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Early Warning 
 

Another Now: Dispatches from an Alternative Present 
(previously: The Shaken Superflux) 
 

Yanis Varoufakis  
 

• UK English to Bodley Head (Will Hammond editing), Spanish to 
Deusto/Planeta, German to Kunstmann 

• All other territories available 

• Proposal Available, Manuscript Spring 2020 

• Length: 50,000 words 
 
Another Now is a short novel in the tradition of Thomas More’s Utopia or William Morris’s New from 
Nowhere that  will sketch out a society that is, at once, radically different to our present one but also 
plausible given our technologies and humanity (or lack thereof). 
 
Intended as a sequel to Talking to My Daughter,  this book takes up the challenge (issued by several 
reviewers) to answer questions such as:  
 

If capitalism is upending itself (as TMD argued), and radical democratization of the economic 
& political realm is the only humanist solution, how would a democratized, post-capitalist 
economic & political realm work?  
 
How could the superflux (i.e. excess wealth), in King Lear’s terms, be well and truly shaken 
(i.e. distributed) in the context of a prosperous, rational, attractive society? 

 
Another Now  provides the answer by conjuring up an alternative present (Alt-P) in which corporations, 
markets, income streams, the gendered distribution of social roles, money, democratic institutions, arts 
and the media etc. function radically differently.  
 
Set in the year 2025, featuring four fully developed characters  the central idea is that, at some point 
during the 2007/8 financial crisis, the ‘timeline’ branched out in two directions: one leading to the year 
2025 in the manner the reader’s present foreshadows and a second trajectory leading, by 2025, to Alt-P; 
our alternative present. 
 
The book will be based on glimpses (or fragments) of Alt-P made available to the protagonist in our 
(2025) present that will outline not only how economic and political institutions function in the 2025 Alt-
P but, also, hint at the events that undermined capitalism (during 2008-2020) along the second 
trajectory, ushering in (by 2025) the post-capitalist utopia – the Alt-P – that is the book’s theme.  
 
Yanis Varoufakis is the former finance minister of Greece. A professor of Economic Theory at the 
University of Athens and author of the Times of London #1 Bestsellers The Adults in the Room and 
Talking to My Daughter About the Economy.  
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Early Warning 
 

Here We Are : Philip Roth Remembered 
Benjamin Taylor 
 

• World English to Penguin Books, all other territories available 

• Manuscript available November/December 2019 

• Publication May 2020 

• Length: 25,000 words 
 

A deeply felt, beautifully crafted meditation on friendship and loss in the vein of A Year of Magical 
Thinking, and a touching portrait of Philip Roth from his closest friend. 
 
I had a baseball question on the tip of my tongue: What was the name of "the natural," the player shot 
by a stalker in a Chicago hotel room? He gave me an amused look that darkened in-to puzzlement, then 
fear. Then he pitched forward into the soup, unconscious. When I entered the examining room twenty 
minutes after our arrival at Charlotte Hungerford Hospital, Philip said, "No more books." Thus he 
announced his retirement. 
 
So begins Benjamin Taylor's Here We Are, the unvarnished portrait of his best friend and one of 
America's greatest writers. Needless to say, Philip Roth's place in the canon is secure, but what is less 
clear is what the man himself was like. In Here We Are, Benjamin Taylor's beautifully constructed 
memoir, we see him as a mortal man, experiencing the joys and sorrows of aging, reflecting on his own 
writing, and doing something we all love to do: passing the time in the company of his closest friend.  
 
Here We Are is an ode to friendship and its wondrous ability to brighten our lives in unexpected ways. 
Benjamin Taylor is one of the most talented writers working today, and this new memoir pays tribute to 
his friend, in the way that only a writer can. Roth encouraged him to write this book, giving Taylor 
explicit instructions not to sugarcoat anything and not to publish it until after his death. Unvarnished 
and affectionately true to life, Taylor's memoir will be the most intimate account of Philip Roth as he 
lived for years to come. 
 
Benjamin Taylor's family memoir, The Hue and Cry at Our House, received the 2018 Los Angeles Times/Christopher 
Isherwood Prize and was named a New York Times Editors' Choice; his Proust: The Search was named a Best Book 
of 2016 by Thomas Mallon in The New York Times Book Review; and his Naples Declared: A Walk Around the Bay 
was named a Best Book of 2012 by Judith Thurman in The New Yorker. He is also the author of two novels, Tales 
Out of School, winner of the 1996 Harold Ribalow Prize, and The Book of Getting Even, winner of a Barnes & Noble 
Discover Award. He edited Saul Bellow: Letters, named a Best Book of 2010 by Michiko Kakutani in The New York 
Times and Jonathan Yardley in The Washington Post, and Bellow's There Is Simply Too Much to Think About: 
Collected Nonfiction, also a New York Times Editors' Choice. His edition of the collected stories of 
Susan Sontag, Debriefing, was published by Farrar, Straus & Giroux in 2017. Taylor is a founding faculty member in 
the New School’s Graduate School of Writing and teaches also in the Columbia University School of the Arts. He is 
a past fellow and current trustee of the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation and serves as president of 
the Edward F. Albee Foundation. 

 

Cover 

To 

Come 
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Early Warning 
 

Treason!: A Citizen’s Guide to the Law 

Carlton Larson 
 

• World English to HarperCollins, all other territories available 

• Proposal Available, Manuscript available Spring 2020 

• Publication Fall 2020 

• Length: 60,000 words 
 

Treason against the United States shall consist only of levying war against the United States or adhering 
to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort.—Article III, U. S. Constitution 
 
 
"Treason!"  The term is bandied about with abandon these days, often by the President of the United 
States, but also by those who oppose him -- or anyone else.  That's strange because no one seems to 
know, actually, what the term means, what the crime of treason is, and when it can be prosecuted.   
 
.  There is no reliable source for concerned citizens who want an intelligible overview of the American 
law of treason.  The few books on treason tend to fall into two categories: (1) highly technical 
discussions accessible primarily to lawyers; and (2) shallow, hyperbolic accounts written by non-lawyers.  
What is missing is a short volume that any concerned citizen, media consumer, or activist can turn to for 
accurate answers straight from an expert.  Treason!: A Citizen’s Guide to the Law fills that gap. 
 
Treason! describes the broad contours of the American law of treason, from its origins in medieval 
England through the War on Terror and the Trump presidency. The book is also an examination of the 
role of an eighteenth-century constitutional provision in the modern world.  Much of our treason law is 
inescapably dated, with the most important decisions on levying war, for example, pre-dating the Civil 
War. Written with an eye for engaging anecdotes, and with clear, accessible language, Treason! will 
become the definitive guide for anyone seeking to understand a fundamental aspect of the American 
political and legal system.    
 
Those who would like to see the President of the United States behind bars for committing treason may 
be disappointed -- the bar for conviction is very high; but those quaking under his accusations may feel a 
pang of relief.  For anyone interested in politics and history, this new book is a brilliant little primer that 
will give experts and amateur pundits alike plenty of fodder for conversations about this crime. 
 
Carlton F.W. Larson is Professor of Law at the University of California, Davis School of Law, and author 
of The Trials of Allegiance: Treason, Juries, and the American Revolution (OUP, 2019).  
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Early Warning 
 

Science for Hire: How DDT Became Our Most 
Controversial Pesticide 
 

Elena Conis 

 

• World English to Bold Type Books (Perseus) 

• Length: 100,000 Words  

• Proposal Available 

• Publication Spring 2022 
 

Many of us think that attacks on science and the truth are a new phenomenon.  The anti-vaccination movements 
seemed to appear out of nowhere.  These forces seem spontaneous.  But as Elena Conis dramatically shows, 
through the DDT story, powerful forces, backed by industry, have long controlled the science that makes news in 
order to manipulate the public -- into thinking that regulation is bad, that second-hand smoke is fine, that climate 
change is a hoax. The story of DDT is Exhibit A. 
  
Back in the 1940s, DDT helped the Allies win the Second World War by wiping out the insects that caused malaria. 
As a result, it was seen as a miracle chemical and sprayed willy-nilly across fields, in dairy barns, and even in 
people's homes. By the 1960s, DDT had become public enemy number one, thanks in part, as everyone knows, to 
Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring. The chemical was banned until the 1990s when it reappeared as a prodigal son, and 
calls arose to bring it back to fight West Nile (even Giuliani in NYC!) and malaria. Why?  How? 
  
