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Early Warning 
 

The Shaken Superflux: Dispatches from an Alternative Present 
 

Yanis Varoufakis  
 

• UK English to Bodley Head, all other territories available 
• Proposal Available 
• Length: 50,000 words 

 
The Shaken Superflux  is a short book in the tradition of Thomas More’s Utopia or 
William Morris’s New from Nowhere that  will sketch out a society that is, at once, 
radically different to our present one but also plausible given our technologies and 
humanity (or lack thereof). 
 
Intended as a sequel to Talking to My Daughter,  this book takes up the challenge (issued by several 
reviewers) to answer questions such as:  
 

If capitalism is upending itself (as TMD argued), and radical democratization of the economic 
& political realm is the only humanist solution, how would a democratized, post-capitalist 
economic & political realm work?  
 
How could the superflux (i.e. excess wealth), in King Lear’s terms, be well and truly shaken 
(i.e. distributed) in the context of a prosperous, rational, attractive society? 

 
The Shaken Superflux  provides the answer by conjuring up an alternative present (Alt-P) in which 
corporations, markets, income streams, the gendered distribution of social roles, money, democratic 
institutions, arts and the media etc. function radically differently.  
 
Set in the year 2025, featuring four fully developed characters  the central idea is that, at some point 
during the 2007/8 financial crisis, the ‘timeline’ branched out in two directions: one leading to the year 
2025 in the manner the reader’s present foreshadows and a second trajectory leading, by 2025, to Alt-P; 
our alternative present. 
 
The book will be based on glimpses (or fragments) of Alt-P made available to the protagonist in our 
(2025) present that will outline not only how economic and political institutions function in the 2025 Alt-
P but, also, hint at the events that undermined capitalism (during 2008-2020) along the second 
trajectory, ushering in (by 2025) the post-capitalist utopia – the Alt-P – that is the book’s theme.  
 
Yanis Varoufakis is the former finance minister of Greece. A professor of Economic Theory at the 
University of Athens and author of the Times of London #1 Bestsellers The Adults in the Room and 
Talking to My Daughter About the Economy.  
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Breaking the World News 

Nancy F. Cott 
 

• World English Sold to Basic Books 
• Length: 110,000 Words plus endnotes 
• Proposal Available, Manuscript Available Summer 2019 

  
You could cross the Atlantic in six days on a fast boat in the early 1920s, and the trip was cheap if 
comfort didn't matter.  John Gunther and Dorothy Thompson and James Vincent Sheean were in their 
twenties then when each of them embarked from New York for Europe. So was Rayna Raphaelson when 
she crossed the Pacific from San Francisco to China. Each went off without firm plans, impulsively and 
alone. Yet in that tumultuous international era between the two world wars, when print media ruled the 
news, these adept and venturesome young Americans turned themselves into global information 
couriers. They shaped public opinion, alerted Americans to political urgencies around the world, and 
redefined their own lives in the process. 
 
Set in the tumultuous era between the two world wars, noted women's historian Nancy Cott follows the 
four adventuresome young journalists who left home, with no plans, in the early 1920s and   
quickly  turned themselves into astute global observers. 
 
Dorothy Thompson, John Gunther, Vincent Sheean and Rayna Raphaelson Prohme became   
the  international journalists who alerted their readers to faraway political urgencies. At a time when 
print media reigned supreme, their reportage and commentary served as searchlights sweeping across 
shadowy foreign politics.  Their cosmopolitan intentions and peripatetic lives countered the 
provincialism that dominated the American heartland in the 1920s. Adopting the power of the press as 
their own, they confronted the big public and private challenges of that era of global upheaval— 
democracy versus communism and fascism, global responsibilities versus isolationism, press objectivity 
versus cant and propaganda, and  sexual freedom versus traditional morality.    
   
The global realignments taking place during the decades between the world wars provides the backdrop 
for the gripping personal stories of Thompson, Gunther, Sheean and Raphaelson, whose personal lives 
unfolded dramatically in tandem with the world-historical episodes and figures they wrote about. Their 
interconnected narratives compose a collective biography of international venturing and self-invention. 
Making The World News invites readers to join them on their journeys into an era of international 
instability and press transformation that seems eerily to be repeating itself again.   
   
 Nancy F. Cott teaches at Harvard University, where she is the Jonathan Trumbull Professor of American 
History. Her writings range widely over questions concerning women, gender, marriage, feminism, and 
citizenship from the eighteenth century to the contemporary United States. Her books include The 
Bonds of Womanhood: "Woman's Sphere" in New England, 1780-1835 (1977), The Grounding of Modern 
Feminism (1987), and Public Vows: A History of Marriage and the Nation (2000).  
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Black Snow: Curtis LeMay and the Untold Story of the Most Destructive 
Raid in History 
 

James Scott 
 

• World English Sold to Norton 
• Length: 100,000 Words plus endnotes 
• Proposal Available, Manuscript Available Summer 2020 

 
Seven minutes past midnight on March 9, 1945, more than 300 American bombers 
thundered into the skies over Tokyo.  Their payloads of incendiaries ignited an 1,800-degree firestorm 
that liquefied asphalt and vaporized thousands. 
 
Six hours later, the Japanese capital was gone. The raid incinerated sixteen square miles and more than 
100,000 men, women and children. More people died in those predawn hours than in any other attack 
in world history. More than at Dresden, Hiroshima, and Nagasaki.  
 
The raid represented a significant moral shift for America, marking the first time commanders 
deliberately targeted civilians, a trial balloon for public sentiment that made the atomic attacks possible 
six months later.  The attack on Tokyo is story that even today raises important ethical questions, 
including how far is America willing to go for victory?   
 
It is a story that most, in our glorification of “The Greatest Generation,” have conveniently overlooked or 
forgotten.  Until now. 
 
Black Snow is a groundbreaking book, combining in-depth historical research in American and Japanese 
archives with investigative journalism on the ground in Tokyo and interviews with surviving airmen who 
flew the raid.  Black Snow will begin in the days leading up to the firebombing of the Japanese capital, 
taking readers into tents and Quonset huts on the Marianna Islands as the frustrated LeMay formulated 
his destructive plan. In addition to LeMay and his senior commanders, including a young Robert 
McNamara, readers will meet the pilots, navigators, and bombardiers who would fly that fateful 
mission.  Scott will also contrast the American side of the story with a portrait of Tokyo in the latter days 
of the war, illustrating the scarcity of even basic supplies and show how the nation’s fortunes had fallen 
since the euphoric days of victory following the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

 
The heart of the book will focus on a dramatic retelling of the night of March 9-10. Readers will 
accompany the airmen in the cockpits of the B-29s inbound toward Tokyo. Once over the capital Scott 
will alternate viewpoints, dropping readers into the capital’s dense wooden neighborhoods, allowing 
them to emotionally experience the attack via those caught in the inferno. Black Snow will conclude 
with an examination of the destruction of Tokyo as well as the subsequent firebombing raids that 
destroyed scores of Japanese cities, ending with the atomic attacks that concluded the war.   
 
James M. Scott is the author of Rampage (Norton, October 2018), Target Tokyo [a finalist for the 
Pulitzer Prize], The War Below, and The Attack on the Liberty. He lives in Charleston, South Carolina.  
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Killers on the Trail: Love, Murder, and the Quest for Justice in America’s 
Wild Places 
 

Kathryn Miles 
 

• World English Sold to Algonquin 
• Narrative True Crime 
• Proposal Available, Manuscript Available Winter 2020 
• Length: 90,000 words  

 
Killers on the Trail is an account of the unsolved murder of Julie Williams and Lollie Winans, the 
subsequent investigations, and their significance in a long history of violence—particularly against 
women—in America’s wild places. 
 

Someone must have tracked the two women a mile or so down the disused bridle 
trail, away from the scrum of holiday traffic on Shenandoah National Park’s Skyline Drive. 
Probably, he (for it surely was a “he”) followed unseen as Julie Williams and Lollie Winans 
turned off of the trail and walked a couple hundred yards to a hidden clearing next to the 
Rose River – a rocky stream with picturesque pools and descents. It’d been raining nonstop 
for days, and that normally pacific stream was now raging.  That meant he could tail the 
couple unheard, watching as they pitched their tent and set up a run for their golden 
retriever, Taj.  

