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CHEVY IN THE HOLE
A Novel

By Kelsey Ronan

March 2022 / Henry Holt (Macmillan) / US Editor: Caroline Zancan 
Final PDF Available

NA

A gorgeous, harrowing debut that follows multiple generations of two families in 
Flint, Michigan, through the city’s notorious growth and decline, with a remarkable 
contemporary love story at its center

When we meet August “Gus” Molloy on the opening pages of Chevy in the Hole, 
he’s just overdosed at the Detroit restaurant where he works. Shortly after, he packs 
it in and returns home to his family for another shot at sobriety. There, he meets 
and falls quickly in love with Monae Livingston, an urban farmer trying to coax a 
tenuous rebirth from the damaged land. As Gus and Monae begin dreaming up an 
oasis together in Flint, the city’s water supply is being quietly poisoned.

Woven throughout their story are the stories of Gus’s and Monae’s families—Gus’s 
white and Monae’s Black—members of which have had their own triumphs and 
devastating setbacks trying to survive and thrive in their troubled city. In 1937, 
Gus’s great-grandmother runs supplies to the strikers at Chevrolet while her hus-
band, a luckless salesman, daydreams of riches. Meanwhile, Monae’s grandmother, 
Esther Williams, arrives during the Great Migration to confront the limitations of 
“GM Crow.” One of Esther’s sons finds his political voice in the civil rights move-
ment while another works at the ill-fated theme park AutoWorld. We watch the 
families brush elbows long before Gus and Monae ever meet, on one now-infamous 
night, when Keith Moon of the Who drives a Cadillac into the swimming pool of 
the Holiday Inn.

A novel about the things that change over time and the things that don’t, Chevy in 
the Hole is ultimately a love letter to Flint and the resilience of its people. Through-
out, the city reverberates through these families and friendships, which remind us 
again and again what people need from one another and from the city they call 
home. 

Kelsey Ronan grew up in Flint, Michigan. Her work has appeared in Lit Hub, 
Michigan Quarterly Review, The Kenyon Review and elsewhere. She lives in De-
troit and teaches for InsideOut Literary Arts. Chevy in the Hole is her first novel.

STARRED REVIEW, Booklist
“Rich and unflinching [...] the intimate histories in this stunning and masterful 
debut reveal universal truths of renewal and redemption at individual and societal 
levels.”

“Kelsey Ronan is a storyteller of extraordinary wisdom and empathy, devoted to 
rendering fully the lives of these remarkable characters—their complexities and 
frailties, their unexpected kindnesses and terrible mistakes, their resilience in the 
face of nearly insurmountable obstacles.”—Elizabeth Wetmore, New York Times 
bestselling author of Valentine

“Chevy in the Hole is undoubtedly a Flint love story, but only for those willing to 
acknowledge love for what it is: an act of endurance that’s often painful, sometimes 
destructive, and absolutely necessary for survival.”—Xhenet Aliu, author of Brass
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THE MAN WHO SOLD AIR IN THE HOLY LAND
Stories

By Omer Friedlander

April 2022 / Penguin Random House / US Editor: Robin Dresser
Final PDF Available

NA

A brilliant young author’s stunning fiction debut: gorgeously immersive and imag-
inative storiesthat transcend borders as they render the intimate lives of people 
striving for connection.

Warm, poignant, delightfully whimsical, these gorgeously immersive and imagina-
tive stories take you to the narrow limestone alleyways of Jerusalem, the desolate 
beauty of the Negev Desert, and the sprawling orange groves of Jaffa, with char-
acters that spring to vivid life. A divorced con artist and his daughter sell empty 
bottles of “holy air” to credulous tourists; a Lebanese Scheherazade enchants three 
young soldiers in a bombed-out Beirut radio station; a boy daringly “rooftops” at 
night, climbing steel cranes in scuffed sneakers even as he reimagines the bravery 
of a Polish-Jewish dancer during the Holocaust; an Israeli volunteer at a West Bank 
checkpoint mourns the death of her son, a soldier killed in Gaza. These stories ren-
der the intimate lives of people striving for connection. They are fairy tales turned 
on their head by real life, where moments of fragile intimacy mix with comedy and 
notes of the absurd. Told in prose of astonishing vividness that also demonstrates 
remarkable control and restraint, they have a universal appeal to the heart.

Omer Friedlander was born in Jerusalem and grew up in Tel Aviv. He earned a BA 
in literature from the University of Cambridge, and an MFA from Boston University. 

