Desert. She is the author of 
two previous nonfiction books: 
Craft for a Dry Lake (2000) and 
Position Doubtful (2016), and 
the co-editor of Desert Lake: 
art, science, and stories from 
Paruku (2013). Her work has 
received numerous awards, and 
is published in literary, art, and 
current affairs journals.
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Louise Omer Holy Woman  
a divine adventure

Louise Omer was a Pentecostal preacher and faithful wife. 
But when her marriage crumbled, so did her beliefs.

Haunted by questions about what it means to be female in a religion 
that worships a male God, she left behind a church and home to ask 
women around the world: how can we exist in patriarchal religion? 
And can a woman be holy?

With $500 in her pocket and the conviction that she was following 
a divine path, Louise began a pilgrimage that has taken her to Mexican 
basilicas, Swedish cathedrals, Bulgarian mountains, and Moroccan 
mosques.

Holy Woman combines travel writing, feminist theology, and 
confessional memoir to interrogate modern religion and give a raw 
and personal exploration of spiritual life under patriarchy.

• Spans the globe and many different religious traditions
• For readers of Meghan O’Gieblyn, Cheryl Strayed, and 

Elizabeth Gilbert
• Curious and perceptive, offering a perspective on religion 

and spiritual life that is rarely considered

‘Omer leads by example, showing us how to re-imagine heroism, 
grace, and redemption — above all, in our own lives. A vital story, 
so powerfully written.’ Sarah Krasnostein, author of The Trauma 
Cleaner and The Believer

‘[A]n accomplished work of narrative nonfiction that does what the 
best memoirs should, in using personal experience and reflection as 
a springboard for an in-depth interrogation of society and culture. 
It’s an intelligent and fiercely felt piece of writing that urges readers 
to think deeply, and to find their own ways to be holy, whatever that 
might look like.’ Giselle Au-Nhien Nguyen, The Sydney Morning 
Herald 

‘Her writing is riveting and genuinely insightful … Her descriptions 
of herself as a teenager who fell into religion as both a way to feel 
normal and to feel exceptional, and, most stunningly, the intricacies 
of her marriage, are astoundingly good passages.’ Lucy Sweeney 
Byrne, The Irish Times

MEMOIR 
July 2022
320pp 
Finished copies available
Rights held: World

LOUISE OMER is a writer born 
on Kaurna Country, with essays, 
criticism, and poetry published 
in The Guardian, The Saturday 
Paper, The Lifted Brow, and 
more. Beyond Australia, she has 
lived in Scotland and Ireland, 
and has a heart connection to 
many lands, seas, and people.
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Veronica Gorrie Black and Blue  
a memoir of racism and resilience

WINNER OF THE 2022 VICTORIAN PRIZE FOR LITERATURE
WINNER OF THE 2022 VICTORIAN PREMIER’S PRIZE FOR 
INDIGENOUS WRITING
SHORTLISTED FOR THE 2022 VICTORIAN PREMIER’S PRIZE  
FOR NONFICTION

The story of an Aboriginal woman who worked as a police 
officer and fought for justice both within and beyond the 
police force, this is a memoir of remarkable fortitude and 
resilience, told with wit, wisdom, and great heart.

A proud Gunai/Kurnai woman, Veronica Gorrie grew up dauntless, 
full of cheek and a fierce sense of justice. After watching her friends 
and family suffer under a deeply compromised law-enforcement 
system, Gorrie signed up for training to become one of a rare few 
Aboriginal police officers in Australia. In her ten years in the force, 
she witnessed appalling institutional racism and sexism, and fought 
past those things to provide courageous and compassionate service to 
civilians in need, many Aboriginal themselves. 

With a great gift for storytelling and a wicked sense of humour, 
Gorrie frankly and movingly explores the impact of racism on her 
family and her life, the impact of intergenerational trauma resulting 
from cultural dispossession, and the inevitable difficulties of making 
her way as an Aboriginal woman in the white-and-male-dominated 
workplace of the police force.

‘Couldn’t put it down. I thought of A.B. Facey as I read her 
astounding journey.’ Melissa Lucashenko, Miles Franklin Award–
winning author of Too Much Lip

‘Gorrie’s distinctly Indigenous storytelling makes us feel like we 
are sitting with her by the fire in the backyard listening to the 
resounding immediacy of her words.’ 2022 Victorian Premier’s 
Literary Awards judges’ comments

‘The extraordinary kind of memoir that has you laughing and then, 
in the next paragraph, feeling like all the wind has been taken out  
of you with shock. Her voice is so clear and sharp it feels at times 
like she is talking directly to you.’ Bridie Jabour, The Guardian  
25 Best Australian Books of 2021

‘[S]hould be mandatory reading material for all emerging and 
current cops … Women who have historically been silenced:  
now more than ever, we need to be reading their stories.’  
Jessie Tu, The Sydney Morning Herald

MEMOIR 
March 2021
256pp 
Finished copies available
Rights held: World

VERONICA GORRIE is a Gunai/
Kurnai woman who lives and 
writes in Victoria. She spent ten 
years in the police force and 
is an avid campaigner against 
family violence and Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander deaths 
in custody. Black and Blue is her 
first book.
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Rebecca Giggs Fathoms  
the world in the whale

WINNER OF THE 2021 ANDREW CARNEGIE MEDAL FOR EXCELLENCE
WINNER OF THE 2020 NIB LITERARY AWARD
SHORTLISTED FOR THE 2021 STELLA PRIZE
HIGHLY COMMENDED IN THE WAINWRIGHT PRIZE FOR WRITING 
ON GLOBAL CONSERVATION
SHORTLISTED FOR THE 2021 PEN/E.O. LITERARY SCIENCE 
WRITING AWARD
SHORTLISTED FOR THE 2020 KIRKUS PRIZE FOR NONFICTION.