This was no chance encounter. Nor was it a spontaneous attack. Their killer carried 
duct tape and rope, a knife with a machete-like blade. And he was patient. He waited while 
they lit their camp stove and made dinner. He let them finish eating before he attacked. The 
din of the rapids meant Williams and Winans had no warning. He was all but on top of them 
before they ever even knew he was there. And by then, neither one of them stood a chance.  

 
Killers on the Trail follows the final days of Williams and Winans, their killings, the investigations by the 
FBI and the National Park Police, and the suspect who was never taken to trial.  Since the death of 
Williams and Winans, six other young women have either been murdered or have gone missing in the 
area.  
 
The killer, whoever he is, is still out there. Kathryn Miles wants to know why. 
 
To understand the murder investigation of Williams and Winans, Miles will also take an in-depth look at  
backcountry investigations: we’ll meet the rangers and wardens first on the scene and follow detectives 
and forensic experts as their inquiry unfolds both on secluded mountain tops and in cutting edge DNA 
labs. Killers on the Trail will include first-hand reporting from places like the mountains outside Denver, 
Colorado, where special FBI evidence responses teams are taught to repel, ice climb, and spelunk in the 
name of solving backcountry crime, and ride-alongs with rangers and national park police as they 
attempt to solve their own crimes.   

 
Kathryn Miles is the writer-in-Residence at Green Mountain College and author of QUAKELAND: On The 
Road To America's Next Devastating Earthquake; SUPERSTORM: Nine Days Inside Hurricane Sandy. 
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Blood Makes Noise: A Novel (Working Title) 

Helene Dunbar 
 

• World English Sold to Sourcebooks Fire 
• Manuscript Available Winter 2019 
• Young Adult/Adult Crossover 
• Length: 60,000 words  

 
I lean against the speaker. Bauhaus is droning out Bela Lugoisi’s Dead and I can feel 
the scream of the bats in the treble, the dripping of fangs in the bass. 
The notes are loud enough to make my teeth ache, concentrated enough to make me 
feel drunk. I close my eyes and the room spins and my head spins and I give in and let 
it and then wonder if this is what hard drugs feel like and if Nancy Reagan will tell us 
to “Just Say No” to music because nothing this good could possibly be legal. 

*** 
Gabriel’s arms, sudden around my waist. 
Gabriel’s breath in my ear. 
He fakes biting my neck as the singer repeats “Undead” over and over. I turn my 
head, bare my skin. Open myself up. Finally understand why people write love songs. 
Lust songs. Whatever. 
 

Blood Makes Noise is a snapshot of three friends coming of age in New York City in 1983 who are 
struggling to forge their own paths in a changing world that doesn’t quite make sense; and the courage 
it takes to be true to yourself in the face of fear of the unknown including the growing storm of the AIDS 
crisis which could not yet be defined, but that also couldn’t be ignored. 
 
Michael is content to live in the shadow of his best friends, James, an enigmatic teen performance artist 
who everyone wants and no one can have and Becky, a budding journalist who calls things as she sees 
them. His brother, Connor, has already been kicked out of the house for being gay and laying low seems 
to be his only chance to avoid the same fate.  
 
To bide his time, Michael hangs out at The Echo where he can dance and forget about his father’s 
bigotry, the pressures of school, and the looming threat of a disease that everyone is talking about, but 
no one understands. 
 
Then he meets Gabriel, a boy who has been watching him. A boy who, unlike seemingly everyone else in 
New York, is interested in him and not James.  Choosing your path is difficult enough without the fear 
that seems to permeate every aspect of Michael’s life and he must decide whether to own it and pursue 
love, or deny who he is and take the road most travelled. 
 
Helene Dunbar is the author of THESE GENTLE WOUNDS (Flux, 2014), WHAT REMAINS (Flux, 
2015), BOOMERANG (Sky Pony, March 2018) and PRELUDE FOR LOST SOULS (Sourcebooks 2019, sequel 2020). 
 
THESE GENTLE WOUNDS and WHAT REMAINS: Bulgarian Rights to AMG Publishing  
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Love Unknown: The Life and Worlds of Elisabeth Bishop 
Thomas Travisano 
 

• World English to Viking 
• Length: 125,000 Words 
• Proposal Available, Draft Available Early 2019 

 
The New York Times Book Review in 2006 wrote that “Nothing matches the impact of a great 
artist, and in the second half of the 20th century, no American artist in any medium was greater 
than Elizabeth Bishop.”  
 
Thomas Travisano’s biography of Elizabeth Bishop tells of a young girl who lost her father and 
mother by the time she was five, who struggled with shyness and self-doubt, with alcoholism, 
with severe and lasting auto-immune disorders, with barriers imposed by gender and  her 
lesbian sexuality. It tells the story of how Bishop lost of the love of her life, the Brazilian 
architect Lota de Macedo Soares, to a tragic suicide in 1967.  
 
And it also tells the story of a determined survivor: a woman who lived a singular and 
adventurous life and who created a magnificent body of poetry, prose and correspondence, 
much of it published only recently. The biography’s exploration of Bishop’s network of 
relationships with literati, glitterati, visual artists and musicians, locals, travelers, students, 
scholars, medicos and politicos—along with an international gay underground then nearly 
invisible—offers surprising insights into the mid-twentieth century worlds on the three 
continents through which she lived and moved, worlds including Boston, New York, Nova 
Scotia, Vassar College, Key West, Paris, Rio de Janeiro, Petropolis, San Francisco, and Harvard 
University.  
 
A new full-scale biography of Elizabeth Bishop is urgently needed. She is now rated as one of 
the great poets and letter writers of the twentieth century. Her published oeuvre has grown 
exponentially, with the appearance in just the past few years of Edgar Allen Poe & The Juke-
Box: Uncollected Poems, Drafts and Fragments (FSG 2006), Elizabeth Bishop: Poems, Prose, and 
Letters (Library of America 2008), Words in Air: The Complete Correspondence of Elizabeth 
Bishop and Robert Lowell (2008), and, in 2011, three centennial volumes from FSG: Poems; 
Prose; and Elizabeth Bishop and the New Yorker: The Complete Correspondence.  

 
Thomas Travisano is Professor of English at Hartwick College, author of many articles about 
Elizabeth Bishop and editor of the Elizabeth Bishop-Robert Lowell letters published by FSG. 
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Vergil’s Aeneid: A New Translation 
Translation by Shadi Bartsch 
 

• North American English to Random House, UK to Profile 
• Length: 150,000 Words 
• Proposal & Sample Translation Available, Full Draft Available Spring 2019 

 
This is my song:  war, and a man.  He was the first 
to come from Troy to Italy and the Lavinian coast, 

an exile hounded by the gods on land and sea 
thanks to ruthless Juno’s brooding rage.  In war as well 
he suffered, till he could set his city and his gods 
in Latium, home of the Latin race, the Alban fathers, 
and Rome’s soaring walls.  This was fate’s will. 

As Vergil lay on his deathbed in 19 BCE, he left behind instructions that his great epic, the Aeneid, was to 
be burned and not published.  We don’t know the reason for his request:  perhaps he felt it was 
unfinished--or perhaps he feared that history’s verdict would see it as a piece of Augustan propaganda 
instead of a deeply complex epic, a palimpsest behind whose wholesome rendering of the legend of 
Aeneas lay hints of different and darker literary traditions.  Vergil’s instructions were ignored, and as a 
result we have a poem that has influenced western literature—and western civilization—from its first 
appearance.  In English-speaking countries and many others, the Aeneid commands a place in every high 
school and university curriculum.   

Times change, language changes, meanings change, and translations should change with them. But even 
beyond this basic observation, we need a modern Aeneid that can truly recapture non-Classicists.  
 
