
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

London Book Fair 
 

April 10 – 12, 2018 

 
 

RIGHTS LIST 
 

 
 

 
 

The Zoë Pagnamenta Agency, LLC 
45 Main Street, Suite 850 

Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Tel: 212-253-1074 

Website: http://www.zpagency.com/ 
 

Rights inquiries: mail@zpagency.com 
List of Co-Agents attached. 

 
 

All rights are held by ZPA, unless otherwise stated. 
 

 
 

PMS 639, PMS 485, PMS 424



 2 

HIGHLIGHTS: 
 
Ravi Agrawal	
INDIA CONNECTED: How the Smartphone is Transforming the World’s 
Largest Democracy 
World English: OUP 
 
An immersive, sweeping, and sharp-eyed look at the creative and 
disruptive effect the internet is having on India. 
 
“The smartphone may well rank among fire and electricity in terms of 
sheer impact on humanity. And there are few places in the world that 
have experienced that revolution as forcefully as India. Like no one else, 
Agrawal highlights just how far India has come with the smartphone, 
and how much further it can go. A read as entertaining as it is 
informative.”  
—Ian Bremmer, Eurasia Group 
 
As always with India, the numbers stagger: in 2000, 20 million Indians had access to the 
internet; by 2017, 465 million were online, with three Indians discovering the internet 
every second. In the course of a single generation, access to the internet has progressed 
from dial-up connections on PCs, to broadband access, wireless, and now 4G data on 
phones.  

The rise of low-cost smartphones and cheap data plans has meant the country 
leapfrogged the baby steps their Western counterparts took toward digital fluency. The 
results can be felt in every sphere of life, upending traditions and customs and 
challenging conventions. Nothing is untouched, from arranged marriages to social 
status to business start-ups, as smartphones move the entire economy from cash-based 
to credit-based. 

Access to the internet is affecting the progress of progress itself. As Agrawal shows, 
while they offer immediate and sometimes mind-altering access to so much for so 
many, smartphones create no immediate utopia in a culture still riven by poverty, a 
caste system, gender inequality, illiteracy, and income disparity. Under a government 
keen to control content, it has created tensions. And in a climate of hypernationalism, it 
has fomented violence and even terrorism. The influence of smartphones on the 
world's largest democracy is nonetheless pervasive and irreversible, and India 
Connected illuminates both its dimensions and its implications. 
 
Ravi Agrawal has worked for CNN for over a decade in London, New York, and New 
Delhi. Previously, he won a Peabody Award for his work with the world affairs 
program Fareed Zakaria GPS. A graduate of Harvard University, Agrawal was named a 
Young Global Shaper by the World Economic Forum in 2013, and served on the 
group’s Global Agenda Council on India. He was also named an Asia 21 Young Leader 
by the Asia Society in 2016.  
 
Editors: Tim Bent (OUP US), Sugata Ghosh (OUP India) 
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Kate Bowler 
EVERYTHING HAPPENS FOR A REASON—And Other Lies I’ve Loved 
US & Canada: Random House; UK: SPCK; Brazil: Intrinseca; Germany: TK; World Spanish: 
Planeta Mexico  
 
*New York Times Bestseller, featured in TIME, the New York Times, 
NPR’s Fresh Air and Morning Edition, NBC’s Today Show, the London 
Times, and BBC Radio* 
 
“This is a love letter to life, and it's gorgeous." —Lucy Kalanithi, MD, 
FACP, Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine, Stanford University 
School of Medicine 
 
“With grace, wisdom, and humor, this poignant look at the 
unpredictable promises of faith will amaze readers.” —Publishers 
Weekly, Starred Review 
 
“I fell hard and fast for Kate Bowler. Her writing is naked, elegant, and 
gripping—she’s like a Christian Joan Didion. I left Kate’s story feeling 
more present, more grateful, and a hell of a lot less alone. And what else 
is art for?” —Glennon Doyle, #1 NYT bestselling author of Love Warrior  
 
At thirty-five, everything in Kate Bowler’s life seems to point toward “blessing.” She is 
thriving at her dream job, married to her high school sweetheart, and loving life with 
her newborn son. Then she is diagnosed with stage IV colon cancer.  
 
Now every three months, Kate learns if she has three months more to live. She must 
exist not in the past or future, not in life or death, but in “the in-between, where 
everyone must pass, but so few can remain.” Kate is very sick, and no amount of 
positive thinking will shrink her tumors. What does it mean to die, she wonders, in a 
world that insists everything happens for a reason? Kate is stripped of this certainty 
only to discover that without it, life is hard but beautiful in a way it never has been 
before. 
 
Frank and funny, dark and wise, Kate Bowler pulls the reader deeply into her life in an 
account she populates affectionately with a colorful, often hilarious retinue of friends, 
preachers, relatives, and doctors. Everything Happens for a Reason tells her story, offering 
up her irreverent, hard-won observations on dying and the ways it has taught her to 
live. 
 
Kate Bowler is an assistant professor of the history of religion at Duke Divinity School. 
Raised in Manitoba, Canada, she is a graduate of Yale Divinity School and Duke 
University. Her podcast Everything Happens has been in the iTunes Top 100 Podcasts 
since its launch on February 6th.  
  
US editor: Hilary Redmon; US & UK publication: February 6, 2018 
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Priya Parker 
THE ART OF GATHERING:  How We Meet and Why It Matters 
US & Canada: Riverhead/ Penguin; UK: Portfolio/Penguin Life 
 
A bold new approach to how we gather that will transform the ways we 
spend our time together—at work, at home, in our communities, and 
beyond. 
 
“Brilliant. The book is a timely reminder: it’s our human-to-human links 
that make the most meaningful moments of our lives. You'll only put 
this book down because it will make you so hungry for a gathering of 
your own.” —Deepak Chopra 
 
“Thank goodness for this book. It opens up new ways of thinking about 
wonderful gatherings with a delicious confection of smartly-defined 
concepts and detailed examples. Hosts of all kinds, this is a must-read!”  
—Chris Anderson, owner and curator of TED 
 
At a time when coming together is more important than ever, Priya Parker sets forth a 
human-centered approach to gathering that will help everyone create meaningful, 
memorable experiences, large and small, for work and for play. Drawing on her 
expertise as a facilitator of high-powered gatherings around the world, Parker takes us 
inside events of all kinds to show what works, what doesn’t, and why. She investigates 
a wide array of gatherings—conferences, meetings, a courtroom, a flash-mob party, an 
Arab-Israeli summer camp—and explains how simple, specific changes can invigorate 
any group experience. 
 