It would be easy to assume that new scientific evidence was behind the turns in DDTs. Actually, as Elena Conis 
shows us, big business (especially Big Tobacco) has been at work behind the scenes, quietly shaping what science is 
made public, and how it is understood.  Science for Hire will trace DDT from the battlefield to the farm and into 
American bodies. This is a story populated by colorful characters and details (DDT-infused wallpaper, for example, 
and dairy cows dipped in the stuff).  More important, Science for Hire is a cautionary tale for anyone interested in 
understanding the role of science and technology in society—and how our understanding of science is 
manipulated to serve powerful industries.  
   
Conis's research took her to the curatorial corridors of a small Philadelphia museum that houses the Phil Allegretti 
pesticide collection, where she held old glass bottles of DDT-containing Ortho and Black Flag bugspray, shaking 
them gently to hear the 70-year-old liquid slosh around inside. She shifted through corporate records released in 
discovery, finding documents linking the tobacco industry to surprising twists in DDT’s fate. She traveled to New 
Haven, Connecticut to read Rachel Carson’s exchanges with Morton Biskind, and to Montgomery, Alabama to dig 
through old court records from the most DDT-contaminated town in the world. In Morrow, Georgia, she found the 
letters and petitions of the Southern farmers who tried to ban DDT in the 1940s. In Stony Brook, New York she 
came across the Environmental Defense Fund records that document environmentalists’ decision to paint DDT as a 
health threat worse than cigarettes. And she spent weeks at the World Health Organization headquarters in 
Switzerland, where she found that long before IARC, the agency’s panel of global cancer experts, took the bold 
stand of declaring glyphosate a carcinogen, they pushed back against a growing movement to paint DDT as a cause 
of cancer. 

  
 
Elena Conis is Associate Professor in the Center for Science, Technology, Medicine, and Society and in the Graduate 
School of Journalism at Berkeley. 
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Early Warning 

 

Sister Scientists: The Forgotten Women Who Transformed American 
Science 
 

Catherine McNeur 
 

• World English Sold to Basic Books 

• Proposal Available, Manuscript Available Spring 2022 

• Length: 125,000 words  
 
How many women's contributions to science have been lost?  The story goes back 
much farther than the recently acknowledged Bletchley code breakers or early aviators.  In the 19th 
century, two sisters transformed American science.  Margaretta Hare Morris was famous for her work 
with seventeen-year cicadas and she found clues to insects that were threatening farms and 
orchards.   She was one of the first women elected to the American Association for the Advancement 
of Science and the Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia.  Her sister Elizabeth became a trusted 
expert who supplied the country's leading botanists with specimens while illustrating others' books and 
articles.  Their work was both praised and contested by men who were threatened by their 
successes.  They have been forgotten in part because the largest collection of their papers at the Library 
of Congress is labeled "Asa Gray Papers" -- after one of their correspondents!   
 
Sister Scientists will braid the biographies of Margaretta and Elizabeth, the larger story of the 
transformation of scientific disciplines, and the social and cultural events of the nineteenth century—
from the utopian community formed by their science tutors, to the lure of spiritualism in the 1850s, to 
the underground railroad stop their sister hosted. The Civil War consumed the final years of their lives, 
and the women, whose earlier letters were strictly about science, family, and health, suddenly engaged 
in political debates. Both Margaretta and Elizabeth embraced a complicated mix of subversive and 
conservative politics. They always asserted that they had as much right as men to practice science, while 
never embracing related reform efforts such as women’s suffrage or abolitionism. At times, Margaretta 
was nearly an apologist for slavery. Regardless their actions and statements reveal the complex ways 
they navigated the turbulent social change of the mid-nineteenth century. 
 
This is a story of women fighting hard to pursue their passions and defend their research in an 
increasingly professionalized environment where women were discouraged from participating. It speaks 
to the dangers of not trusting scientists because of their sex or race, and the way local environmental 
knowledge lost value as universities and laboratories became the home for trusted scientific discoveries. 
Elizabeth’s and Margaretta’s unslakable thirst for scientific knowledge and persistent defense of their 
research allowed them to make a place for themselves in the scientific community of early America 
together with other forgotten female scientists. Along the way, they made a few enemies, even some 
willing to bribe an arsonist to put them in their place. 
 
Catherine McNeur is the award-winning author of Taming Manhattan: Environmental Battles in the 
Antebellum City (Harvard University Press, 2014) and associate professor of history at Portland State 
University in Oregon.  
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God’s Shadow: The Untold Story of Sultan Selim, His Ottoman Empire, 
and the Making of the Modern World 
Alan Mikhail 
 

• North American English Sold to Liveright/Norton 

• Rights sold:  UK to Faber, Chinese Simplified to Citic, Dutch to Athenaeum–Polak 
& Van Gennep. All other territories still available. 

• Manuscript Available  

• Length: 155,000 words 

• Publication August 2020  

 
An explosive global history that redefines the historical origins of the modern world through the 

life of Sultan Selim I and his Ottoman Empire. 

  

Alan has secured a large grant from the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation that may be used to 

assist in translation costs for foreign editions.  

 

Long neglected in world history, the Ottoman Empire was a hub of flourishing intellectual fervor, 

geopolitical power, and enlightened pluralistic rule. At the helm of its ascent was the omnipotent 

Sultan Selim I (1470-1520), who, with the aid of his extraordinarily gifted mother, Gülbahar, hugely 

expanded the empire, propelling it onto the world stage. Aware of centuries of European 

suppression of Islamic history, Alan Mikhail centers Selim’s Ottoman Empire and Islam as the very 

pivots of global history, redefining such world-changing events as Christopher Columbus’s voyages – 

which originated, in fact, as a Catholic jihad that would come to view Native Americans as somehow 

“Moorish” – the Protestant Reformation, the transatlantic slave trade, and the dramatic Ottoman 

seizure of the Middle East and North Africa. Drawing on previously unexamined sources and written 

in gripping detail, Mikhail’s groundbreaking account vividly recaptures Selim’s life and world. An 

historical masterwork, God’s Shadow radically reshapes our understanding of a world we thought 

we knew. 

 

A leading historian of his generation, Alan Mikhail, Professor of History and Chair of the 

Department of History at Yale University, has reforged our understandings of the past through his 

previous three prize-winning books on the history of the Middle East. 

Cover 

To 

Come 
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Coffeeland: One Man’s Dark Empire and the Making of Our Favorite 
Drug 
Augustine Sedgewick 
 

• World English Sold to Penguin Press 

• Manuscript Available  

• Length: 448 Pages  

• Publication April 2020 

The epic story of the rise of coffee in the Americas, and how it connected and divided the 
modern world. 

Coffee is an indispensable part of daily life for billions of people around the world—one of the most valuable 
commodities in the history of the global economy, the leading source of the world’s most popular drug, and 
perhaps the most widespread word on the planet. Augustine Sedgewick’s COFFEELAND tells the hidden and 
surprising story of how this came to be, tracing coffee’s four-hundred-year transformation from a mysterious 
Ottoman ritual to an everyday necessity in gripping and immersive detail. 

The story is one that few coffee-drinkers, even those who work in the coffee industry, have known. It centers 
on the volcanic highlands of El Salvador, where James Hill, born in the slums of Manchester, England, 
founded one of the world’s great coffee dynasties at the turn of the twentieth century. Adapting the 
innovations of the industrial revolution to plantation agriculture, Hill helped to turn El Salvador into perhaps 
the most intensive monoculture in modern history, a place of extraordinary productivity, inequality, and 
violence. Following coffee from Hill family plantations through international markets and into the United 
States, through the San Francisco roasting plants and vacuum-sealed cans of major American coffee brands, 
into supermarkets, kitchens, and break rooms across the U.S., and finally into today’s trend-setting cafes, 
Augustine Sedgewick shows how the form of global capitalism that took shape between the end of the Civil 
War the start of the Cold War at once connected and divided people who worked coffee and people who 
drank it,  

Sedgewick reveals how the growth of coffee production, trade, and consumption went hand in hand with the 
rise of the scientific idea of energy as a universal force, which transformed thinking about how the human 
body works as well as ideas about the relationship of one person’s work to another’s. In the process, both El 
Salvador and the United States earned the nickname “Coffeeland,” though for radically different reasons, and 
with consequences that reach into the present. This history of how coffee came to be produced by the 
world’s poorest people and consumed by its richest opens up a unique perspective on how the modern 
globalized world works, ultimately provoking a reconsideration of what it means to be connected to far-away 
people and places through the familiar things that make up our everyday lives. 