There are currently four verse translations in common use. Along one or more important parameters, 
every one of these translations falls short of providing a usable but poetic text for lay readers and for 
secondary schools and universities.  Among all these Aeneids, not a single one combines the following 
qualities in one translation:  not one is simultaneously (1) literal, (2) true to the original line numbers, (3) 
simple and clear, like Vergil’s own Latin, (4) metrical, (5) produced by a senior Latin scholar (and 
experienced translator), (5) written by a woman (6) poetic yet free of archaism, and finally (7) open to 
leaving visible, rather than smoothing over, apparently contradictions and problems in the story.   
 
Bartsch’s Aeneid will be the only English Aeneid that bears any real correspondence to the original—
such that it could be used as a matching version of the Latin—while retaining poetic force through 
meter, alliteration, and impact, and staying free of the prose form and awkward syntax that usually 
attends literal translations. 
 
Shadi Bartsch is the Helen A. Regenstein Distinguished Service Professor of Classics and the Program in 
Gender Studies at the University of Chicago.   

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Strothman Agency Rights Guide- 11 – 
Contact Lauren MacLeod, lauren@strothmanagency.com  

South of Slavery: Mexico, Runaways, And The Road 
To The U.S. Civil War 
Alice Baumgartner 
 

• World English to Basic Books 
• Length: 1115,000 Words 
• Proposal Available 

 
“This reorders the way we should think and teach about the slavery expansion crisis in the middle of 
the nineteenth century. Indeed, it reorders how to think about the huge question of the coming of 
the American Civil War. Not many books these days can make that claim; this one can.” 

--David Blight, author of Frederick Douglass: Prophet of Freedom 
 

No one knew how the two sailors had escaped—whether they had risked swimming from the Metacomet, 
anchored in the deep water off the port of Veracruz, Mexico, or whether someone had rowed them to 
shore under cover of darkness. It was the summer of 1857, and the Metacomet was due back in its home 
port of New Orleans. Although it had become routine for Mexican authorities to arrest seamen who 
skipped out on their contracts, George and James Frisby were no ordinary deserters: they were black 
slaves, hired out by their owner in Louisiana. 
 
The shipmaster of the Metacomet, when asking for assistance from the Commander of the Port of 
Veracruz, was careful not to mention that the two missing sailors were black slaves. Under Mexico’s 
constitution, the slaves of other countries were free from the moment they set foot on Mexican soil.  
 
How did Mexico become an antislavery force to be reckoned with? Why did ordinary Mexicans defend 
fugitive slaves? In what ways did Mexico’s antislavery policies undermine slavery in the United States? 
Finally, why has this history been forgotten?  
 
When the police finally came upon one of the sailors in “a house of the city,” he must have relished the 
irony of proving his liberty by producing evidence of his enslaved status. Because Mexican law freed all 
slaves who set foot on its soil, the Commander of the Port of Veracruz refused to arrest him, even when 
the U.S. ambassador to Mexico protested that the incident would undermine the “increasing and 
beneficent commerce” between Mexico and the U.S. South. The freedom that Mexico promised would 
upset much more than commercial relations. It would threaten slavery not just in the nearby states of 
Texas and Louisiana, but at the very heart of the Union.  
 
This is the story of enslaved people like George and James Frisby, the law by which they claimed their 
freedom in Mexico, and the crisis that they provoked in the antebellum United States.  
 
Alice Baumgartner received her Ph.D. in history from Yale University, where her dissertation won the John 
Addison Porter Prize for “the best work of scholarship in any field” and the Frederick W. Beinecke Prize 
for an “outstanding doctoral dissertation in Western American history.” She is a postdoctoral fellow at 
the Harvard University’s Mahindra Humanities Center, and will join the history faculty at the University of 
Southern California in the fall of 2019.  
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Carnival of Losses: Notes Nearing Ninety 
 

Donald Hall 
 

• World English Sold to Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
• Memoir, Essays 
• Pages Available  
• Length: 224 Pages  
• Publication: July 10th, 2018  

 
From the former Poet Laureate of the United States, essays from the vantage point of very old age. 
  

“Hall lived long enough to leave behind two final books, memento mori titled ‘Essays After 
Eighty’ (2014) and now ‘A Carnival of Losses: Notes Nearing Ninety.’ They’re up there with the 
best things he did.” —Dwight Garner, New York Times 
 
"Donald Hall writes about love and loss and art and home in a manner so essential and direct it’s 
as if he’s put the full force of his life on the page. There are very few perfect books and A 
Carnival of Losses is one of them.”—Ann Patchett 
 
"It’s odd that a book whose subject is loss could be so uplifting. And yet it is. Hall may be telling 
us what it’s like to fall apart, but he does it so calmly, and with such wit and exactitude, that you 
can’t help but shake your head in wonder." — Washington Post 

“It's a beauty, brimming with stories, confessions and faded snapshots in time in which he 
muses about life, settles a few scores and brags a little about his accomplishments . . . It’s odd 
that a book whose subject is loss could be so uplifting. And yet it is. Hall may be telling us what 
it’s like to fall apart, but he does it so calmly, and with such wit and exactitude, that you can’t 
help but shake your head in wonder.” —Ann Levin, Associated Press  

“A joy to read.” —BookPage  

“It’s a heartbreaking beauty of a book.” —Bookish  

“Hall’s ruminative and detailed reflections on life make this a fantastic follow-up to his Essays 
After Eighty.” —Publishers Weekly, starred review  
 
 

DONALD HALL, served as poet laureate of the United States from 2006 to 2007. He was a member of the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters and a recipient of the National Medal of the Arts, awarded by the 
president.  
 
Territories sold for Hall’s ESSAYS AFTER EIGHTY: Spanish rights sold to Valparaíso Publishing House by 
The Foreign Office. Korean rights to East-Asia Publishing Company by Duran Kim.  
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Rampage: MacArthur, Yamashita, and the Battle of Manila 

James M. Scott, Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize 
 

• World English Sold to Norton 
• Pages Available  
• Length: 640 Pages 
• Publication October 2, 2018 

 
The definitive history of one of the most brutal campaigns of the war in the Pacific. 

“Told with rich layers of perspective and cinematic immediacy that transports the 
reader to the streets of Manila, this is a gut-wrenching and rewarding reading 
experience.” — Publishers Weekly (starred review)  
 
“Painful but necessary reading for students of World War II.” —Kirkus (starred review) 
 
“[A] riveting, often shocking, and defining account of the Battle of Manila.” — Booklist 

 
By early 1945, the war against Japan was at its height and General Douglas MacArthur began to 
fulfill his vow of liberating the Philippines. He was already planning his own victory parade 
down Dewey Boulevard in Manila, a city he loved dearly. But the Japanese had other plans. 
While their command had agreed to abandon Manila after the fall of Leyte, a rogue Japanese 
admiral instructed his troops to fight to the death. 

The result was the catastrophic destruction of the city, and a rampage that terrorized the 
civilian population. Landmarks were demolished, houses were torched, suspected resistance 
fighters were tortured and killed, countless women were raped, and their husbands and 
children were murdered. An estimated 100,000 civilians lost their lives in a massacre as heinous 
as the “Rape of Nanking.” 

Based on extensive research, war-crimes testimony, after-action reports, and survivor 
interviews, Rampage recounts one of the most heartbreaking chapters of Pacific war history 
 
James M. Scott is the author of  Target Tokyo, a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize, The War Below, 
and The Attack on the Liberty. He lives in Charleston, South Carolina. 
 
 Territories sold for Target Tokyo: Jimmy Doolittle and the Raid that Avenged Pearl Harbor 
Simplified Chinese to Changsha Senxin Culture 
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Sit Down and Shut Up: How Discipline Can Set Students Free 
 

Cinque Henderson  
 

• World English Sold to St. Martin’s Press 
• Pages Available 
• Length: 256 Pages 
• Publication: September 2018  

 
An insider’s account of teaching the most difficult kids inside America's most challenging schools. 