“In these wise, capacious, achingly beautiful stories, Omer Friedlander maps the 
hidden geography of the human heart like a young Chekhov. Each one feels like a 
fresh new discovery, and collected together, The Man Who Sold Air in the Holy Land 
becomes a sustained feat of imaginative compassion.”—Anthony Marra, New York 
Times bestselling author of A Constellation of Vital Phenomena 

“Omer Friedlander is a marvelous new voice, bringing magic, chance, and surprise 
to his stories without ever losing sight of the human and the real. I’d follow this 
writer anywhere.”—Rebecca Makkai, Pulitzer finalist for The Great Believers

STARRED REVIEW, Publishers Weekly 
"A dynamic collection. . . .With sensitivity and compassion he imbues his charac-
ters with a deeply felt humanity, and his finely tuned command of emotional tenor 
will evoke tears and laughter in equal measure."

“Innovative in conception, classical in spirit, these stories, set largely in Israel, 
resonate with international ramifications. Rarely do we encounter a writer so 
young but also this wise. . . . A splendid literary debut.”—Ha Jin, National Book 
Award–winning author of Waiting

“As outrageously funny as they are outrageously tender, Friedlander’s stories conjure 
complex and often difficult emotions with perfect acrobatic skill. This terrible world 
is so terribly wonderful that it is perfectly all right to laugh and cry at the same time. 
”—Kiran Desai, Booker Prize–winning author of The Inheritance of Loss
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Rights Sold: 
 Dutch (Spectrum)
 Italian (NN Editore)

Turkish (Livera) 
UK/Comm (John Murray)



WE MEASURE THE EARTH WITH OUR BODIES
A Novel

By Tsering Yangzom Lama

May 2022 / Bloomsbury / US Editor: Grace McNamee
Final PDF Available

NA

For readers of Homegoing and The Leavers, a compelling and profound debut novel 
about a Tibetan family’s journey through exile.

In the wake of China’s 1959 invasion of Tibet, Lhamo and her younger sister, 
Tenkyi, arrive at a refugee camp in Nepal. They survived the dangerous journey 
across the Himalayas, but their parents did not. As Lhamo-haunted by the loss of 
her homeland and her mother, a village oracle-tries to rebuild a life amid a shattered 
community, hope arrives in the form of a young man named Samphel, whose uncle 
brings with him an ancient statue of the Nameless Saint-a relic known to vanish and 
reappear in times of need.

Decades later, the sisters are separated, and Tenkyi is living with Lhamo’s daughter, 
Dolma, in Toronto. While Tenkyi works as a cleaner and struggles with traumatic 
memories, Dolma vies for a place as a scholar of Tibet Studies. But when Dolma 
comes across the Nameless Saint in a collector’s vault, she must decide what she is 
willing to do for her community, even if it means risking her dreams.

Breathtaking in its scope and powerful in its intimacy, We Measure the Earth with 
Our Bodies is a gorgeously written meditation on colonization, displacement, and 
the lengths we’ll go to remain connected to our families and ancestral lands. Told 
through the lives of four people over fifty years, this novel provides a nuanced, mov-
ing portrait of the little-known world of Tibetan exiles. 

Tsering Yangzom Lama holds an MFA from Columbia University and a BA from 
the University of British Columbia in creative writing and international relations. 
She has received grants and residencies from the Canada Council for the Arts, Art 
Omi, Hedgebrook, Tin House, and the Barbara Deming Memorial Fund, among 
others. Tsering was born and raised in Nepal, and has since lived in Vancouver, 
Toronto, and New York City.

 “[A] rare talent and uncompromising vision [...] This novel is a testament to a 
people’s resolve to love, no matter what. A triumph.” —Maaza Mengiste, author 
of The Shadow King, shortlisted for the 2020 Booker Prize 

“We Measure the Earth with Our Bodies asks what happens when colonialism 
and cruelty take your homeland. Is it gone forever? What remains in the mind and 
heart? Can loss be restored? A haunting novel of family and exile, written with 
beauty, authenticity, and grace.” —David Ebershoff, author of The Danish Girl 
and The 19th Wife 

“Tsering Yangzom Lama’s debut announces a thrilling new talent in global litera-
ture. We Measure The Earth With Our Bodies is a gorgeous, thoughtful novel, one 
that wrestles with history and culpability in ways that feel moving and profound.” 
—Victor LaValle, author of The Changeling
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Rights Sold: 
           Dutch (Meulenhoff )    
           French (Buchet-Chastel)

Italian (Einaudi) 



WALK THE VANISHED EARTH
A Novel

By Erin Swan

May 2022 / Viking (PRH) / US Editor: Margaux Weisman
Final PDF Available

NA

In the tradition of Station Eleven, Severance and The Dog Stars, a beautifully 
written and emotionally stirring dystopian novel about how our dreams of the future 
may shift as our environment changes rapidly, even as the earth continues to spin.