The result is a book that’s both journey and guide, full of exciting ideas with real-world 
applications. The Art of Gathering will forever alter the way you look at your next 
meeting, industry conference, dinner party, and backyard barbecue—and how you host 
and attend them. 
 
Priya Parker is the founder of Thrive Labs, at which she helps activists, elected officials, 
corporate executives, educators, and philanthropists create transformative gatherings. 
Trained in the field of conflict resolution, Parker has worked on race relations on 
college campuses and on peace processes in the Arab world, southern Africa, and 
India. She studied organizational design at M.I.T., public policy at the Harvard 
Kennedy School, and political and social thought at the University of Virginia. 
 
US editor: Jake Morrissey 
US publication: May 15, 2018 
Edited manuscript available 
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Amir Husain 
THE SENTIENT MACHINE: The Coming Age of Artificial Intelligence
  
US & Canada: Scribner; UK: Souvenir Press; China: Citic; Taiwan: Heliopolis; Turkey: Siyah 
Kitap 
 
In the tradition of Michio Kaku’s The Future of the Mind, acclaimed 
technologist and inventor Amir Husain answers the universal question 
of how we can live amidst the coming age of sentient machines and 
artificial intelligence—and not only survive, but thrive. 
 
The future is now. Artificial “machine” intelligence is playing an ever-greater role in 
our society. We are already using cruise control in our cars, automatic checkout at the 
drugstore, and are unable to live without our smartphones. The discussion around AI 
is largely polarized; people think either machines will solve all problems for everyone, 
or they will lead us down a dark, dystopian path into total human irrelevance. 
Regardless of what you believe, the idea that we might bring forth intelligent creation 
can be intrinsically frightening. But what if our greatest role as humans so far is that of 
creators? 
 
Amir Husain, a brilliant inventor and computer scientist, argues that we are on the 
cusp of writing our next, and greatest, creation myth. It is the dawn of a new form of 
intellectual diversity, one that we need to embrace in order to advance the state of the 
art in many critical fields, including security, resource management, finance, and 
energy. In The Sentient Machine, he addresses broad existential questions surrounding 
the coming of AI: Why are we valuable? What can we create in this world? How are we 
intelligent? What constitutes progress for us? And how might we fail to progress? 
Husain boils down complex computer science and AI concepts into clear, plainspoken 
language and draws from a wide variety of cultural and historical references to 
illustrate his points. Ultimately, he challenges many of our societal norms and upends 
assumptions we hold about “the good life. 
 
Amir Husain is an award winning serial entrepreneur and inventor based in Austin, 
Texas. He serves on IBM’s Advisory Board for Watson & Cognitive Computing and is 
the Founder & CEO of SparkCognition, Inc., and award-winning company which 
specializes in cognitive computing software solutions that help businesses and 
governments better respond to a world of ever-evolving threats. Husain’s work has 
been inducted into the collection of the Computer History Museum in Mountain View, 
CA. Husain speaks annually at numerous SXSW, defense, cybersecurity, computer 
science, energy and environmental conferences. Amir and SparkCognition’s work has 
been featured in publications such as Fast Company, Wired, Forbes, and the New York 
Times.  
 
US editor: Colin Harrison 
Final files available 
US publication: November 21, 2017 
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Abdi Nor Iftin 
CALL ME AMERICAN: A Memoir  
World English: Knopf 
 
“Wrenching yet hopeful…. Iftin’s extraordinary saga is not just a 
journey of self-advancement but a quest to break free from ethnic and 
sectarian hatreds.” —Publishers Weekly, Starred Review 
 
“A searing memoir filled with horrors that impressively remains upbeat, 
highly inspiring, and always educational.” —Kirkus, Starred Review 
 
The inspirational account of a boy in war-torn Somalia who fell in love 
with America through movies and ultimately escaped his country’s 
turmoil—a story of remarkable courage, determination, and triumph. 
Abdi’s story was the subject of an acclaimed episode of the Peabody 
award-winning public radio show This American Life, “Abdi and the 
Golden Ticket.”  
 
Born in Mogadishu, Somalia shortly before the country descended into years of brutal 
civil war, Abdi Nor Iftin learned to speak English by watching Hollywood movies and 
listening to pop music. When Somalia emerged from war only to succumb to the 
Islamist al Shabbab, and the situation became too dangerous for international 
journalists, Abdi used his language skills to post secret dispatches to the Internet, 
where they found their way onto the BBC and National Public Radio. Astoundingly, 
several Western listeners were able to send desperately needed money to Abdi, until 
the untenable situation in Somalia forced him to flee to Kenya as a refugee.  
 
In a near miraculous stroke of luck, Abdi won entrance to the US in the annual visa 
lottery in 2013—though his route west would take him through a harrowing sequence 
of events that nearly stranded him in Kenya. Now 30 years old and building a life in 
Portland, Maine, Abdi is facing the realization of his lifelong dream to become an 
American, in a nation that is not always as welcoming as he once imagined. As the 
world faces open hostility towards Muslims and heated debates over immigration, 
Abdi’s dramatic, deeply stirring story offers a vivid reminder of why Western nations 
still beckon to so many looking to make a better life.  
 
Abdi Nor Iftin is a Somali refugee who—against baffling odds—won the U.S. visa 
lottery, managed to secure that visa while living in hiding in a Nairobi slum, and 
immigrated to America. His journey was the subject of an acclaimed BBC World 
Service radio documentary, part of the Crossing Continents series, and the This 
American Life episode “Abdi and the Golden Ticket,” which was a finalist for a Peabody 
award. Now living in Portland, Maine, Abdi works as a translator for Somali 
immigrants and is studying at the University of Maine. His writing has appeared in The 
Washington Post, and he has been invited to the U. N. to speak about refugees and 
immigration.  
 