Augustine Sedgewick earned his doctorate at Harvard University and teaches history and American Studies 
at the City University of New York. His research on the global history of work, commodities, and capitalism 
has won fellowships from the American Council of Learned Societies, the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, and 
the Project on Justice, Welfare, and Economics at Harvard, and has been published in The History of the 
Present, International Labor and Working-Class History, and Labor. Originally from Maine, he lives in New 
York City. 
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Love Unknown: The Life and Worlds of Elisabeth Bishop 
Thomas Travisano 
 

• World English to Viking 

• Length: 432 Pages 

• Manuscript available 

• Publication November 2019 
 

An illuminating new biography of one of the greatest American poets of the twentieth 
century, Elizabeth Bishop.  
 
“Drawing on an extraordinary level of archival access, Travisano… offers a definitive biography–
cum–literary study of Elizabeth Bishop… Travisano’s essential volume illuminates Bishop’s life 
and, most valuably, her work.” —Publishers Weekly (starred) 
 
“As founding president of the Elizabeth Bishop Society, it is not surprising that Travisano has an 
intimate grasp of Bishop’s life and poetry. What is surprising is how utterly captivating his 
biography is, let alone his illuminating, interwoven analysis of her work.—Booklist (starred) 

 
Elizabeth Bishop’s friend James Merrill once observed that “Elizabeth had more talent for life—
and for poetry—than anyone else I’ve known.” This new biography reveals just how she learned 
to marry her talent for life with her talent for writing in order to create a brilliant array of 
poems, prose, and letters—a remarkable body of work that would make her one of America’s 
most beloved and celebrated poets. In Love Unknown, Thomas Travisano, founding president of 
the Elizabeth Bishop Society, tells the story of the famous poet and traveler’s life.  
 
Bishop moved through extraordinary mid-twentieth century worlds with relationships among 
an extensive international array of literati, visual artists, musicians, scholars, and politicians—
along with a cosmopolitan gay underground that was then nearly invisible to the dominant 
culture. Drawing on fresh interviews and newly discovered manuscript materials, Travisano 
illuminates that the “art of losing” that Bishop celebrated with such poignant irony in her poem, 
“One Art,” perhaps her most famous, was linked in equal part to an “art of finding,” that 
Bishop’s art and life was devoted to the sort of encounters and epiphanies that so often appear 
in her work. 

 
Thomas Travisano is Professor of English at Hartwick College, author of many articles about 
Elizabeth Bishop and editor of the Elizabeth Bishop-Robert Lowell letters published by FSG. 
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Fighting Words: The Bold American Journalists Who Brought the World 
Home Between the Wars 

Nancy F. Cott 
 

• World English Sold to Basic Books 

• Length: 400 Pages 

• Manuscript Available, March 2020 
 
 
From an esteemed historian, a riveting group portrait of international journalists in the 
interwar period. 
 
In the fragile peace following the Great War, a surprising number of restless young Americans 

abandoned their homes and set out impulsively to see the changing world. In Fighting Words, 

Nancy F. Cott follows four who pursued global news -- from contested Palestine to 

revolutionary China, from Stalin's Moscow to Hitler's Berlin. As foreign correspondents, they 

became players in international politics and shaped Americans' awareness of critical interwar 

crises, the spreading menace of European fascism, and the likelihood of a new war -- while 

living romantic and sexual lives as modern and as hazardous as their journalism.  

 

An indelible portrayal of a tumultuous era with resonance for our own, Fighting Words is 

essential reading on the power of the press and the growth of an American sense of 

international responsibility. 

   

 
 Nancy F. Cott is the Jonathan Trumbull Professor of American History at Harvard. Her books 

include The Bonds of Womanhood: "Woman's Sphere" in New England, 1780-1835 (1977), The 

Grounding of Modern Feminism (1987), and Public Vows: A History of Marriage and the 

Nation (2000).  
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The Wolf at the Door: The Menace of Economic Insecurity and How to 
Fight It 
Michael J. Graetz and Ian Shapiro 
 

• World English to Harvard University Press 

• Length: 95,00  

• Manuscript available 

• Publication: February 2020 
 
The acclaimed authors of Death by a Thousand Cuts argue that Americans care less about inequality 
than about their own insecurity. Michael Graetz and Ian Shapiro propose realistic policies and 
strategies to make lives and communities more secure. 
 
This is an age of crisis. That much we can agree on. But a crisis of what? And how do we get out of it? 
Many on the right call for tax cuts and deregulation. Others on the left rage against the top 1 percent 
and demand wholesale economic change. Voices on both sides line up against globalization: restrict 
trade to protect jobs. In The Wolf at the Door, two leading political analysts argue that these views are 
badly mistaken. 
 
Michael Graetz and Ian Shapiro focus on what really worries people: not what the rich are making but 
rather their own insecurity and that of people close to them. Americans are concerned about losing 
what they have, whether jobs, status, or safe communities. They fear the wolf at the door. The solution 
is not protectionism or class warfare but a return to the hard work of building coalitions around realistic 
goals and pursuing them doggedly through the political system. This, Graetz and Shapiro explain, is how 
earlier reformers achieved meaningful changes, from the abolition of the slave trade to civil rights 
legislation. The authors make substantial recommendations for increasing jobs, improving wages, 
protecting families suffering from unemployment, and providing better health insurance and childcare, 
and they guide us through the strategies needed to enact change. 
 
These are achievable reforms that would make Americans more secure. The Wolf at the Door is one of 
those rare books that not only diagnoses our problems but also shows us how we can address them. 
 
Michael J. Graetz is a professor of law at Columbia University and professor emeritus at Yale Law School 
who has served in various posts in the Department of the Treasury. He is the author of several books on 
the politics and economics of public policy, including, with Ian Shapiro, Death by a Thousand Cuts: The 
Fight against Taxing Inherited Wealth. 
 
Ian Shapiro is Sterling Professor of Political Science at Yale University. His recent books include Politics 
against Domination (Harvard) and, with Frances Rosenbluth, Responsible Parties: Saving Democracy 
from Itself. 
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Young Castro: The Making of a Revolutionary 
Jonathan M. Hansen 
 

• World English to Simon & Schuster 

• Length: 512 Pages 

• Manuscript available 

• Publication: June 18, 2019 
 

An intimate, revisionist portrait of the early years of Fidel Castro, showing how an unlikely young 

Cuban led his country in revolution and transfixed the world. 

   

“A gripping and edifying narrative… Hansen brings imposing research and notable erudition to this 

account of Fidel Castro's early life.”– Booklist 

 

“A nuanced portrait of a complex young man… Hansen fills out personal details and adds new layers of 

complexity to a life whose narrative has often been shaped and manipulated to serve the purposes of 

the Cuban Revolution.”– ReVista, the Harvard Review of Latin America 

 

“An engaging, astute character study. A welcome addition to the literature of Castro and Cuba.”– Kirkus 

Reviews 

 

“Sure to become the standard on Castro’s early life.” – Publishers Weekly 

 

This book will change what you think you know about Fidel Castro. The first American historian in a 

generation to gain access to the Castro archives in Havana, as well as interviews with those who knew 

him best, Jonathan Hansen challenges readers to put aside the caricature of Fidel Castro as a bearded, 

bombastic, anti-American hot-head. In its place, he provides a nuanced and penetrating portrait of a 

liberal nationalist inspired by the dream of a free and independent Cuba and sympathetic to FDR’s New 

Deal. A man who, having grown up on an island that felt like a colonial cage, was compelled to lead his 

country to independence. 
 
 
Jonathan M. Hansen is a senior lecturer at Harvard University and the author of Guantánamo: An 
American History and The Lost Promise of Patriotism: Debating American Identity, 1890-1920. His writing 
has been published in The New York Times, The Huffington Post, and The Guardian, among other places. 
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South of Slavery: Mexico, Runaways, And The Road To The 
U.S. Civil War 
Alice Baumgartner  
 

• World English to Basic Books 

• Length: 115,000 Words 

• Unedited Manuscript Available  

• Publication Winter 2021 
 

“This reorders the way we should think and teach about the slavery expansion crisis in the middle of 
the nineteenth century. Indeed, it reorders how to think about the huge question of the coming of 
the American Civil War. Not many books these days can make that claim; this one can.” 