The year is 1873, and a bison hunter named Samson travels the Kansas plains, full 
of hope for his new country. The year is 1975, and an adolescent girl named Bea 
walks those very same plains; pregnant, mute, and raised in extreme seclusion, she 
lands in an institution, where a well-meaning psychiatrist struggles to decipher the 
pictures she draws of her past. The year is 2027 and, after a series of devastating 
storms, a tenacious engineer named Paul has left behind his banal suburban exis-
tence to build a floating city above the drowned streets that were once New Orleans. 
There with his poet daughter he rules over a society of dreamers and vagabonds who 
salvage vintage dresses, ferment rotgut wine out of fruit, paint murals on the ceiling 
of the Superdome, and try to write the story of their existence. The year is 2073, 
and Moon has heard only stories of the blue planet—Earth, as they once called it, 
now succumbed entirely to water. Now that Moon has come of age, she could be-
come a mother if she wanted to–if only she understood what a mother is. Alone on 
Mars with her two alien uncles, she must decide whether to continue her family line 
and repopulate humanity on a new planet.

A sweeping family epic, told over seven generations, as America changes and so 
does its dream, Walk the Vanished Earth explores ancestry, legacy, motherhood, the 
trauma we inherit, and the power of connection in the face of our planet’s imminent 
collapse. This is a story about the end of the world—but it is also about the begin-
ning of something entirely new. Thoughtful, warm, and wildly prescient, this work 
of bright imagination promises that, no matter what the future looks like, there is 
always room for hope. 

Erin Swan is a writer of fiction and nonfiction whose work has been published in 
such literary journals as Portland Review, The South Carolina Review, and Inkwell. “A 

beautiful achievement. Swan writes in spare, elegant prose that conjures an 1880s 
Kansas prairie just as vividly as a futuristic colony on Mars. Both timely and time-
less, this novel will stay with me for a long time to come.”
—Tara Conklin, New York Times bestselling author of The Last Romantics 

“Erin Swan's debut novel enthralled me from the first page. Walk the Vanished 
Earth is weird, wonderful and beautifully written; I never knew what would hap-
pen next, but was deeply satisfied by each turn of the story.  A floating city! Seven 
generations of a single family line! Life on Mars! I highly recommend this novel.”
—Ann Napolitano, bestselling author of Dear Edward 

"One of the most startlingly original and riveting books I've read in a long time. 
What a thrilling, inventive, and gorgeously written debut!"
—Helen Schulman, author of Come with Me
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Rights Sold: 
 French (Gallmeister)



SEEING STRANGERS
A Novel

By Sebastian J. Plata

June 2022 / Agora Books (Polis) / US Editor: Chantelle Aimée Osma
Final PDF Available

NA

A stylish novel of obsession and social satire set in a world where sex is just a swipe 
away.

Life is going well for Greg Kelly. He's married to the handsome and kind Cristian, 
a Spanish-born artist who is also a talented cook. Greg's work as a translator for an 
IT startup allows them to live comfortably in a stylish Bushwick two bedroom and 
enjoy just about all NYC has to offer—including sleeping with other men, since 
Greg and Cristian's marriage has been open for the past few years. This arrangement 
has been particularly appealing to Greg and his exceptional sexual appetite. Now 
approaching their mid-thirties, fatherhood calls and they enlist a friend to act as 
surrogate.

In order to focus on building a family, Greg and Cristian decide to close up the 
marriage when the baby arrives. Greg is going to miss his hookups, but at least he 
has the summer for one last hurrah. He methodically plans his hookups via Grindr 
and Tinder, carefully coordinates train routes for quick lunchtime hookups, and 
scouts potential candidates anywhere, anytime, like an old time Hollywood casting 
director.

As their baby's due date draws closer, anxiety sets in over Greg's impending parental 
responsibilities, the loss of his sexual freedom, and even his marriage to Cristian. 
But before he can sort out his feelings, a spurned hook-up reappears—Russell, an 
arrogant tv producer, who had wanted a relationship with Greg. And the problem 
is, Russell just won't go away, infiltrating himself into Greg's life in the worst ways 
possible, threatening his marriage and sanity. Greg is left asking, what does it mean 
to find happiness but still crave more? 

Sebastian J. Plata was born in Poland, grew up in Chicago, and spent most of his 
twenties in Tokyo. He is currently based in Brooklyn, NY. In addition to writing, he 
also works as a Japanese/English translator. He is the author of the YA novel FREAK 
'N' GORGEOUS, this is his first thriller. Find him online @sebastianjplata.
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FOR THE LOVE OF THE BARD
A Novel

By Jessica Martin

June 2022 / Berkley (PRH) / US Editor: Kate Seaver
Edited MS Available

NA

To go for it or not to go for it? That is the question when two former high school 
flames return to their Shakespeare-obsessed hometown for a summer of theater and 
unexpected romance, in a laugh-out-loud rom-com from debut author Jessica Mar-
tin.

Literary agent and writer Miranda Barnes rolls into her hometown of Bard’s Rest 
with one goal in mind: to spend the summer finally finishing her YA novel, the 
next installment in her bestselling fantasy series. Yet Miranda’s mother, deep in the 
planning stages for the centennial of the town’s beloved annual Shakespeare festival, 
has other ideas. 
 