US publication: June, 2018 
US editor: Andrew Miller 
Final files available  
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Noah Isenberg 
WE’LL ALWAYS HAVE CASABLANCA: The Life, Legend, and Afterlife of 
Hollywood’s Most Beloved Movie 
US & Canada: W.W. Norton; UK: Faber and Faber; Hungary: Europa 
 

“Downright fascinating, an absolute page-turner, even a kind of 
narrative nonfiction thriller…. A valuable and insightful addition to the 
literature of film history.” —Booklist  
 

“Casablanca fans will find [We’ll Always Have Casablanca] to be a 
treasure trove of facts and anecdotes.” —The New York Times Book 
Review  
 
For the 75th anniversary of its premiere—the incredible story of how Casablanca was 
made and why it remains the most beloved of Hollywood films. 
 
Casablanca was first released in 1942, just two weeks after the city of Casablanca itself 
surrendered to American troops led by General Patton. Featuring a pitch-perfect 
screenplay, a classic soundtrack, and unforgettable performances by Humphrey Bogart, 
Ingrid Bergman, and a deep supporting cast, Casablanca was hailed in the New York 
Times as “a picture that makes the spine tingle and the heart take a leap.” The film won 
Oscars for best picture, best director, and best screenplay, and would go on to enjoy 
more revival screenings than any other movie in history. It became so firmly ensconced 
in the cultural imagination that, as Umberto Eco once said, Casablanca is “not one 
movie; it is ‘movies.’” 
 
We’ll Always Have Casablanca is celebrated film historian Noah Isenberg’s rich account 
of this most beloved movie’s origins. Through extensive research and interviews with 
filmmakers, film critics, family members of the cast and crew, and diehard fans, 
Isenberg reveals the myths and realities behind Casablanca’s production, exploring the 
transformation of the unproduced stage play into the classic screenplay, the 
controversial casting decisions, the battles with Production Code censors, and the effect 
of the war’s progress on the movie’s reception. Isenberg particularly focuses on the 
central role refugees from Hitler’s Europe played in the production—nearly all of the 
actors and actresses cast in Casablanca were immigrants. 
 
Finally, Isenberg turns to Casablanca’s long afterlife and the reasons it remains so 
revered. From the Marx Brothers’ 1946 spoof hit, A Night in Casablanca, to loving 
parodies in New Yorker cartoons, Saturday Night Live skits, and Simpsons episodes, 
Isenberg delves into the ways the movie has lodged itself in the American psyche. 
Filled with fresh insights into Casablanca’s creation, production, and legacy, We’ll 
Always Have Casablanca is a magnificent account of what made the movie so popular 
and why it continues to dazzle audiences seventy-five years after its release. 
 
Noah Isenberg is Director of Screen Studies and Professor of Culture and Media at The 
New School, the author of Edgar G. Ulmer: A Filmmaker at the Margins and editor 
of Weimar Cinema, and the recipient of an NEH Public Scholar Award.  
 
US editor: Matt Weiland; US publication: February, 2017; Final files available 
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Joan Koenig 
THE SINGING SCHOOL: Music, the Mind, and Your Child 
US & Canada: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
 
A pioneering music educator reveals how making and enjoying music 
can supercharge childhood development—and how parents and 
educators can harness this power to nurture children’s intellects, 
emotional health, social skills, creativity, and more. 
 
You have probably heard of the “Mozart Effect”—the idea that listening to classical 
music can make people, especially kids, smarter. While the research behind that claim 
(and the cottage industry it spawned) was all based on bad science, there is now clear 
evidence that music actually does help children develop intellectually. It also fosters 
their social, emotional, and creative growth in ways we are only beginning to 
comprehend.  But not all music has this effect, nor are all ways of experiencing music 
equally beneficial.  In this uplifting book, music educator Joan Koenig will draw on the 
latest scientific research and on her experience in and out of her Parisian classroom to 
show how music can turn children into better people—and how, in the process, they 
can become extraordinary musicians themselves. 
 
As our world shifts rapidly into the latter half of the 21st century, and technology begins 
to leave humanity behind, our children will badly need new perspectives and skills to 
find employment and meaning within an increasingly automated world. The Singing 
School answers that need with a perfect narrative blend of science, parenting, and 
music—a Bringing Up Bébé meets This is Your Brain on Music. Koenig explores how 
music enriches language, empathy, leadership, curiosity, resilience, and integrity; it 
enhances our humanity. Delegations from Korea and China, both among the top 
educational systems in the world, have reached out to study what Koenig is 
accomplishing in her classrooms, and she collaborates with the neuroscience 
community around the world in furthering the study of music and the young brain. 
From the fascinating science of how children learn to specific activities parents can 
practice with their children, Koenig shows us how and why music is so vital for the 
education of the whole human.   
 
Joan Koenig graduated from the Juilliard School of Music in New York and toured 
Europe as a soloist and chamber musician. She then became the founder and director of 
an acclaimed group of bilingual musical pre-schools—the first of their kind in France, 
L’école Koenig.  She was invited to the Salzburg Global Seminar on The Neuroscience 
of Art in 2014. While a classically trained musician, Koenig has also studied jazz and 
Hindustani music, and she speaks English, French, and German.   
 
US editor: Alex Littlefield 
UK rights: Carrie Plitt carrie@felicitybryan.com  
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Louis P. Masur 
THE SUM OF OUR DREAMS: A History of America 
World English: OUP; Netherlands: Spectrum 
 
“America is the sum of our dreams. And what binds us together, what 
makes us one American family, is that we stand up and fight for each 
other's dreams, that we reaffirm that fundamental belief—I am my 
brother's keeper, I am my sister's keeper—through our politics, our 
policies, and in our daily lives. It's time to do that once more. It's time to 
reclaim the American Dream.” —Barack Obama, 2007 
 
In the wake of America’s stunning election of Donald J. Trump as 
President, Distinguished Professor of American Studies and History 
Louis P. Masur provides a concise, one-volume history of the United 
States, focusing on the contested meaning of the American Dream.  
 