In the spirit of Rachel Carson and John Berger, Fathoms is 
a work of profound insight and wonder, marking the arrival 
of an essential new voice in narrative nonfiction.

When Rebecca Giggs encountered a humpback whale stranded on 
her local beach, she began to wonder how the lives of whales might 
shed light on the condition of our seas. How do whales experience 
environmental change? Has our connection to these fabled animals 
been transformed by technology? What future awaits us, and them? 
And what does it mean to write about nature in the midst of an 
ecological crisis?

In Fathoms: the world in the whale, Giggs blends natural history, 
philosophy, and science to explore these questions with clarity and 
hope, providing us with a powerful, surprising, and compelling view 
of some of the most urgent issues of our time. 

‘Fathoms is perhaps the finest book written about whales since Moby 
Dick was published 170 years ago.’ New York Review of Books

‘Earns its place in the pantheon of classics of the new golden age of 
environmental writing.’ LitHub

‘Masterly.’ The New Yorker

‘Widens the aperture of our attention with a literary style so stunning 
that the reader may forget to blink.’ The Wall Street Journal

‘The book is a masterpiece ... If a whale warrants a pause, then Fathoms  
warrants many.’ Tim Flannery

‘[A] delving, haunted, and poetic debut.’ The New York Times Book 
Review

‘A thoughtful, ambitiously crafted appeal for the preservation of 
marine mammals.’ Kirkus, starred review 

NARRATIVE NONFICTION/
NATURE 
April 2020
368pp 
Finished copies available
Rights held: World
Rights sold: North American 
(S&S); Italian (Aboca Edizioni); 
Korean (BADA Publishing); 
Slovakian (IKAR); Chinese 
(Simplified) (Shanghai 99); 
Spanish (Capitan Swing)

REBECCA GIGGS is a writer from 
Perth, Western Australia. Her 
work has been widely published, 
including in Best Australian 
Essays, Best Australian Science 
Writing, Best Australian Stories, 
Granta, Aeon, The Atlantic, The 
New York Times Magazine, and 
the Griffith Review. Rebecca’s 
nonfiction focuses on how people 
feel about, and feel for, animals 
in a time of technological change 
and ecological crisis.
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Can we promise future generations a life free of sexual violence, in which their 
sexual wellbeing will be protected?  

As a sexual offences prosecutor, Katrina Marson worked for an institution that could 
only respond, one case at a time, to sexual violence once the damage was already done. 
During her decade on the job, she returned repeatedly to a single question: what 
could have been done to prevent this?

In 2019 she left the justice system to travel abroad on a Churchill Fellowship, 
where she witnessed first-hand the power of sexuality education to safeguard sexual 
wellbeing and act as a protective factor against sexual violence. Combining her 
criminal law experience with her international research on sex education, Marson’s 
perspective is unique, looking in two directions at once. In this book, she exposes the 
limits of the criminal justice system and the fault lines in our society when it comes 
to sex, sexuality, and relationships. Moving between stories of heartbreak and hope, 
she makes the case for a cultural shift towards sexual wellbeing and preventing sexual 
violence in the first place. 

KATRINA MARSON has been researching the protective power of sex-ed for a 
decade. She has worked as a criminal lawyer, primarily in the areas of family 
violence and sexual offences, and undertook a Churchill Fellowship in 2019. She is 
the lead researcher of primary prevention at Rape and Sexual Assault Research 
and Advocacy and is the president of the Relationships and Sexuality Education 
Alliance in the ACT.

SOCIAL SCIENCE 
August 2022 
272pp
Finished copies available
Rights held: World  
(ex. North America)

Katrina Marson Legitimate Sexpectations

Jeff Sparrow Crimes Against Nature
A polemic about global warming and the environmental crisis, which argues 
that ordinary people have consistently opposed the destruction of nature, and 
provide an untapped constituency for climate action.

Sparrow offers a very different take on the most important issue of our time. Inverting 
the familiar narrative about global warming — the one in which we are all to blame 

— this book shows how, again and again, pollution and ecological devastation have 
been imposed on the population without our consent and (often) against our will. 
From histories of destruction, it distils stories of hope, highlighting the repeated 
yearning for a more sustainable world. In the era of climate strikes, viral outbreaks, 
and Extinction Rebellion, Crimes Against Nature moves from ancient Australia to 
the ‘corpse economy’ of Georgian Britain to the ‘Kitchen Debate’ of the Cold War, 
to present an unexpected and optimistic environmental history — one that identifies 
ordinary people not as a collective problem but as a powerful force for change.

JEFF SPARROW is a writer, editor, broadcaster, and Walkley Award–winning 
journalist. He is a columnist for The Guardian Australia, a former Breakfaster at 
Melbourne’s 3RRR, and a past editor of Overland literary journal. His most recent 
books are Fascists Among Us: online hate and the Christchurch massacre; Trigger 
Warnings: political correctness and the rise of the right; and No Way But This: in 
search of Paul Robeson. He lectures at the Centre for Advancing Journalism at the 
University of Melbourne.

CLIMATE CHANGE 
November 2021 
240pp
Finished copies available
Rights held: World
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Annaleese Jochems Loving Him

From the author of Baby, a slow-burning psychological 
thriller about a young wife dangerously obsessed with her 
husband’s criminal nephew.

Marrying Wayne is the radical act of Eve’s life. Rejecting her city 
upbringing, she quits her job and moves to his farm in the remote 
New Zealand countryside. 

Wayne’s success and social standing means she can have anything 
she wants — but what does Eve want? Embracing her role as a farmer’s 
wife, she tends the garden, cooks for her husband, coordinates their 
social life, and judges the local future-homemaker awards. But 
something is missing. She craves excitement. Be careful what you wish 
for, Eve …

When Wayne’s nephew Luke gets out of prison and comes to work 
on the farm, Eve’s seemingly idyllic life is upended, and she finds 
herself drawn into a dangerous game that will force her to decide who 
she really is and what she really wants.