"Reporting on his experiences as a substitute teacher in more than fifty schools in Los Angeles county, 
writer Cinque Henderson chronicles the challenges of instructing students whose lives are often marked 
by chaos at home and lack of discipline in school. Much more than a screed against cursing, vulgarity, 
and violence against teachers, this volume provides a history of social conditions that lead to troubled 
schools as well as concrete suggestions for steps to address these issues. Henderson’s deep 
commitment to public schools and his own students is evident in this readable, compelling, and 
important account." —Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Alphonse Fletcher University Professor, Harvard 
University 
 
On his very first day of school as a substitute teacher, Cinque Henderson was cursed at and openly 
threatened by one of his students. Not wanting trouble or any broken bones, Henderson called the hall 
monitor, who escorted the student to the office. But five minutes later the office sent him back with a 
note that read, “Ok to return to class.” That was it: no suspension, no detention, no phone call home, 
nothing.  

Sit Down and Shut Up: How Discipline Can Set Students Free is a passionate and personal analysis of 
Henderson's year as substitute teacher in some of America’s toughest schools. Students disrespected, 
yelled at, and threatened teachers, abetted by a school system and political culture that turned a 
willfully blind eye to the economic and social decline that created the problem.  

Henderson concludes that the failures of our worst schools are the result of a population in crisis: 
classrooms are microcosms of all our nation’s most vexing issues of race and class. The legacy and stain 
of race—the price of generational trauma, the cost of fatherlessness, the failures of capitalism, the false 
promise of meritocracy—played itself out in every single interaction Henderson had with an aggressive 
student, an unengaged parent, or a failed administrator.  

In response to the chaos he found in the classroom, Henderson proposes a recommitment to the notion 
that discipline—wisely and properly understood, patiently and justly administered—is the only proper 
route to freedom and opportunity for generations of poor youth. With applications far beyond the 
classroom, Henderson’s experiences offer novel insights into the pressing racial, social, and economic 
issues that have shaped America’s cultural landscape. 

Cinque Henderson is a former teacher and current writer for film and TV. He was a writer on HBO”s 
“The Newsroom.” His work has appeared in The New Yorker, the Washington Post, Newsweek and The 
New Republic. 
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Responsible Parties: Saving Democracy from Itself 
 

Frances McCall Rosenbluth and Ian Shapiro 
 

• World English Sold to Yale University Press 
• Pages Available  
• Length: 288 Pages 
• Publication: October 2, 2018 

 
How popular democracy has paradoxically eroded trust in political systems worldwide, and how to 
restore confidence in democratic politics. 
 
In recent decades, democracies across the world have adopted measures to increase popular 
involvement in political decisions. Parties have turned to primaries and local caucuses to select 
candidates; ballot initiatives and referenda allow citizens to enact laws directly; many places 
now use proportional representation, encouraging smaller, more specific parties rather than 
two dominant ones. Yet voters keep getting angrier. There is a steady erosion of trust in 
politicians, parties, and democratic institutions, culminating most recently in major populist 
victories in the United States, the United Kingdom, and elsewhere. 
 
Frances Rosenbluth and Ian Shapiro argue that devolving power to the grass roots is part of the 
problem. Efforts to decentralize political decision-making have made governments and 
especially political parties less effective and less able to address constituents’ long-term 
interests. They argue that to restore confidence in governance, we must restructure our 
political systems to restore power to the core institution of representative democracy: the 
political party. 
 
Responsible Parties has individual chapters about Britain, France and Germany, a chapter 
dealing with New Zealand, Italy, Japan, and Mexico, and comparative chapters about Latin 
America and Eastern Europe.  
 
Frances McCall Rosenbluth is the Damon Wells Professor of Political Science at Yale 
University. Ian Shapiro is Sterling Professor of Political Science and Director of the MacMillan 
Center at Yale University. Both are fellows of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
 
Territories sold for Ian Shapiro’s  Real World of Democratic Theory (Princeton University 
Press 2011): Czech to Karolinum Publishing House; Spanish to Marcial Pons, Chinese Simplified 
to Tianjin People’s Publishing House. 
 
Territories sold for Frances Rosenbluth & John Ferejohn’s Forged Through Fire: War, Peace, and 
the Democratic Bargain (Liveright, 2016):  Simplified Chinese to Ginkgo. 
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Language of the Game: How to Understand Soccer 
 

Laurent Dubois 
 

• World English Sold to Basic Books 
• Pages Available  
• Length: 320 Pages  
• Publication: March 27th, 2018 

 
A lively and lyrical guide to appreciating the drama of soccer, perfect for newcomers and 
passionate fans alike. 
 

“When I want to explain the sublime creation that is soccer, I will hand out this gorgeous tome. 
Laurent Dubois comes to the game by way of politics, history, and true love. His book is eloquent, 
erudite and delightful company."―Franklin Foer, author of How Soccer Explains the World 
 
"Laurent Dubois always opens new windows onto the soccer world for me, and here he has done it 
again, revealing the sport's component parts through a prism of smart perspectives from around the 
world--including his own. I love this book."―Grant Wahl, Sports Illustrated senior writer and 
author of Masters of Modern Soccer 
 
"Laurent Dubois is a fluent writer and very smart thinker who loves soccer as a game and 
understands it as more than just a game. As someone who is at home in many countries, he is the 
ideal guide to the world's most popular sport." ―Simon Kuper, coauthor of Soccernomics 
 
"Laurent Dubois' The Language of the Game is a primer for beginners, a guide for the engaged, an 
anthology to please veterans, and a gentle meditation on the game of soccer; critical when 
necessary, it is, nonetheless, a treat to hear a voice in football that still speaks of awe, wonder, and 
pleasure." ―David Goldblatt, author of The Ball is Round 

 
Soccer is not only the world’s most popular sport; it’s also one of the most widely shared forms of global 
culture. The Language of the Game is a passionate and engaging introduction to soccer’s history, tactics, 
and human drama. Profiling soccer’s full cast of characters–goalies and position players, referees and 
managers, commentators and fans–historian and soccer scholar Laurent Dubois describes how the 
game’s low scores, relentless motion, and spectacular individual performances combine to turn each 
match into a unique and unpredictable story. He also shows how soccer’s global reach makes it an 
unparalleled theater for nationalism, international conflict, and human interconnectedness. 
 
Filled with perceptive insights and stories both legendary and little known, The Language of the Game is 
a rewarding read for anyone seeking to understand soccer better. 
 
Laurent Dubois is a professor of romance studies and history at Duke University, where he teaches the 
popular course Soccer Politics. The prize-winning author of five books, including The Banjo, Haiti, 
and Soccer Empire, he lives in Durham, North Carolina. 
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After Emily: Two Remarkable Women and the Legacy of 
America's Greatest Poet 
Julie Dobrow 
 

• World English Sold to Norton 
• Pages Available 
• Length: 384 pages 
• Publication: October 30th, 2018 

 
 The untold story of the mother and daughter who opened the door to Emily Dickinson’s poetry. 
 
Dobrow's skillful account of Mabel's and Millicent's lives makes this page-turner a must-read for the 
poet's most ardent fans.” — Library Journal (starred review) 
 
“[Dobrow] recount[s], with sympathy and nuance, Todd's near obsession with editing Dickinson... [A] 
fresh, remarkable account.” — Kirkus (starred review) 
 
“Dobrow authoritatively traces the tortuous editorial and publication process that first brought 
Dickinson's work to public attention, and sensitively explores her subjects' interior lives... Impeccably 
researched...Dobrow's narrative gives a fascinating glimpse into the lives of two tireless advocates for 
Dickinson's work.” — Publishers Weekly 
 
Despite Emily Dickinson’s world renown, the story of the two women most responsible for her initial 
posthumous publication—Mabel Loomis Todd and her daughter, Millicent Todd Bingham—has 
remained in the shadows of the archives. A rich and compelling portrait of women who refused to be 
confined by the social mores of their era, After Emily explores Mabel and Millicent’s complex bond, as 
well as the powerful literary legacy they shared. Mabel’s tangled relationships with the Dickinsons—
including a thirteen-year extramarital relationship with Emily’s brother, Austin—roiled the small town of 
Amherst, Massachusetts. After Emily’s death, Mabel’s connection to the family and reputation as an 
intelligent, artistic, and industrious woman in her own right led her to the enormous trove of poems 
Emily left behind. So began the herculean task of transcribing, editing, and promoting Emily’s work, a 
task that would consume and complicate the lives of both Mabel and her daughter. As the popularity of 
the poems grew, legal issues arose between the Dickinson and Todd families, dredging up their scandals: 
the affair, the ownership of Emily’s poetry, and the right to define the so-called "Belle of Amherst." 
 