Before you can say “all’s fair in love and war,” Miranda is cornered into directing 
Twelfth Night—while simultaneously scrambling to finish her book, navigating a 
family health scare, and doing her best to avoid the guy who broke her heart on 
prom night. When it comes to Adam, the veterinarian with a talent for set design 
and an infuriating knack for winning over Miranda’s dog, the lady doth protest 
too much. As any Shakespeare lovers knows, the course of true love never did run 
smooth, and soon Miranda realizes she’ll have to decide whether to trust Adam with 
her heart again 

Jessica Martin is a lawyer by trade, a writer by choice, and a complete smartass by 
all accounts. 

"A delightful ode to complicated family relationships, growing up in the theatre, 
and opening your heart to a second chance with your first love." —Jen DeLuca, 
author of Well Played 

“Jessica Martin's rollicking and bighearted debut is a love letter to all things Shake-
speare, filled with whip smart banter that would make the Bard himself jealous, 
a supporting cast I'd love to share an ale with, and best of all, a second chance 
romance that's the stuff of sonnets.”—Victoria Schade, USA Today bestselling 
author of Dog Friendly

“A sizzling second chance romance full of witty banter, quirky characters, and 
a sensational Shakespeare infused setting [...] an absolute must read!”—Jenn 
McKinlay, New York Times bestselling author of Paris Is Always a Good Idea

“Sweet and Shakespearean, For the Love of the Bard sweeps small-town charm and 
second-chance swoon up into a delightful rom-com fit for the stage.”—Emily 
Wibberley and Austin Siegemund-Broka, authors of The Roughest Draft

"Brimming with Shakespeare references to delight the brain and a slow burn, 
banter-filled romance to melt the heart, this romcom captivates. The course of true 
love might not run smooth for Miranda and Adam, but you'll have a fabulous, 
laugh-out-loud experience following along with their journey!"—India Holton, 
author of The League of Gentlewomen Witches
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THE WILD ONE
A Novel

By Colleen McKeegan

June 2022 / HarperCollins / US Editor: Sarah Stein
Edited MS Available

NA

In this dark and twisted coming-of-age thriller, a deadly childhood secret that binds 
three young women threatens to destroy their lives.

Amanda Brooks is a born-and-bred New Yorker with an envious life: she’s in a great 
graduate school program, lives in a cozy Tribeca apartment, and is head-over-heels 
for her handsome, committed boyfriend. But Amanda’s life isn’t as picture perfect as 
it seems. For over a decade she’s been hiding a dark secret—a secret that goes back 
to that summer at Camp Catalpa when a man died in the woods. Fellow campers 
Catherine and Meg were there too, and in the years since, not one of them has ever 
spoken about what happened that day.

Until Amanda slips—and the truth threatens to explode the tightly controlled 
façade of her life.

When her past begins to poison her present, threatening her relationship, Amanda 
has no one to turn to except the two women who know her most monstrous self. 
Reuniting with Catherine and Meg one last time, Amanda is desperate to put the 
demons of that twisted summer to rest. But when trusting anyone, even one anoth-
er, starts to feel like a wildly risky proposition, just how far will these three go to 
keep the truth from emerging—and their lives from unraveling? 

Colleen McKeegan is a freelance writer based in New York. She was most recently 
a senior features editor at Marie Claire, where she was nominated for a National 
Magazine Award. Before joining Marie Claire, she workedat Bloomberg, Fortune, The 
New Yorker, and Bicycling magazine. She’s a graduate of Georgetown University and 
currently lives in Westchester with her husband, their son, and their mutt Sydney.

“Addictive from its first pages, Colleen McKeegan’s The Wild One mines all the 
complexities and darkness of young women in the battleground of summer camp, 
fashioning a riveting tale of secrets, shame and a harrowing reckoning.”—New York 
Times bestselling author Megan Abbott

“I couldn't put down this smart and astute page-turning debut. Colleen McKeegan 
has beautifully crafted a narrative that explores the ways trauma and societal expec-
tations shape the women we become. The engaging prose and razor-sharp twists 
and turns will keep readers on the edges of their seats until the very last page.”—Jo 
Piazza, internationally bestselling author of Charlotte Walsh Likes to Win and 
We Are Not Like Them 

"Insightful and exhilarating [...] Colleen McKeegan plunges readers into the cru-
cible of young adulthood, with all of its brutal hierarchies and impossible expecta-
tions. The result is a haunting look at the way that, for young women, growing up 
can mean discovering the potential for violence that hums just underneath the sur-
face of every moment—and perhaps most perilously within themselves."—Caitlin 
Mullen, Edgar Award-winning author of Please See Us
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THE HOUSE ACROSS THE LAKE 
A Novel

By Riley Sager

June 2022 / Dutton (PRH) / US Editor: Maya Ziv
Final PDF Available

NA

The New York Times bestselling author of Final Girls and Survive the Night (“a 
master of the twist and the turn”*) is back with his most unexpected thriller yet.
*Rolling Stone

Casey Fletcher, a recently widowed actress trying to escape a streak of bad press, 
has retreated to the peace and quiet of her family’s lake house in Vermont. Armed 
with a pair of binoculars and several bottles of bourbon, she passes the time watch-
ing Tom and Katherine Royce, the glamorous couple living in the house across the 
lake. They make for good viewing—a tech innovator, Tom is rich, and a former 
model, Katherine is gorgeous.
 