--David Blight, author of Frederick Douglass: Prophet of Freedom 
 

No one knew how the two sailors had escaped—whether they had risked swimming from the Metacomet, 
anchored in the deep water off the port of Veracruz, Mexico, or whether someone had rowed them to 
shore under cover of darkness. It was the summer of 1857, and the Metacomet was due back in its home 
port of New Orleans. Although it had become routine for Mexican authorities to arrest seamen who 
skipped out on their contracts, George and James Frisby were no ordinary deserters: they were black 
slaves, hired out by their owner in Louisiana. The shipmaster of the Metacomet, when asking for 
assistance from the Commander of the Port of Veracruz, was careful not to mention that the two missing 
sailors were black slaves. Under Mexico’s constitution, the slaves of other countries were free from the 
moment they set foot on Mexican soil.  
 
How did Mexico become an antislavery force to be reckoned with? Why did ordinary Mexicans defend 
fugitive slaves? In what ways did Mexico’s antislavery policies undermine slavery in the United States? 
Finally, why has this history been forgotten?  
 
When the police finally came upon one of the sailors in “a house of the city,” he must have relished the 
irony of proving his liberty by producing evidence of his enslaved status. Because Mexican law freed all 
slaves who set foot on its soil, the Commander of the Port of Veracruz refused to arrest him, even when 
the U.S. ambassador to Mexico protested that the incident would undermine the “increasing and 
beneficent commerce” between Mexico and the U.S. South. The freedom that Mexico promised would 
upset much more than commercial relations. It would threaten slavery not just in the nearby states of 
Texas and Louisiana, but at the very heart of the Union.  
 
This is the story of enslaved people like George and James Frisby, the law by which they claimed their 
freedom in Mexico, and the crisis that they provoked in the antebellum United States.  
 
Alice Baumgartner received her Ph.D. in history from Yale University, where her dissertation won the John 
Addison Porter Prize for “the best work of scholarship in any field” and the Frederick W. Beinecke Prize 
for an “outstanding doctoral dissertation in Western American history.” She is a postdoctoral fellow at 
the Harvard University’s Mahindra Humanities Center, and will join the history faculty at the University of 
Southern California in the fall of 2019.  

  

Cover 
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Everybody's Doin' It: Sex, Music, and Dance in New York, 1840-1917 
Dale Cockrell 
 

• World English to Norton 

• Length: 384 Pages 

• Manuscript available 

• Publication: August 13, 2019 
 
 

An eye-opening narrative of the rise of popular music in the brothels, dance halls, and dives 
of New York City. 

“Cockrell’s fascinating story and soundtrack of disorderly old Gotham will delight New York City 
historians and music buffs alike.” ―Publishers Weekly 

"Racy scholarship does the Grizzly Bear here with theoretical rigor." ―William Lhamon, author 
of Raising Cain 
 
“Everybody’s Doin’ It exposes the interracial and underworld origins of popular song and dance in the 
United States. Dale Cockrell takes us into the sensual confines of the nineteenth-century concert 
saloons, cabarets, dives, and dance halls propagating a new cultural genre: American popular music.” 
―Timothy J. Gilfoyle, author of City of Eros: New York City, Prostitution, and the Commercialization of 
Sex, 1790–1920 
 

Everybody’s Doin’ It follows the birth of popular music, including ragtime and jazz, to the 
convivial meeting places for sex, drink, music, and dance. Whether a single piano player or 
small band, live music was a nightly feature in New York’s spirited basement bars, dance halls, 
and concert saloons. There men and women, often black and white, mingled freely—to the 
horror of the elite. This rollicking demimonde drove innovative new music and dance styles. 
Irving Berlin with his hit “Alexander’s Ragtime Band” and the Original Dixieland Jazz Band make 
appearances, but so do Stephen Foster and Charles Dickens. 
 
To re-create this underground world, musicologist Dale Cockrell mines tabloids, court records, 
exposés, journals, and reports of undercover detectives working for private social- reform 
organizations. Everybody’s Doin’ It illuminates the how, why, and where of America’s popular 
music and its buoyant journey from Five Points uptown to Tin Pan Alley. 
 

Dale Cockrell is professor emeritus of musicology at Vanderbilt University and a research 
associate of the University of the Free State (South Africa). His Demons of Disorder won the C. 
Hugh Holman Award. He lives in Vermont and New York City. 
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Adults in the Room: My Battle With Europe’s Deep Establishment 
 

Yanis Varoufakis  

 

Now a motion picture written and directed by Costa-Gravras, starring 
Christos Loulis. 

 

• North American English to FSG, UK to Bodley Head     

• Rights Sold for Adults in the Room:  

• German rights to Kunstmann 

• French to Les Liens qui Libèrent 

• Spanish to Planeta 

• Greek to Patakis 

• Italian to La Nave di Teseo, 

• Portuguese (Brazil) to Autonomia Literária 

• Dutch to De Geus 

• Polish to Krytyka Polityczna 

• Croatian to Sandorf 

• Portugal & Portuguese-speaking African Countries to 
Marcador 

• Slovenian to Mladinska Knjiga 

• Slovak to Vydavatelstvo Absynt 

• Russian to AST Publishers 

• Japan to Akashi Shoten 

• Complex Chinese to Gusa Press 

• Length: 200,000 Words 

• Manuscript available 

• Publication: May 2017  
 

A Number One Sunday Times Bestseller (UK).  
One of the The Guardian’s “100 Best Books of the 21st Century” 
 
What happens when you take on the establishment? In Adults in the Room, the renowned 
economist and former finance minister of Greece Yanis Varoufakis gives the full, blistering 
account of his momentous clash with the mightiest economic and political forces on earth. 
 
After being swept into power with the left-wing Syriza party, Varoufakis attempts to 
renegotiate Greece’s relationship with the EU—and sparks a spectacular battle with global 
implications. Varoufakis’s new position sends him ricocheting between mass demonstrations in 
Athens, closed-door negotiations in drab EU and IMF offices, and furtive meetings with power 
brokers in Washington, D.C. He consults and quarrels with Barack Obama, Emmanuel Macron, 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2019/sep/21/best-books-of-the-21st-century
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Christine Lagarde, the economists Larry Summers and Jeffrey Sachs, and others, as he struggles 
to resolve Greece’s debt crisis without resorting to punishing austerity measures. But despite 
the mass support of the Greek people and the simple logic of Varoufakis’s arguments, he 
succeeds only in provoking the fury of Europe’s elite.  
 
Varoufakis’s unvarnished memoir is an urgent warning that the economic policies once 
embraced by the EU and the White House have failed—and spawned authoritarianism, populist 
revolt, and instability throughout the Western world. 
 
Adults in the Room is an extraordinary tale of brinkmanship, hypocrisy, collusion, and betrayal 
that will shake the global establishment to its foundations. 
 

"Varoufakis has written one of the greatest political memoirs of all time . . . it is the inside story 
of high politics told by an outsider . . . Varoufakis gives one of the most accurate and detailed 
descriptions of modern power ever written." —Paul Mason, The Guardian 

"A stylish memoir . . . deeply personal and very well written, with an impressive array of literary 
allusions . . . [Varoufakis] outlines a cogent case against the austerity heaped on Greece." —
Kevin Featherstone, Financial Times 

"Riveting . . . An extraordinary account of low cunning at the heart of Greece's 2015 financial 
bailout . . . [Varoufakis is] a motorcycling, leather jacketed former academic and self-styled rebel 
who took pleasure in winding up the besuited political class . . . An admirably believable 
depiction of a Greek and European tragedy." —John Kampfner, The Guardian 

Varoufakis’ Vintage Mini, AUSTERITY, a 130-page collection of extracts from AND THE WEAK 
SUFFER WHAT THEY MUST? and ADULTS IN THE ROOM publishes in the UK on April 5th, 2018. 
 
Yanis Varoufakis is the former finance minister of Greece. A professor of 
Economic Theory at the University of Athens and a visiting professor at the 
Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs at the University of Texas at Austin, he 
is the author of  the forthcoming AND THE WEAK SUFFER WHAT THEY MUST?: 
Europe's Crisis and America's Economic Future, which will be published in the US 
by Nation Books in April 2015.  
 
