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Aftershock 

Alison Taylor 
 
For readers of  Gail  Honeyman and Maria Semple comes the 
compulsively readable upmarket book club debut AFTERSHOCK by 
Alison Taylor.  
 
Meet Jules, Chloe’s middle-aged mother, whose history of chronic pain turns her into an 
opiate addict in danger of losing her job and the life she has built for herself, and Chloe, 
her frustrated daughter, a millennial lesbian, clearly not getting the support she needs as 
she navigates the tough waters of early adult life. Connected by trauma, both mother and 

daughter are unable to address the emotional impact and secrets surrounding the tragic death of a baby sister, years 
prior. 
 
Chloe was six when the baby died. Nightmares haunt her still. After Chloe drops out of university to travel for a year, 
Jules’s Oxy dependency quickly becomes problematic. We follow their parallel journeys: Jules struggles to regain control 
of her life, and to come to terms with the emotional pain that has so long manifested itself in her body. Chloe, after a 
rocky visit with her estranged father and his new family in New Zealand, resolves to go off the map, hoping it will help 
her understand her place in the world. 
 
When Jules suddenly can’t find her daughter, it is all too familiar. Shared trauma has driven them a world apart, but they 
will need to find each other again to begin to heal. 
 
ALISON TAYLOR is a writer, stand-up comic and video artist whose work has screened internationally. She has an MFA in film from 
York University and is a graduate of the Humber School for Writers. She has previously published in Exile Literary Quarterly and is 
currently working on her next novel, in which three estranged siblings are forced to reunite after their mother suffers a debilitating 
stroke. Originally from Hamilton, Ontario, Alison currently splits her time between Toronto, where she works as a television editor, 
and Fredericton, where her partner lives with their two cats. 
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Canada, HarperCollins Canada, Spring 2020 

Manuscript Available April 2019 
Film Rights Available 
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The Boat People 

Sharon Bala 
 
For readers of  Khaled Hosseini  and Chris  Cleave,  THE BOAT 
PEOPLE is  an extraordinary novel  about a  group of refugees who 
survive a  perilous ocean voyage only to face the threat of  
deportation amid accusations of  terrorism. 
 
When a rusty cargo ship carrying Mahindan and 500 fellow refugees from Sri Lanka's bloody 
civil war reaches safe Canadian shores, the young father thinks he and his six-year-old son can 
finally start a new life. Instead the group is thrown into a prison, with government officials and 
news headlines speculating that among the "boat people" are members of a separatist militant 

organization responsible for countless suicide attacks—and that these terrorists now pose a threat to Canada's national 
security. 
 
As the refugees become subject to heavy interrogation, Mahindan is haunted by the choices he made in Sri Lanka, acts of 
desperation that enabled his escape but now threaten his and his son’s chance for asylum. 
 
Inspired by real life events, this is a spellbinding and timely novel about identity and belonging; family secrets and loss; and the 
divisive rhetoric around immigration. Told through the alternating perspectives of Mahindan, his lawyer, and the adjudicator 
who must decide his fate, THE BOAT PEOPLE offers a compassionate window into the current refugee crisis. 
 

SHARON BALA’s bestselling debut novel, THE BOAT PEOPLE, was published in January 2018 and is a finalist for this 
year’s Canada Reads competition. Last November she won the 2017 Journey Prize for her short story Butter Tea at 
Starbucks and had a second story on the long-list. Sharon's short fiction has been published in two anthologies and 
several Canadian magazines including: Hazlitt, Grain, PRISM international, The Dalhousie Review, The New Quarterly, 
and Maisonneuve. sharonbala.com. 
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World Rights Available Ex:  
U.S., Doubleday; Canada, McClelland & Stewart; Turkey, Mevsimler;  

Syria, Fawasel Publishing; World French, Mémoire d'encrier 
Manuscript Available 
Film Rights Available 

Represented by Stephanie Sinclair 
stephanie@transatlanticagency.com 

 
#1 National Bestseller 

Canada Reads Finalist 2018 
 

“Timely and engrossing...This is a powerful debut." 
—Publishers Weekly 

 
“Cinematic details transport us to a tension-rich drama. Bala moves 

fluidly from past to present, mixing memories with current 
crises…juxtapositions build and maintain suspense all the way to the 

last line, where readers are left hanging, as if justice is in our 
hands…The Boat People reminds us of the fragile nature of truth." 

—BookPage 
 

“A perfect book for our times" 
—Toronto Star  

“A real ship of refugees inspires a novel about the messy 
consequences of war…Memorable…Chilling…" 

—Kirkus Reviews 
 

“Recommended for all fiction collections."  
—Library Journal 

 
“In her emotional debut, Sharon Bala composes empathetic 

characters and encourages her audience to endure their struggles. 
She grips her readers and dives into the humanity of the world she's 
created; when they resurface, they'll be gasping for air. Breathlessly 

beautiful, The Boat People reminds everyone of the value of 
compassion in a world claiming no shortage of hatred and 

violence."  
—Shelf Awareness, starred review 
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Crow Winter 

Karen McBride 
 
For readers of  Eden Robinson, this  is  CROW WINTER by Karen 
McBride,  an important new voice in Indigenous l iterature.  
 
Nanabush. A name that has a certain weight on the tongue—a taste. Like lit sage in a 
windowless room or aluminum foil on a metal filling. 
 
Trickster. Storyteller. Shapeshifter. 
 

An ancient troublemaker with the power to do great things only he doesn’t want to put in the work. 
 
Since coming home to Spirit Bear Point First Nation, Hazel Ellis has been dreaming of an old crow. He tells her he’s here 
to help her, save her. From what, exactly? Sure, her dad’s been dead for almost two years and she hasn’t quite reconciled 
that grief, but is that worth the time of an Algonquin demigod? 
 
Soon Hazel learns that there’s more at play than just her own sadness and doubt. The quarry that’s been lying unsullied 
for over a century on her father’s property is stirring the old magic that crosses the boundaries between this world and 
the next. With the aid of Nanabush, Hazel must unravel a web of deceit that, if left untouched, could destroy her family 
and her home on both sides of the Medicine Wheel. 
 
KAREN MCBRIDE is an Algonquin Anishnaabe writer from the Timiskaming First Nation in the territory that is now Quebec. She holds 
a Bachelor of Arts in Music and English, as well as a Bachelor of Education from the University of Ottawa. Most recently, Karen 
graduated with a Master of Arts in the Field of Creative Writing from the University of Toronto. CROW WINTER is her first novel.  
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World Rights Available Ex: 
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Manuscript Available 
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Daughters of Silence 

Rebecca Fisseha 
 
A début novel  that is  psychologically  astute,  and fi l led with 
metaphor,  wisdom, and the vibrant colours of  Ethiopian l ife ,  
DAUGHTERS OF SILENCE will  satisfy readers who loved Ghana 
Must Go by Taiye Selasi  and  The God of Small  Things by Arundhati  
Roy.  
 
First-person narrator Dessie is a flight attendant, who, shortly after her mother’s death in 
Canada, finds herself stranded in her birth place, Ethiopia, due to the ash and smoke from 
the volcano in Iceland that closed the skies to air travel in 2010. Duty commands her to 

pay her respects to her grandfather, Shaleka, as soon as she arrives, but Dessie’s conflicted past stands in her way. The 
family holds multiple secrets, and just as the volcano’s eruption disordered Dessie’s work life, so does her mother’s death 
cause cataclysmic disruptions in the fine balance of self-deceptions, lies, and false histories that characterize the 
relationships among Dessie’s family members. From the trauma of Italy’s invasion to the shame of unwed motherhood, 
and abuse that meets with silence, Dessie pieces together the mystery of her mother’s life, and through that process, 
comes to terms with her own. 
 
REBECCA FISSEHA’s short fiction has appeared in many literary journals, including Room Magazine, Joyland Magazine, The Rusty 
Toque, and is upcoming in the Addis Ababa edition of Akashic Books’ Noir series. Her play, wise.woman was produced by b current in 
Toronto in 2009.  
 
Rebecca holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Theatre and a Master’s Degree in Communications and Culture from York University; a 
Diploma in Writing for Film and Television from the Vancouver Film School; and a Certificate in Creative Writing from the Humber 
School for Writers. Rebecca Fisseha was raised in Ethiopia, Austria, and Switzerland; and has been based in Toronto since 1998. 
www.rebeccafisseha.com 
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World Rights Available Ex: 
English and French Canada, Goose Lane Editions, Fall 2019 

Manuscript Available March 2019 
Film Rights Available 

Represented by Marilyn Biderman 
marilyn@transatlanticagency.com 
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The Dead Celebrities 
Club 

Susan Swan 
 
For fans of The Wolf of  Wall  Street  and The Sellout  by Paul Beatty 
comes Swan's  latest  novel  THE DEAD CELEBRITIES CLUB, a  
satirical  gem about the ultimate con man who might just  fal l  into 
the trap of his  own con. 
 

From multiple prize finalist and internationally bestselling author Susan Swan comes THE DEAD CELEBRITIES CLUB a 
timely novel filled with action and satire featuring the hedge fund whale, Dale Paul, a witty, self-absorbed rogue and 
raconteur. Who may or may not be an unreliable narrator (okay, he's unreliable). 
 
However, charm and childhood connections to billionaire media personality Earl Lindquist—a candidate for the American 
presidency, touting divisive new policies—aren't enough to stop Dale Paul from being sent to an upstate New York white 
collar jail on multiple counts of fraud for gambling away US military pensions. 
 
Promising himself to earn back his son's previously gambled inheritance (the hedge fund, remember?) Dale Paul dreams 
up an illegal lottery for his fellow inmates based on the death of old and frail celebrities called ‘The Dead Celebrities 
Club’. And as an added perk, he manages to take revenge on old friends like Earl who have abandoned him while he's in 
the slammer. 
 
Disgraced and for once in his life, penniless, Dale Paul's relationships with his family deteriorate while he works on his 
scheme to make himself rich again. 
 
Win or lose, Dale Paul goes through a sea change that may (or may not) make a new man of him. But will the enterprising 
gambler get caught in his own con? 
 

SUSAN SWAN's critically acclaimed fiction has been published in fifteen countries and translated into eight 
languages. Rights for a television series based on Swan's first novel The Biggest Modern Woman of the World have 
recently been sold to Temple Productions, whose projects include the TV series Orphan Black. Nominated for the 
Governor General's Literary Award and Books in Canada's first novel award, The Biggest Modern Woman of the 
World tells the life story of a giantess who exhibited with P.T. Barnum. Swan's last novel, The Western Light 
published in 2012 is a prequel to The Wives of Bath, her bestselling gothic novel about a murder in a girls' school. A 
finalist for the Guardian Fiction Prize and the Trillium Book Award, The Wives of Bath was made into the feature film 
Lost and Delirious, shown in 32 countries. A previous novel What Casanova Told Me was a finalist for the 

Commonwealth Writers' Prize; it was named a top book of the year by The Globe and Mail and published by Knopf, Canada, 
Bloomsbury U.S. and in Spain, Russia, Poland, Serbia and Portugal. Swan's other novels include The Last of the Golden Girls, published 
in Canada and the U.S., and Stupid Boys are Good to Relax With. Swan lives in Toronto. She was awarded York University's Robarts 
Chair in Canadian Studies in 2000. 
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Cormorant Books Canada, May 4, 2019 

Manuscript Available 
Film Rights Available 

Represented by Samantha Haywood 
samantha@transatlanticagency.com 



 
 

  

8 

 

Elemental 

Catherine Bush 
 
Introducing ELEMENTAL, an urgently compelling and 
provocatively timely new novel  that weaves climate change,  love,  
family and Shakespeare's  The Tempest  onto a f ictionalized 
version of Fogo Island,  off  the coast of  Newfoundland, where the 
storm that opens the novel  whips up enough force to touch l ives 
and rip small  houses apart.  
 