Utilizing hundreds of overlooked letters and diaries to weave together the stories of three unstoppable 
women, Julie Dobrow explores the intrigue of Emily Dickinson’s literary beginnings. After Emily sheds 
light on the importance of the earliest editions of Emily’s work—including the controversial editorial 
decisions made to introduce her singular genius to the world—and reveals the surprising impact Mabel 
and Millicent had on the poet we know today. 
 
Julie Dobrow is a professor and director of the Center for Interdisciplinary Studies at Tufts University. 
Her writing has appeared in publications such as the Boston Globe Magazine and the Huffington Post. 
She lives outside of Boston 
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The Field of Blood: Congressional Violence and the Road to 
Civil War 

Joanne B. Freeman 
 

• World English Sold to Farrar, Straus and Giroux 
• Pages Available  
• Length: 464 pages 
• Publication: September 11, 2018 

 
 
“A superb, serious, authoritative, lively, occasionally amusing work of scholarly bravura . . . Freeman’s 
research is prodigious, her scholarship unimpeachable. By shifting her gaze from the conventionally cited 
causes of the Civil War, she has deepened our understanding of its coming. ” —James M. Banner, Jr., The 
Weekly Standard  
 
"Fascinating . . . [Field of Blood] demonstrates the historic truth of an observation by black activist H. Rap 
Brown in the 1960s: ‘Violence is a part of America’s culture; it is as American as cherrypie.’ . . . [Joanne B.] 
Freeman’s book goes far toward explaining why there was a Civil War." —H.W. Brands, The Wall Street 
Journal 
 
"In her vivid and remarkable new book . . . Joanne B. Freeman puts dozens of forgotten episodes of political 
violence into stark context . . . Freeman's wry touch and appreciation for the absurdities of politics – and 
politicians – give the book a burst of energy and readability. Most vitally, the story she tells has heightened 
relevance in our own tumultuous era." —Randy Dotinga, Christian Science Monitor 
 
The previously untold story of the violence in Congress that helped spark the Civil War 

In The Field of Blood, Joanne B. Freeman recovers the long-lost story of rampant physical violence on the 
floor of the U.S. Congress. Drawing on an extraordinary range of sources, she shows that the Capitol was rife 
with conflict in the decades before the Civil War. Legislative sessions were often punctuated by mortal 
threats, canings, flipped desks, and all-out slugfests. When debate broke down, congressmen drew pistols 
and waved Bowie knives. One representative even killed another in a duel. Many were beaten and bullied in 
an attempt to intimidate them into compliance, particularly on the issue of slavery. 

These fights didn’t happen in a vacuum. Freeman’s dramatic accounts of brawls and thrashings tell a larger 
story of how fisticuffs and journalism, and the powerful emotions they elicited, raised tensions between 
North and South and led toward war. In the process, she brings the antebellum Congress to life, revealing its 
rough realities—the feel, sense, and sound of it—as well as its nation-shaping import. Funny, tragic, and 
rivetingly told, The Field of Blood offers a front-row view of congressional mayhem, and sheds new light on 
the careers of John Quincy Adams, Henry Clay, and other luminaries, as well as introducing a host of lesser-
known but no less fascinating men. The result is a fresh understanding of the workings of American 
democracy and the bonds of Union on the eve of their greatest peril. 

 Joanne B. Freeman, a professor of history and American studies at Yale University, is a leading authority on 
early national politics and political culture. The author of the award-winning Affairs of Honor: National 
Politics in the New Republic and editor of The Essential Hamilton and Alexander Hamilton: Writings, she is a 
cohost of the popular history podcast BackStory. 
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Kangaroo Squadron:  American Courage in the Darkest Days of the 
Pacific War 
Bruce Gamble 
 

• World English to Da Capo Press 
• Pages Available 
• Publication: November 20th, 2018 
• Length: 416 Pages 

 
The dramatic untold story of the first US Army unit to cross the Pacific and strike back at the 
Japanese after Pearl Harbor 
 
In early 1942, while most of the American military was still in disarray from the devastating 
attacks on Pearl Harbor and the Philippines, a single squadron advanced to the far side of the 
world to face America’s new enemy. 
 
Based in Australia with poor supplies and no ground support, the pilots and crew faced tropical 
diseases while confronting numerically superior Japanese forces. Yet the outfit, dubbed the 
Kangaroo Squadron, proved remarkably resilient and successful, conducting long-range 
bombing raids, armed reconnaissance missions, and rescuing General MacArthur and his staff 
from the Philippines. 
 
Before now, the story of their courage and determination in the face of overwhelming odds has 
largely been untold. Using eyewitness accounts based on personal diaries, letters, new 
interviews, and memoirs as well as Japanese sources, historian Bruce Gamble brings to vivid life 
this dramatic true story. 
 
But the Kangaroo Squadron’s story doesn’t end in World War II. One of the B-17s, crash landed 
on its first mission, has recently been recovered from jungle swamps. The intertwined stories of 
the Kangaroo Squadron and the “Swamp Ghost” are filled with thrilling accounts of aerial 
combat, an epic jungle survival story, and the powerful mystique of an abandoned bomber that 
compelled men to possess it at any cost. 
 
Bruce Gamble is an award-winning author and historian who served as a Naval Flight Officer 
during the closing years of the Cold War. Medically retired in 1989, he began working for the 
Naval Aviation Museum Foundation. After several years as the staff historian, Gamble made the 
leap to freelance writing and published his first book, The Black Sheep, in 1998. One of the most 
respected authors on the war in the Pacific, Gamble does a substantial amount of public 
speaking and is the featured historian in documentaries produced by History Channel, Fox 
News, PBS, and the Pritzker Military Library. He lives near Madison, Georgia. 
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Plundered Skulls and Stolen Spirits: Inside The Fight To Reclaim Native 
America’s Culture 
 Chip  Colwell 
 

• World English to University of Chicago Press 
• Pages Available 
• Length: 336 Pages 
• Publication: March 2017 

 
Who owns the past and the objects that physically connect us to history? And who has the right to 
decide this ownership, particularly when the objects are sacred or, in the case of skeletal remains, 
human? Is it the museums that care for the objects or the communities whose ancestors made them? 
These questions are at the heart of Plundered Skulls and Stolen Spirits, an unflinching insider account by 
a leading curator who has spent years learning how to balance these controversial considerations. 
 
Many European nations have a deep history of museum collecting as part of their colonial projects. 
Taken from colonies in Africa, Asia, and the Americas were thousands of human skeletons and cultural 
artifacts, which were then transformed into prized artworks and ethnographic displays in museums. 
European politicians and museum administrators have long shrugged off demands for repatriation from 
countries like Benin, Ethiopia, Nigeria, and Indigenous peoples in Australia, New Zealand, and North 
America.   
 
In the last year, museums in France, Germany, England, and elsewhere have begun to address their 
colonial legacies. In the summer of 2017, renowned art historian Bénédicte Savoy published an opinion 
piece in the Süddeutsche Zeitung declaring that Germany’s prestigious new Humboldt Forum—
combining an art and an ethnographic museum—should not open without further research into the 
collections. "I want to know how much blood is dripping from each artwork," she wrote. Savoy then 
resigned in protest from the Humboldt’s board of experts, unleashing a scandal. "The conflict over 
Germany's colonial legacy is one of the central identity debates of our present era," wrote Jürgen 
Zimmerer in the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung.  In 2018, the famed Victoria and Albert Museum set off 
arguments when it became one of England’s first museums to announce that it might return thousands 
of objects stolen from Ethiopia. Also this summer, Lund University in Sweden returned an Aboriginal 
skull to Australia. 
  