• Suspenseful and engrossing, with a rural New Zealand 
setting

• For fans of J.P. Pomare, Anna Downes, and Laura Elizabeth 
Woollett

• Jochems’s critically acclaimed first novel, Baby, won the 
International Institute of Modern Letters’ Adam Prize and 
the Hubert Church Best First Book Award

PRAISE FOR BABY

‘Sultry, sinister, hilarious, and demented, Baby blazes with 
intelligence and murderous black humour. Heavenly Creatures for 
a new generation.’ Eleanor Catton, Man Booker Prize–winning 
author of The Luminaries

‘A memorable addition to the growing coteries of unapologetic 
antiheroines (dis)gracing the pages of contemporary fiction … 
There are echoes here of Megan Abbott, Emma Cline, Zoë Heller, 
and Miranda July: writers drawn to the intricacies and ferocious 
possibilities of female friendship.’ Beejay Silcox, The Guardian

‘It’s easy to see why this dark comic thriller has been compared to 
works by queen of the genre Patricia Highsmith.’ Elle

LITERARY FICTION
August 2023
224pp
Rights held: World  
(ex. New Zealand)

ANNALEESE JOCHEMS was born 
in 1994 and grew up in Northland, 
New Zealand. She won the 
2016 Adam Prize from the 
International Institute of Modern 
Letters and the 2018 Hubert 
Church Best First Book Award for 
Fiction for Baby, which is her first 
book.

Author photograph © Victoria Birkinshaw

2019
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Laura Jean McKay Gunflower

A startling new collection of short fiction from the Arthur 
C. Clarke Award–winning author of The Animals in That 
Country.

A family of cat farmers gets the chance to set the felines free, while 
on another remote farm, a group of chickens tells it like it is. A 
supermarket worker takes a stand with a cigarette. A female-crewed 
ship ploughs through the patriarchy. 

Gunflower offers hallucinogenic glimpses into places where dreams 
overtake reality, where childhood is lived again, where people turn 
into animals, and where animals talk about their experiences — stories 
that explode and bloom in astounding ways. Readers will glimpse, in 
some stories, the origins of ideas that The Animals in That Country so 
deftly took up; other stories depict stranger possible futures. 

Charting the political, ecological, and bodily themes that are the 
backbone of McKay’s work, this exciting new collection is deeply 
engaged with the world, both as it is and as it could be, and is set to 
further propel McKay’s international acclaim.

• For readers of Carmen Maria Machado, Ceridwen Dovey, 
and Nic Low

• The Animals in That Country is an international sensation 
that has won, as well as the most prestigious science fiction 
award in the world, the Victorian Prize for Literature, the 
Victorian Premier’s Literary Award for Fiction, the ABIA 
Small Publishers’ Adult Book of the Year award and the 
Aurealis Award for Best Science Fiction Novel

• Gunflower will further showcase McKay’s signature wit, 
originality, and prescience 

PRAISE FOR THE ANIMALS IN THAT COUNTRY

‘This is an absorbing and affecting book, and one to which I’m able 
to pay the highest compliment: that, in the days after finishing it, 
the world felt different to me, its animals not speaking but not silent 
either.’ Ben Brooker, Australian Book Review

‘This is prose on high alert, hackles up and teeth bared in every 
sentence. The novel becomes both a stirring attempt to inhabit other 
consciousnesses and a wry demonstration of the limits of our own 
language and empathy.’ Justine Jordan, The Guardian

‘Engrossing, subversive, and surprisingly profound, The Animals in 
That Country does something only the best fiction can do: it has the 
power to skew the reader’s perspective on the world.’ J.P. Pomare, 
author of Call Me Evie

LITERARY FICTION (SHORT 
STORIES)
October 2023
272pp
Rights held: World

LAURA JEAN MCKAY is the author 
of The Animals in That Country 
(2020) — winner of The Arthur C. 
Clarke Award, The Victorian Prize 
for Literature, the ABIA Small 
Publishers’ Adult Book of the Year, 
and co-winner of the Aurealis 
Award for Best Science Fiction 
Novel. Laura is also the author of 
Holiday in Cambodia (Black Inc., 
2013) and an Adjunct Lecturer 
in Creative Writing at Massey 
University. She was awarded 
the NZSA Waitangi Day Literary 
Honours in 2022.
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Robert Gott Naked Ambition

‘You’re a politician, a public figure. What on earth were you 
thinking?’

Up-and-coming junior politician Gregory Buchanan has had his 
portrait painted by the acclaimed artist Sophie White — a painting 
she intends to enter in this year’s Archibald Prize, a prestigious award 
for portraiture. Gregory has hung it proudly on his dining room wall. 
It’s a life-sized portrait, practically photographic in nature. And it’s a 
nude.

His wife will be home soon and he thinks the painting will be a 
pleasant surprise. Another surprise comes in the form of an unexpected 
group of guests — his sardonic mother, his fundamentalist mother-
in-law, his lesbian sister, and the state premier, Louisa Wetherly, who 
announces that a senior minister has just resigned in scandalous 
circumstances, and she needs Gregory to step into the spotlight ahead 
of the coming election.

It’s going to be a wild afternoon, and an even wilder campaign — 
to harness Gregory’s naked ambition.