The time is now or an alternate near now, the world close to being our own. After speaking out about the extremities of 
arctic melting, prominent climate change scientist Michael Wells finds himself set upon by climate change deniers and 
ousted from his university position in the U.S. His life overturned, he flees with his young daughter to Flame Island, a 
remote island in the North Atlantic where, as locals say, "The wind decides everything." 
 
Years later, with a massive hurricane churning up the North American east coast, he lures three men to the island with 
the promise of a climate engineering experiment that may help lower planetary temperatures: a flamboyant airline 
magnate interested in supporting such a project through his tech innovation fund; the magnate's corporate-world 
brother; and a notorious climate-change denier. 
 
The novel, which takes place over thirty-six hours, alternately follows the scientist's daughter, nineteen-year-old Miranda 
Wells, and Caleb Borders, a local youth who works for the scientist and whose life has become inextricably and painfully 
entangled with that of Wells and his daughter. 
 
Ultimately the novel is Miranda's account of how her life alters, and how life and weather and the world around us can 
sometimes change so slowly that we barely notice and sometimes so fast and radically that we barely know what has 
happened to us. 
 
Change, as Miranda says, is always clearest after it happens. 
 
One of Canada's most inventive and highly regarded novelists, CATHERINE BUSH is the author of four novels. Her work has been 
critically acclaimed, published internationally and shortlisted for literary awards. Accusation (Goose Lane Editions, 2013) was one of 
NOW magazine's Best Ten Books of 2013, an Amazon.ca Best Book and a Canada Reads Top 40 pick. Her first novel, Minus Time 
(Hyperion in the U.S., HarperCollins Canada, Serpent's Tail in the UK, 1993), was shortlisted for the Books in Canada/SmithBooks First 
Novel Award and the City of Toronto Book Award. Her second novel, The Rules of Engagement (FSG in the US, HarperCollins Canada, 
etc., 2000) was a national bestseller and chosen as a New York Times Notable Book and as a Best Book of the Year by The Globe and 
Mail in Canada and by the L.A. Times in the U.S. Her third novel, Claire's Head (McClelland and Stewart, 2004), was shortlisted for 
Ontario's Trillium Award and was a Globe and Mail Best Book of the Year. She has been a repeat TRACS artist-in-residence in Tilting, 
on Fogo Island. She is an Associate Professor and Coordinator of the Creative Writing MFA at the University of Guelph. She can be 
found at www.catherinebush.com 
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 Canada English, Goose Lane Editions, Spring 2020 

Manuscript Available March 2019 
Film Rights Available 

Represented by Samantha Haywood 
samantha@transatlanticagency.com 
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Foe 

Iain Reid 
 
From the bestsell ing author of I 'M THINKING OF ENDING 
THINGS, optioned by Oscar winner Charlie  Kaufman for a  Netflix  
Original  feature,  sold in over 20 territories,  named a best book of 
the year by NPR  & Amazon, a  Shirley Jackson Award finalist ,  comes 
Iain Reid's  new thril ler ,  a  rural  suspense with elements of  grounded 
sci-fi  called FOE. 
 
FOE, Reid's highly-anticipated follow-up, a young couple's quiet, simple existence 
devolves into paranoia and uncertainty after the sudden arrival of a mysterious stranger 

from the city. The man hasn't appeared by accident or chance, but purposefully, to deliver alarming, life-altering news… 
 
Junior and Hen are a quiet married couple. They live a comfortable, solitary life on their farm, far from the city lights, but 
in close quarters with each other. One day, a stranger from the city arrives with surprising news: Junior has been 
randomly selected to travel far away from the farm...very far away. The most unusual part? Arrangements have already 
been made so that when he leaves, Hen won’t have a chance to miss him at all, because she won’t be left alone—not 
even for a moment. Hen will have company. Familiar company. 
 
FOE is a taut, rural suspense story exploring the struggle between desperation and fear, delusion and obligation, marriage 
and individuality. For fans of the hit series Black Mirror, FOE is an unsettling mind-bender that churns with unease from 
its first page, and memorably blurs the boundaries of literary, horror, and science fiction. It churns with unease and 
suspense from the first words to its shocking finale. 
 
IAIN REID is the author of two critically acclaimed, award-winning books of nonfiction. A recipient of the prestigious RBC Taylor 
Emerging Writer Award, Reid has written for a variety of publications, including The New Yorker. FOE is his second novel following his 
internationally bestselling debut thriller, I'M THINKING OF ENDING THINGS. 
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U.S., Scout Press S&S; Canada, Simon & Schuster Canada; U.K., Scribner; German, Droemer;  
Portuguese in Brazil, Rocco; Italian, Rizzoli; Turkish, Teas; Czech, Leda; French, Presses de la Cité; Portuguese; 20/20 Editora 

Film/TV: Anonymous Content 
Manuscript Available 

 
I'M THINKING OF ENDING THINGS: U.S., Scout Press; Canada, Simon & Schuster Canada; U.K. & A.N.Z., Text Publishing; Dutch, 
Prometheus; Portuguese in Brazil, Rocco; French, Presses de la Cite; Israel, HaKursa; Danish, Lindhardt og Ringhof; Germany, Droemer; 
Hebrew, Teas; Polish, Prosznski; Thai, WeLearn; Simplified Chinese in China, United Sky; Korean, Arumdri Media Publishing; Russian in 
Russia, Centrepolygraph Publishers; Icelandic in Iceland, Bjartur & Verold (plus auctions ongoing in Spain & Hungary); Spain, Alianza; 

Hungary, Athenaeum; Macedonian, Ili-Ili; Greek, Patakis; Italian, Rizzoli 
Represented by Samantha Haywood 
samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

 

 “I'm Thinking of Ending Things is an ingeniously twisted 
nightmare road trip through the fragile psyches of two young 

lovers. My kind of fun!"  
—Academy-award winning writer Charlie Kaufman 
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Honey 

Brenda Brooks 
 
For fans of the hit  f i lms  Carol  and Bound  with neo noir  hints of  Zoe 
Heller 's  Notes On A Scandal comes Brenda Brook's  new dark love 
story,  HONEY. 
 
Nicole Hewett, 24, plays piano at The Crescendo Casino outside Buckthorn, a small any 
town going downhill since the 2008 financial collapse. A loner musical prodigy, the most 
important person in Nicole's life is her childhood friend Honey Ramone, who left town 
without explanation when the two were both 18. Six years later life is still uneventful 
without Honey's charismatic presence. 

 
When Nicole's father is killed in a car accident Honey reappears and the two quickly renew their friendship. It becomes 
clear that during Honey's missing years she's engaged in a number of desperate activities to support herself and her 
chronically ill mother: online porn, for instance, and certain fraudulent behavior while working for a corrupt manager (and 
ex-boyfriend) at a bank in the large city of Torrent, 3 hours south. 
 
Nevertheless Nicole is relieved, and intrigued, to have Honey back in her life. She soon offers Honey $20,000 to repay a 
loan from the aforementioned troublesome ex-boyfriend, Donald Aurbuck, and secretly borrows the funds from the 
insurance settlement her mother received because of the fatal car accident. 
 
But: Aurbuck isn't satisfied. He wants Honey back. One night when Nicole returns to the apartment the two women now 
share as lovers, she finds that Honey has killed Aurbuck in 'self-defense.' Fearing that Honey will be jailed for past crimes 
if they call the police (and because she shot him three times) they stuff Aurbuck's body into his vintage MG and head for 
the lake. 
 
The following week they leave on a planned vacation to Las Vegas: drinking, gambling, sex, old movies on the big TV—
more drinking. Soon Nicole begins to wonder about some of Honey's current, as well as past, behavior: who is she talking 
to on her phone? Is she meeting someone at a bar? Who is that man she's dancing with? The nature of Vegas is so illusory 
and the alcohol (and sensuality) run so free that Nicole often feels she's in a dream world. Deeply in love by then, under 
Honey's spell both sexually and emotionally, she questions her own perceptions. 
 
Part noirish intrigue, but above all a love story—HONEY is the tale of two women, two "millenials" coming of age in 
dangerous times, a tale of lost innocence and the search for redemption through love, art, and the imagination. 

 
BRENDA BROOKS has published two poetry collections and a novel, Gotta Find Me an Angel, a finalist for the 
Amazon.ca/Books In Canada First Novel Award. Her work has been included in anthologies in the U.S., Canada, 
and the UK . She lives and works on Saltspring Island, BC. HONEY is her second novel, she is at work on her 
third. 
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North America, ECW Press, Fall 2019 

Manuscript Available 
Film Rights Available 
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The Honey Farm 

Harriet Alida Lye 
 
For fans of Darren Aronfsky's  Black Swan  and readers of Kazuo Ishiguro's  
unnerving novel Never Let Me Go ,  THE HONEY FARM, by the talented Harriet 
Alida Lye is  a  psychological  thril ler  about art,  bees and love.  
 
The drought has discontented the bees. Soil dries into sand and honeycomb stiffens into wax. But 
Cynthia knows how to breathe life back into her farm; she’ll advertise it as an artists’ colony with free 
room, board, and “life experience” in exchange for labor from aspiring artists. 
 

Wide-eyed, religious Silvia is sitting on her childhood bed, just three days from graduation, when she sees the ad. She doesn’t think of 
herself as much of an artist, having written just one poem in her entire life. But the chance to test her independence proves irresistible, 
as does the man she meets on the honey farm, Ibrahim. A passionate, inspired painter, he’s also been lured from the clutch of his loving 
family to the colony, which at first seems utterly idyllic. To Silvia, Ibrahim, and a group of residents of mixed ability and enthusiasm, 
Cynthia spoons out her hard-won knowledge about the science of harvesting honey and the dramatic hierarchical dynamics at work 
within the hives.  
 
But in Harriet Alida Lye’s astonishing debut, something lies beneath the surface. The edenic farm is plagued by events that strike Silvia 
as ominous: water runs red, frogs swarm the pond, and scalps itch with lice. One by one the other residents depart, leaving only 
Ibrahim and Silvia, perilously in love under Cynthia’s watchful eye. Silvia and Cynthia circle each other warily, for as Cynthia herself 
says of the bees “you can’t have two queens at once.” As a sultry summer cools to autumn, Cynthia's carefully guarded secrets begin to 
unspool, while Silvia becomes paralyzed by doubt; is she truly in danger, or is she losing her mind?  
 
In the hands of brilliant newcomer Harriet Alida Lye, the natural world is both lovely and menacing, as lushly depicted as the interior 
lives of her characters. Building to a shocking conclusion, THE HONEY FARM announces the arrival of a bold new voice and offers a 
thrilling portrait of creation and possession in the natural world. 
 