AND THE WEAK SUFFER WHAT THEY MUST? UK to Bodley Head (Will Hammond editing). 
Translations: German rights to Kunstmann, French to Les Liens qui Libèrent, Greek to 
Patakis, Portugal & Portuguese-speaking African Countries to Marcador. Spanish to Planeta. Dutch to 
De Geus. Serbian to Leguna. Croatian to Sandorf. Polish to Krytyka Polityczna. Portuguese (Brazil) to 
Autonomia Literária. Norwegian to SolumBokvennen. Italian to La Nave di Teseo. Bosnian to  TKD 
Šahinpašić. Japanese to P-Vine. 
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Introduction to The Communist Manifesto  

Yanis Varoufakis  
 

• North American to Vintage Classics (2019) 

• UK to Vintage Classics (April 2018) 

• Manuscript Available  
 

“For a manifesto to succeed, it must speak to our hearts like a poem while infecting the mind with 
images and ideas that are dazzlingly new. It needs to open our eyes to the true causes of the 
bewildering, disturbing, exciting changes occurring around us, exposing the possibilities our current 
reality is pregnant with. It should make us feel hopelessly inadequate for not having recognized 
these truths ourselves, and it must lift the curtain on the unsettling realization that we have been 
acting as petty accomplices, reproducing a dead-end past. Lastly, it needs to have the power of a 
Beethoven symphony, urging us to become agents f a future that ends unnecessary mass suffering 
and inspire humanity to realize its potential for authentic freedom. 
 
No manifesto has better succeeded in doing all this than the one published in February 1848 at 46 
Liverpool Street, London. Commissioned by English revolutionaries, The Communist Manifesto (or 
the Manifesto of the Communist Party, as it was first published) was authored by two young 
Germans – Karl Marx, a twenty-nine-year-old philosopher with a taste for epicurean hedonism and 
Hegelian rationality, and Friedrich Engels, a twenty-eight-year-old heir to a Manchester mill.  … 
 
… The Manifesto is one of those emotive texts that speak to each of us differently at different times, 
reflecting our own circumstances. Some years ago, I called myself an erratic, libertarian Marxist and 
I was roundly disparaged by non-Marxists and Marxists alike.  Soon after, I found myself thrust into a 
political position of some prominence, during a period of intense conflict between the then Greek 
government and some of capitalism’s most powerful agents. Rereading the Manifesto for the 
purposes of writing this introduction has been a little like inviting the ghosts of Marx and Engels to 
yell a mixture of censure and support in my ear.” 

 

Yanis Varoufakis is the former finance minister of Greece and the author of several 
international bestselling books. And the Weak Suffer What They Must?: Europe, Austerity and 
the Threat to Global Stability reveals the underlying problems that led to the Eurozone crisis 
and its ongoing catastrophic mishandling. Adults In the Room: My Battle with Europe's Deep 
Establishment is an explosive memoir that reveals what goes on behind the scenes in Europe's 
corridors of power. Talking To My Daughter About the Economy: A Brief History of 
Capitalism (forthcoming) explains through vivid stories and easily graspable concepts what 
economics actually is and why it is so dangerous in the form of a letter to his teenage daughter. 
Born in Athens in 1961, Yanis Varoufakis was for many years a professor of economics in 
Britain, Australia and the USA before he entered government and is currently Professor of 
Economics at the University of Athens. Since resigning from Greece's finance ministry, he has 
co-founded an international grassroots movement, DiEM25, campaigning for the revival of 
democracy in Europe and speaks to audiences of thousands worldwide.  
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A Season on the Wind: Inside the World of Spring Migration 
Kenn Kaufman 
 

• World English to Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 

• Length: 288 Pages 

• Manuscript available 

• Publication: April 2, 2019 
 

A close look at one season in one key site that reveals the amazing science and magic of 
spring bird migration, and the perils of human encroachment. 
 
 “Kenn Kaufman knows his birds and their miraculous journeys—and he feels them deeply, 
too. An enlightening, thought-provoking, and poignant read.” —Jennifer Ackerman, author 
of The Genius of Birds 
  
“In A Season on the Wind, Kenn Kaufman soars above his Ohio home place and artfully shares 
the world of birds and the miraculous feats of migration that persist amidst constant 
conservation struggles and hard-won successes. It’s a wondrous compendium of stories about 
birds and humans that compels us to be more in nature and work ever harder to protect it. The 
message within to love and conserve is as clear as a Swainson’s thrush’s flight call in a spring 
night sky. What A Season on the Wind does is so much more than inform, it inspires.” —J. Drew 
Lanham, author of The Home Place  
  
“Some people love birds, but others have a passionate commitment to birding. Kenn Kaufman 
has that kind of dedication, which includes a fascination for bird watching, but also he’s a 
genuine part of the birding community dedicated to protecting these beautiful creatures.” —
Craig Newmark, founder of Craigslist 
  
“Seamlessly weaving together natural history with personal narrative, Kaufman reveals how an 
appreciation of birds not only helps build community and conserve land, but also can make life 
a great deal richer for each of us. The more he uncovers the fascinating lives and migratory 
feats of birds, the more wonder and magic he lays bare; by the end, his sense of awe has 
become our own. A Season on the Wind will transform the way we see birds and the season of 
spring!” —Melissa Groo, wildlife photographer and conservationist 
 

Kenn Kaufman is the originator of the Kaufman Field Guide series, is one of the world's 
foremost naturalists. He lives in Oak Harbor, Ohio. 
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Carnival of Losses: Notes Nearing Ninety 
 

Donald Hall 
 

• World English Sold to Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 

• Memoir, Essays 

• Pages Available  

• Length: 224 Pages  
• Publication: July 2018  

 
NPR's 2018 Great Reads 
 
The final book from the former Poet Laureate of the United States, essays from the vantage point of 
very old age. 
  

“Hall lived long enough to leave behind two final books, memento mori titled ‘Essays After 
Eighty’ (2014) and now ‘A Carnival of Losses: Notes Nearing Ninety.’ They’re up there with the 
best things he did.” —Dwight Garner, New York Times 
 
"Donald Hall writes about love and loss and art and home in a manner so essential and direct it’s 
as if he’s put the full force of his life on the page. There are very few perfect books and A 
Carnival of Losses is one of them.”—Ann Patchett 
 
"It’s odd that a book whose subject is loss could be so uplifting. And yet it is. Hall may be telling 
us what it’s like to fall apart, but he does it so calmly, and with such wit and exactitude, that you 
can’t help but shake your head in wonder." — Washington Post 

“It's a beauty, brimming with stories, confessions and faded snapshots in time in which he 
muses about life, settles a few scores and brags a little about his accomplishments . . . It’s odd 
that a book whose subject is loss could be so uplifting. And yet it is. Hall may be telling us what 
it’s like to fall apart, but he does it so calmly, and with such wit and exactitude, that you can’t 
help but shake your head in wonder.” —Ann Levin, Associated Press  

 “It’s a heartbreaking beauty of a book.” —Bookish  

“Hall’s ruminative and detailed reflections on life make this a fantastic follow-up to his Essays 
After Eighty.” —Publishers Weekly, starred review  
 
 

DONALD HALL, served as poet laureate of the United States from 2006 to 2007. He was a member of the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters and a recipient of the National Medal of the Arts, awarded by the 
president.  He died in 2018. 
 
Territories sold for Hall’s ESSAYS AFTER EIGHTY: Spanish rights sold to Valparaíso Publishing House by 
The Foreign Office. Korean rights to East-Asia Publishing Company by Duran Kim.  

https://apps.npr.org/best-books-2018/
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Rampage: MacArthur, Yamashita, and the Battle of Manila 

James M. Scott, Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize 
 

• World English Sold to Norton, Simplified Chinese to Social Sciences 
Academic Press 

• Pages Available  

• Length: 640 Pages 

• Publication October 2018 
 

Amazon: Best History Books of 2018 *  Kirkus Reviews Best Nonfiction of 2018 

The definitive history of one of the most brutal campaigns of the war in the Pacific. 

 “Illuminating....An eloquent testament to a doomed city and its people. Rampage is a moving, 
passionate monument to one of humanity's darkest moments.”-- Wall Street Journal 
 
“Powerful narrative history...impossible to put down.”-- Bob Drogin, Los Angeles Times 
 
“A masterful reconstruction of the horror of the battle.”-- Foreign Affairs 
 
“A chilling, sometimes horrifying narrative of some of the fiercest urban fighting of World War 
II....Scott gives voices to the victims, and that is an important service to history....[He] is a fine 
writer, and he musters his considerable talents to move the storyline forward.”-- Hal 
Bernton, Seattle Times 
 
“An excellent but wrenchingly graphic account of one of the least commemorated massacres in 
World War II....Scott has dug very deep into the U.S. and Philippine records of the battle and 
uses them deftly....[He] wields the vivid testimony of the rare survivors to portray the full 
horrors of the events.”-- Richard Frank, Proceedings 
  
“Told with rich layers of perspective and cinematic immediacy that transports the reader to the 
streets of Manila, this is a gut-wrenching and rewarding reading experience.” — Publishers 
Weekly (starred review)  
 
“Painful but necessary reading for students of World War II.” —Kirkus (starred review) 
 
James M. Scott is the author of Target Tokyo, a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize, The War Below, 
and The Attack on the Liberty. He lives in Charleston, South Carolina. 
 