• Featuring the wit of Oscar Wilde and the political sensibility 
of Yes Minister

• An uproarious comedy of modern manners, skewering 
ambition, vanity, marriages of convenience, contemporary 
art, and religious fundamentalism

• Gott is the author of the acclaimed Murders series, and has 
earned a reputation as a master of plot and suspense 

PRAISE FOR THE ORCHARD MURDERS

‘If you know your Robert Gott novels, you’ll know what’s good here: 
crystalline prose, gruesome violence, attention to historical accuracy, 
sly humour, and a couple of genuinely unsettling moral quandaries.’ 
Jock Serong, The Australian

‘Gott is at the top of his game.’ Emma Viskic

‘Gott’s use of language in this finely written book is superb. He is 
an exceptional storyteller, and the plot unfolds effortlessly.’ Julia 
Jackson, Readings

FICTION
May 2023
240pp
Rights held: World

ROBERT GOTT was born 
in the Queensland town of 
Maryborough in 1957, and 
lives in Melbourne. He has 
published many books for 
children, and is also the creator 
of the newspaper cartoon The 
Adventures of Naked Man. He is 
the author of the William Power 
series of crime-caper novels set 
in 1940s Australia, comprising 
Good Murder, A Thing of Blood, 
Amongst the Dead, and The 
Serpent’s Sting, and of the 
Murders series, comprising The 
Holiday Murders, The Port Fairy 
Murders, The Autumn Murders, 
and The Orchard Murders.
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Jay Carmichael Marlo

The stunning new novel from the author of Ironbark, for 
readers of Patricia Highsmith.

It’s the 1950s in conservative Australia, and Christopher, a young 
gay man, moves to ‘the City’ to escape the repressive atmosphere of 
his tiny hometown. Once there, however, he finds it is censorial and 
punitive in its own way.

When Christopher meets Morgan, the two fall in love — a love 
that breathes truth back into Christopher’s stifled life. But the society 
around them remains rigid and unchanging, and what begins as a 
refuge for both men inevitably buckles as they navigate a world that 
wants them to refuse what they are. Will their devotion be enough to 
keep them together?

Reviving a time that is still so recent yet so vastly different from 
now, Jay Carmichael has drawn on archival material, snippets of 
newspaper articles, and photos to illustrate the environment in which 
these two men lived and loved. Told with Carmichael’s ear for sparse, 
poetic beauty, Marlo takes us into the landscape of a relationship 
defined as much by what is said and shared as by what has to remain 
unsaid.

• Explores the claustrophobia of queer life in a hostile era, in 
the vein of Patricia Highsmith 

• Featuring photographs from the Australian Queer Archives
• Carmichael is a distinctive young talent whose work has 

already won widespread critical acclaim

‘Falling in love can be terrifying and all the harder when the laws 
of the land are against you. Marlo is a deeply affecting novel; 
tender and brutal by turn.’ Sophie Cunningham, author of This 
Devastating Fever

‘What’s most striking about Marlo is its quiet dignity, the lightness 
of touch with which Carmichael tells this story, which is about 
recognition and discovery as much as it is about love ... Carmichael’s 
reclaiming of a sidelined history is defiantly hopeful too, resisting 
tragedy and seeking out forgotten joys instead.’ Fiona Wright, 
author of Small Acts of Disappearance

‘Even in its brevity, Marlo offers a glorious peek into historical gaps 
that were far from uninhabited.’ Stephen A. Russell, The Saturday 
Paper

LITERARY FICTION
August 2022
160pp
Finished copies available
Rights held: World

JAY CARMICHAEL is a writer  
and editor. His first novel, 
Ironbark, was shortlisted for  
the Victorian Premier’s Award 
for an Unpublished Manuscript 
in 2016. His writing has been 
published by beyondblue and 
has appeared widely in print and 
online, including in Overland,  
The Guardian, SBS, and The 
Telling Tree project. Jay lives  
and works in Melbourne.
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Laura Elizabeth Woollett The Newcomer

There’s no such thing as a perfect victim. 

In a hotel room on a sleepy Pacific island, Judy Novak waits. And 
worries. It isn’t the first time 29-year-old problem child Paulina has 
kept her mother waiting. But Judy can’t ignore the island’s jagged cliffs 
and towering pines — or the dread that Paulina has finally acted on 
her threats to take her own life.

When Paulina’s body is discovered, Judy’s worst fears seem 
confirmed. Only, Paulina didn’t kill herself. She was murdered.

So begins a thorny investigation, wherein every man on the island 
is a suspect yet none are as maligned as Paulina: the captivating 
newcomer known for her hard drinking, disastrous relationships, and 
habit of walking alone.

But, above all, Paulina is her mother’s daughter. And death won’t 
stop Judy Novak from fighting for Paulina’s life.

Based on a real-life murder, The Newcomer is a compulsive 
psychological drama that subverts crime tropes to interrogate the 
true aftermath and injustice of murder and the societal complicity in 
gendered violence.

• Film rights optioned with Endemol/Shine for a limited 
television series

• Perfect for readers of Jacqueline Bublitz and Emily Maguire
• A gripping page-turner with a unique structure, that will leave 

readers questioning their own judgments and perceptions

‘A cleverly written, gripping read that takes the classic crime fiction 
format and flips it by asking, what happens when the unlikeable 
victim is murdered?’ Zoya Patel, The Canberra Times

‘Haunting. Raw. Compulsive. I can’t stop thinking about it.’  
Anna Snoekstra, author of Only Daughter 

‘[M]anipulates the structure of the crime novel, the suspense of the 
whodunnit, to destabilise the idea that there is ever one perpetrator 
of a crime … weaving together a story of grief and unhappiness with 
a compelling crime narrative.’ Bec Kavanagh, The Guardian

‘Unlike many crime novels, the victim sits at the heart of  
The Newcomer. Woollett shows deep empathy for her characters, 
while delivering an immersive, utterly gripping story.’  
Mark Brandi, author of Wimmera 

‘With a fast-paced narrative and a complex central character,  
this is a searing exploration of sexual violence and victimhood.’ 
Catherine Noske, author of The Salt Madonna