HARRIET ALIDA LYE lives in Toronto. Her essays have been published in VICE, Hazlitt, the Happy Reader, the National Post, and 
more, and she was a writer-in-residence at Shakespeare & Company in Paris. THE HONEY FARM is her first novel. 
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World Rights Available Ex:  
U.S., WW Norton Liveright; Canada, Vagrant Press; Australia, Penguin Random House, Spring 2018 

Manuscript Available 
Film Rights Available 

Represented by Stephanie Sinclair 
stephanie@transatlanticagency.com 

 
“An aura of mystery, faintly tinged with menace, permeates Canadian 
author Lye’s sensuous debut...Lye offers an achingly lyrical excursion 

into a lost Eden." —Publishers Weekly 
 

“Mysterious, suspenseful, and unnerving, The Honey Farm offers a 
thrilling narrative that examines the distorted realities and conflicting 

perceptions that often exist in the quietest places.”  
—Iain Reid, bestselling author of I’m Thinking of Ending Things 

 
“Lush, poetic. . . . Each lyrical line feels like a gift left at the reader's 

altar. A honey-mouthed debut ruminating on creation, possession, and 
faith.” —Kirkus Reviews  

 

 
“Lye evokes gothic tropes and an aura of foreboding that recall Shirley 
Jackson and Daphne du Maurier by way of the tortured Catholicism of 

Flannery O’Connor.”  
—Quill & Quire, Editor's Pick 

 
“Reminiscent of an Agatha Christie mystery. . . . Lye is at her best when 
describing the natural world. . . Her fascination with apian life and the 

little-known techniques of bee-keeping give rise to the most memorable 
scenes in the novel." 

—New York Times Book Review 
 

“With a strong command of tone and a haunting sense of atmosphere, 
Lye’s first novel will transfix readers. At times lyrical, biblical, and 

otherworldly, The Honey Farm is a suspenseful and well-crafted story.” 
—Booklist 



 
 

  

12 

 

Just Pervs 

Jess Taylor 
 
In her second short-story collection,  JUST PERVS, Jess  Taylor joins 
a  chorus of female voices—Mary Gaitskil l  (Bad Behaviour ) ,  Maggie 
Nelson (The Argonauts ) ,  Chris  Kraus (I  Love Dick ) ,  and Naja Marie 
Aidt (Baboon )—who speak honestly  and openly about sex and 
women’s quests for fuller  and richer experiences.  
 
With an arrestingly frank literary voice and plenty of sly humour, Jess Taylor explores the 
strange oppression and illumination that desire can create, the bewilderment of 
adolescence, the barriers to intimacy we discover within ourselves and the ones imposed 

on us, all while championing expressions of female sexuality in their many forms. In “Tight ‘n Bright,” a twenty-something 
woman goes home to have sex with a guy she met on an afternoon lake cruise, only to realize that he disgusts her, but 
not as much as her own behaviour does. In “The Puberty Drawer,” friends gleefully share their innocent yearnings, 
confusion, and wonderment at the power of sexual drive. In “Cavern” a married couple begin to see a star-filled black 
hole above their bed that grows larger as they become increasingly estranged. In the title story, four girlfriends grow up, 
drift apart, and pine for each other in isolated silence, until one of them is murdered.  
 
JESS TAYLOR is a Toronto writer and poet. She founded The Emerging Writers Reading Series in 2012. Pauls, her first collection of 
stories, was published by BookThug in 2015. The title story from the collection, “Paul,” received the 2013 Gold Fiction National 
Magazine Award. Jess has also released two chapbooks of poetry, And Then Everyone: Poems of the West End (Picture Window Press, 
2014) and Never Stop (Anstruther Press, 2014). Jess is currently at work on a novel and continuation of her life poem, Never Stop. She 
lives in Toronto. 
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Praise for Pauls 

 
“A magical and penetrating collection of strange, mundane, 
traumatized and ecstatic people who are all named Paul. Its 

simple sentences are little atoms of wonder.” 
—Heather O’Neill, author of The Lonely Hearts Hotel 

 
“Reading a Jess Taylor story is like planting a magic bean and 

watching, with a flashlight, as it grows overnight into something 
you’ve never seen before. But then you climb up the stalk of the 

story and look around and realize there is no magic at all, at least, 
nothing un-real. These are true stories, illuminated with the 

wisdom of Flannery O’Connor and the wild leaping logic of Hans 
Christian Andersen.” 

—Michael Winter, author of Minister Without Portfolio 

 
 
 

“Taylor’s début collection is a cycle of bristlingly good stories 
that all feature at least one character named Paul. It’s an exciting 

thing to behold; one gets the sense of discovering in her 
authentic, compelling voice a master-in-waiting, like a young 

Alice Munro.” 
—National Post 

 
“Taylor is fascinated by the politics of romance, visiting over 

and again deceits, unspoken words, veiled threats, and the 
fundamental inability for men to understand women (and, of 

course, vice versa). For an author who’ll turn 30 four years from 
now, Taylor exhibits remarkable insights into matters of the 

fickle heart.” 
—Toronto Star 
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The Lady and the 
Lionheart 

Joanne Bischof 
 
When Charlie  Lionheart,  a  charismatic carnival  nomad, convinces 
Ella  to join the the show as a  traveling nurse,  she shows signs of  
fal l ing for him, but Charlie  questions if  he is  brave enough to 
expose the dark reason for the tattoos beneath his  collar,  and if  she 
might have him regardless.  

 
As the circus tents are raised on the outskirts of 1890 Roanoke, nurse Ella Beckley arrives to tend to a young Gypsy 
child—all under the watchful eye of a guardian who not only bears a striking resemblance to the child, but who protects 
the baby with a love that wraps around Ella's own tragic past, awakening a hope that goodness in the world might yet 
reign. 

 
An ACFW Carol Award and ECPA Christy Award-winning author, JOANNE BISCHOF writes deeply layered fiction 
that tugs at the reader’s heartstrings. Her most recent novel, The Lady and the Lionheart, received an extraordinary 
5 Star TOP PICK! from RT Book Reviews, among other critical acclaim. She lives in the mountains of Southern 
California with her three children and is soon to release the all new Blackbird Mountain series with HarperCollins 
Christian. You can visit her online at JoanneBischof.com. 
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*****5 Star Romantic Times TOP PICK 

 
Christy Award Winner 

 
Carol Award Winner 

 
INSPY Award Winner 

 
RT Book Reviews Reviewer’s Choice Award Winner 

 
 
 

“Heartachingly beautiful...captivates ... pitch perfect ... brilliantly 
multi-dimensional ... will linger for years." 

 
“Charlie Lionheart is the hero of heroes and a reflection of the 
fairy tale “Beast.” He is so brilliantly multidimensional that he 

could easily live outside the pages." 
 

“The redemption organically sewn into the story’s tent flaps will 
linger with readers for years." 
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The Last Resort 

Marissa Stapley 
 
From bestsell ing author Marissa Stapley comes a gripping novel about 
marriage,  loyalty,  and the deadly secrets that unravel  over the course of a  
two-week couples’  therapy retreat in Mexico.  
 
We all have thirteen secrets. Five stay buried forever, but the rest will be revealed. 
 
Miles Markell is missing, and everyone is a suspect. 
 
To the guests at The Harmony Resort, Doctors Miles and Grace Markell appear to be a 

perfect power couple. They run a couples’ therapy retreat in a luxurious resort in the Mayan Riviera where they help 
spouses deal with their marriage struggles. 
 
Johanna and Ben’s relationship looks great on the surface, but in reality, they don’t know each other at all. Shell and Colin 
fight constantly—Colin is a workaholic, and Shell always comes second—but what has really torn them apart is too 
devastating to talk about. When both couples begin Harmony’s intensive therapy program, it becomes clear that 
Harmony is not all that it seems—and neither are Miles and Grace. What are they hiding, and what price will these 
couples pay for finding out their secrets? 
 
As a powerful hurricane descends on the coast, trapping both the hosts and their guests, confidences are revealed, 
loyalties are tested, and not one single person—or marriage—will ever be the same. 
 
A gripping exploration of relationships and trust, The Last Resort is a propulsive read about all the big truths we hide, 
even from ourselves. 

 
MARISSA STAPLEY is a the bestselling author whose novels Mating for Life and Things to Do When It’s Raining have 
been published around the world. She is also a journalist whose work has appeared in newspapers and magazines 
across North America, including The Globe and Mail, Toronto Star, Elle, Hazlitt, Today’s Parent, Reader’s Digest, and 
many others. More information about Marissa Stapley can be found at www.marissastapley.com or by following her 
on Twitter and Instagram @marissastapley. 
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“Atmospheric and evocative, Marissa Stapley's THE LAST RESORT 
brings together a cast of characters with secrets as destructive as the 

hurricane threatening the island, and explores how far we'll go to 
keep the truth buried. Fast-paced, expertly plotted and highly 
entertaining, this novel is perfect for fans of Liane Moriarty!"  
—Karma Brown, bestselling author of The Choices We Make 

“The Last Resort has all the ingredients for an impossible-to-put-
down thrill ride of a read—but it's also got something more: well-
developed characters who feel intensely real, polished prose that 

never descends into the trite or predictable, and authentic emotional 
heft. It will fascinate you, enlighten you, break your heart and mend 

it again. Read this book!"  
—Jennifer Robson, internationally bestselling author of Somewhere 

in France and The Gown 
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Like Rum-Drunk 
Angels 

Tyler Enfield 
 
A unique and electrifying blend of classic  tales.  Think  Butch Cassidy and the Sundance 
Kid and  Patrick DeWitt ’s  The Sisters Brothers  meets The Arabian Nights .  
 
LIKE RUM-DRUNK ANGELS is Tyler Enfield’s dazzling sophomore novel, wide in scope and broad in its imagination. This 
brilliant and inventive tale revolves around Francis Blackstone, a lovestruck youth in search of the fortune that will allow 
him to marry the girl of his dreams. With few prospects for immediate wealth in sight, Francis joins forces with the 
notorious gunslinger, Bob Temple. Together they form The Blackstone Temple Gang, an infamous group of gentleman 
train robbers who become a country-wide media sensation.  
 
Set in the Wild West, this is an offbeat and slightly magical literary work. Filled with big skies, daring shoot-outs, and 
blazing dialogue, it is an entirely original retelling of the Aladdin story as an American western—a rich combination of 
classic love story, quest journey, and a tribute to boyhood enthusiasm. 
 
TYLER ENFIELD is an Edmonton-based writer and photographer. He is the author of four novels, including Madder Carmine (Great 
Plains Publications, 2015), which was winner of the 2016 High Plains Book Award, a finalist for the Robert Kroetsch City of Edmonton 
Prize, and a nominee for the Alberta Readers Choice Award. His film, Invisible World (National Film Board of Canada, 2017) was co-
written with Madeleine Thien, and was the winner of three Alberta Screen Awards. Other awards include ForeWord Reviews Book of 
the Year, New Brunswick Literary Prize for Fiction, and the Moonbeam award. You can learn more about him at TylerEnfield.com. 
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“Madder Carmine is a masterpiece... Enfield’s fever dream of a 

classical quest is dizzying, poetic and original... a major work that 
deserves to be celebrated.” 