One day on the lake, Casey saves Katherine from drowning, and the two strike up 
a budding friendship. But the more they get to know each other—and the longer 
Casey watches—it becomes clear that Katherine and Tom’s marriage isn’t as perfect 
and placid as it appears. When Katherine suddenly vanishes, Casey becomes 
consumed with finding out what happened to her. In the process, she uncovers 
eerie, darker truths that turn a tale of voyeurism and suspicion into a story of guilt, 
obsession and how looks can be very deceiving.

With his trademark blend of sharp characters, psychological suspense and 
gasp-worthy twists, Riley Sager’s The House Across the Lake will shock readers until 
the very last page. 

Riley Sager is the New York Times bestselling author of six novels, most recently 
Home Before Dark and Survive the Night. 

"The House Across the Lake is the work of a master storyteller. A Hitchcockian 
premise is given an exciting new spin, as voyeurism, murder, and the lies we tell 
ourselves about our nearest and dearest spiral out of control in this gripping mys-
tery, where nothing is what it seems. I had a thrilling time reading this. An un-
putdownable page-turner."—Alex Michaelides, #1 New York Times bestselling 
author of The Silent Patient and The Maidens

Arabic (Jalees Publishing)
Brazilian Portuguese (Alta Books)
Bulgarian (Locus)
Catalan (PRH Spain)
Complex Chinese (Faces)
Croatian (Fokus)
Czech (Dobrovsky)
Danish (Turbine Forlaget)
Dutch (Ambo Anthos)
Estonian (Rahva Raamat)
Finnish (WSOY)
French (Michel Lafon)
German (dtv)
Hebrew (Adel Books)
Hungarian (Lettero)
Italian (Fanucci)
Japanese (Shueisha)

Korean (Hyejiwon)
Macedonian (Antolog)
Polish (Mova / Kobiece Publishing)
Portuguese (20/20)
Romanian (Editura Art)
Russian (AST)
Serbian (Vulkan)
Simplified Chinese (Booky)
Slovak (Albatros Media Slovakia)
Spanish (PRH Spain)
Swedish (Modernista)
Thai (WeLearn)
Turkish (Ithaki)
UK/Comm (Hodder & Stoughton)
Vietnamese (Bachviet)
Ukranian (Old Lion Publishing House)

Previous Publishers of Riley Sager:



BIG GIRL
A Novel

By Mecca Jamilah Sullivan

July 2022 / Liveright (W.W. Norton) / US Editor: Gina Iaquinta
Final PDF Available

NA

Exquisitely compassionate and witty, Big Girl traces the intergenerational hungers 
and desires of Black womanhood, as told through the unforgettable voice of Malaya 
Clondon.

In her highly anticipated debut novel, Mecca Jamilah Sullivan explores the perils—
and undeniable beauty—of insatiable longing. Growing up in a rapidly changing 
Harlem, eight-year-old Malaya hates when her mother drags her to Weight Watch-
ers meetings; she’d rather paint alone in her bedroom or enjoy forbidden street 
foods with her father. For Malaya, the pressures of her predominantly white Upper 
East Side prep school are relentless, as are the expectations passed down from her 
painfully proper mother and sharp-tongued grandmother. As she comes of age 
in the 1990s, she finds solace in the music of Biggie Smalls and Aaliyah, but her 
weight continues to climb—until a family tragedy forces her to face the source of 
her hunger, ultimately shattering her inherited stigmas surrounding women’s bodies, 
and embracing her own desire. Written with vibrant lyricism shot through with 
tenderness, Big Girl announces Sullivan as an urgent and vital voice.