Plundered Skulls and Stolen Spirits is precisely about this journey of atonement through the 
homecoming of sacred objects and ancestral remains— in this case, Native American’s--and has the 
potential to provide critical and needed insights into these debates across Europe. Colwell is happy to 
write introductions for foreign editions of this book drawing the links between the repatriation 
debates in the U.S. and Europe.  
 
Chip Colwell is the senior curator of anthropology at the Denver Museum of Nature & Science. His work 
has been highlighted in such venues as the New York Times, Denver Post,  Huffington Post, and C-SPAN, 
and his books include Living Histories: Native Americans and Southwestern Archaeology and Inheriting 
the Past: The Making of Arthur C. Parker and Indigenous Archaeology. 
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Adults in the Room: My Battle With Europe’s Deep Establishment 
 

Yanis Varoufakis  
 

• North American English to FSG, Other territories listed  
• Rights Sold for Adults in the Room:  

• German rights to Kunstmann 
• French to Les Liens qui Libèrent 
• Spanish to Planeta 
• Greek to Patakis 
• Italian to La Nave di Tese, 
• Portuguese (Brazil) to Autonomia Literária 
• Dutch to De Geus 
• Polish to Krytyka Polityczna 
• Croatian to Sandorf 
• Portugal & Portuguese-speaking African Countries to 

Marcador 
• Slovenian to Mladinska Knjiga 
• Slovak to Vydavatelstvo Absynt 
• Hungarian to Napvilág Kiadó 
• Russian to AST Publishers 
• Japan to Akashi Shoten 
• UK to Bodley Head     

• Length: 200,000 Words 
• Manuscript available 
• Publication: May 2017  

 
A Number One Sunday Times Bestseller (UK) 
 
What happens when you take on the establishment? In Adults in the Room, the renowned 
economist and former finance minister of Greece Yanis Varoufakis gives the full, blistering 
account of his momentous clash with the mightiest economic and political forces on earth. 
 
After being swept into power with the left-wing Syriza party, Varoufakis attempts to 
renegotiate Greece’s relationship with the EU—and sparks a spectacular battle with global 
implications. Varoufakis’s new position sends him ricocheting between mass demonstrations in 
Athens, closed-door negotiations in drab EU and IMF offices, and furtive meetings with power 
brokers in Washington, D.C. He consults and quarrels with Barack Obama, Emmanuel Macron, 
Christine Lagarde, the economists Larry Summers and Jeffrey Sachs, and others, as he struggles 
to resolve Greece’s debt crisis without resorting to punishing austerity measures. But despite 
the mass support of the Greek people and the simple logic of Varoufakis’s arguments, he 
succeeds only in provoking the fury of Europe’s elite.  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Strothman Agency Rights Guide- 22 – 
Contact Lauren MacLeod, lauren@strothmanagency.com  

 
Varoufakis’s unvarnished memoir is an urgent warning that the economic policies once 
embraced by the EU and the White House have failed—and spawned authoritarianism, populist 
revolt, and instability throughout the Western world.. 
Adults in the Room is an extraordinary tale of brinkmanship, hypocrisy, collusion, and betrayal 
that will shake the global establishment to its foundations. 
 

"Varoufakis has written one of the greatest political memoirs of all time . . . it is the inside story 
of high politics told by an outsider . . . Varoufakis gives one of the most accurate and detailed 
descriptions of modern power ever written." —Paul Mason, The Guardian 

"A stylish memoir . . . deeply personal and very well written, with an impressive array of literary 
allusions . . . [Varoufakis] outlines a cogent case against the austerity heaped on Greece." —
Kevin Featherstone, Financial Times 

"Riveting . . . An extraordinary account of low cunning at the heart of Greece's 2015 financial 
bailout . . . [Varoufakis is] a motorcycling, leather jacketed former academic and self-styled rebel 
who took pleasure in winding up the besuited political class . . . An admirably believable 
depiction of a Greek and European tragedy." —John Kampfner, The Guardian 

"Adults in the Room is a book that anyone interested in modern European politics should read. 
To say it is the best memoir of the Eurozone crisis is an understatement. It is a devastating 
indictment of [the] current state of Europe and a fascinating inside account of the logic of 
reformist politics and its limits and why it keeps going anyway . . . Varoufakis's account of the 
operations of EU 'decision-making' is truly shocking. He delivers a truly shocking anatomy of an 
apparatus bent on perpetuating its own bad logic and excluding alternatives." —Adam Tooze, 
Shelby Cullom Davis Chair of History and Director of the European Institute at Columbia 
University, and author of The Deluge 

 
Varoufakis’ Vintage Mini,  AUSTERITY,  a 130 page collection of extracts from AND THE 
WEAK SUFFER WHAT THEY MUST? and ADULTS IN THE ROOM publishes in the UK on April 5th, 
2018. 
 
Yanis Varoufakis is the former finance minister of Greece. A professor of Economic 
Theory at the University of Athens and a visiting professor at the Lyndon B. Johnson 
School of Public Affairs at the University of Texas at Austin, he is the author of  the 
forthcoming AND THE WEAK SUFFER WHAT THEY MUST?: Europe's Crisis and America's 
Economic Future, which will be published in the US by Nation Books in April 2015.  
 
AND THE WEAK SUFFER WHAT THEY MUST? UK to Bodley Head (Will Hammond editing). Translations: 
German rights to Kunstmann, French to Les Liens qui Libèrent, Greek to Patakis, Portugal & Portuguese-
speaking African Countries to Marcador. Spanish to Planeta. Dutch to De Geus. Serbian to Leguna. 
Croatian to Sandorf. Polish to Krytyka Polityczna. Portuguese (Brazil) to Autonomia Literária. Norwegian 
to SolumBokvennen. Italian to La Nave di Teseo. Bosnian to  TKD Šahinpašić. Japanese to P-Vine. 
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Introduction to The Communist Manifesto  

Yanis Varoufakis  
 

• North American  to Vintage Classics (2019) 
• UK to Vintage Classics (April 2018) 
• Manuscript Available  

 
“For a manifesto to succeed, it must speak to our hearts like a poem while infecting the mind with 
images and ideas that are dazzlingly new. It needs to open our eyes to the true causes of the 
bewildering, disturbing, exciting changes occurring around us, exposing the possibilities our current 
reality is pregnant with. It should make us feel hopelessly inadequate for not having recognized 
these truths ourselves, and it must lift the curtain on the unsettling realization that we have been 
acting as petty accomplices, reproducing a deadend past. Lastly, it needs to have the power of a 
Beethoven symphony, urging us to become agents f a future that ends unnecessary mass suffering 
and inspire humanity to realize its potential for authentic freedom. 
 
No manifesto has better succeeded in doing all this than the one published in February 1848 at 46 
Liverpool Street, London. Commissioned by English revolutionaries, The Communist Manifesto (or 
the Manifesto of the Communist Party, as it was first published) was authored by two young 
Germans – Karl Marx, a twenty-nine-year-old philosopher with a taste for epicurean hedonism and 
Hegelian rationality, and Friedrich Engels, a twenty-eight-year-old heir to a Manchester mill.  … 
 
… The Manifesto is one of those emotive texts that speak to each of us differently at different times, 
reflecting our own circumstances. Some years ago, I called myself an erratic, libertarian Marxist and 
I was roundly disparaged by non-Marxists and Marxists alike.  Soon after, I found myself thrust into a 
political position of some prominence, during a period of intense conflict between the then Greek 
government and some of capitalism’s most powerful agents. Rereading the Manifesto for the 
purposes of writing this introduction has been a little like inviting the ghosts of Marx and Engels to 
yell a mixture of censure and support in my ear.” 