—High Plains Book Award judges 
 

“Brilliant... mind-bending... in the same frenetic vein as Patrick 
DeWitt's genre-bashing novels, Tyler Enfield’s Madder Carmine 

is a step of above, and vividly beyond." 
—Thomas Trofimuk, author of Waiting for Columbus 

  
 
 

 
“Original and gripping right up to the final page..."  

—Publishers Weekly 
 

“Like The Sister's Brothers... only better." 
 —CBC's RadioActive 

  
“Intelligent and poetic... dreamlike and tangible... [Madder 

Carmine] is rich with its own unique spark." 
 —Maple Tree Literary Supplement 
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Polar Vortex 

Shani Mootoo 
 
For readers of  Herman Koch, Rachel Cusk,  and Andre 
Alexis  comes a seductive and tension-fi l led new novel  by 
one of Canada’s  most widely acclaimed literary fiction 
authors,  Shani Mootoo.  
 
Priya, our protagonist, is fairly unreliable and like some of us, dishonest 
with herself and those around her, especially about her relationship to her 
partner Alex and her past “friendship” with Prakash. 

 
So when a visit from her old friend Prakash disrupts Priya’s home life with Alex, questions of Priya’s true intentions 
surface in her monogamous relationship with Alex. Did Priya invite Prakash? And if so why? And if not, why does she 
want him to visit so badly after being out of touch with him for years? 
 
POLAR VORTEX dances the line between a Mrs. Dalloway stream-of-consciousness storytelling with a Little Fires 
Everywhere atmosphere of foreboding. 
 
SHANI MOOTOO was born in Ireland, grew up in Trinidad and lives in Canada. She holds an MA in English from the University of 
Guelph, writes fiction and poetry, and is a visual artist who has exhibited locally and internationally. Mootoo’s novels include Moving 
Forward Sideways Like a Crab, long-listed for the Scotia Bank Giller Prize, shortlisted for the Lambda Award; Valmiki’s Daughter, long-
listed for the Scotia Bank Giller Prize; He Drown She in the Sea, long-listed for the Dublin IMPAC Award, and Cereus Blooms at Night, 
shortlisted for the Scotiabank Giller Prize, The Chapters First Novel Award, The Ethel Wilson Book Prize, and long-listed for the Man 
Booker Prize. She is a K.M. Hunter Arts Award and 2017 Chalmers Fellowship Award, and the James Duggins Outstanding Midcareer 
Novelist Award recipient. Her visual art has been exhibited locally and internationally, most notably at the Museum of Modern Art, 
NYC, the Vancouver Art Gallery, and at the Venice Biennale at the Transculture Pavilion. She currently lives in Prince Edward County in 
Ontario. 
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The Quintland Sisters 

Shelley Wood 
 
For fans of Paula McLain and Wayne Johnston and readers of  The Birth 
House  by Ami McKay,  comes Shelley Wood's  mesmerizing debut novel,  
THE QUINTLAND SISTERS—a tour de force of imagination, taking 
readers inside the devastating true story of the Dionne Quintuplets and 
through one of the most significant custody battle in history.  
 
Emma Trimpany is just 17 when, by twist of fate, she ends up assisting at the harrowing birth of the 
Dionne quintuplets: five identical sisters born into hardscrabble Northern Ontario in the 1930s. 
When the babies are removed from their Francophone parents, becoming Wards of the King to be 

raised by an Anglophone doctor, Emma is hired on as their nurse. 
 
Other caregivers cycle through the Dionne Nursery at a disquieting pace as the girls become the most lucrative tourist attraction of 
the Great Depression, drawing visitors from around the globe. Emma—shy, with a disfiguring birthmark and an eye for quirky detail—
records everything in her diary, her love for the girls blinding her to the danger of remaining in their lives. 
 
As the bitter custody battle over the quintuplets reaches a fever pitch, Emma finds herself torn between the fishbowl sanctuary of 
Quintland and the call of the wider world, now teetering on the brink of war. 
 
THE QUINTLAND SISTERS is a work of fiction steeped in research, a coming-of-age novel bound up in one of the strangest true tales 
of the past century. 

 
SHELLEY WOOD worked for more than a decade as a medical journalist before trying her hand at fiction. Her short stories, 
creative nonfiction, travel writing, and essays have appeared in the Nashwaak Review, The New Quarterly, The Antigonish 
Review, Room, carte blanche, Bath Flash Fiction, and The Globe and Mail. She has won the Tethered by Letters F(r)iction 
contest, the Okanagan Short Story Contest, the Cobalt Review‘s Frank McCourt prize for creative nonfiction, and the 
Causeway Lit nonfiction contest. As a health reporter and editor, Wood has won several Canadian Online Publishing Awards, 
the U.S. Online News Award for Specialty Site journalism, and the National Institute of Health Care Management (U.S.) print 
journalism prize. She is also the host of the prize-winning Heart Sounds podcast. THE QUINTLAND SISTERS is her first novel. 
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“Wood cleverly combines fact and fiction in a fast-paced novel that will 

leave readers contemplating how the best intentions of government 
intervention can have dire, unanticipated consequences." —Publishers 

Weekly  
 

“A charming and well-researched…tale of love and survival."  
—Kirkus Reviews 

 
“An impeccably researched historical novel that will enthrall you. From 

the moment Shelly Wood introduced the remarkable Dionne 
quintuplets, I was utterly captivated. Wood’s vivid story-telling through 
the eyes of a young nursing assistant perfectly captures the astonishing 

birth and early days of the famous quintuplets’ lives.” 
—Joanna Goodman, author of The Home for Unwanted Girls 

 
“Meticulously researched and sensitively told, this book is a journey not 

to be missed.”  
—Heather Young, author of The Lost Girls 

 
“Before the fishbowl world of reality television and carefully curated 

social media accounts, there was Quintland. In The Quintland Sisters, 
Wood deftly captures the fascinating collisions between faith and 

science, powerful and poor, and the tensions that arise when a rural 
town and its inhabitants are cast under the relentless scrutiny of the 

public’s obsession with one extraordinary family. The story of the 
Dionne quintuplets serves as a timely reminder of the humanity we all 

share, no matter our differences in social class, religion, or nationality.” 
—Elise Hooper, author of The Other Alcott and Learning to See 
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Recipe For A Perfect 
Wife 

Karma Brown 
 
When Alice Hale and her husband move from Manhattan to the New York suburbs, she 
finds a vintage cookbook buried in a box in the old home's basement and becomes 
captivated with the cookbook's previous owner. It had belonged to 1950s housewife 
Nellie Murdoch, who lived in the same house and left clues to her life throughout the 
cookbook's pages and within a series of letters penned to her mother that were 
mysteriously never mailed. Soon Alice discovers what Nellie was hiding and learns that 

while Baked Alaska and Meatloaf five ways may seem harmless, Nellie's secret was anything but. Plagued by her own 
marital expectations and disenchanted with her suburban life, Alice—with help from the cookbook and Nellie's decades-
old secret—will have to decide what “happily ever after” means for her…and what she’s willing to do to get it. 
 
In a departure from her usual tear-jerking and emotive women's fiction, internationally bestselling author Karma Brown 
has written an intelligent, noir treatment of marriage. In this compelling page turner, a vintage cookbook and an old 
house connect across the decades a reluctant, modern housewife to a 1950s housewife with a sinister secret, proving you 
can never really know what goes on behind closed doors. 
 
KARMA BROWN is an award-winning journalist and author of the bestsellers Come Away With Me, The Choices We Make, In This 
Moment and The Life Lucy Knew. In addition to her novels, Brown's writing has appeared in publications such as SELF, Redbook, 
Canadian Living, Today's Parent, and Chatelaine. Author website: www.karmakbrown.com. 
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“...a powerful and evocative story about the life-altering 

consequences of a single decision. Karma Brown delivers a 
riveting tale, infused with emotion and morality, that will leave 

readers asking, 'What would I have done?'"  
—Emily Giffin, #1 New York Times-bestselling author, on In 

This Moment 
 

“Fascinating and deeply moving. I'm sure I'll be thinking about 
this powerful, compelling story for a long time to come."  

—Jill Santopolo, USA Today bestselling author of The Light We 
Lost on The Life Lucy Knew 

 

 
“Fans of Elizabeth Gilbert’s EAT PRAY LOVE will flock to this 
novel…. A heartbreaking yet hopeful tale... Karma Brown is a 

talented new voice in women's fiction."  
—Lori Nelson Spielman author of The Life List 
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The Spectacular 

Zoe Whittall 
 
From award-winning screenwriter and Giller  Prize finalist  Zoe Whittall  
comes her highly anticipated new novel,  THE SPECTACULAR, an 
energetic  exploration of three generations of women and their  shifting 
relationships to sexuality and motherhood and each other.  

 
Ruth is in her seventies living in suburban Montreal and enjoying a hot affair with the widower neighbour, when she finds out she is 
dying. She decides to throw herself a farewell party in the seaside village on the Aegean where she spent her childhood in Turkey—but 
declines to tell anyone the reason for the party. She takes along Missy, her 22-year-old grand-daughter, a cello player in a notorious art 
rock orchestra experiencing a wave of commercial success. Missy, a hard-partying musical prodigy with a ravenous sexual appetite for 
multiple lovers on tour, is exhausted from touring and running away from an unfortunate incident at the border involving a forgotten 
flap of cocaine. Missy decides to take Ruth up on the offer of the plane ticket to Turkey where she hopes to dry out and get some 
perspective. Discovering she’s pregnant right before the trip, Missy and Ruth find themselves at odds over their beliefs on motherhood 
and abortion. But are they really as different as they assume? 
 
Andrea, Missy’s mother, married young and never had a chance to fulfill her own needs and dreams, deciding in her twenties to leave 
her marriage and teenaged daughter Missy in Ruth’s care. When Andrea returns, Missy is 38 years-old, changed from her art rock 
orchestra days and wants nothing more than to be a mother. But Missy is stuck in a stagnant relationship with a man-child and 
contemplating separation and becoming a single mother in her remaining fertile years. Finally fulfilling more of a mother role, Andrea 
comes to Missy’s side to support her just as an unexpected former lover makes a return to Missy’s life. 
 
Smart, funny, and at times provocative and unconventional, The Spectacular reveals the loves and struggles of three women answering 
the questions of motherhood and marriage in new and profound ways. 
 
Winner of the Canadian Screen Award for best comedy writing, ZOE WHITTALL's third novel, The Best Kind of People, is being adapted for feature 
film by Sarah Polley, was shortlisted for The Giller Prize, and named Indigo's #1 Book of 2016, selected as a Heather’s Pick and a best book of the year by 
Walrus Magazine, The Globe and Mail, Toronto Life, & the National Post. She has worked as a TV writer on CBC/IFC's The Baroness Von Sketch Show, 
which Vogue called "the best thing out of Canada since Ryan Gosling" and several other TV shows, including Schitt's Creek and Degrassi. Her second 
novel, Holding Still for as Long as Possible, won a Lamda literary award and was named a Stonewall Honor Book by the American Library Association, 
and her debut Bottle Rocket Hearts, was named one of CBC Canada Reads' best books of the decade. She has also written three volumes of poetry. 
Her short fiction has appeared in Granta, Hazlitt, Maisoneuve, and more. Born in the Eastern Townships of Quebec, she has an MFA from the 
University of Guelph and lives in Toronto with her family. Her next novel, THE SPECTACULAR, is forthcoming with Ballantine in the U.S. and 
Harpercollins in Canada. 
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Praise for THE BEST KIND OF PEOPLE 

“A humane, cleareyed attempt to explore the ripple effects of sexual 
crime."  