 Territories sold for Target Tokyo: Jimmy Doolittle and the Raid that Avenged Pearl Harbor 
Simplified Chinese to Changsha Senxin Culture  

https://lithub.com/lit-hubs-favorite-books-of-2018/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kirkusreviews.com%2Fissue%2Fbest-of-2018%2Fsection%2Fnonfiction%2F%3Fpage%3D2%26fbclid%3DIwAR0GnHn5TbZngp66ui2dAs797shtZXqx665M_ldsAl7UtuvtkfIzoMQf7Pw&h=AT3cF0K8i2uT-blOPjwOmNf4PibFKit_6vjMLSXnfqoFZ5QUlCDz6FJnMmOoqYtAikIs2dXM8gdp8S_ynbfyBWKuDvqb9e5Gd05KB69A7B-RJfCUDa960N5jFtDOFQNelE3xYL6QcH3i1FiskOCcgHZa_ujriCi1QynGWzGA1cfDg2yR3OW02gIlrt_18lFdYcRH-CvXp-TRUOdX8F4ChCvDYyuh3r_Y24smvptZU5E9GXm6Hl3HCs3_-caAq9Mnjx8DeP2l0UQuIlxNDmVf07dhSEwxL2fsU07RMKZD4BHCgeqEH56mn3FqC1Ep6wbIgwaQL0BmUU_JtRE67X-I19oetH3xFTMbx5Q9ETbFMYBX63I90ueIcJGJo8Apu9APHyiLPNSZparJhPb11h6JNyiLKtS7C3k7pWZgKH6xbxchCKaIoPsUVGulLoSob1rMrDg763JUUtKDjCZEL0R_N2ejFEMKvZAg9_q8T-l2rqqAwd4Q8Hdff5zwhTJr4ZgtKNUgZbN5eZcUw6rmTJqOT5yEUeDEdagCqmeo6xPhSr132q_rlCavkrHqSYscAsrmv1ZTQkuCpwGBO5IFRJKoL9koAfKhAcVq5Zx9qHUj9Eoa9tbtsEWSsLkzjwgHcA5EuBV-Cw
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The Pope Who Would Be King: The Exile of Pius IX and The Emergence 
of Modern Europe   

 

David Kertzer Winner of the 2015 Pulitzer Prize for Biography 
 

• World English sold to Random House 

• UK English to Oxford University Press, Italian to Garzanti, Simplified Chinese 
to Social Sciences Academic Press 

•  All other territories available.  

• Manuscript Available 

• Publication: April 24th, 2018 

• Book one of a two-book deal 

The Seattle Times: Favorite Nonfiction from 2018 * Christian Science Monitor: Best 2018 Nonfiction 

The Pulitzer Prize–winning author of The Pope and Mussolini tells the story of the bloody revolution that 
stripped the pope of political power and signaled the birth of modern Europe. 
 
“[David I.] Kertzer’s brilliant treatment of the crisis in the papacy between 1846 and 1850 reads like a thriller. 
All the characters, from the poor of Rome to the king of Naples, stand out with a vividness that testifies to his 
mastery of prose.”—Jonathan Steinberg, The New York Review of Books 

“Subtle and brilliantly told.”—Christopher Clark, London Review of Books 
 
“Richly rewarding . . . church history at its most fascinating.”—The Christian Science Monitor 

 “Tense . . . probing . . . Diverse personalities, regimes, and philosophies come into focus as formative 
influences on the unpredictable evolution of church, city, nation, and continent. Essential reading.”—
Booklist (starred review) 

“In this riveting tour de force, David Kertzer shows how and why Pope Pius IX turned Roman Catholicism into 
the nemesis of modernity, with drastic consequences not only for the church but for the West—
consequences felt to this day, when religion and politics form a lethal brew. Elegant writing, the pace of a 
novel, scrupulous scholarship—these hallmarks of Kertzer’s body of work are all in evidence here, 
wonderfully so.”—James Carroll, author of The Cloister 

 
Territories sold for The Pope and Mussolini:  
 

• UK: Oxford University Press 

• Italian: Rizzoli by Berla & Griffini  

• Romanian: Editura Rao by The Graal Agency 

• Portuguese: Individual Editora by The Foreign Office 

• Brazilian: Intrínseca by Agência Riff, 

• Polish: Wydawnictwo Czarne by The Graal Agency 

• French: Les Arènes by Anna Jarota Agency 

https://www.facebook.com/seattletimes/?__tn__=K-R-R&eid=ARCY_xcZg9vbbAdjLDqoQZ469zIZm24yEaBa8HhxFqBM2GnB7KNSSWpQcs_OmbTrDgyNeqXcDcxgWsRg&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD6FKBePtwjKNXcYkfKtgCh6q0vcWO7uB2KWqG3NiaOY6-HHOsaSaua7Ht12BuCJI_m4RVLA812MGjDRaF9wDfT7M44B7cL-mBNZT_knCJWe0QpN_k2albhX28q4I3QG3DEbSG3ouvB7vc23eUhpJ9IFSKimUTSB00Phr3J8UnICNRcD_4n1cMVLN6-ip0YtEhD9t3Cs5AyOCQZSeGPjaL1CehbKc3dVUgDsYTdBJRKxQiGNA27V_Tf17aWE_Vw_JqgP7c5KZpU8pUNWQ6cLCX5jDD_NX6Eg8FJu3-2RJNfgj8e--R4Cy8qR-mM_V3n0Rz6
https://www.csmonitor.com/Books/2018/1207/Monitor-staff-picks-the-best-2018-nonfiction-titles?cmpid=shared-email&fbclid=IwAR1-OIoKkfxoywxHRX6J0WETyxUsLDT7A3uD2x6Qpdf86LY7K-icctJBmcc
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• Simplified Chinese: Beijing Imaginist Time Culture by Bardon-Chinese  

• German: WBG by Mohrbooks 

• Czech: Jota by Graal Agency 

• Turkish: Ayrinti by AnatoliaLit Agency 
 
 
The Pope Who Would be King is something of a prequel to The Kidnapping Of Edgardo Mortara, 
explaining how Pius IX came to be the Pope he was.  
 
Rights for the The Kidnapping Of Edgardo Mortara are controlled by Random House.  
 
Territories sold for The Kidnapping Of Edgardo Mortara (via Random House):  
 

• China: Shanghai 99 

• Taiwan: Rye Field 

• Czech Republic: Grada 

• Holland: Prometheus 

• UK: Picador 

• France: Le Cherche Midi 

• Georgia: Palitra 

• Israel: Kinneret 

• Italy: Rizzoli 

• Japan: Hayakawa 

• Korea: Munhakdongne 

• Poland: Czarne 

• Romania: Litera 

• Russia: Corpus 

• Spain: Berenice 

• Brazil: Intrinseca 

• Portugal: Presenca 

 
 

David I. Kertzer is the Paul Dupee, Jr. University Professor of Social Science and 
professor of anthropology and Italian studies at Brown University, where he served 
as provost from 2006 to 2011. He is the author of nine books, including 2015 
Pulitzer Prize-winner The Pope and Mussolini, The Popes Against the Jews, which 
was a finalist for the Mark Lynton History Prize, and The Kidnapping of Edgardo 
Mortara, which was a finalist for the National Book Award. He has twice been 
awarded the Marraro Prize from the Society for Italian Historical Studies for the 
best work on Italian history.  
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We Are Lost and Found 
Helene Dunbar 
 

• World English Sold to Sourcebooks Fire 

• Manuscript Available  

• Young Adult/Adult Crossover 

• Length: 60,000 words  
 

 

A poignant, heartbreaking, and uplifting, story in the tradition of The Perks of Being a Wallflower 
about three friends coming-of-age in the early 1980s as they struggle to forge their own paths in the 
face of fear of the unknown. 
 