Continuous rhetoric in recent years and through the 2016 election about ‘American 
greatness’ has the world questioning the meaning of America and the American 
Dream. In THE SUM OF OUR DREAMS, Louis P. Masur draws on his thirty years’ 
experience as a cultural historian to synthesize the nation’s most influential cultural, 
social, and political histories into a single volume narrative.  
 
Spanning from 1585 to 2020 in short, themed chapters, Masur offers compelling 
portraits of historical figures from Alexander Hamilton to Barack Obama, covers the 
central themes and events of American history, and explores complexities from the role 
of government in American life to the distance between social reality and the American 
Dream. Masur concludes with the period from 1980-2020, which has seen America in a 
struggle over its own identity as the economy exploded and then collapsed, as the 
promises of earlier eras turned brittle, as Americans became polarized over social, 
racial, religious, and moral issues, and as a global war on terror reframed the place of 
the nation in the world.  
 
Eminently readable without over-simplifying, THE SUM OF OUR DREAMS is the 
essential introduction to American history for our times.  
 
Louis P. Masur is Distinguished Professor of American Studies and History at Rutgers 
University. His essays and reviews have appeared in the New York Times, Boston Globe, 
Chicago Tribune, Los Angeles Times, American Scholar, Chronicle of Higher Education, Salon, 
and Slate. He is the author of five books of American history: The Civil War: A Concise 
History (OUP, 2011), The Soiling of Old Glory: The Story of a Photograph that Shocked 
America (Bloomsbury, 2008), 1831: Year of Eclipse (Hill & Wang, 2001), Lincoln’s Hundred 
Days: The Emancipation Proclamation and the War for the Union (HUP, 2012; Winner of the 
Lincoln Institute Book Prize), and most recently, Lincoln's Last Speech: Wartime 
Reconstruction & The Crisis of Reunion (OUP, 2015). He is also the author of two books on 
Bruce Springsteen and his American vision. Masur has received teaching awards from	
Harvard University, the City College of New York, Trinity College, and Rutgers.  
 
Editor: Tim Bent; Delivery: Fall 2018; Proposal and chapters available 
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Chris McGreal 
AMERICAN FIX: The Opioid Tragedy in Three Acts 
US & Canada: PublicAffairs 
 
From award-winning Guardian journalist Chris McGreal, an incisive 
work of narrative journalism exposing the complex roots and 
astounding human costs of the opioid crisis, the worst drug epidemic in 
American history, and examining why the rest of the world has largely 
avoided this crisis.  
 
The opioid epidemic is the deadliest drug crisis in American history, resulting in 90 
deaths a day and eviscerating communities across the 50 states. No other country has 
been affected on this devastating scale, and yet the origins of the crisis spread far 
beyond the US. Cicely Saunders, a British nurse and social worker who later qualified 
as a doctor, founded the world’s first purpose-built hospice in London in 1967, after 
watching a husband die in pain. The hospice movement was propelled to worldwide 
significance in a meeting in Italy in 1982, which lead the World Health Organization to 
adopt the use of scaled opioid treatment in palliative care. The movement helped to 
break a long-standing prohibition on the use of opioids to treat pain because of fears 
that morphine was so addictive.   
 
American doctors brought the hospice movement to the US, but then expanded it from 
treatment for the dying to mass prescribing of opioids for almost anyone in pain. The 
resulting American tragedy is a consequence of a healthcare system run as a business, 
one that prescribed drugs with unprecedented amounts of oxycodone to patients 
experiencing everything from toothaches to severe chronic pain. The practice created a 
culture of addiction, which was later deliberately and catastrophically exploited by 
drug cartels.  
 
AMERICAN FIX is a propulsive and devastating portrait of the opioid epidemic, set in 
comparison to the experiences of other countries—and a warning to other nations of 
the dangers of allowing the medical industry to dictate policy.  
 
Chris McGreal is a senior writer at the Guardian and former journalist for the BBC. He 
has worked in Johannesburg and Jerusalem, and across Africa and Central America, 
and won awards for his journalism covering the fall of apartheid, the second 
Palestinian Intifada, and the Rwandan genocide.     
 
US editor: Clive Priddle 
US publication: November, 2018  
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Jonathan Metzl, MD, PhD 
DYING OF WHITENESS: Mortal Politics from America’s Heartland  
World English: Basic Books 
 
A doctor’s account of how conservative backlash politics are causing a 
public health crisis among working-class white voters—the very people 
who support these policies the most.  
 
As the world watches a slow rise in far-right, nationalist politics, physician, sociologist, 
and researcher Jonathan Metzl, MD, PhD, has spent the past three years studying 
voters impacted by core conservative policies, particularly people who live in areas 
where anxieties about a “decline of whiteness” enter into decisions about public 
health. Metzl has conducted in-depth interviews and focus groups across “purple” 
states—Missouri, Tennessee, and Kansas—which, over the past two decades, have 
shifted sharply away from more liberal governance towards Tea Party and pro-Trump 
policies. When played out in the real world, Metzl finds that policies that bolster alt-
white supremacy also dramatically shorten the lifespans of the very people that they 
ostensibly aim to support. 
 
While it has long been argued that conservative politics force white supporters to vote 
against their own economic self interests, it’s rare to have a doctor’s written 
perspective. Part narrative, part history, and part informative and user-friendly 
research mission, DYING OF WHITENESS delves into the issues currently dividing 
America and countries across the world—health care, gun control, education, and 
race—and works to break down the stereotyping on both sides of the argument. A 
leading authority on guns and on race, who is often asked to speak on both liberal and 
conservative media, Metzl takes on these extremely challenging and contentious issues 
and really listens to lower-middle class, white men to understand why they make the 
decisions they do—and explain the costs of these decisions. 
 