LITERARY FICTION/CRIME 
July 2021 
368pp
Finished copies available
Rights held: World  
(ex. North America) 
Film rights optioned  
(Endemol/Shine)

LAURA ELIZABETH WOOLLETT 
is the author of a short story 
collection, The Love of a Bad 
Man (2016), and two novels, 
Beautiful Revolutionary (2018) 
and The Newcomer. The Love of 
a Bad Man was shortlisted for 
the Victorian Premier’s Literary 
Award for Fiction and the Ned 
Kelly Award for Best First Fiction. 
Beautiful Revolutionary was 
shortlisted for the 2019 Prime 
Minister’s Literary Award for 
Fiction, the Australian Literature 
Society Gold Medal, and the 
Kathleen Mitchell Award. Laura 
was the City of Melbourne’s 2020 
Boyd Garret writer-in-residence 
and is a 2020-22 Marten Bequest 
scholar for prose.
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Shortlisted for the Prime Minister’s Literary Award for Fiction, the Australian 
Literature Society Gold Medal, and the Kathleen Mitchell Award. 

In the summer of 1968, Evelyn Lynden is at war with herself. Minister’s daughter. 
Atheist. Independent woman. Frustrated wife. Following her conscientious-objector 
husband Lenny to Evergreen Valley, California, Evelyn wants to be happy. Yet as 
the world is rocked by warfare and political assassinations, by racial discrimination 
and social upheaval, she finds herself disillusioned with Lenny’s passive ways — and 
anxious for a saviour. Enter the Reverend Jim Jones, dynamic leader of a revolutionary 
church called the Peoples Temple. As Evelyn grows closer to Jones, her marriage is 
just the first casualty of his rise to power. Meticulously researched, elegantly written, 
and utterly engrossing, Beautiful Revolutionary explores the allure of the real-life 
charismatic leader who would destroy so many. 

‘Woollett turns a dark chapter in US history into a deeply human, satisfying read 
for fans of Emma Cline’s The Girls.’ Booklist

‘[An] utterly intoxicating portrait of the lives of those seeking to build something 
new in a world that seemed to be losing its mind … weaves a suspenseful and 
complex story about people — of their dreams, beliefs, ideals, and lives all coming 
to a horrific end.’ Sarah Schmidt, author of See What I Have Done

‘If you loved The Girls or Netflix’s Wild Wild Country, this one’s for you.’ Elle

LITERARY FICTION 
July 2018 
416pp
Finished copies available
Rights held: World

Laura Elizabeth 
Woollett

Beautiful Revolutionary

Laura Elizabeth 
Woollett 

The Love of a Bad Man

Shortlisted for the Victorian Premier’s Literary Award for Fiction and the Ned 
Kelly Award for Best First Fiction.

A schoolgirl catches the eye of the future leader of Nazi Germany. An aspiring 
playwright writes to a convicted serial killer, seeking inspiration. A pair of childhood 
sweethearts reunite to commit rape and murder. A devoted Mormon wife follows her 
husband into the wilderness after he declares himself a prophet.

The twelve stories in The Love of a Bad Man imagine the lives of real women, all of 
whom were the lovers, wives, or mistresses of various ‘bad’ men in history. Beautifully 
observed, fascinating, and at times horrifying, the stories interrogate power, the 
nature of obsession, and the lengths some women will go to for the men they love.

‘Like Helen Garner, Laura Woollett is impelled to explore the darkest corners 
of the human heart, the savage cognitive distortions of love; to understand and 
empathise with the monstrous, rather than to instinctively recoil or judge … 
Woollett’s pitch-perfect command of narrative voice, period, and psychology 
creates 12 tales to fascinate and unnerve.’ The Age

LAURA ELIZABETH WOOLLETT is the author of a short story collection, The Love 
of a Bad Man (2016), and two novels, Beautiful Revolutionary (2018) and The 
Newcomer (2021). Laura was the City of Melbourne’s 2020 Boyd Garret writer-in-
residence and is a 2020-22 Marten Bequest scholar for prose.

LITERARY FICTION (SHORT 
STORIES) 
August 2016 
240pp
Finished copies available
Rights held: World
Film rights optioned (Diga 
Studios)
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WINNER OF THE 2022 AGE BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD
A sharp, wry, darkly probing reflection on intergenerational bonds, 
technological and environmental dystopias, and the search for belonging in a 
rapidly changing world. For readers of Ben Lerner and anyone fascinated by 
cults.

In present-day Melbourne, a man attempts to piece together the mystery of his 
father’s apparent suicide, as his young family slowly implodes. At the ashram  
of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, in 1976, a man searching for salvation confronts his 
capacity for violence. And in a not-too-distant future, a woman travels through a  
climate-ravaged landscape to visit her estranged father. In Moonland is a portrait 
of three generations, each grappling with their own mortality. Spanning the wild 
idealism of the 70s to the fragile hope of the future, it is a novel about the struggle 
for transcendence and the reverberating effects of family bonds. This long-awaited 
second novel from the award-winning author of Fever of Animals affirms his 
reputation as one of Australia’s most interesting contemporary fiction writers.

‘A joy to read.’ Helen Garner

‘Observant, sublime prose.’ Tara June Winch, award-winning author of The Yield

‘Epic in scope … a skilful and existential examination of humanity in the 
Anthropocene.’ Brad Jeffries, Books+Publishing

MILES ALLINSON is a writer and an artist, and the author of the multi-award-
winning novel Fever of Animals. He lives in Melbourne.

LITERARY FICTION 
August 2021 
256pp
Finished copies available
Rights held: World

Miles Allinson In Moonland

Tania Chandler All That I Remember About  
Dean Cola
For readers of Call Me Evie by J.P. Pomare, An Isolated Incident by Emily 
Maguire, and The Dark Lake by Sarah Bailey, a compelling portrait of mental 
illness, memory, and how past traumas can haunt our present.