"Dunbar painstakingly populates the narrative with 1980s references-particularly to music-creating a 
vivid historical setting... A painful but ultimately empowering queer history lesson." - Kirkus Reviews 
 
"Dunbar paints a broad and accurate portrait of the pain of the times through a series of emotional 
snapshots." - Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 
 
"It's a certain type of magic that Helene Dunbar managed with this story... A hauntingly beautiful, yet 
scarring story that captures the struggles of figuring out who you are while facing the uncertainties of 
the world, a story that should be mandatory reading for all." - The Nerd Daily 
 
“In haunting and lyrical prose Dunbar beautifully and accurately captures a generation.” – Tom Wilinsky, 
co-author of Snowsisters 
 
Michael is content to live in the shadow of his best friends, James and Becky. Plus, his brother, Connor, 
has already been kicked out of the house for being gay and laying low seems to be Michael's only chance 
at avoiding the same fate. 
 
To pass the time before graduation, Michael hangs out at The Echo where he can dance and forget 
about his father's angry words, the pressures of school, and the looming threat of AIDS, a disease that 
everyone is talking about, but no one understands. 
 
Then he meets Gabriel, a boy who actually sees him. A boy who, unlike seemingly everyone else in New 
York City, is interested in him and not James. And Michael has to decide what he's willing to risk to be 
himself. 
 
Helene Dunbar is the author of THESE GENTLE WOUNDS (Flux, 2014), WHAT REMAINS (Flux, 
2015), BOOMERANG (Sky Pony, March 2018) and PRELUDE FOR LOST SOULS (Sourcebooks 2019, sequel 2020). 
 
THESE GENTLE WOUNDS and WHAT REMAINS: Bulgarian Rights to AMG Publishing  
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 Tell Me How You Really Feel  
Aminah Mae Safi 
 

• World English Sold to Macmillan/ Feiwel & Friends 

• Young Adult Contemporary Fiction 

• Manuscript Available 

• Length: 320 Pages 

• Publication: June 11th, 2019 
 

Aminah Mae Safi's Tell Me How You Really Feel is an ode to romantic comedies, following 
two girls on opposite sides of the social scale as they work together to make a movie and try 
very hard not to fall in love. 

“A beautifully diverse cast, a hopeful look at growing up, and a blossoming spring romance 
between well-developed characters are sure to spark joy in teen readers.” — Publishers 
Weekly, Starred 

“As much about finding yourself as it is about finding love, this smart, feminist story shows that 
expectations shouldn’t dictate the future.”  — School Library Journal, Starred 

"The queer hate-to-love story you need in your life." — Bustle 

“Dense, wonderful and fulfilling — an enemies-to-lovers story that stands out all on its own.” — 
NPR 

"A queer romance that will sweep readers away." — Kirkus Reviews 

"Tell Me How You Really Feel is the best kind of rom-com: genuine and absorbing, with 
wonderfully over-the-top declarations of love." — Shelf Awareness 

“A beguiling tale of young love between two sworn enemies, a cheerleader and a film nerd, in 
this witty, smart and entertaining romantic comedy” — The Buffalo News 

 
Aminah Mae Safi is a Muslim-American writer who explores art, fiction, feminism, and film. She 
loves Sofia Coppola movies, Bollywood endings, and the Fast and Furious franchise. She’s the 
winner of the We Need Diverse Books short story contest. She lives in Los Angeles, California, 
with her partner, a cat bent on world domination, and another cat who’s just here for the 
snacks.  She is the author of Not The Girls You’re Looking For (2018).  

 
  



 
 

 

 

 

 

Strothman Agency Rights Guide- 27 – 

Contact Lauren MacLeod, lauren@strothmanagency.com  

Not The Girls You’re Looking For 
Aminah Mae Safi 
 

• World English Sold to Macmillan/ Feiwel & Friends 

• Russian to AST Limited 

• Young Adult Contemporary Fiction 

• Manuscript Available 

• Length: 336 Pages 

• Publication: June 19th, 2018 

"...equal parts conflict and heart..." —Teen Vogue 

"Safi’s prose style has a lively staccato rhythm that captures Lulu’s spirited nature… . In 
addition to Safi’s focus on multicultural identity, her story provides a candid perspective on 
female friendships that are full of conflict, love, and angst...Safi offers a refreshing 
perspective on conformity and the path to self-actualization."—Publishers Weekly (starred) 

"Safi’s debut novel offers Arab and Muslim readers a teenager they can relate to as they too 
learn to navigate racial and religious tensions in a predominantly white society. Delightful 
and funny but still giving voice to serious issues of sexual consent and xenophobia." —
Kirkus Reviews  
 
"These authentic teen girls are smart, complicated, sexual, and sensitive. Their friendships 
can be mean and messy, but they are also fiercely loyal. This rich story also explores biracial 
and mixed culture identity (Lulu has a white mom and an Arab dad) in all its joys and 
struggles… . This debut is a worthwhile purchase for all teen collections." —School Library 
Journal 

"As hilarious as it is heartwarming, this beautiful story about family, friendships, and one 
amazingly complex teenage girl will leave you begging for more." —Sandhya Menon, New 
York Times bestselling author of When Dimple Met Rishi 

“Engaging and unexpected, voice-y and full of verve, this a whip-smart swan dive into all the 
messiness of best friendships and new romance, fitting in and growing up.” 
—Katie Cotugno, New York Times-bestselling author of How to Love 

 “An honest slice of teen life from a teen character you need to know."  
—Sara Farizan, author of If You Could Be Mine 

Aminah Mae Safi is a Muslim-American writer. Safi was the winner of the We Need Diverse 
Books short story contest, and that story appears in the anthology Fresh Ink. She lives in Los 
Angeles, California, with her partner and cat. Not the Girls You’re Looking For is her first book. 
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These Gentle Wounds and What Remains 

Helene Dunbar 
 

• World English to Flux 

• Manuscripts Available 

• Young Adult 
 

These Gentle Wounds (Flux, 2016) 

• Bulgarian Rights to AMG Publishing 

• Length: 312 Pages 
 

Sometimes I wish I'd lost a leg or something. Everyone can understand that. They never get it when what's been 
broken is inside your head. 
 
Five years after an unspeakable tragedy that changed him forever, Gordie Allen has made a new home with his 
half-brother Kevin. Their arrangement works since Kevin is the only person who can protect Gordie at school and 
keep him focused on getting his life back on track.  
 
But just when it seems like things are becoming normal, Gordie's biological father comes back into the picture, 
demanding a place in his life. Now there's nothing to stop Gordie from falling into a tailspin that could cost him 
everything--including his relationship with Sarah, the first girl he's trusted with the truth. With his world spinning 
out of control, the only one who can help Gordie is himself . . . if he can find the strength to confront the past and 
take back his future. 
 
"A heartbreaking novel, this first-person narrative lets readers inside the mind of someone who has suffered abuse 
and is dealing with post-traumatic stress disorder and survivor's guilt." ―VOYA 

 
What Remains (Flux, 2015) 

• Bulgarian Rights to AMG Publishing 

• Length: 266 Pages 
 

In less than a second . . . . . . two of the things Cal Ryan cares most about—a promising 
baseball career and Lizzie, one of his best friends—are gone forever. In the hours that follow 
. . . . . . Cal's damaged heart is replaced. But his life will never be the same. Everyone expects 
him to pick up the pieces and move on. But Lizzie is gone, and all that remains for Cal is an 
overwhelming sense that her death was his fault. And a voice in his head that just . . . won't . 
. . stop. Cal thought he and his friends could overcome any obstacle. But grief might be the 
one exception. And that might take a lifetime to accept . . .  
 
"Recommended to fans of tragic love stories à la John Green and Rainbow Rowell."—VOYA  
 
"Teens will enjoy this as the warm and caring story of friendship that it is."—School Library Connection 

 
Helene Dunbar is the author of THESE GENTLE WOUNDS (Flux, 2014), WHAT REMAINS (Flux, 
2015), BOOMERANG (Sky Pony, March 2018) and PRELUDE FOR LOST SOULS (Sourcebooks 2019, sequel 
2020). 
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Fallen Isles Trilogy 

Jodi Meadows 
 

• World English Sold to Katherin Tegen/ Harper Collins 

• Young Adult Fantasy 

• Manuscript for BEFORE SHE IGNITES (Book One), AS SHE ASCENDS 
(Book Two), and WHEN SHE REIGNS (Book Three) 

• Length: 110,000 words 

• WHEN SHE REIGNS Publication: September 2019 
 

“A fully realized fantasy world complete with dragons, treachery, and flawed characters discovering 
their courage. I couldn’t put it down!” —C. J. Redwine, New York Times bestselling author of The 
Shadow Queen 
 
From the New York Times bestselling co-author of My Lady Jane comes a smoldering new fantasy trilogy 
perfect for fans of Victoria Aveyard and Kristin Cashore about a girl condemned for defending dragons 
and the inner fire that may be her only chance of escape. 
  