Jonathan Metzl, MD, PhD is the Frederick B. Rentschler II Professor of Sociology and 
Psychiatry and the Director of the Center for Medicine, Health, and Society at 
Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee. He also serves as Research Director for 
Safe Tennessee, a nonpartisan gun-violence-prevention initiative. He is a regular 
contributor on MSNBC, where he was the resident expert on guns for several years, 
and writes frequently for popular media outlets, including the New Republic, NBC.com, 
Politico, and the Huffington Post. He has been interviewed recently on NPR’s All Things 
Considered, On Point, and Here & Now; WNYC’s The Takeaway; CSPAN; Democracy 
Now; France 24; Raidió Teilifís Éireann in Ireland; TRT World in Turkey; BBC Radio; 
and Moscow’s Radio Sputnick. He has also been recently featured in Correio Braziliense 
and O Globo in Brazil, the Christian Science Monitor, and PBS News Hour.  

US editor: Brian Distelberg 
Proposal and sample text available 
UK rights: Jennifer Thompson, Jennifer.Thompson@hbgusa.com 
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Yuri Slezkine 
THE HOUSE OF GOVERNMENT: A Saga of the Russian Revolution  
World English: Princeton UP; China: Horizon; France: Editions La Decouverte; 
Germany: Hanser; Italy: Feltrinelli; Netherlands: Spectrum; Poland: PIW; Russia: AST-
Corpus; World Spanish: Acantilado 
 
*Named one of the Best Books of the Year by The New York Times, The Guardian, The 
Economist, Tom Stoppard, Margaret Atwood, and the Times Literary Supplement, 
and Winner of the Prose Award in European & World History * 
 
“Yuri Slezkine, Mercurian par excellence, has caught an extraordinary set of lives in 
this book. Few historians, dead or alive, have managed to combine so spectacularly 
the gifts of storyteller and scholar.” —Benjamin Nathans, New York Review of Books 
 
“Magisterial.” —The New Yorker   “A Soviet War and Peace.” —London Review of 
Books 
 
On the 100th anniversary of the Russian Revolution, the epic story of an enormous 
apartment building where Communist true believers lived before their destruction. 
 
The House of Government is unlike any other book about the Russian Revolution and the 
Soviet experiment. Written in the tradition of Tolstoy’s War and Peace, Grossman’s Life 
and Fate, and Solzhenitsyn’s The Gulag Archipelago, Yuri Slezkine’s gripping narrative 
tells the true story of the residents of an enormous Moscow apartment building where 
top Communist officials and their families lived before they were destroyed in Stalin’s 
purges. A vivid account of the personal and public lives of Bolshevik true believers, the 
book begins with their conversion to Communism and ends with their children’s loss 
of faith and the fall of the Soviet Union.  
 

Completed in 1931, the House of Government, later known as the House on the 
Embankment, was located across the Moscow River from the Kremlin. The largest 
residential building in Europe, it combined 550 furnished apartments with public 
spaces that included everything from a movie theater and a library to a tennis court 
and a shooting range. Slezkine tells the chilling story of how the building’s residents 
lived in their apartments and ruled the Soviet state until some eight hundred of them 
were evicted from the House and led, one by one, to prison or their deaths.  
 
Drawing on letters, diaries, and interviews, and featuring hundreds of rare 
photographs, The House of Government weaves together biography, literary criticism, 
architectural history, and fascinating new theories of revolutions, millennial 
prophecies, and reigns of terror. The result is an unforgettable human saga of a 
building that, like the Soviet Union itself, became a haunted house, forever disturbed 
by the ghosts of the disappeared.  
 
Yuri Slezkine is the Jane K. Sather Professor of History at the University of California, 
Berkeley. His books include The Jewish Century (Princeton UP), which won the National 
Jewish Book Award in 2005.  
 
Final files available; US publication: August, 2017 
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Joseph C. Sternberg 
THE THEFT OF A DECADE: Baby Boomers, Millennials, and the 
Distortion of Our Economy 
World English: Public Affairs 
 
Wall Street Journal editorial board member and political economics 
columnist Joseph Sternberg’s book examines the series of political 
bargains that Baby Boomers rigged in their favor before the 2008 
financial crisis, handing a bad deal to the Millennial generation and 
creating a new economic crisis for young people. 

Something is going wrong for Millennials, and they know it. Nearly a decade after the 
2008 global financial panic, developed economies are struggling to get back on a 
sustained growth track, and even when they do, that growth is unbalanced in ways 
that hurt the young. Good jobs, let alone careers, are hard to come by. Inequality is 
rising. The traditional milestones of adulthood—starting a family, buying a home, 
saving for retirement—seem ever further out of reach for today’s young people. No 
wonder they’re voicing their anger and frustration politically, with Occupy protests 
and votes for Bernie Sanders in America, support for protest politicians like Jeremy 
Corbyn in Britain, or Italy’s 5-Star Movement. 

There’s nothing inevitable about the economic problems Millennials confront. They’re 
policy choices, predominantly made by Baby Boomers, who sowed the seeds for the 
financial crisis in the 1990s and 2000s with economic policies designed to benefit a 
rapidly aging population at the expense of the young. And our governments’ response 
to the crisis has been to double down on the same failed policies in monetary policy, 
the housing market, work, education, and savings. This is a new economic crisis, a 
quieter one than the calamity of 2008, but a longer-lasting one that is stealing a 
generation’s future. Millennials can escape from this crisis by understanding its true 
nature and then making the tough choices their Boomer parents avoided. It will be 
hard, but it's not impossible.  
 
Joseph C. Sternberg has covered economic policy in Asia and Europe for The Wall 
Street Journal’s editorial page for more than a decade, where his writing reaches a global 
audience that now numbers around 2.7 million subscribers in print and online. As 
editorial-page editor for the Journal’s European edition since October 2014, European 
political-economy columnist since September 2016, and a member of the paper’s 
editorial board since 2017, he has written extensively about the failure of monetary and 
other policies to revive economic growth and the political consequences of that failure. 
Sternberg is himself an early Millennial, born in 1982.  
 