—Kirkus Reviews 
 

“Diversity of opinion on what might have happened and who is to 
blame will make for a thoughtful consideration and conversation, 

pegging this as a perfect book-club choice."  
—Booklist 

 
“Whittal brings realism and humanity to the story."  

—Publishers Weekly 

“The jury found Zoe Whittall's The Best Kind of People urgent and 
timely, nuanced and brave. This gripping story challenges how we hear 
women and girls, and dissects the self-hypnosis and fear that prevent us 

from speaking disruptive truth. With subversive precision and solid 
veracity, Whittall calls into question pervasive forms of silence and 

acquiescence."  
—2016 Scotiabank Giller Prize Jury 

 
“Whittall places the reader right at the centre of their pain. It's the best 

depiction of female suffering I've read since Jane Smiley eloquently 
tackled sexual abuse in A Thousand Acres."  

—Toronto Star 
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The Student 

Cary Fagan 
 
In the tradition of Mrs. Dalloway  by Virginia Woolf  and reminiscent 
of  Brooklyn by Colm Toibin,  Cary Fagan brings Miriam fully  to l ife  in 
masterful  prose full  of  beauty and insight.  
 
Part One. In the fall of 1957, Miriam Moscowitz is a serious and passionate young student of 
literature at the University of Toronto, an insightful reader of the new critics, of T.S. Eliot, of 
Beckett. And she is a dutiful if headstrong Jewish daughter, the apple of her father’s eye, the 
worry of her mother (who leaves her books on ‘women’s problems’). She studies hard, goes 
to college parties, works summers, dates a young Jewish man with a good job, worships the 

professors whose offices she visits in the hallowed quadrangle of beautiful, stately University College. Life seems to be 
going just as she wants it. Until she asks a professor to recommend her for the graduate program at the university and 
discovers that she’s not welcome. Everything changes for Miriam, who begins a reckless affair with an American student 
obsessed with the civil rights clashes in the south. When the young man abandons her to join the movement back home, 
Miriam gets on a bus to follow him, no longer sure of anything in her life. 
 
Part Two. Sunday, August 1, 2005. Miriam is seventy years old. The family descends on her house in preparation for the 
marriage ceremony of her son Michael, one of the first gay marriages in the country. A retired professor and a 
grandmother, Miriam finds her life upended by the knowledge that her husband, a doctor several years younger, is having 
another affair. While trying to take care of her family as well as help a woman Muslim student, she faces anew the 
question of how to live. 
 

CARY FAGAN is a highly acclaimed, award-winning author of picture books and novels for kids in addition to his 
acclaim as an author of novels and anthologies for adults. His books include The Market Wedding (Sydney Taylor 
Honor Book, Jewish Book Award, World Storytelling Award), Daughter of the Great Zandini (Mr. Christie's Book 
Award, Silver Medal), The Fortress of Kaspar Snit (Silver Birch Honor Book), and most recently, Directed by Kaspar 
Snit and Ten Old Men and a Mouse. He is the author of a YA biography of dancer Chan Hon Goh, Beyond the Dance, 
a finalist for the Norma Fleck Award. Cary Fagan also writes novels and story collections for adults. He lives in 
Toronto with his two daughters. 

 
More information about Cary Fagan can be found on his website: www.caryfagan.com 
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This Has Nothing To 
Do With You 

Lauren Carter 
 

For fans of dark and powerful  family dramas comes THIS HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH 
YOU, a complex character-driven story that explores how we are tied to each other,  how 
you can’t  outrun grief ,  and how sometimes,  it ’s  your turn to take care of  your family.  
 
THIS HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH YOU is narrated by 21-year-old Melony Barnett who is trying to come to terms with 
the reality that her mother murdered her father and her father’s girlfriend. 
 
The story begins in April 1994, nearly three years after the murders and a few months after Mel has returned from 
traveling in the American Southwest in an attempt to escape her family circumstances. Her mother is now in a women's 
prison, although Mel refuses to take her calls or respond to her letters. Mel’s older brother, Matt, who dropped out of 
university and altered his plans in order to help their mother through her trial, is married and has an infant daughter in 
Norbury, where Mel also lives now. 
  
When Mel discovers during her job working with the library archives that Sophie is actually her father’s girlfriend’s 
stepsister she learns a deep lesson in empathy, acceptance and forgiveness while also realizing that her brother has not 
told her the whole truth about the circumstances leading to her abusive father’s murder. 
  
Meanwhile, Matt is slowly slipping into a long-delayed breakdown. When Matt is hospitalized after a suicide attempt and 
Mel learns about his feelings of responsibility because their mother told him her plans and he did nothing, Mel realizes 
that she must take on his role as caregiver. When their mother is injured in a prison altercation and needs support, Mel 
must decide whether or not to come to terms with her mother despite her anger and unresolved feelings about her past. 
 
THIS HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH YOU explores the helplessness many of us feel as we watch world and personal 
events we are powerless to control and the need to either step forward to do what we can or retreat in order to heal. 
 
LAUREN CARTER is the author of the novel Swarm, named by CBC as one of forty books that could change Canada. Her short story 
was selected by John Metcalf for inclusion in 15: Best Canadian Stories. A transplanted Ontarian, she lives near Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
Visit her online at www.laurencarter.ca. 
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Untitled (Justice for All) 

Reema Patel 
 
For readers of  Secret Daughter  by Shilpi  Somaya Gowda and 
Americanah  by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie,  and fans of  Jhumpa 
Lahiri ,  comes the haunting and vivid debut novel  from Reema 
Patel .  This is  Slumdog Mill ionaire  meets The God of Small  Things .  
 
Rakhi is a twenty-three-year old former street child haunted by the grisly aftermath of a 
prank turned fatal. Guilt-ridden and fearful, she lives alone in a one-room hutment in a 
Mumbai slum, and works as an office girl at a crumbling NGO for renowned human rights 
lawyer, Gauri Verma. 

 
The monotony of Rakhi's life breaks when Alex, an over-privileged and entitled new intern starts working at her office. 
Naive and disarming, Alex persuades Rakhi into a transaction that seems harmless, at first. 
 
Against Rakhi's strongest instincts, class lines blur, friendships blossom, and everything she once knew to be true is set 
ablaze. Her quest to find redemption is a journey of self-discovery in which she learns harsh truths about trust, belonging, 
and ultimately, survival. 
 
REEMA PATEL has a B.A. in Political Science and International Development Studies from McGill University, and a J.D. from the 
University of Windsor. After working in Mumbai's social justice sector on two separate occasions: first as an intern in a street child-
focused NGO, and again after her first year of law school in a human rights law office, the idea for JUSTICE FOR ALL came to her. The 
second chapter of this novel won the 2013 Penguin Random House Student Award for Fiction at the University of Toronto's School of 
Continuing Studies. Reema has since worked with Shyam Selvadurai through Diaspora Dialogues. JUSTICE FOR ALL is her debut 
novel. Reema Patel is a lawyer who investigates government maladministration at the City of Toronto. Her work advances equity, 
fairness and accountability in the delivery of services to the public. 
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Your Life is Mine 

Nathan Ripley 
 
Instant national bestseller  Nathan Ripley follows up the success of  
Find You in the Dark  with YOUR LIFE IS MINE, a  psychological  
thril ler  perfect for anyone fascinated by compelling true crime stories 
such as Wild,  Wild Country  and The Road to Jonestown .  
 
Blanche Potter thought she'd escaped the sins of her father but now they've come back to 
haunt her.  

 
When she was a small child, Chuck Varner went on a shooting spree before turning the gun on himself. To Blanche and 
her mother, Crissy, Chuck was not the crazed killer that the media portrayed: he was a devoted leader, a man whose 
beliefs could have changed the world. For years, mother and daughter worked together to honor his memory. But after 
Crissy reveals the truth about the notorious mass murderer and decides to carry on Chuck’s violent gospel herself, 
Blanche finally snaps out of the cult and flees. 
 
Now an adult, Blanche has completely distanced herself from the bloody legacy of her parents—until she learns that her 
mother has been murdered. Blanche returns to her childhood home and soon discovers that there’s more to her death 
than police are willing to reveal: The detective handling the case knew her mother before she died. So did a journalist 
who has been nosing around the case. Blanche begins to suspect that these men—and others who seem to be following 
her every move—are new disciples in the cult that her father started. 
 
Pulse-pounding and filled with shocking twists and turns, YOUR LIFE IS MINE explores the dangers of untrustworthy 
leaders, family secrets, and how the past can return to haunt you in the present. 
 

 
NATHAN RIPLEY is the pseudonym of award-winning author and screenwriter Naben Ruthnum who lives in 
Toronto, Canada. Find You in the Dark, his first novel, was an instant bestseller, pre-empted for TV by eOne and 
now under development with Corus Entertainment. His next thriller, YOUR LIFE IS MINE, is forthcoming in 2019. 
Naben Ruthnum is also the author of Curry: Eating, Reading, and Race. Visit him at www.nathanripley.com or 
follow him on Twitter @NabenRuthnum. 
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Praise for Find You In The Dark 

 
“Ripley's debut offers a twist on the typical serial-killer story. . . . 

a unique spin with just enough creepy details to keep suspense 
readers interested." —Booklist 

 
“[A] gripping debut thriller. . . Dexter fans will enjoy the creepy 

vibe." —Publishers Weekly 

 
 
 

“Engrossing. . . . This debut thriller by the pseudonymous Ripley 
(Journey Prize winner Naben Ruthnum) is highly recommended 

for fans of Lee Child and C.J. Box."  
—Library Journal 
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A Girl Named Lovely 
ONE CHILD'S MIRACULOUS SURVIVAL AND MY JOURNEY TO THE HEART 
OF HAITI 

Catherine Porter 
 
An insightful  and uplifting memoir about a  young Haitian girl  in 
post-earthquake Haiti ,  and the profound, l ife-changing effect she had 
on one journalist 's  l ife .  
 
In January 2010, a devastating earthquake struck Haiti, killing hundreds of thousands of 
people and paralyzing the country. Catherine Porter, a newly minted international reporter, 

was on the ground in the immediate aftermath. Moments after she arrived in Haiti, Catherine found her first story. A 
ragtag group of volunteers told her about a “miracle child”—a two-year-old girl who had survived six days under the 
rubble and emerged virtually unscathed. 
 
Catherine found the girl the next day. Her family was a mystery; her future uncertain. Her name was Lovely. She seemed 
a symbol of Haiti—both hopeful and despairing. 
 
When Catherine learned that Lovely had been reunited with her family, she did what any journalist would do and 
followed the story. The cardinal rule of journalism is to remain objective and not become personally involved in the 
stories you report. But Catherine broke that rule on the last day of her second trip to Haiti. That day, Catherine made the 
simple decision to enroll Lovely in school, and to pay for it with money she and her readers donated. 
 