Sidney is happily married to her firefighter husband and thinking about having a 
child, but her life has been marred by psychotic breakdowns, starting with the 
aftermath of a fire that disfigured her hands as a teenager. Haunted by memories of 
Dean Cola — the teenage crush who is an essential piece of the puzzle that is her 
past — she returns to the town where she grew up. Something unthinkable happened 
there, but is she strong enough to face it?

‘A vivid and compelling novel of character, community, and the past. With 
exquisitely rendered psychological subtlety and unflinching gaze, it peels back the 
layers of memory, trauma, and time.’ Lucy Treloar, author of Wolfe Island

‘A heart-shaking and unputdownable novel about perception. About the multitude 
of dangers in people and in words, the complexity of memory and trauma, and the 
depths of truth in emotion.’ Angela Meyer, author of A Superior Spectre

TANIA CHANDLER is a Melbourne-based writer, writing teacher, and editor.  
All That I Remember About Dean Cola is her third novel.

FICTION 
June 2021 
304pp
Finished copies available
Rights held: World
Rights sold previous titles  
(Dead in the Water and 
Please Don’t Leave Me 
Here): Polish (Wizard Media); 
German (Suhrkamp)
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Laura Jean McKay The Animals in That Country

WINNER OF THE 2021 ARTHUR C. CLARKE AWARD, THE 2021 
VICTORIAN PRIZE FOR LITERATURE, THE 2021 VICTORIAN 
PREMIER’S LITERARY AWARD FOR FICTION, THE 2021 ABIA SMALL 
PUBLISHERS’ ADULT BOOK OF THE YEAR AND THE AUREALIS 
AWARD FOR BEST SCIENCE FICTION NOVEL
LONGLISTED FOR THE MILES FRANKLIN AWARD
SHORTLISTED FOR THE STELLA PRIZE AND THE READINGS PRIZE 
FOR NEW AUSTRALIAN FICTION
A SLATE AND SUNDAY TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR

Out on the road, no one speaks, everything talks.

Hard-drinking, foul-mouthed, and allergic to bullshit, Jean is not 
your usual grandma. She’s never been good at getting on with other 
humans, apart from her beloved granddaughter, Kimberly. Instead, 
she surrounds herself with animals, working as a guide in an outback 
wildlife park. And although Jean talks to all her charges, she has a 
particular soft spot for a young dingo called Sue.

As disturbing news arrives of a pandemic sweeping the country, 
Jean realises this is no ordinary flu: its chief symptom is that its victims 
begin to understand the language of animals. As the flu progresses, the 
unstoppable voices become overwhelming, and many people begin 
to lose their minds, including Jean’s infected son, Lee. When he takes 
off with Kimberly, heading south, Jean feels the pull to follow her kin.

Setting off on their trail, with Sue the dingo riding shotgun, 
they find themselves in a stark, strange world in which the animal 
apocalypse has only further isolated people from other species. Bold, 
exhilarating, and wholly original, The Animals in That Country asks 
what would happen, for better or worse, if we finally understood what 
animals were saying.

‘The Animals in That Country will be the wildest ride you take all 
year.’ Maria Takolander, The Saturday Paper

‘[A] game-changing, life-changing novel … Compulsively readable 
and yet also pushing the boundaries of what is possible in terms of 
language and narrative, this is a brilliant and disturbing book that 
will make you rethink everything you thought you understood 
about non-human animal sentience and agency.’ Ceridwen Dovey, 
author of Only the Animals 

‘A wildly inventive dystopian adventure … Both a hell of a ride and a 
revealing thought experiment about our place in the natural world.’ 
Dan Kois, Slate

LITERARY FICTION/SCI-FI
March 2020
304pp
Finished copies available
Rights held: World
Rights sold: Russian (Polyandria 
No Age); Italian (Il Margine) 
Film rights optioned (Hoodlum)

LAURA JEAN MCKAY is the author 
of The Animals in That Country 
(2020) — winner of The Arthur C. 
Clarke Award, The Victorian Prize 
for Literature, the ABIA Small 
Publishers’ Adult Book of the Year, 
and co-winner of the Aurealis 
Award for Best Science Fiction 
Novel. Laura is also the author of 
Holiday in Cambodia (Black Inc., 
2013) and an Adjunct Lecturer 
in Creative Writing at Massey 
University. She was awarded 
the NZSA Waitangi Day Literary 
Honours in 2022.
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A brilliant debut novel from a neurodiverse author that explores a young 
woman’s magical, sensitive, and passionate inner world. 

A young woman gets ready to go to a party. She arrives, feels overwhelmed, leaves, and 
then returns. Minutely attuned to the people who come into her view, and alternating 
between alienation and profound connection, she is hilarious, self-aware, sometimes 
acerbic, and always honest. And by the end of the night, she’s shown us something 
radical about love, loss, and the need to belong.
 
Scribe recently acquired rights in Madeleine’s new novel, The Knowing, which 
will be published in late 2023. 
 
‘I want every novel to be this fiercely authentic, this assured, this untethered from 
the status quo. Madeleine Ryan is a wholly original writer; this debut announces a 
tremendous talent.’ Kimberly King Parsons, author of Black Light

‘A delicious slice of life on the spectrum … rather than pandering to a pathologised 
external gaze, Ryan’s narrator evokes how many autistic people see ourselves: the 
normal ones in a sea of non-autistic weirdos.’ Naoise Dolan, The Irish Times 

MADELEINE RYAN is an Australian writer, director, and actor. She’s been widely 
published in Australia and overseas, including in The New York Times, Lenny 
Letter, Bustle, The Age, The Daily Telegraph, Vice, SBS, and The Sydney Morning 
Herald. She currently lives in rural Victoria.