US editor: Clive Priddle 
Proposal available 
Delivery: October, 2018 
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Nigel Travis 
THE CHALLENGE CULTURE: Questioning Everything Without Trashing 
Anything  
US & Canada: PublicAffairs; UK & Comm: Piatkus / Little, Brown  
 
In this smart, practical book, the CEO & Chairman of Dunkin’ Brands 
shares the human-centric business strategy behind the success of two of 
the world’s most iconic global brands, with more than 20,000 restaurants 
in over 60 countries worldwide: Dunkin’ Donuts and Baskin Robbins. 
Dunkin’ serves more than 5 million customers daily. 
 
In The Challenge Culture, Nigel Travis uses his experience of working for over forty 
years in several very large companies (Blockbuster, Burger King, Papa John’s) to show 
how organizations succeed by fostering a culture in which everyone can contribute. 
And, using examples such as Blockbuster and Leyton Orient Football Club, what 
happens when they don't... 

Travis, who has been Chairman and CEO of Dunkin' Brands for almost a decade, 
explains why businesses need to be more flexible, more egalitarian, and more able to 
adapt. To do this they must embrace challenge and encourage pushback, rather than 
reject them. How else will you hear new ideas and improve existing practices? 

This book will define what a challenge culture is (and what it isn't), provide ideas and 
insights about how to create one, and describe the benefits it brings -- in terms of 
performance, improvement, and fulfilment -- to individuals, companies and even to 
society as a whole. 

Nigel Travis is the British-born Chairman and CEO of the multinational Dunkin’ 
Brands, owners of Dunkin’ Donuts and Baskin Robbins ice creams. He began his career 
with a series of human resources positions at the UK operations of Kraft, Rolls Royce 
Engines, and Esso Petroleum Ltd. He served as Burger King’s Managing Director for 
Europe, the Middle East and Africa; as Blockbuster’s President and Chief Operating 
Officer; and as President and Chief Executive Officer of the pizza chain Papa John’s 
International, before joining Dunkin’ Brands. Nigel has been featured in major print 
publications including the New York Times and Financial Times, television outlets such 
as CBS This Morning, CNBC Squawk Box, Bloomberg ⟨ GO⟩ , and CNN Money, and as a 
featured speaker at Harvard Business School, the MIT Sloan School of Management, 
Northeastern University’s CEO Forum, and Boston University’s Executive 
Development Roundtable.  
 
US editor: John Mahaney 
Publication: September, 2018 
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Anthony Townsend 
GHOST ROAD: The High Stakes of the Driverless Revolution  
US & Canada: W.W. Norton; China: Citic; Russia: Exmo 
 
The author of SMART CITIES, an expert in information technology and 
the future of cities, illuminates the fast-approaching future of self-
driving vehicles.   
 
The driverless future will be an uncanny and often inhuman place. On the ghost road, 
computers call the shots on what moves, where, and when. We are told that the 
driverless future will be far safer, free of traffic, and easy to use—yet these claims are 
already being called into question. Instead, we may end up trapped in a world of 
ethical algorithms that choose who lives and who dies on the highways, robot-powered 
gridlock, and carjacking hackers. What will this technology do to us, and the world we 
live in? Where will the levers of power lie in the driverless revolution, and how do we 
pull them to get the future we want?  
 
Dr. Anthony Townsend is an internationally recognized expert on the future of cities 
and information technology. In GHOST ROAD, he examines both the promise and 
peril of self-driving technology, and what we can do about it. Self-driving technology 
will affect far more of our lives than we might imagine. Cars are just the start—
driverless buses, trucks, taxis, deliveries, and freight shipments will revolutionize the 
world, and government too. Automation dramatically expands the power of markets to 
decide who can travel, when, and at what cost—and the new rules of the road are being 
made primarily by companies instead of public officials.  
 
Having led research on a groundbreaking study of urban AVs, in partnership with 
Bloomberg Philanthropies, the Aspen Institute, and ten global cities, Townsend 
unpacks the painstaking work that companies and cities are undertaking to bring this 
new technology to life. He explains the business battles and tough policy choices that 
lie ahead. And he illuminates, for readers of today, what the world’s future will feel 
like—and what the breakthroughs to come will mean for our everyday lives.   
 
Anthony Townsend, PhD is the author of SMART CITIES: Big Data, Civic Hackers, and 
the Quest for a New Utopia (W.W. Norton, 2013). He is the founder of Bits and Atoms, a 
strategic advisory practice focused on technology-enabled urban development. His 
articles have appeared in Scientific American, Stanford Social Innovation Review, and Cairo 
Review of Global Affairs, and he appears frequently in technology and business 
publications and broadcasts including The New York Times, The Economist, NPR, 
BusinessWeek, and TIME.   
 
Proposal available 
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OTHER AGENCY TITLES OF INTEREST 
 
Cailin O’Connor and James Owen Weatherall 
THE MISINFORMATION AGE: How False Beliefs Spread 
World: Yale University Press 
 
The social dynamics of “alternative facts”: why what you believe 
depends on who you know. 
 
“Fake news has revealed a dark side of networks: an almost unstoppable	
ability to spread false and misleading information, changing people’s 
perception of reality and shaking the political establishment. The 
Misinformation Age is a timely, engaging narrative of how this 
happened and how the mix of fake news and networks is changing our 
world.” 
—Albert-László Barabási, author of Linked: The New Science of Networks  
 
Why should we care about having true beliefs? And why do demonstrably false beliefs 
persist and spread despite consequences for the people who hold them?  Philosophers 
of science Cailin O’Connor and James Weatherall argue that social factors, rather than 
individual psychology, are what’s essential to understanding the spread and 
persistence of false belief.  It might seem that there’s an obvious reason that true beliefs 
matter: false beliefs will hurt you.   But if that’s right, then why is it (apparently) 
irrelevant to many people whether they believe true things or not? 
 
In an age riven by factual disputes over everything from climate change to the size of 
inauguration crowds, the authors argue that social factors, not individual psychology, 
are what’s essential to understanding the persistence of false belief and that we must 
know how those social forces work in order to fight misinformation effectively. 
 
Cailin O’Connor is assistant professor of logic and philosophy of science at the 
University of California, Irvine. James Owen Weatherall is professor of logic and 
philosophy of science at the University of California, Irvine, and author of the New York 
Times bestseller THE PHYSICS OF WALL STREET (HMH, 2013) and VOID: The Strange 
Physics of Nothing (Yale UP, 2016).  Both authors are members of the Institute for 
Mathematical Behavioral Science.   
 