Over the next five years, Catherine would visit Lovely and her family seventeen times, while also reporting on the 
country’s struggles to harness the international rush of aid. Each trip, Catherine's relationship with Lovely and her family 
became more involved and more complicated. Trying to balance her instincts as a mother and a journalist, and 
increasingly conscious of the costs involved, Catherine found herself struggling to align her worldview with the realities 
of Haiti after the earthquake. Although her dual roles as donor and journalist were constantly at odds, as one piled up 
expectations and the other documented failures, a third role had emerged and quietly become the most important: that 
of a friend. 
 
A GIRL NAMED LOVELY is about the reverberations of a single decision—in Lovely’s life and in Catherine’s. It recounts a 
journalist’s voyage into the poorest country in the Western hemisphere, hit by the greatest natural disaster in modern 
history, and the fraught, messy realities of international aid. It is about hope, kindness, heartbreak, and the modest but 
meaningful difference one person can make. 
 
CATHERINE PORTER is the Canada bureau chief for The New York Times, based in Toronto. She joined the paper in February 2017 
from the Toronto Star, Canada's largest-circulation newspaper, where she was a columnist and feature writer. Catherine has received 
two National Newspaper Awards in Canada, the Landsberg Award for her feminist columns, and a Queen’s Jubliee Medal for 
grassroots community work. She lives in Toronto with her husband and two kids. 
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A Good Wife 
ESCAPING THE LIFE I  NEVER CHOSE 

Samra Zafar 
 
She faced years of  abuse after arriving in Canada as a  teenage bride 
in a  hasti ly  arranged marriage,  but nothing could stop Samra Zafar 
from pursuing her dreams. 
 
At 15, Samra Zafar had big dreams for herself. She was going to go to university, and forge her own 
path. Then with almost no warning, those dreams were pulled away from her when she was suddenly 
married to a stranger at 16 and had to leave behind her family in the UAE to move to Canada. Her 

new husband and his family promised that the marriage and the move would be a fulfillment of her dream, not a betrayal of it. But as 
the walls of their home slowly became a prison, Samra realized the promises were empty ones. 
 
In the years that followed she suffered her husband’s emotional and physical abuse that left her feeling isolated, humiliated and 
assaulted. Desperate to get out, and refusing to give up, she hatched an escape plan for herself and her two daughters. Somehow she 
found the strength to not only build a new future, but to walk away from her past, ignoring the pleas of her family and risking cultural 
isolation by divorcing her husband.  
 
But that end was only the beginning for Samra. Through her academic and career achievements, she has gone on to become a mentor 
and public speaker, connecting with people around the world from isolated women in situations similar to her own, to young 
schoolgirls in Kenya who never allowed themselves to dream to men making the decisions to save for their daughters’ educations 
instead of their dowries. A GOOD WIFE tells her harrowing and inspiring story, following her from a young girl with big dreams, 
through finding strength in the face of oppression and then finally battling through to empowerment. 
 
SAMRA ZAFAR is an international speaker, human rights activist, scholar, author and social entrepreneur. She also serves as a Governor for 
the University of Toronto, is pursuing a rewarding corporate career and runs Brave Beginnings, the non-profit organization she founded to 
support abuse survivors in their journey to build a life of respect and freedom. Her free time is dedicated to her two beautiful daughters and 
her passion for empowering others through her advocacy and non-profit work. 
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Best Book of 2019 from Washington Post 

 
“Zafar has penned a rare memoir, a life story worth reading and an 

emotional roller coaster that will leave you feeling empowered at the 
end. This is a modern-day fairy tale where the heroine saves her own 

life.” 
—Sharon Bala, bestselling author of The Boat People 

 
“A thoroughly engaging story of strength, feminism and refusal to 
conform to societal and familial expectations. I found it difficult to 

put this book down.”  
—Cea Sunrise Person, bestselling author of North of Normal 

“Samra Zafar’s harrowing story of escaping her abusive marriage in 
Canada—arranged when she was just a teenager in Pakistan—might 
read like a taut domestic thriller, but A Good Wife is all too painfully 

real. I cried while reading this book, but I was also left in awe of 
Zafar’s epic grit and bravery. Her story will stay with you long after 

the last hope-filled page is turned.”  
—Lisa Gabriele, author of the bestselling novel The Winters 

 
“The shining result of a partnership between a sensitive writer and 

an indomitable survivor of domestic abuse…Samra’s resolve and 
ingenuity will inspire you to honour every flicker of longing for 

freedom.”  
—Shauna Singh Baldwin, author of The Tiger 

Claw and The Selector of Souls 
 



 
 

  

27 

A Mind Spread Out on 
the Ground 

Alicia Eliott 
 
For readers of  Ta-Nehisi  Coates comes Alicia  Ell iott ’s  A MIND 
SPREAD OUT ON THE GROUND which questions,  confronts and 
challenges our ubiquitous taboos and ignorance around racism, 
poverty and sexism as experienced by Ell iott ,  an award-winning 
Tuscarora writer,  who grew up on Six Nations reserve and in both 
the U.S.  and Canada.  

 
What are the links between depression, colonialism and loss of language—both figurative and literal? How does white 
privilege operate in different contexts, specifically for a person who is mixed race? What does it mean to be a "bad 
mother"? How do we navigate the painful contours of mental illness in loved ones without turning them into their 
sickness? How does colonialism operate on the level of literary criticism? 
 
A MIND SPREAD OUT ON THE GROUND, Elliott's debut essay collection, is her attempt to answer these questions and 
more. While the title comes from a Mohawk phrase used to describe depression, the image of seeing a mind spread out 
on the ground is how she has come to view this collection: watching the synapses fire, making connections between past 
and present, between the personal and the political, between the seemingly smallest details of a life and the huge, 
historical patterns we keep stubbornly enacting. These essays are Alicia's mind spread out on the ground for us. By 
offering us pieces of her life, as well as insight into how that life relates to the history of this country and continent, 
Elliott hopes to encourage readers to think the same way about our lives: how it has been impacted and shaped by 
history, and our role in not only upholding that history, but changing it, creating a better history for tomorrow. 

 
ALICIA ELLIOTT is a Tuscarora writer living in Brantford, Ontario with her husband and daughter. Her writing has 
been published by The Malahat Review, The Butter, Room, Grain, The New Quarterly, CBC, The Globe and Mail, 
Vice, Maclean's, Maisonneuve, Today's Parent and Reader's Digest. She's currently Associate Nonfiction Editor at 
Little Fiction | Big Truths, and a consulting editor with The New Quarterly. Her essay, "A Mind Spread Out on the 
Ground" won a National Magazine Award. She will be the 2017-2018 Geoffrey and Margaret Andrew Fellow at UBC, 
working with their Creative Writing Department. Alicia is also presently working a manuscript of short fiction. 
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All Things Being Equal 

John Mighton 
 
One of the most important questions of our time is whether we will act on the 
evidence uncovered by cognitive scientists in the last decade about the mechanisms 
of learning. 
 
John Mighton has spent the last decade proving his system of learning which he 
developed in JUMP (Junior Undiscovered Math Prodigies), a charitable organization 

that works to educate students in mathematics. Now he is sharing not only his compelling personal story of his unique 
and varied career in which he became a mathematician in his 30s and a critically acclaimed and award winning playwright; 
but also the successes of JUMP. In anecdotes backed up with the supporting cognitive science Mighton explores how we 
can apply these methods in our larger world. 
 
ALL THINGS BEING EQUAL takes the position that wide-spread social and economic disparities are caused less by 
deficiencies in our social and political systems and more by our ignorance about human potential—that our belief in 
natural academic hierarchies is far more instrumental in causing differences between children in subjects like math and 
the sciences than any inborn or natural abilities. 
 
Because all classrooms and most careers are hierarchical, intellectual poverty cuts across all social classes, so every 
parent, educator and policy-maker should be interested in learning about how this kind of poverty can be eradicated. ALL 
THINGS BEING EQUAL argues that economies can't function properly if people don't have the necessary logical or 
conceptual abilities or understanding of the natural world to calculate the real cost or value of the goods they produce 
and the risk involved in producing those goods.  
 
JOHN MIGHTON is the founder of JUMP (Junior Undiscovered Math Prodigies), a charitable organization that works to educate 
students in mathematics. He is the author of The Myth of Ability (2003) and The End of Ignorance (2007). Mighton has also received 
two Governor General's Literary Awards for his plays, and the prestigious Siminovitch Prize in Theatre. Mighton also advised on the 
script for Good Will Hunting, and was an actor in the film. His one major line is a reference to his main idea in The Myth of Ability: that 
most people never get a chance because a teacher does not take the time to show them how to learn. Mighton completed a PhD in 
mathematics at the University of Toronto and is currently a Fellow of the Fields Institute for Research in Mathematical Sciences. In 
2004, Mighton was elected as a Fellow of Ashoka in recognition for his work founding JUMP. In 2010, he was appointed an Officer of 
the Order of Canada. 
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Dirty Work 
MY GRUELLING, GLORIOUS, LIFE-CHANGING SUMMER IN THE 
WILDERNESS 

Anna Maxymiw 
 
For readers of  Eating Dirt  by Charlotte Gill  and Fire Season  by 
Philip Connors,  this  extraordinary memoir offers  a  glimpse into 
the joy,  fear,  f i lth,  and ferocity of  working at  a  remote fishing 
lodge in the boreal  forest  of  Northern Ontario.  
 
DIRTY WORK follows Anna through nine weeks of working as a housekeeper at a fishing 
lodge 100 kilometres south of James Bay—one summer of dirty work and dirtier humour, 

black bears and four-foot-long pike, and hot days and nights spent alongside the ghosts and spirits of Northern Ontario. 
As Anna grows accustomed to the ferocity of the boreal forest and the fishermen at the lodge, she comes face to face 
with dangerous wildlife, experiences unparalleled joy, and finds herself permanently altered by the fierceness of the 
environment, with a new repertoire of dirty jokes from the dockhands. 
 
This memoir is a reflection on the nuances of the trophy fish and the people who pursue them, the fierce bonds that 
develop through shared, hard labour, and the everlasting power of the boreal forest and the creatures that inhabit it. 
When human ‘civilization’ meets black spruce, one yields to the other, and wildness follows. 
 
ANNA MAXYMIW's work has appeared in a range of Canadian and American publications, with some of the more notable being The 
Globe and Mail and The Walrus. Essays from her forthcoming memoir have been published in The Malahat Review, Maisonneuve, and 
Hazlitt and won Silver in the Humour category at the National Magazine Awards, where the piece was also nominated in the Personal 
Journalism category. 
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“Anna Maxymiw is a beautiful writer. She weaves her memories 
into a vibrant and spectacular narrative that makes it impossible 
to stop reading. I'm in awe of her willingness to be so open and 

candid and honest and warm, and we're all very lucky she lets us 
go with her on such an incredible and transformative adventure. 

She also achieved the impossible: she made me want to spend 
time outdoors.” —Anne T. Donahue, author of Nobody Cares 

  
“What a luminous and surprising book this is. Anna Maxymiw 
lands in the middle of the wilderness and turns her sharp and 
compassionate eye on everything she sees, whether it’s a fish, 

bear, outhouse or fellow housekeeper. She finds them all 
fascinating, and through the gift of her storytelling so do we.”  