LITERARY FICTION 
March 2021 
304pp
Finished copies available
Rights held: World (ex. North 
America, Russia)
Film rights optioned 
(announcement to come)

Madeleine Ryan A Room Called Earth

Luke Jackson and 
Kelly Jackson  
(illus. Mara Wild) 

Two-Week Wait: an IVF story

A graphic novel based on the IVF stories of its husband-and-wife authors 
and the 1-in-50 couples like them, taking us intimately into the lives of their 
characters in a way that only fiction can. Illustrations render the story in 
expressive, dynamic art reminiscent of Alison Bechdel.

Conrad and Joanne met in university and became inseparable. It felt like they had 
all the time in the world. Yet when they are ready to have kids, they find that getting 
pregnant isn’t always easy. Ahead lies a difficult, expensive emotional journey into the 
world of assisted fertility, where each ‘successful’ implantation is followed by a two-
week wait to see if the pregnancy takes. Joanne and Conrad, their friends, family, and 
medical practitioners experience highs and lows, tears and laughter in this sensitive 
but unflinching portrayal of the hope and heartbreak offered by modern medicine.
 
‘[A]compassionate story about the struggle to conceive … Wild’s loose, fluid, 
warmly coloured pencil art perfectly complements the script … a touchstone for 
any reader dealing with IVF.’ Publishers Weekly

LUKE JACKSON is a teacher and the author of novels, games, and films. He and his 
wife, Kelly, began their own IVF journey in 2011, and are now parents of two daughters. 

KELLY JACKSON is a teacher and educational writer. She and her husband,  
Luke, began their own IVF journey in 2011, and are now parents of two daughters. 
Two-Week Wait: an IVF story is their first novel.

MARA WILD lives and works in Hamburg, Germany, as a freelance illustrator 
and animator, mostly doing multimedia artwork. She met Luke while studying in 
Melbourne.

GRAPHIC NOVEL 
May 2021 
160pp
Finished copies available
Rights held: World
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Insomnia
Marina Benjamin

In a bravura piece of writing, Marina Benjamin has produced an unsettling account of an unsettling 
condition that treats our inability to sleep not as a disorder, but as an existential experience that can 
electrify our understanding of ourselves, and of creativity and love.

October 2018, 144pp   Rights held: World   Rights sold: Chinese (Simplified) (CITIC Press); 
Turkish (Cinar Yayinlari); Korean (The Korean Economic Daily and Business Publications); 
Spanish (Chai Editora); Vietnamese (1980Books)

A Witness of Fact
Drew Rooke

The compelling story of South Australia’s disgraced former chief forensic pathologist. For decades, 
Dr Colin Manock led South Australia’s forensic pathology services, playing a vital role in the state’s 
criminal justice system: in cases of unexplained death, it was his job to determine when a person took 
their final breath and whether they had died naturally or from something more sinister. He performed 
autopsies and gave evidence in court that helped secure approximately 400 criminal convictions. But, 
remarkably, Manock did not have the necessary training for such a senior, specialist role, and he made 
serious errors in several major cases — with tragic consequences.

February 2022, 256pp   Rights held: World

City on Fire
Antony Dapiran

Through the summer of 2019, Hong Kong burned. Anti-government protests, sparked by a government 
proposal to introduce a controversial extradition law, grew into a pro-democracy movement that 
engulfed the city for months. This technology-driven protest movement defied a global superpower 
and changed Hong Kong, perhaps forever. A long-term resident and expert observer of dissent in Hong 
Kong takes readers to the frontlines of this revolution. 

March 2020, 336pp   Rights held: World   Rights sold: Japanese (Sankei Shimbun 
Publications)

Monsters
Alison Croggon

A hybrid of memoir and essay that takes as its point of departure the painful breakdown of a 
relationship between two sisters. Monsters explores how our attitudes are shaped by the persisting 
myths that underpin colonialism and patriarchy, and how the structures we are raised within splinter 
and distort the possibilities of our lives and the lives of others.

‘One of the most powerful lyric poets writing today.’ Australian Book Review

March 2021, 288pp   Rights held: World

Dark Emu
Bruce Pascoe

Long before the arrival of white men, Aboriginal people across the continent were building dams; 
planting, irrigating, harvesting, and preserving surplus; creating elaborate cemeteries; and manipulating 
the landscape. In this seminal book, Pascoe reveals that Aboriginal systems of land management have 
been blatantly understated in modern retellings of early Aboriginal history, which have served to justify 
disposession. A new look at Australia’s past is required, for the benefit of us all. Over 260,000 copies 
sold in Australia alone.

May 2018, 288pp   Rights held: World (ex. ANZ and Japan)   Rights sold: French (Editions 
Petra); Chinese (Simplified) (Fudan University Press); Spanish (Capitan Swing)   
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The Orchard Murders
Robert Gott

The fourth novel in Robert Gott’s acclaimed Murders series, The Orchard Murders is a novel about 
revenge, obsession, and the dangerous gullibility of religious fanatics, set in Melbourne during the 
dark days of the Second World War.

‘Aficionados of all that’s hard-boiled will thrill to the frisson.’ Australian Financial Review 

August 2021, 304pp   Rights held: World

The Golden Book
Kate Ryan

It’s the 1980s, and in their small coastal town, Ali and her best friend, Jessie, are on the cusp of 
adulthood. With ‘The Golden Book’, a journal of incantation and risk-taking, as their record, they 
begin to chafe at the restrictions put on them by teachers, parents, and each other. Then Jessie suffers a 
devastating accident, and both lives are forever changed. When Ali is an adult, with a young daughter 
herself, the news of Jessie’s death brings back the intensity of that summer, forcing her to reckon with 
her own role in what happened so many years ago.