US editor: Bill Frucht 
US publication: January, 2019 
UK & Translation Rights: Olivia.willis@yaleup.co.uk 
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Vivien Schweitzer 
A MAD LOVE: An Introduction to Opera 
World: Basic Books 
 
“Dynamic. Passionate. Searing. ALIVE! Vivien Schweitzer’s A Mad 
Love: An Introduction to Opera captures everything I love about this 
often misunderstood art form. She connects the stories and musical 
treasures from across the centuries of opera to go straight to the heart of 
why opera is addictive and life-affirming. This is the perfect starting 
point if you’re a beginner, and an ideal landing point if you need to be 
reminded of why you fell in love with opera in the first place!”—Joyce 
DiDonato 
  
“A lively and engaging introduction to an art form that belongs to us all, 
whether or not we know it yet. Welcome in.”—Tim Page, Pulitzer Prize-
winning critic and professor of music and journalism, University of 
Southern California 
 
There are few art forms as visceral and emotional as opera—and few that are as 
daunting for newcomers. A Mad Love offers a spirited and indispensable tour of opera's 
eclectic past and present, beginning with Monteverdi's L'Orfeo in 1607, generally 
considered the first successful opera, through classics like Carmen and La Boheme, and 
spanning to Brokeback Mountain and The Death of Klinghoffer in recent years. Musician 
and critic Vivien Schweitzer acquaints readers with the genre's most important 
composers and some of its most influential performers, recounts its long-standing 
debates, and explains its essential terminology. 
 
Today, opera is everywhere, from the historic houses of major opera companies to 
movie theaters and public parks to offbeat performance spaces and our earbuds. A Mad 
Love is an essential book for anyone who wants to appreciate this living, evolving art 
form in all its richness. 
 
Vivien Schweitzer is a writer and pianist based in New York. She worked for ten years 
as a classical music and opera critic for the New York Times. She has also written for the 
BBC, the Moscow Times, and the Economist. 
 
US editor: Brian Distelberg 
UK & Translation Rights: Amber Hoover amber.hoover@hbgusa.com  
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FICTION 
 
Alice Mattison 
CONSCIENCE: A Novel  
US & Canada: Pegasus 
 
From the author of New Yorker, PEN/O. Henry Prize, Pushcart Prize, 
Ploughshares, and Best American short stories; numerous New York 
Times Notable novels and collections; and the writing guide THE KITE 
AND THE STRING, comes an unforgettable story of former Vietnam War 
protesters and the tangled histories of activism, service, race and gender 
politics, which come to bear on their present day.  
 
“Mattison is a charmer. Her characters bask in the sunshine of her 
affectionate scrutiny.” —The New York Times Book Review 
 
“Mattison’s observations are so minutely compelling that each one feels 
like a shiny object, once lost but found unexpectedly.” —The New Yorker 
 
CONSCIENCE opens in the bedroom of Olive Grossman and her husband Griff, a 
couple whose lives are haunted by the death of their longtime friend, Helen Weinstein, 
in a violent political protest in 1975. As the novel weaves between the 1960s and the 
present, conflict, tragedy, and friendship find their way into the precarious balance of 
the couple’s home.  
 
Praised by the New York Times Book Review as “a generous, empathetic writer” of 
“ferocious insight,” Alice Mattison has an unparalleled gift for storytelling and for 
creating rich, multidimensional characters—the kind one might find in the novels of 
Anne Tyler, Jane Smiley, or Michael Chabon. In Conscience, Mattison paints the 
nuanced relationships between characters with her signature wit and precision, 
elegantly weaving together past and present, the political and the personal.  
 
Alice Mattison is a widely acclaimed author and longtime writing teacher. Her novels 
include The Book Borrower, Nothing Is Quite Forgotten in Brooklyn, and When We Argued 
All Night. Twelve of her stories have appeared in The New Yorker, and other work has 
been published in The New York Times, Ploughshares, and Ecotone and anthologized 
in The Pushcart Prize, PEN/O. Henry Prize Stories, and Best American Short Stories. A 
frequent panelist at AWP and other writing conferences, she has held residencies at 
Yaddo and the MacDowell Colony. She has taught at Brooklyn College, Yale 
University, and, for the last twenty-two years, in the Bennington Writing Seminars, the 
MFA program at Bennington College. 
 
US publication: August, 2018 
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UK RIGHTS ONLY – for KNEERIM & WILLIAMS 
 
Jennifer Petriglieri 
COUPLES THAT WORK: How Dual-Career Couples Find Fulfillment in 
Love and in Work 
US & Canada: TBD, c/o Kneerim & Williams 
 
It will come as no surprise that an increasing number of couples today 
wrestle with the challenges of keeping love alive as they both pursue 
separate full-time careers. What is a surprise, however, is how little has 
been written to help dual-career couples work through this urgent and 
ongoing struggle. With Couples That Work, Jennifer Petriglieri is now 
filling that void.   
 
Petriglieri has spent five years studying more than a hundred dual-career couples 
whose countries, backgrounds, ages, cultures, careers, and situations are as varied as 
humankind itself. In spite of this diversity, they all share one feature – the challenge of 
building both rewarding careers and enduring love in a world where achieving even 
one of these goals can be extraordinarily difficult. Combining story-telling with a 
psychological lens, Couples That Work explores the dynamics at play, spoken and 
unspoken, in the lives of dual-career couples and offers practical guidance that couples 
can use to develop their own answers to the most pressing question: How can we 
successfully combine love and work?  
 