Mecca Jamilah Sullivan is an associate professor of English at Georgetown Univer-
sity, and the author of Blue Talk and Love, winner of the Judith A. Markowitz Award 
from Lambda Literary. A native of Harlem, she lives in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

“The sound, the expansiveness of the whispers, the critical, brilliant, sometimes 
bruising, beautiful Black girlness explored in this novel is literally second to none… 
I know I have just read and reread a new American classic that we as a culture and 
country desperately need. Believe that.”—Kiese Laymon, author of Heavy 

“Mecca Jamilah Sullivan has given us a gift as big, beautiful and complicated as liv-
ing itself, filled with everyday people who in her gifted hands, show us the love and 
struggle of what it means to be inside bodies that don’t always fit with the outside 
world. Lovely.”—Jacqueline Woodson, author of Red at the Bone

"A beautiful, profound, and moving novel that I'll be thinking about for a very long 
time.”—Liz Moore, author of Long Bright River and Heft

"Mecca Jamilah Sullivan gives voice to girls and women with unruly bodies who 
dare to take up space in a world that shames them for being hungry for more. 
Alive with delicious prose and the cacophony of '90s Harlem [...] a tender and 
sumptuous offering of beauty."—Janet Mock, author of Redefining Realness and 
Surpassing Certainty 

“Hilariously funny and quietly devastating—a compelling narrative about what 
it means to define ourselves and make space for our bodies as women.”—Nicole 
Dennis-Benn, award winning author of Patsy and Here Comes the Sun 

"A touching meditation on youth. Even as she poignantly depicts the turmoil 
in Malaya's life, Sullivan reminds us that there is room to laugh, for the world is 
made up of beautiful, sometimes inappropriate, often hilarious folks! Malaya's sto-
ry will stay with you.”—Chinelo Okparanta, author of Under the Udala Trees
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HUMAN BLUES
A Novel

By Elisa Albert

July 2022 / Avid Reader Press (S&S) / US Editor: Lauren Wein
Final PDF Available

NA

From an author whose writing has been praised as “blistering” (The New Yorker), 
“virtuosic” (The Washington Post), and “brilliant” (The New York Times) comes 
a provocative and entertaining novel about a woman who desperately wants a child 
but struggles to accept the use of assisted reproductive technology—a hilarious and 
ferocious send-up of feminism, fame, art, commerce, and autonomy.

On the eve of her fourth album, singer-songwriter Aviva Rosner is plagued by infer-
tility. The twist: as much as Aviva wants a child, she is wary of technological concep-
tion, and has poured her ambivalence into her music. As the album makes its way 
in the world, the shock of the response from fans and critics is at first exciting—and 
then invasive and strange. Aviva never wanted to be famous, or did she? Meanwhile, 
her evolving obsession with another iconic musician, gone too soon, might just help 
her make sense of things.

Told over the course of nine menstrual cycles, Human Blues is a bold, brainy, darkly 
funny, utterly original interrogation of our cultural obsession with childbearing. It’s 
also the story of one fearless woman at the crossroads, ruthlessly questioning what 
she wants and what she’s willing—or not willing—to do to get it. 

Elisa Albert is the author of After Birth, The Book of Dahlia, the short story col-
lection How This Night Is Different, and the editor of the anthology Freud’s Blind 
Spot. Her fiction and nonfiction have appeared in Tin House, The New York Times, 
Post Road, The Guardian, Gulf Coast, Los Angeles Review of Books, The Believer, The 
Rumpus, Time Magazine, on NPR, and in many anthologies. Albert grew up in 
Los Angeles and received an MFA from Columbia University, where she was a Lini 
Mazumdar Fellow. A recipient of the Moment magazine emerging writer award and 
a finalist for the Sami Rohr Prize, she has received fellowships from The Virginia 
Center for Creative Arts, Djerassi, Vermont Studio Center, The Netherlands Insti-
tute for Advanced Studies in Holland, the HWK in Germany, and the Amsterdam 
Writer’s Residency. 

Praise for Elisa Albert
“Shockingly moving.” —The Boston Globe 
“Compelling.” —The Guardian
“Without a shred of sentimentality.” —People
“Virtuosic.” —The Washington Post
“Blistering.” —The New Yorker
“Obscene.” —The New York Times
“[A] revelation.’’ —Jenny Offill
“Thought-provoking.” —Lydia Davis
“Gutsy.” —Sam Lipsyte
“The real thing.” —Erica Jong
“Bukowski with a vagina and a motherfucker of a hangover.” —Shalom Auslander
“Exhilaratingly honest.” —Karen Russell
“Wildly entertaining.” —Jayne Anne Phillips
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WHEN WE WERE BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL
A Novel

By Jillian Medoff

August 2022 / Harper (HarperCollins) / US Editor: Emily Griffin
Edited MS Available

WE

The acclaimed, bestselling author of This Could Hurt returns with her biggest, 
boldest novel yet—an electrifying, twisty, and deeply emotional family drama, set on 
Manhattan’s glittering Upper East Side, that explores the dark side of love, the limits 
of loyalty, and the high cost of truth.

You can have everything, and still not have enough. 

Cassie Quinn may only be twenty-three, but she knows a few things. One: money 
can’t buy happiness, but it’s certainly better to have it. Two: family matters most. 
Three: her younger brother Billy is not a rapist.