 
Yanis Varoufakis is the former finance minister of Greece and the author of several 
international bestselling books. And the Weak Suffer What They Must?: Europe, Austerity and 
the Threat to Global Stability reveals the underlying problems that led to the Eurozone crisis 
and its ongoing catastrophic mishandling. Adults In the Room: My Battle with Europe's Deep 
Establishment is an explosive memoir that reveals what goes on behind the scenes in Europe's 
corridors of power. Talking To My Daughter About the Economy: A Brief History of 
Capitalism (forthcoming) explains through vivid stories and easily graspable concepts what 
economics actually is and why it is so dangerous in the form of a letter to his teenage daughter. 
Born in Athens in 1961, Yanis Varoufakis was for many years a professor of economics in 
Britain, Australia and the USA before he entered government and is currently Professor of 
Economics at the University of Athens. Since resigning from Greece's finance ministry he has co-
founded an international grassroots movement, DiEM25, campaigning for the revival of 
democracy in Europe and speaks to audiences of thousands worldwide.  
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The Pope Who Would Be King: The Exile of Pius IX and The Emergence 
of Modern Europe   

 

David Kertzer Winner of the 2015 Pulitzer Prize for Biography 
 

• World English sold to Random House 
• UK English to Oxford University Press,  Italian to Garzanti 
•  All other territories available.  
• Manuscript Available 
• Publication: April 24th, 2018 
• Book one of a two-book deal 

 
The Pulitzer-winning author of The Pope and Mussolini, takes on a central, untold story of the 
Papacy, the revolution that stripped the Pope of political power and signaled the birth of 
modern Europe. 
 
“Tense . . . probing . . . Diverse personalities, regimes, and philosophies come into focus as formative influences on 
the unpredictable evolution of church, city, nation, and continent. Essential reading.”—Booklist (starred review) 

“The modern world was forged in a series of revolutions stretching from Philadelphia in 1776 to Paris in 1789 to 
the cascading cataclysms in Europe in 1848. In this original—and even thrilling—book, David Kertzer gives us a 
brilliant and surprising portrait of the role of Pius IX in the making of a new democratic reality in the West. 
Engaging, intelligent, and revealing, The Pope Who Would Be King is essential reading for those seeking to 
understand the perennial human forces that shape both power and faith.”—Jon Meacham, author of Thomas 
Jefferson: The Art of Power 
 
“In this riveting tour de force, David Kertzer shows how and why Pope Pius IX turned Roman Catholicism into the 
nemesis of modernity, with drastic consequences not only for the church but for the West—consequences felt to 
this day, when religion and politics form a lethal brew. Elegant writing, the pace of a novel, scrupulous 
scholarship—these hallmarks of Kertzer’s body of work are all in evidence here, wonderfully so.”—James Carroll, 
author of The Cloister 
 
In The Pope Who Would Be King, David Kertzer tells the story of the revolution that spelled the 
end of the papacy as an earthly rule and the birth of modern Europe. 
 
Territories sold for The Pope and Mussolini:  
 

• UK: Oxford University Press 
• Italian: Rizzoli by Berla & Griffini  
• Romanian: Editura Rao by The Graal Agency 
• Portuguese: Individual Editora by The Foreign Office 
• Brazilian: Intrínseca by Agência Riff, 
• Polish: Wydawnictwo Czarne by The Graal Agency 
• French: Les Arènes by Anna Jarota Agency 
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• Simplified Chinese: Beijing Imaginist Time Culture by Bardon-Chinese  
• German: WBG by Mohrbooks 
• Czech: Jota by Graal Agency 
• Turkish: Ayrinti by AnatoliaLit Agency 

 
 
The Pope Who Would be King is something of a prequel to The Kidnapping Of Edgardo Mortara, 
explaining how Pius IX came to be the Pope he was.  
 
Rights for the The Kidnapping Of Edgardo Mortara are controlled by Random House.  
 
Territories sold for The Kidnapping Of Edgardo Mortara (via Random House):  
 

• China: Shanghai 99 
• Taiwan: Rye Field 
• Czech Republic: Grada 
• Holland: Prometheus 
• UK: Picador 
• France: Le Cherche Midi 
• Georgia: Palitra 
• Israel: Kinneret 
• Italy: Rizzoli 
• Japan: Hayakawa 
• Korea: Munhakdongne 
• Poland: Czarne 
• Romania: Litera 
• Russia: Corpus 
• Spain: Berenice 
• Brazil: Intrinseca 
• Portugal: Presenca 

 
 

David I. Kertzer is the Paul Dupee, Jr. University Professor of Social Science and 
professor of anthropology and Italian studies at Brown University, where he served 
as provost from 2006 to 2011. He is the author of nine books, including 2015 
Pulitzer Prize-winner The Pope and Mussolini,  The Popes Against the Jews, which 
was a finalist for the Mark Lynton History Prize, and The Kidnapping of Edgardo 
Mortara, which was a finalist for the National Book Award. He has twice been 
awarded the Marraro Prize from the Society for Italian Historical Studies for the 
best work on Italian history.  
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Fallen Isles Trilogy 

Jodi Meadows 
 

• World English Sold to Kathering Tegen/ Harper Collins 
• Young Adult Fantasy 
• Manuscript for BEFORE SHE IGNITES (Book One) and AS SHE ASCENDS 

(Book Two) Available, Book Three Manuscript Available January 2019 
• Length: 110,000 words 
• AS SHE ASCENDS Publication: September 11, 2018 

 
“A fully realized fantasy world complete with dragons, treachery, and flawed characters discovering 
their courage. I couldn’t put it down!” —C. J. Redwine, New York Times bestselling author of The 
Shadow Queen 
 
From the New York Times bestselling co-author of My Lady Jane comes a smoldering new fantasy trilogy 
perfect for fans of Victoria Aveyard and Kristin Cashore about a girl condemned for defending dragons 
and the inner fire that may be her only chance of escape. 
  
Praise for BEFORE SHE IGNITES: 
 

“In this first of the Fallen Isles Trilogy, Meadows sows the seeds for an exciting follow-up 
and creates a rich, vivid world with characters who blossom on the page…. A page-turner 
that promises future intrigue, special powers, and dragon adventures.” — Kirkus Reviews 
 
“Meadows portrays acutely Mira’s insecurities about not living up to the demands of her 
station or to her mother’s expectations…while exploring issues of inclusivity and 
discrimination. Fans of Naomi Novik’s Temeraire series or Julie Kagawa’s Talon books will 
be delighted.” — Publishers Weekly 
 

“The complex political system is compellingly built, and Mira’s characterization is admirable. Hand to 
fans of rich world building—and, of course, fans of dragons.”— ALA Booklist 
 
“...fast-paced, with surprising twists and turns. This richly written fantasy—the first in a trilogy—will 
keep readers asking whom to trust and wondering what’s true.” — School Library Journal 
 
“If you were looking for a new YA fantasy book to read with incredibly diverse characters, fantastical 
world-building, and a riveting plot, then Before She Ignites is the book for you. This book is what the 
future of the YA genre should be.” — Geeks of Color 
  
Jodi Meadows is the author of the Incarnate trilogy, the Orphan Queen duology, and the Fallen Isles 
trilogy and coauthor of the New York Times bestsellers My Lady Jane and My Plain Jane. Visit her at 
www.jodimeadows.com.  
 
Territories sold for The Orphan Queen Duology (HarperCollins 2015, 2016) UK rights sold by HC to Harper360, 
Turkish rights to Dogan Egmont. Thai rights to Athena Publishing.   
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Not The Girls You’re Looking For 
Aminah Mae Safi 
 

• World English Sold to Macmillian/ Feiwel & Friends 
• Young Adult Contemporary Fiction 
• Manuscript Available 
• Length: 336 Pages 
• Publication: June 19th, 2018 

  
"As hilarious as it is heartwarming, this beautiful story about family, friendships, and one 
amazingly complex teenage girl will leave you begging for more." —Sandhya Menon, New 
York Times bestselling author of When Dimple Met Rishi 

“Engaging and unexpected, voice-y and full of verve, this a whip-smart swan dive into all the 
messiness of best friendships and new romance, fitting in and growing up.” 
—Katie Cotugno, New York Times-bestselling author of How to Love 

 “Lulu Saad is exactly the girl YA fiction has been looking for: a fearless and beautiful Arab-
American Muslim ready to take the world by storm. Sparkling with humor, wit and 
vulnerability, Safi's debut will make you laugh and cry.” —Tanaz Bhathena, author of A Girl 
Like That 

“An honest slice ofteen life from a teen character you need to know."  
—Sara Farizan, author of If You Could Be Mine 

Lulu Saad doesn't need your advice, thank you very much. She's got her three best friends and 
nothing can stop her from conquering the known world. Sure, for half a minute she thought 
she’d nearly drowned a cute guy at a party, but he was totally faking it. And fine, yes, she 
caused a scene during Ramadan. It's all under control. Ish. 