—Elizabeth Renzetti, author of Shrewed 

 
“With vivid lyrical prose, and sparkling storytelling, Maxymiw 

takes readers deep into into the boreal forest and far out of their 
comfort zones—something they'll certainly be thankful for. At 

times humorous and heartfelt, and at others harrowing and 
humiliating, Dirty Work is a fresh look at resiliency, camaraderie, 

and the enduring beauty of the wild, told by a passionate new 
voice in Canadian Literature."  

—Stacey May Fowles, author of Baseball Life Advice 
 

“Crows, shit, water wolves, and pheromones whirl in 
Maxymiw’s bush camp tense with rigid gender roles, its wildness 
framed by surprising portraits of the two cities she left behind.” 

—Kathleen Winter, author of Lost In September 
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Don't Call It A Cult 

Sarah Berman 
 
In a debut true crime thriller, VICE journalist Sarah Berman tackles the shocking sex 
trafficking, forced labour and racketeering trial of Keith Raniere and his inner circle of 
heiresses, actresses, political moguls and skilled manipulators. Through the accounts of 
central NXIVM figures, Berman uncovers how young women came to the organization 
seeking creative coaching and networking, and were then blackmailed, branded, near-
starved, and enslaved.  
 
When Berman began studying NXIVM in 2017, top recruiter Sarah Edmondson was at first 
reluctant to call the organization she spent 12 years building a “cult” out of fear she would 

be dragged through aggressive silencing lawsuits. Now that the group’s leaders are facing trial in 2019, New York 
prosecutors aren’t concerned with proving NXIVM is a cult. The landmark trial is more concerned with proving its 
members, including Smallville actress Allison Mack, acted as an organized criminal enterprise. Dozens of court filings 
maintain the way Raniere wielded levers of manipulation resembled that of John Gotti as much as L Ron Hubbard. 
 
But as with many cults that came before NXIVM, DON'T CALL IT A CULT shows the group’s abuses looked very 
different from the inside. By accessing top experts on hypnosis, multi-level marketing, alternative religion and kink 
communities, as well as the accounts of Raniere's former slaves, Berman unpacks the deep spiritual experiences that the 
young women in NXIVM's inner circle shared, and their strong resistance to leaving many months after the FBI made its 
first arrests in March 2018. Once released on bail, accused sex trafficker Allison Mack actively rejected the cult 
deprogramming her parents hoped would save her from a potential fifteen-year sentence. 
 
As told by a young woman and a would-be target of the criminal organization, DON'T CALL IT A CULT breaks down 
how the celebrity-studded case irreversibly changes our understanding of consent and women's agency in a post-
#MeToo climate. For decades, Raniere's abuses existed in plain sight—somehow too absurd and sensational to ever be 
taken seriously. It took bombshell allegations against Harvey Weinstein, exposing unlimited resources used to cover up 
serial sexual assaults, to finally start the ball rolling that would take down many men like Keith Raniere. He acted above 
the law in myriad ways—with links to everything from tax violations to suspicious deaths. Money could buy silence, until 
it finally couldn't. 
 
SARAH BERMAN is a Vancouver-based reporter and senior editor covering crime, energy, politics, drugs, sex and cults for VICE. 
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Hungover 
THE MORNING AFTER AND ONE MAN’S QUEST FOR A CURE 

Shaughnessy Bishop-Stall 
 
One intrepid reporter ’s  quest to learn everything there is  to know 
about hangovers,  trying all  of  the cures he can find and explaining 
how (and if)  they work,  al l  so rest  of  us don’t  have to.  
 
We’ve all been there. One minute you’re fast asleep, and in the next you’re tumbling from 
dreams of deserts and demons, into semi-consciousness, mouth full of sand, head 
throbbing. You’re hungover. Courageous journalist Shaughnessy Bishop-Stall has gone to 
the front lines of humanity’s age-old fight against hangovers to settle once and for all the 

best way to get rid of the aftereffects of a night of indulgence (short of not drinking in the first place). 
 
Hangovers have plagued human beings for about as long as civilization has existed (and arguably longer), so there has 
been plenty of time for cures to be concocted. But even in 2018, little is actually known about hangovers, and less still 
about how to cure them. Cutting through the rumor and the myth, Hungover explores everything from polar bear swims, 
to saline IV drips, to the age-old hair of the dog, to let us all know which ones actually work. And along the way, Bishop-
Stall regales readers with stories from humanity’s long and fraught relationship with booze, and shares the advice of 
everyone from Kingsley Amis to a man in a pub. 
 
SHAUGHNESSY BISHOP-STALL’s first book was Down to This: Squalor and Splendour in a Big-City Shantytown. It was nominated for 
the 2005 Pearson Writers’ Trust of Canada Non-Fiction Prize, the Drainie-Taylor Biography Prize, the Trillium Award and the City of 
Toronto Book Award. The following year, he was awarded the Knowlton Nash Journalism Fellowship at Massey College. He currently 
teaches writing at the University of Toronto’s School of Continuing Studies. Ghosted, his first novel was published by Random House 
Canada in 2010, in the U.S. by Softskull Press and in France by Actes Sud. Ghosted was a finalist for the Amazon First Novel Award. 
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“Bishop-Stall insists that hangovers… [are] worthy of a cure. 

After years of dogged research around the globe, he finds one—
just in time for the holidays.” —Washington Post 

 
“[An] irreverent, well-oiled memoir…Bishop-Stall packs his book 

with humorous and enlightening asides about alcohol.”  
—The Wall Street Journal  

 
“Who knew hangovers could be so much fun? Evidently 

Shaughnessy Bishop-Stall, who brings us on an engrossing, 
hilarious, and sometimes painful tour through the history and 

science of the morning after.” —Bianca Bosker, New York Times 
bestselling author of Cork Dork 

“Wow. The writing in this book was so vivid, there were actually 
moments reading it that I started to feel like I was having the 
symptoms of a hangover, even if I’d had nothing to drink the 

night before.” —Ari Schapiro, NPR 
 

“Shaughnessy Bishop-Stall invests health, wealth and well-being 
in a wild Dionysian quest for a viable hangover cure. In the end 

he gets more than he bargained for, and we do, too.” 
 —Linden MacIntyre, Scotiabank Giller Prize–winning author 
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Mamaskatch 
A CREE COMING OF AGE 

Darrel McLeod 
 
Growing up in the tiny village of Smith, Alberta, Darrel J. McLeod was surrounded by his 
Cree family's history. In shifting and unpredictable stories, his mother, Bertha, shared 
narratives of their culture, their family, and the cruelty that she and her sisters endured in 
residential school. McLeod was comforted by her presence and that of his many siblings 
and cousins, the smells of moose stew and wild peppermint tea, and his deep love of the 
landscape. Bertha taught him to be fiercely proud of his heritage and to listen to the birds 
that would return to watch over and guide him at key junctures of his life. 
 

However, in a spiral of events, McLeod's mother turned wild and unstable, and their home life became chaotic. Sweet 
and innocent by nature, McLeod struggled to maintain his grades and pursue an interest in music while changing homes 
many times, witnessing violence, caring for his younger siblings, and suffering abuse at the hands of his surrogate father. 
Meanwhile, his sibling's gender transition provoked McLeod to deeply question his own sexual identity. 
 
Beautifully written, honest, and thought-provoking, MAMASKATCH—named for the Cree word used as a response to 
dreams shared—is ultimately an uplifting account of overcoming personal and societal obstacles. In spite of the traumas 
of McLeod's childhood, deep and mysterious forces handed down by his mother helped him survive and thrive: her love 
and strength stayed with him to build the foundation of what would come to be a very fulfilling and adventurous life. 
 
DARREL J. MCLEOD is Cree from treaty eight territory in Northern Alberta. Before deciding to pursue writing in his retirement, he was 
a chief negotiator of land claims for the federal government and executive director of education and international affairs with the 
Assembly of First Nations. He holds degrees in French Literature and Education from the University of British Columbia. He lives in 
Sooke, British Columbia, and his second memoir, following the events of MAMASKATCH, called PEYAKOW is forthcoming in late 
2019. 
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Winner of the 2018 Governor General's Award for Non-Fiction 

 
Shortlisted for the RBC Charles Taylor Award for Non-Fiction 

 
“McLeod has written a powerful, unflinching work of non-

fiction, one that isn’t afraid to leave itself raw and unfinished, 
nodding to the stories that are yet to come. ...The figures 

McLeod writes about in Mamaskatch shimmer in the best kind 
of way… Nothing, however appears as brightly or as darkly as 

Bertha. The parts of the book written from her perspective pulse 
with their own kind of intensity … Mamaskatch embodies the 
recognition of the way stories can help to pull one through the 

darkest moments.” 
—Amanda Leduc, Quill & Quire 

 “Honestly stunning. McLeod’s clear writing lays bare his 
complicated ties to his family, his lovers and his country in a 

memoir that moved and haunted me.” 
—Eden Robinson, author of Son of a Trickster  

and Monkey Beach 
 

“Mamaskatch: A Cree Coming of Age dares to immerse readers 
in provocative contemporary issues including gender fluidity, 
familial violence, and transcultural hybridity. A fast-moving, 

intimate memoir of dreams and nightmares—lyrical and gritty, 
raw and vulnerable, told without pity, but with phoenix-like 

strength.” 
—Canada Council for the Arts peer assessment committee 
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Meals Made Easy 

Sara Lynn Cauchon 
 
The debut cookbook from YouTube cooking superstar Sara 
Lynn Cauchon of The Domestic  Geek.  
 
With more than 1.4 million followers, and over 100 million video views, The 
Domestic Geek is one of YouTube's most popular cooking shows. Fans adore 
host Sara Lynn Cauchon's fresh, fun, no-fuss style of cooking and her easy 
recipes are big on flavor and have a healthful twist. Readers won't find any 
fancy, hard-to-pronounce ingredients here, nor will they have to make a trip to 
the health food store to prepare delicious dishes like Greek Chicken Soup, 

Veggie Fried Quinoa, or Easy Peasy Risotto. Sara Lynn teaches fans how to master basic cooking techniques while 
offering loads of variations like her sheet pan supper series that includes recipes for Ranch Roasted Chicken and Veggies, 
Chili Lime Shrimp Fajitas and Halibut with Green Beans, Tomatoes and Olives. For cooks who want to mix it up in the 
kitchen, Sara Lynn offers vegetarian, vegan, and gluten-free alternatives, as well as simple swaps to make recipes more 
family-friendly. 

 
Since launching her YouTube channel, The Domestic Geek, in April 2014, SARA LYNN CAUCHON has earned more 
than 1.3 million dedicated subscribers who appreciate her fresh, fuss-free approach to healthy cooking. In that time 
she's shared more than 3,000 original, mouth-watering recipes and 450 videos, as well as countless tips and tricks 
for making life at home easier. Sara Lynn is also an established host/producer/director who has more than a decade 
of broadcast experience. She has hosted a number of television programs including Diva On A Dime and the award-
nominated HGTV's Rooms That Rock. An experienced guest expert, Sara Lynn has made dozens of appearances on 
hit daytime television shows such as Dr. Oz. Her work has been featured in major publications like Huffington Post, 
Eat This Not That, and Today's Parent magazine. She lives in Toronto. 
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My Happy Life in an 
Open Marriage 
HOW I DEALT WITH JEALOUSY AND YOU CAN, TOO! 

Susan Wenzel 
 
Part Self-help and Part  Memoir,  Everything You Wanted to Know 
About Polyamory from Sex Therapist ,  Susan Wenzel,  for readers of  
Esther Perel .  