When Billy, a junior at Princeton, is arrested for assaulting his ex-girlfriend, Cassie 
races home to Manhattan to join forces with her big brother Nate and their parents, 
Lawrence and Eleanor. The Quinns scramble to hire the best legal minds money 
can buy, but Billy fits the all-too-familiar sex-offender profile—white, athletic, and 
privileged—that makes headlines and sways juries. Meanwhile, Cassie struggles to 
understand why Billy’s ex Diana would go this far, even if the breakup was painful. 
And she knows how the end of first love can destroy someone: Her own years-long 
affair with a powerful, charismatic man left her shattered, and she’s only recently 
regained her footing. As reporters converge outside their Upper East Side landmark 
building, the Quinns gird themselves for a media-saturated trial, and Cassie vows 
she’ll do whatever it takes to save Billy. But what if that means exposing her own 
darkest secrets to the world?

Lightning-paced and psychologically astute as it rockets toward an explosive ending, 
When We Were Bright and Beautiful is a dazzling novel that asks: who will pay the 
price when the truth is revealed? 

Jillian Medoff is the author of the bestseller I Couldn't Love You More, as well as the 
novels Good Girls Gone Bad and Hunger Point. A former fellow at MacDowell, Blue 
Mountain Center, VCCA, and Fundación Valparaiso, she has an MFA from NYU. 

"This transfixing slow burn of a novel kept me up hours past my bedtime, be-
witched by Medoff's ingenious storytelling, gorgeous prose, and complicated, 
fascinating characters. I loved it." —Joanna Rakoff, author of My Salinger Year 
and A Fortunate Age 

“Jillian Medoff’s gripping exploration of wealth, consent, and complicity tells the 
story of a loving family’s unraveling with the propulsive pace of the best thrillers. A 
masterful achievement.”  —Aimee Molloy, New York Times bestselling author of 
The Perfect Mother and Goodnight Beautiful 

“An an intricately crafted page turner with characters so flawed and fascinating, 
there's absolutely no looking away from them. Smart, challenging, and deeply un-
settling [...] will test your assumptions about guilt and innocence, and subvert your 
expectations until the very end.”—Jung Yun, author of Shelter and O Beautiful
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THE BRUISING OF QILWA
A Novella

By Naseem Jamnia

August 2022 / Tachyon Publications / US Editor: Jacob Weisman
Edited MS Available Fall 2021

WE

Firuz-e Jafari needs a job. After fleeing their home country along with their mother 
and younger brother to escape the genocide of their people, Firuz’s family has found 
refuge in the Free Democratic City-State of Qiliwa. With money, food, and space 
scarce—and with the majority of Qilwans prejudiced against the refugees—Firuz is 
determined to secure a position and earn enough to ensure their family’s comfort and 
peace of mind. Their best hope is convincing the Healer Kofi, the last independent 
medical practitioner in the city and the only one willing to treat refugees, to take 
them on as a medical apprentice.
 
Just as Firuz is settling into the bustle that is Kofi’s clinic, patients begin turning up 
with bizarre symptoms: extensive bruising that is oddly resistant to treatment and 
unexplainable weariness. As more and more people fall ill, the Qilwans cast suspi-
cions on the refugees, convinced that they’re carriers of the disease. Desperate to 
exonerate their people and find a cure for their patients, Firuz risks revealing their 
dangerous secret—they have blood magic, a misunderstood and reviled power that 
allows the wielder to manipulate bodies. While blood magic is the best way to study 
patients and diagnose the disease, if Firuz is discovered they could ignite a new wave 
of persecution and violence against their family and their people.
 
The Bruising of Qilwa follows Firuz’s first year in their new home, exploring the 
tension between their fierce sense of self-preservation that resulted from the trauma 
of the genocide, and their undeniable drive to help and heal that is endemic of all 
medical professionals. A vivid fantasy that echoes with a striking, timely message, 
The Bruising of Qilwa will appeal to fans of JY Yang’s The Black Tides of Heaven, and 
R.F. Kuang’s The Poppy War, and welcome readers into an exciting new world they’ll 
long to revisit.

Naseem Jamnia is a 2019 Lambda Literary Emerging Writers Retreat Fellows. Their 
nonfiction has appeared in The Rumpus, The Washington Post, Cosmopolitan and oth-
er sites. A native Chicagoan and child to Iranian immigrants, Naseem lives in Reno, 
Nevada, where they’re getting their MFA in Fiction and study under acclaimed 
author David Anthony Durham.

"I loved this gorgeous book about blood magic, chosen family and refugees in a 
hostile city. Naseem Jamnia has created a rich, complex world in a very short space, 
and I am so into it. I've read a lot of books lately about empires and rulers and 
warfare, and it's so refreshing to read a book that's about healers. People in this 
book are trans, non-binary, asexual and aromantic, and it's never a big deal but 
does matter to their characters, which I just adore. Jamnia deftly reveals a subtle 
but potent theme: when marginalized people are scared to use their power, because 
they're afraid others will hate them for it, bad things result. The Bruising of Qilwa 
left me wanting way more of this world and its magical systems." — Charlie Jane 
Anders, award-winning author of The City in the Middle of the Night and All 
the Birds in the Sky
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THE LOST KINGS
A Novel

By Tyrell Johnson

August 2022 / Anchor Books  (PRH) / US Editor: Caitlin Landuyt
Edited MS Available

NA

A riveting psychological thriller with a killer twist about a woman forced to confront 
the darkest moment in her childhood in order to move on from her past and open her 
heart to love.