Jennifer Petriglieri is a professor at INSEAD in Fontainbleau, France, one of the 
world's leading international business schools, and Program Director of its flagship 
executive program for emerging leaders, as well as Director of its Women Leaders 
Program for senior women executives. Thinkers50, which ranks the most influential 
management thinkers in the world, short-listed Petriglieri for the Radar New Thinker 
award in 2015, and again in 2017 for the Talent Award. She also designed and teaches 
INSEAD’s most popular MBA elective, the Psychological Issues in Management course. 
She is a popular keynote speaker and a consultant to global companies such as 
Unilever, Dow Chemical, and Mitsubishi. Her publications include a number of 
Harvard Business Review articles, with one forthcoming in May entitled, “Talent 
Management and the Dual-Career Couple,” accompanied by a podcast. 
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The Zoë Pagnamenta Agency’s Co-Agent List 
 
 
Bulgaria, Romania, and Serbia: 
Anna and Mira Droumeva 
Andrew Nurnberg Associates Sofia 
11 Slaveikov Square 
PO Box 453  
1000 Sofia 
Tel & Fax: +359 2 986 2819 
Email: Anna Droumeva anna@anas-bg.com  
Mira Droumeva mira@anas-bg.com  
 
China & Taiwan, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam: 
Gray Tan 
The Grayhawk Agency 
14F, No.63, Sec.4, Xinyi Rd. 
Taipei 10651 
Taiwan 
Tel: 886-2-27059231 
Fax: 886-2-27059610 
Mobile: 886-916-986765 
Email: grayhawk@grayhawk-agency.com 
 
Czech Republic, Slovak Republic, and Slovenia: 
Lucie Poláková  
Andrew Nurnberg Associates Prague  
Jugoslávských partyzánů 17 
160 00 Praha 6  
Czech Republic 
Tel & Fax: +420 2 2278 2041 
Email: polakova@nurnberg.cz   
 
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Ukraine: 
Tatjana Zoldnere 
Andrew Nurnberg Associates Baltic 
PO Box 77 
Riga LV 1011 
Latvia 
Tel: +371 750 64 95 
Fax: +371 750 64 94 
Email: zoldnere@anab.apollo.lv 
 
France: 
Donatella D’Ormesson 
232 boulevard Saint Germain 
75007 Paris 
France 
Tel: +33 6 22 38 88 27 
Email: ddormesson@free.fr 
 
Germany: 
Petra Eggers 
Agentur Petra Eggers 
Friedrichstraße 133 
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D - 10117 Berlin 
Germany 
Tel: +49 - (0)30 / 275 950 70 
Fax: +49 - (0)30 / 275 950 710  
Email: petra.eggers@agentur-eggers.de 
http://www.eggers-landwehr.de/english/index.htm 
 
Greece: 
Evangelia Avloniti 
Ersilia Literary Agency 
Aktaiou 38-40 
118 51 Athens 
Greece 
http://ersilialit.com/cms/ 
 
Hungary and Croatia: 
Judit Hermann, Blanka Daroczi 
Andrew Nurnberg Associates International Ltd. Hungary – Budapest Office 
20 Győri út, Budapest,  
1123-Hungary 
Tel: +36 1 302 6451 
Tel & Fax: +36 1 311 3948 
Email: j.hermann@nurnberg.hu 
(Both agents share this email address.) 
 
Israel: 
Geula Geurts 
The Deborah Harris Agency 
P.O. Box 8528 
Jerusalem 91083, Israel 
Tel: +972 (0)2 5633237 
Fax: +972 (0)2 5618711 
Email: efrat@thedeborahharrisagency.com 
 
Italy: 
Chiara Piovan 
The Italian Literary Agency 
Via E. De Amicis, 53 
20123 Milano, Italy 
Tel : +39 02 865445 
Fax: +39 02 876222 
Email: chiara.piovan@italianliterary.com  
 
Japan: 
Kohei Hattori 
The English Agency (Japan) Ltd.  
4F Sakuragi Building 
6-7-3 Minami Aoyama 
Minato-ku  
Tokyo  107-0062 
Japan 
Tel: +81 (3) 3406 5385  
Fax: +81 (3 )3406 5387 
Email: kohei.hattori@eaj.co.jp 
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Korea: 
Su Yeon Park 
Korean Copyright Center (KCC) 
Gyonghigung-achim, Officetel Rm 520, Compound 3 	
34, Sajik-ro 8-gil, Jongno-gu 
Seoul 110-872 
Korea 
 Tel: +82 (2) 725-3350  
Fax: +82 (2) 725-3612 
Email: kcc@kccseoul.com; sypark@kccseoul.com 
 
Netherlands:  
Marianne Schonbach 
Marianne Schönbach Literary Agency  
Rokin 44 III  
1012 KV Amsterdam  
The Netherlands 
Tel. + 0031 (0) 20 62 000 20  
Fax + 0031 (0) 20 62 404 50 
Email: m.schonbach@schonbach.nl 
http://www.schonbach.nl/ 
 
Poland: 
Marcin Biegaj 
ANA Warsaw 
ul. Moldawska 9, 6th floor 
02-127 Warsaw, Poland 
Tel: +4860 763 6086 
E-mail: Marcin.biegaj@nurnberg.pl 
 
Russia: 
Ludmilla Sushkova, Vladimir Chernyshov 
Andrew Nurnberg Literary Agency 
Flat 72 
Stroenie 6 
21 Tsvetnoy Boulevard 
127051 Moscow 
Russia 
Tel & Fax: +7 495 625 8188   
Email: Ludmilla Sushkova sushkova@awax.ru 
Vladimir Chernyshov volodya@awax.ru 
  
Scandinavia: 
Sebes & Bisseling Literary Agency 
Herengracht 613 
1017 CE Amsterdam 
Netherlands 
Tel: +31 (0) 20 616 0940 
Email: office@sebes.nl 
www.sebes.nl 
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Spain, Portugal & Brazil: 
Teresa Vilarrubla 
The Foreign Office 
c/ Rosselló 104, Entl 2a 
08029-Barcelona 
Spain   
Tel: + (34) 933214290 
Email: teresa@theforeignoffice.net  
 
Turkey: 
Amy Spangler 
AnatoliaLit Agency 
Caferaga Mah. 
Leylek Sok. 
Tekirdagli Apt No 18/1 
34710 Kadikoy 
Istanbul 
Turkey 
Tel & Fax: +90 216 338 70 93  
Email: amy@anatolialit.com 
muhtesim@anatolialit.com 
www.anatolialit.com 
 
 
 
 