 
Have you ever been curious about sex with someone other than your significant other? Do you fantasize about sex with a 
Hollywood star, a neighbour, your dentist, or some stranger you just met? Human beings are the only species with the 
capacity to imagine such things. Susan is a relationship and certified sex therapist who lives in a consensual non-
monogamous relationship with her husband. Both were featured in the 2017 New York Times Magazine article, "Is an 
Open Marriage a Happier Marriage?" the second-most read article in the magazine in 2017. Susan is therefore able to 
combine her personal and clinical experience to tell readers all about consensual non-monogamy. With chapters covering 
myths about open relationships, the costs and benefits of open relationships, and issues such as communication, jealousy, 
managing expectations, and how to come out to family and friends, this book will support readers who feel that they 
need help to survive the transition into an open relationship. MY HAPPY LIFE IN AN OPEN MARRIAGE will lead readers 
to embrace and thrive in the new possibilities and configurations of their choices in partnership. 
 
SUSAN WENZEL is a certified sex therapist, relationship expert, clinical sexologist, and psychotherapist with years of experience 
working with individuals and couples, and leading seminars and workshops. She holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree, and a Master of Arts 
Degree in Counselling from Providence University College in Manitoba. She is a member of The American Association of Sexuality 
Educators, Counselors and Therapists (AASECT), and holds certification as a counsellor from the Canadian Counselling and 
Psychotherapy Association. Her goal is to help others struggling with jealousy and insecurities in monogamous and open relationships, 
alike. Susan was born and raised in Kenya, moved to Canada in 1999, and currently lives in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
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My Year of Living 
Spiritually 
ONE WOMAN’S SECULAR SEARCH FOR A MORE SOULFUL LIFE 

Anne Bokma 
 
MY YEAR OF LIVING SPIRITUALLY is the engaging, relatable and inspiring result of the 
author's 12-month 2017 quest to become a more spiritual person. Anne Bokma embarks on 
a holy host of adventurous spiritual practices—some wacky, some woo-woo, and most 
quite wonderful—that will fascinate North America’s largest growing “faith” group, the 80 
million people who identify as “Spiritual-But-Not-Religious” (SBNR for short). 

 
 
Raised as a fundamentalist Christian, ANNE BOKMA was rejected by her family after leaving the church at age 20 and spent the next 
30 years looking for a spiritual home, one that might tolerate doubt and even unbelief. In midlife she found herself lost in a spiritual 
wilderness, addicted to busyness, drinking too much, hooked on social media, dreading the empty nest and still struggling with the 
alienation from her family.  
 
Having long explored the SBNR demographic as the award-winning “Spiritual But Secular” monthly columnist for the United Church 
Observer, she sets out on a whirlwind adventure to immerse herself in a variety of sacred practices. Along the way she develops her 
own definition of what it means to be spiritual and begins to experience the greater depth of meaning, connection, peace, gratitude, 
simplicity and happiness that she’s always longed for. Anne Bokma is a nationally-recognized award-winning freelance journalist with a 
specialty in spiritual writing (www.annebokma.com/scribe/). She lives in Hamilton, Ontario. 
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Overrun 
DISPATCHES FROM THE ASIAN CARP CRISIS 

Andrew Reeves 
 
“This detailed account of the invasion of Asian carp into North 
American waterways reads l ike a  Kurt Vonnegut novel  or science 
fiction.  Yet the carp’s  unbelievable progress splashes another clear 
warning about how so-called solutions have become the chief  cause 
of our problems.”  —Andrew Nikiforuk,  author of Empire of  the 
Beetle  

 
OVERRUN is a wide-ranging work that explores the profound environmental threat posed to us by the migration of 
invasive species across our ecosystems. Using boots-on-the-ground investigative techniques, the author criss-crosses 
North America to meet the people involved in the science of invasives, as well as the local and federal politicians who 
drive the political agendas. He attends town hall meetings and goes out into the field with experts, contributing to a 
broad and robust "you are there" journey into the nooks and crannies of modern environmental science. 
 
While Reeves uses Asian carp as the primary example through which to explore the threats we create for ourselves, 
OVERRUN paints a broader “canary in the coal mine” picture of the repercussions that result when well-intentioned 
environmentalists, poor and unsubstantiated science, bloated corporate interests, and disjointed government policies 
converge. Think Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring for a new generation. 
 
ANDREW REEVES is a Toronto-based environmental journalist and former energy and resource reporter with Queen’s Park Briefing, 
part of the Toronto Star Media Group. He has Masters degree in human geography from the University of Toronto and a Masters of 
Fine Arts in Creative Nonfiction from the University of King’s College in Halifax, Nova Scotia. He is the national environmental 
columnist for This Magazine; a contributing editor at Alternatives Journal; and a contributing editor at The New Territory. His work has 
been published in the Globe and Mail, Corporate Knights, and Toronto Life, among others. He has run his own environment and 
politics blog, Reeves Report, since March 2011. 
 
In 2012, his feature article on Asian carp for This Magazine was nominated for a National Magazine Award and a Society of 
Environmental Journalists Award. That article became the basis for this debut work. 
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“A riveting ‘can’t put it down’ book about fish? You bet! Andrew 
Reeves takes us on a dizzying journey along the waterways of North 
America with a rich cast of fish farmers, environmentalists, hustlers, 
scientists and befuddled politicians as we follow the murderous and 
seemingly unstoppable advance of Asian Carp that now threaten the 

Great Lakes themselves. This is a very important book.”  
—Maude Barlow, author of Boiling Point 

 

 
“Overrun is a whip-smart romp through the dystopian history of 

Asian carp, that wrecking ball of aquatic ecosystems in North 
America. An environmental writer as good as Reeves gives me 

hope.”  
—Harry Thurston, winner of the Lane Anderson Award for 

Excellence in Canadian Science Writing and the Sigurd F. Olson 
Nature Writing Award 
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The Scientist and the 
Psychic 

Christian Smith 
 
THE SCIENTIST AND THE PSYCHIC is an investigation into the science of the 
paranormal with the personal story of one of the most prolific and pioneering 
psychics of our time. 

 
Geraldine Smith emerged as an internationally acclaimed psychic after a money-back guarantee and 95% prediction 
accuracy rapidly established her celebrity status. Geraldine donated her time to criminal investigations and worked on 
high-profile cases such as the Los Angeles Freeway Murders and the infamous case of Jeffrey MacDonald, a Green Beret 
doctor convicted of killing his family. Working on such violent cases took a toll on Geraldine. After two years, Geraldine 
returned to the public arena with a purpose: to educate and train people to improve their intuition and expand their 
perceptual abilities. Psychic abilities are available to everyone, she argued, and can be developed with techniques she has 
taught to thousands. 
 
THE SCIENTIST AND THE PSYCHIC weaves current research on the paranormal with an intimate look at the life of one 
of the most prolific and pioneering psychics of our time. But it is more than that. It’s author, Dr. Christian Smith, is 
Geraldine’s son. He is also a cancer biologist at a leading Canadian research hospital. From the perspective of a child who 
witnessed his mother’s career, and an adult whose education and research challenges the existence of the paranormal, he 
embarks on a quest to uncover and investigate the science underlying psychic phenomena. Christian explores his desire 
for understanding without bias, leaving the reader to draw their own conclusions. 
  
THE SCIENTIST AND THE PSYCHIC explores the conflict between science and the paranormal by combining research 
with poignant personal recollections to tackle questions about the existence of psychic abilities, contact with the 
afterlife, and how to enhance intuition. 
 
DR. CHRISTIAN SMITH is a research scientist specializing in pediatric brain tumour research. He has co-authored over 40 articles in 
peer-reviewed scientific journals and books including high-impact publications in Cancer Research, EMBO Journal and Nature. 
Christian also has an MFA in Creative Nonfiction from the University of King’s College in Halifax. THE SCIENTIST AND THE 
PSYCHIC is his debut. More information can be found on his website: www.drchristiansmith.com. 
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Son of a Midnight Land 

Atz Kilcher 
 
Memoir from Atz Kilcher,  star of  Discovery Channel ’s  Alaska:  The 
Last Frontier  and father of  Jewel,  reconciles the circumstances of  
his  unusual childhood growing up with a hard man in a hard land.  
 
A powerful memoir by Atz Kilcher of Discovery Channel's ALASKA: The Last Frontier who also 
happens to be Jewel's father, which peels back the layers and reveals what it took to grow up 
strong at the hand of a hard father in a hard land. 
 
Atz Kilcher learned many vital skills while helping his parents carve a homestead out of the 

Alaskan wilderness: how to work hard, think on his feet, make do, invent, and use what was on hand to accomplish whatever 
task was in front of him. 
 
He also learned how to lie in order to please his often unpredictable and volatile father, and put himself in harm's way to 
protect his mother and younger, weaker members of the family.  
 
Much later in life, as Atz began to reflect on his upbringing, seek to understand his father, and heal his emotional scars, he 
discovered that the work of pioneering the frontier of the soul is an infinitely more difficult task than any of the back-breaking 
chores he performed on his family's homestead.  
 
Learning to use new tools: honesty, vulnerability, forgiveness, acceptance, and building upon the good helped him heal and 
learn to embrace the value of resilience. This revised perspective has enabled him to tell an enhanced and more positive version 
of the legacy his father created, and has him doing the most rewarding work of his life—mapping his own inner wilderness while 
drawing closer to his adult children, the next stewards of the land he helped his father carve out of the Alaskan frontier. 
 
ATZ KILCHER grew up the eldest son of Yule and Ruth Kilcher, who emigrated from Switzerland to Alaska in the late 1930’s, joining 
some of Homer’s earliest pioneer homesteaders. 
 
Today, Atz appears regularly alongside family members on Discovery Channel’s popular show, ALASKA: The Last Frontier. He also 
performs music around the country, occasionally alongside his singer-songwriter daughter, Jewel; he also enjoys weaving baskets for 
art exhibits, and spending as much time as possible around a campfire with his grown children and lovely wife, Bonnie. 
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“As a daughter, this book is transformative. Very seldom do we get 
windows into our parents private lives with such honesty. But I am 
most excited about this book for others to read, because it proves 

anyone can find forgiveness, love, and even change at any age. This 
is a tale of great courage and a ceaseless hope for a better life. My 

dad was the son of pioneers in the wild lands of Alaska, but 
miraculously he became a pioneer of a new kind of untamed 

wilderness: he became an Inner Pioneer. I guess trailblazing is a 
family tradition.”  

—Jewel, singer and daughter of Atz Kilcher 

 
“I've known Atz Kilcher and his family a long time, but never so well 

as I do after reading Son of a Midnight Land. Like the man—it is 
personal, honest, charming, and often funny. It's the rare cowboy 

who can rope, yodel and write. Atz is one of those.”  
—Tom Bodett, humorist, author, and panelist on NPR's Wait 

Wait...Don't Tell Me! 
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We acknowledge the support of the Canada Council for the Arts, which last year invested $153 
million to bring the arts to Canadians throughout the country. 

 
Nous remercions le Conseil des arts du Canada de son soutien. L’an dernier, le Conseil a investi 

153 millions de dollars pour mettre de l’art dans la vie des Canadiennes et des Canadiens de 
tout le pays. 
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