August 2021, 256pp   Rights held: World

Between a Wolf and a Dog
Georgia Blain

WINNER — 2017 VICTORIAN PREMIER’S LITERARY AWARD; SHORTLISED — 2017 STELLA PRIZE

Ester is a family therapist; her appointment book catalogues the anxieties of the middle class: 
loneliness, relationships, death. Her own relationships are tense and frayed. Estranged from both 
her sister, April, and her ex-husband, Lawrence, Ester wants to fall in love again. April is struggling 
through her own directionless life; Lawrence’s reckless past decisions are catching up with him; and 
Ester and April’s mother, Hilary, is about to make a choice that will profoundly affect them all. 

March 2016, 272pp   Rights held: World

Invented Lives
Andrea Goldsmith

In mid-1980s Australia, stay-at-home wives jostle with want-it-all feminists, while AIDS threatens 
sexual freedoms. On the other side of the world, Gorbachev is in power when twenty-four-year-old 
book illustrator Galina Kogan leaves Leningrad — forbidden to ever return. As a Jew, she’s inherited 
Russia’s chronic anti-Semitism. As a Soviet citizen, she is unprepared for Australia and its easy-going 
ways. Invented Lives is a story of exile: from country, at home, and from one’s true self. 

April 2019, 336pp   Rights held: World   Rights sold: Polish (ZPR Media)

Baby
Annaleese Jochems

Cynthia is twenty-one and desperately waiting for something big to happen; her fitness instructor 
Anahera is ready to throw in the towel on her job and marriage. With stolen money and a dog in tow 
they run away and buy ‘Baby’, an old boat docked in a beautiful bay, where Cynthia dreams they will 
live in a state of love. But strange events on an empty island turn their life in a different direction. A 
psychological thriller of obsession and escape by one of the most exciting new voices in NZ fiction. 

March 2019, 272pp   Rights held: World (ex. New Zealand)
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BULGARIA, ROMANIA,  
AND SERBIA
Mira Droumeva
Andrew Nurnberg Associates Sofia
Jk. Yavorov bl. 56
entr. B, Ap. 9, Sofia 1111
Bulgaria
Tel: +359 2 986 2819
mira@anas-bg.com

CHINA AND TAIWAN 
Gray Tan
The Grayhawk Agency
1F, No.18, Lane 206, Sec.1, Daan Rd 
Daan Dist., Taipei 106070, Taiwan
Tel: +886 2 2705 9231
grayhawk@grayhawk-agency.com

THE CZECH REPUBLIC 
AND SLOVAKIA
Kristin Olson
Kristin Olson Literary Agency
Klimentská 24 
110 00 Praha 1
Czech Republic
Tel: +420 222 582 042
kristin.olson@litag.cz 

FRANCE  
Marie Lannurien
Books And More Agency
12, rue Juliette Dodu
75010 Paris
France
Tel: +33 6 62 71 49 68
marie@bamlitagency.com

GERMANY
Christian Dittus
Paul & Peter Fritz AG
Seefeldstrasse 303
CH-8008 Zürich
Switzerland
Tel: +41 44 388 4140
cdittus@fritzagency.com

GREECE
John Moukakos
JLM Literary Agency
PO Box 62080
Halandri 152 10
Greece
Tel: +30 210 384 7187
jlm@jlm.gr

HUNGARY
Peter Bolza
Kátai & Bolza Literary Agency
PO Box 1474
H-1464 Budapest
Hungary
Tel: +36 1456 0313
peter@kataibolza.hu

INDONESIA, MALAYSIA, THAILAND,  
AND VIETNAM
Santo Manurung
Maxima Creative Agency
Beryl Timur No. 41
Gading Serpong, Tangerang 15810
Indonesia
Tel: +62 21 5421 7768
santo.maxima@gmail.com

ISRAEL 
Geula Geurts
The Deborah Harris Agency
PO Box 8528
Jerusalem 9108401
Israel
Tel: +972 2 563 3237
geula@dhliterary.com

ITALY
Luisa Rovetta
Laura Grandi & Associates
Via Degli Olivetani 12
20123 Milano
Italy
Tel: +39 2 4818 962
luisa.rovetta@grandieassociati.it

JAPAN
Manami Tamaoki
Tuttle-Mori Agency
2-17 Kanda Jinbocho
Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo 101-0051
Japan
Tel: +81 3 3230 4083
manami@tuttlemori.com

KOREA 
Jae-Yeon Ryu
Korea Copyright Center Inc. (KCC)
Gyonghigung-achim Officetel
Rm 520, Compound 3
34, Sajik-ro 8-gil, Jongno-gu 
Seoul 03174 
Korea
Tel: +82 2 739 4610
jyryu@kccseoul.com

THE NETHERLANDS
Maarten Boers
Maarten Boers Literary Agency
Fazantstraat 23
1171 HR Badhoevedorp
The Netherlands
Tel: +31 6 3716 7514
maarten@maartenboers.cc

POLAND
Magda Cabajewska
Macadamia Literary Agency
UL. Rembielińska 20/267
03-352 Warsaw
Poland
Tel: +48 692 422 804
magda@macadamialit.com

RUSSIA
Ludmilla Sushkova
Andrew Nurnberg Associates
Flat 72, Stroenie 6
21 Tsvetnoy Boulevard
127051 Moscow
Russia
Tel: +7 495 625 8188 
ludmilla@lit-agency.ru

SPAIN, PORTUGAL, AND BRAZIL
Teresa Vilarrubla
The Foreign Office
Rosselló 104, Entl 2a
08029 Barcelona
Spain
Tel: + 34 93 321 42 90
teresa@theforeignoffice.net

TURKEY
Kardelen Genç
Kalem Literary Agency
Moda Cad. Caferağa Mah. Erengül 
Apt. No:110 K:1 D:1 Kadıköy 34710
Istanbul, Turkey
Tel: +90 216 345 4247 
rights7@kalemagency.com

Foreign Rights Co-Agents