Praise for BEFORE SHE IGNITES: 
 

“In this first of the Fallen Isles Trilogy, Meadows sows the seeds for an exciting follow-up 
and creates a rich, vivid world with characters who blossom on the page…. A page-turner 
that promises future intrigue, special powers, and dragon adventures.” — Kirkus Reviews 
 
“Meadows portrays acutely Mira’s insecurities about not living up to the demands of her 
station or to her mother’s expectations…while exploring issues of inclusivity and 
discrimination. Fans of Naomi Novik’s Temeraire series or Julie Kagawa’s Talon books will 
be delighted.” — Publishers Weekly 
 

“The complex political system is compellingly built, and Mira’s characterization is 
admirable. Hand to fans of rich world building—and, of course, fans of dragons.”— 
ALA Booklist 
 
“If you were looking for a new YA fantasy book to read with incredibly diverse 
characters, fantastical world-building, and a riveting plot, then Before She Ignites is the 
book for you. This book is what the future of the YA genre should be.” — Geeks of 
Color 
  
Jodi Meadows is the author of the Incarnate trilogy, the Orphan Queen duology, and the Fallen Isles 
trilogy and coauthor of the New York Times bestsellers My Lady Jane and My Plain Jane. Visit her at 
www.jodimeadows.com.  
 
Territories sold for The Orphan Queen Duology (HarperCollins 2015, 2016) UK rights sold by HC to Harper360, 
Turkish rights to Dogan Egmont. Thai rights to Athena Publishing.   
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Donald Hall, Estate  
2010 National Medal of Arts Recipient 
2016 National Book Award Poetry Longlist Finalist  

Donald Hall has published numerous books of poetry, most recently White 
Apples and the Taste of Stone: Selected Poems 1946-2006 (Houghton 
Mifflin, 2006); The Painted Bed (2002) and Without: Poems (1998), which 
was published on the third anniversary of his wife and fellow poet Jane 
Kenyon's death from leukemia. Other notable collections include The One 
Day (1988), which won the National Book Critics Circle Award, the Los 
Angeles Times Book Prize, and a Pulitzer Prize nomination; The Happy Man 
(1986), which won the Lenore Marshall Poetry Prize; and Exiles and 
Marriages (1955), which was the Academy's Lamont Poetry Selection for 
1956. 

Besides poetry, Donald Hall has written books on baseball, the sculptor 
Henry Moore, and the poet Marianne Moore. He is also the author of 
children's books, including Ox-Cart Man (1979), which won the Caldecott 
Medal; short stories, including Willow Temple: New and Selected Stories 
(Houghton Mifflin, 2003); and plays. He has also published several 
autobiographical works, such as The Best Day The Worst Day: Life with 
Jane Kenyon (2005), Life Work (1993), which won the New England Book 
award for nonfiction and Unpacking the Boxes: A Memoir of a Life in 
Poetry (2008). 

His honors include two Guggenheim fellowships, the Poetry Society of America's Robert Frost 
Silver medal, a Lifetime Achievement award from the New Hampshire Writers and Publisher 
Project, and the Ruth Lilly Prize for poetry. Hall also served as Poet Laureate of New Hampshire 
from 1984 to 1989. In December 1993 he and Jane Kenyon were the subject of an Emmy 
Award-winning Bill Moyers documentary, "A Life Together." In the June 2006, Hall was 
appointed the Library of Congress's fourteenth Poet Laureate Consultant in Poetry.   

For rights information on the following or any Donald Hall titles, please contact The Strothman Agency: 
 

• Life Work  

• Seasons at Eagle Pond 

• Here at Eagle Pond  

• Without  

• White Apples and Taste of Snow/Selected Poems of Donald Hall  

• Fathers Playing Catch with Sons   
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Jane Kenyon, Estate    
 
 

Jane Kenyon was born in 1947 in Ann Arbor, Michigan, and grew up in the 
Midwest. She earned a B.A. from the University of Michigan in 1970 and 
an M.A. in 1972. That same year, Kenyon married the poet Donald Hall, 
whom she had met while a student at the University of Michigan. With 
him she moved to Eagle Pond Farm in New Hampshire.  
 
During her lifetime Jane Kenyon published four books of poetry—
Constance (1993), Let Evening Come (1990), The Boat of Quiet Hours 
(1986), and From Room to Room (1978)—and a book of translation, 
Twenty Poems of Anna Akhmatova (1985). In December 1993 she and 

Donald Hall were the subject of an Emmy Award-winning Bill Moyers documentary, "A Life 
Together." At the time of her death from leukemia, in April 1995, Jane Kenyon was New 
Hampshire's poet laureate. A fifth collection of Kenyon's poetry, Otherwise: New and Selected 
Poems, was released in 1996, and in 1999, Graywolf Press issued A Hundred White Daffodils: 
Essays, Interviews, the Akhmatova Translations, Newspaper Columns, and One Poem. 
 
 
For information on the following or any Kenyon titles, contact Graywolf Press directly. 

                                                                                                                                                       
• A Hundred White Daffodils  

• Collected Poems  

• Constance  

• From Room to Room  

• Let Evening Come  

• Otherwise: New & Selected Poems  

• The Boat of Quiet Hours  
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John K. Galbraith, Estate   
 

 
 
John Kenneth Galbraith who was born in 1908, was the Paul M. Warburg 
Professor of Economics Emeritus at Harvard University and a past 
president of the American Academy of Arts and Letters. He is the author 
of thirty-one books spanning three decades, including The Affluent 
Society, The Good Society, and The Great Crash. In 2000, at a White House 
ceremony, he was given the Presidential Medal of Freedom.  

 
 

 
 
 
Please contact The Strothman Agency for rights information on all titles, including: 
 

• The Great Crash   

• The Affluent Society  

• The New Industrial State 

• Money 

• Economics in Perspective 

• American Capitalism 

• Economics in Perspective 

• Economics and the Public Purpose 

• A Short History of Financial Euphoria 

• The Economics of Innocent Fraud 

• The Essential Galbraith 

• The Good Society 

• The Voice of the Poor 

• A Life in Our Times 

• Name Dropping: From FDR On 

• A Tenured Professor  

• The Scotch  

• The Triumph: A Novel of Modern Diplomacy 
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Doris Grumbach  

 
Doris Grumbach is the author of many novels and memoirs including 
Fifty Days of Solitude, Life in a Day, The Ladies, and Chamber Music, 
has been literary editor of the New Republic, a nonfiction columnist for 
the New York Times Book Review, a book reviewer for National Public 
Radio and the televised McNeil-Lehrer Newshour, and a bookseller in 
Washington, DC, and Maine. She received the Bill Whitehead 
Award for Lifetime Achievement from Publishing Triangle in 2000.  She 
turned 100 on July 12, 2018. 

 
 
Please contact The Strothman Agency for rights information on all titles, including: 
 

Memoirs 

• Coming into the End Zone 

• Fifty Days of Solitude 

• Extra Innings 

• The Presence of Absence 

•  Life in a Day 

• The Pleasure of Their Company 

 

Novels 

• Chamber Music 

• The Ladies 

• The Magician's Girl 

• The Book of Knowledge 

• The Missing Person 
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Barbara Cooney Estate 
 
For rights information for the following titles, contact Penguin Press: 

• Miss Rumphius (Caldecott Medal Award Winner) 

• Eleanor  

• The Year of the Perfect Christmas Tree 

• The Story of Holly and Ivy  

• Island Boy  

• Hattie and the Wild Waves   

• Ox-Cart Man (Caldecott Medal Award 
Winner) 

• The Remarkable Christmas of the Cobbler’s 
Sons  

• Squawk to the Moon, Little Goose  

• Louhi, Witch of North Farm  

• When The Sky is Like Lace 

• Only Opal 
 
Contact HarperCollins for information about: 

• Chanticleer and the Fox (Caldecott Medal Award Winner) 

• Roxaboxen 
 
Contact Little, Brown for information about: 

• Letting Swift River Go 

• Basket Moon 
 
Contact Random House for information about: 

• Emily 

• Emma 
 
Contact Walker for information about: 

• How the Hibernators Came to Bethlehem 

• Kildee House 

• Seven Little Rabbits 
 

For all other Barbara Cooney titles, contact The 
Strothman Agency LLC.  
 