Except maybe this time she’s done a little more damage than she realizes. And if Lulu can't find 
her way out of this mess soon, she'll have to do more than repair friendships, family alliances, 
and wet clothing. She'll have to go looking for herself. 

Debut author Aminah Mae Safi's honest and smart novel is about how easy it can be to hurt 
those around you even if —especially if—you love them. 

Aminah Mae Safi is a Muslim-American writer. Safi was the winner of the We Need Diverse 
Books short story contest, and that story appears in the anthology Fresh Ink. She lives in Los 
Angeles, California, with her partner and cat. Not the Girls You’re Looking For is her first book. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Strothman Agency Rights Guide- 28 – 
Contact Lauren MacLeod, lauren@strothmanagency.com  

Donald Hall, Estate  
2010 National Medal of Arts Recipient 
2016 National Book Award Poetry Longlist Finalist  

Donald Hall has published numerous books of poetry, most recently White 
Apples and the Taste of Stone: Selected Poems 1946-2006 (Houghton 
Mifflin, 2006); The Painted Bed (2002) and Without: Poems (1998), which 
was published on the third anniversary of his wife and fellow poet Jane 
Kenyon's death from leukemia. Other notable collections include The One 
Day (1988), which won the National Book Critics Circle Award, the Los 
Angeles Times Book Prize, and a Pulitzer Prize nomination; The Happy Man 
(1986), which won the Lenore Marshall Poetry Prize; and Exiles and 
Marriages (1955), which was the Academy's Lamont Poetry Selection for 
1956. 

Besides poetry, Donald Hall has written books on baseball, the sculptor 
Henry Moore, and the poet Marianne Moore. He is also the author of 
children's books, including Ox-Cart Man (1979), which won the Caldecott 
Medal; short stories, including Willow Temple: New and Selected Stories 
(Houghton Mifflin, 2003); and plays. He has also published several 
autobiographical works, such as The Best Day The Worst Day: Life with 
Jane Kenyon (2005), Life Work (1993), which won the New England Book 
award for nonfiction and Unpacking the Boxes: A Memoir of a Life in 
Poetry (2008). 

His honors include two Guggenheim fellowships, the Poetry Society of America's Robert Frost 
Silver medal, a Lifetime Achievement award from the New Hampshire Writers and Publisher 
Project, and the Ruth Lilly Prize for poetry. Hall also served as Poet Laureate of New Hampshire 
from 1984 to 1989. In December 1993 he and Jane Kenyon were the subject of an Emmy 
Award-winning Bill Moyers documentary, "A Life Together." In the June 2006, Hall was 
appointed the Library of Congress's fourteenth Poet Laureate Consultant in Poetry.   

For rights information on the following or any Donald Hall titles, please contact The Strothman Agency: 
 

• Life Work  
• Seasons at Eagle Pond 
• Here at Eagle Pond  
• Without  
• White Apples and Taste of Snow/Selected Poems of Donald Hall  
• Fathers Playing Catch with Sons   
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Jane Kenyon, Estate    
 
 

Jane Kenyon was born in 1947 in Ann Arbor, Michigan, and grew up in the 
midwest. She earned a B.A. from the University of Michigan in 1970 and 
an M.A. in 1972. That same year, Kenyon married the poet Donald Hall, 
whom she had met while a student at the University of Michigan. With 
him she moved to Eagle Pond Farm in New Hampshire.  
 
During her lifetime Jane Kenyon published four books of poetry—
Constance (1993), Let Evening Come (1990), The Boat of Quiet Hours 
(1986), and From Room to Room (1978)—and a book of translation, 
Twenty Poems of Anna Akhmatova (1985). In December 1993 she and 

Donald Hall were the subject of an Emmy Award-winning Bill Moyers documentary, "A Life 
Together." At the time of her death from leukemia, in April 1995, Jane Kenyon was New 
Hampshire's poet laureate. A fifth collection of Kenyon's poetry, Otherwise: New and Selected 
Poems, was released in 1996, and in 1999, Graywolf Press issued A Hundred White Daffodils: 
Essays, Interviews, the Akhmatova Translations, Newspaper Columns, and One Poem. 
 
 
For information on the following or any Kenyon titles, contact Graywolf Press directly. 
                                                                                                                                                       

• A Hundred White Daffodils  

• Collected Poems  

• Constance  

• From Room to Room  

• Let Evening Come  

• Otherwise: New & Selected Poems  

• The Boat of Quiet Hours  
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John K. Galbraith, Estate   
 

 
 
John Kenneth Galbraith who was born in 1908, was the Paul M. Warburg 
Professor of Economics Emeritus at Harvard University and a past 
president of the American Academy of Arts and Letters. He is the author 
of thirty-one books spanning three decades, including The Affluent 
Society, The Good Society, and The Great Crash. In 2000, at a White House 
ceremony, he was given the Presidential Medal of Freedom.  
 
 

 
 
 
Please contact The Strothman Agency for rights information on all titles, including: 
 

• The Great Crash   
• The Affluent Society  
• The New Industrial State 
• Money 
• Economics in Perspective 
• American Capitalism 
• Economics in Perspective 
• Economics and the Public Purpose 
• A Short History of Financial Euphoria 
• The Economics of Innocent Fraud 
• The Essential Galbraith 
• The Good Society 
• The Voice of the Poor 
• A Life in Our Times 
• Name Dropping: From FDR On 
• A Tenured Professor  
• The Scotch  
• The Triumph: A Novel of Modern Diplomacy 
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Doris Grumbach  
 

Doris Grumbach is the author of many novels and memoirs including 
Fifty Days of Solitude, Life in a Day, The Ladies, and Chamber Music, 
has been literary editor of the New Republic, a nonfiction columnist for 
the New York Times Book Review, a book reviewer for National Public 
Radio and the televised McNeil-Lehrer Newshour, and a bookseller in 
Washington, DC, and Maine. She received the Bill Whitehead 
Award for Lifetime Achievement from Publishing Triangle in 2000.  She 
will turn 100 on July 12, 2018. 

 
 
Please contact The Strothman Agency for rights information on all titles, including: 
 

Memoirs 

• Coming into the End Zone 

• Fifty Days of Solitude 

• Extra Innings 

• The Presence of Absence 

•  Life in a Day 

• The Pleasure of Their Company 

 

Novels 

• Chamber Music 

• The Ladies 

• The Magician's Girl 

• The Book of Knowledge 

• The Missing Person 
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Barbara Cooney Estate 
 
For rights information for the following titles, contact Penguin Press: 

• Miss Rumphius (Caldecott Medal Award Winner) 
• Eleanor  
• The Year of the Perfect Christmas Tree 
• The Story of Holly and Ivy  
• Island Boy  
• Hattie and the Wild Waves   
• Ox-Cart Man (Caldecott Medal Award 

Winner) 
• The Remarkable Christmas of the Cobbler’s 

Sons  
• Squawk to the Moon, Little Goose  
• Louhi, Witch of North Farm  
• When The Sky is Like Lace 
• Only Opal 

 
Contact HarperCollins for information about: 

• Chanticleer and the Fox (Caldecott Medal Award Winner) 
• Roxaboxen 

 
Contact Little, Brown for information about: 

• Letting Swift River Go 
• Basket Moon 

 
Contact Random House for information about: 

• Emily 
• Emma 

 
Contact Walker for information about: 

• How the Hibernators Came to Bethlehem 
• Kildee House 
• Seven Little Rabbits 

 
For all other Barbara Cooney titles, contact The 
Strothman Agency LLC.  
 