Jeanie King is twelve years old when, in the middle of the night, her father comes 
home covered in blood. The next day, when he disappears, she isn’t surprised—he’d 
always been an absent father. However, when she realizes that he’s taken her beloved 
twin brother, Jamie, with him, her world is turned upside down. With no family left 
in rural Washington, Jeanie is ripped from the life she knows and from her child-
hood sweetheart, a boy named Maddox.
 
Twenty years later, Jeanie, now in England, keeps her demons at bay by drinking 
too much, sleeping with a married man, and speaking to a therapist she doesn’t re-
spect. But her past catches up to her when Maddox shows up out of the blue to tell 
her he’s found her father after all these years. Despite having mixed feelings about 
confronting her father and seeing Maddox again, she agrees to fly back to the states 
with him. She’s desperate to find out what really happened that night, where her 
brother is, and why she was the one left behind.
 
At once a heart-pounding mystery and an affecting exploration of love and the fa-
milial ties that bind us, The Lost Kings is a propulsive read that will transport, move, 
and shock you. 

Tyrell Johnson is a father, writer, and editor. His postapocalyptic novel The Wolves 
of Winter was an Indie Next pick and garnered praise from Entertainment Weekly, 
PopSugar, Vogue, and many others.
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LUNGFISH
A Novel

By Meghan Gilliss

September 2022 / Catapult / US Editor: Kendall Storey
Edited MS Available

WE

"Lungfish is a force of nature—a deeply felt marvel of a book that navigates grief, 
parenthood, and the mysteries of family with unrelenting power and precision. Here 
is a story about the islands we build and carry with us. Here is storytelling at its 
best." —Paul Yoon, author of Snow Hunters and Run Me to Earth

Tuck is slow to understand the circumstances that have driven her family to an 
uninhabited island off the coast of Maine, the former home of her deceased grand-
mother where she once spent her childhood summers. Squatting there now, she 
must care for her spirited young daughter and scrape together enough money to 
leave before winter arrives—or before they are found out.
 
Relying on the island for sustenance and answers—bladderwrack, rosehips, tena-
cious little green crabs; smells held by the damp walls of the house, field guides and 
religious texts, a failed invention left behind by her missing father—Tuck lives mo-
ment-by-moment through the absurdity, beauty, paranoia, and hunger that shoots 
through her life, as her husband struggles to detox.
 
Exquisitely written and formally daring, Lungfish tells the story of a woman grap-
pling through the lies she has been told—and those she has told herself—to arrive at 
the truth of who she is and where she must go. Meghan Gilliss’s debut is a brilliant 
and heartbreaking novel about addiction, doubt, marriage, motherhood, and learn-
ing to see in the dark. 

Meghan Gilliss attended the Bennington Writing Seminars and is a fellow of the 
Hewnoaks Artist Residency. She has worked as a journalist, a bookseller, a librarian, 
and a hospital worker, and lives in Portland, Maine. Lungfish is her first novel. 

“Lungfish offers up journeys physical and psychic, so it’s fitting that it takes place 
on an island, which is a transitional place.  It’s about families, past and present, and 
the lifelines they provide, along with their often tangled confusions.  The revelations 
about the natural world are wonderful, and give a sense of what endures.”
—Ann Beattie  
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AMONG WOLVES
A Novel

By Erica Blaque

September 2022 / Polis Books / US Editor: Jason Pinter
Edited MS Available

WE

My husband is a self-important asshole but he isn’t a murderer.

At least that’s what Sophia Claire believes when faced with a visit from detectives 
Adella Cruz and Trent Valletta. She has been enjoying what appears to be a story-
book life with her fairytale husband, Robert Claire, in Deep River, Washington. 
Robert is the wealthy, intelligent and attractive CEO of massive pharmaceutical 
research company ANEXA. But the detectives tell her that they are investigating 
a string of murders of young women who all have at least one thing in common – 
they were all Rob’s lovers. 

Faced with these accusations Sophia is forced to question the realities of her mar-
riage, and the nature of their love for each other. When does love die, exactly? She 
still believes Rob loves her; he loves her body, her grace, and her ability to fit the 
lifestyle of a prominent CEO. But she also knows he has cheated. With a marriage 
on the brink of collapse how does one find their partner again? 

As the detectives track clues that could lead to an arrest, Sophia begins to question 
her own commitments, the motivations of those around her and her sanity. Reach-
ing her breaking point, she hunts for answers about her husband’s affairs and instead 
finds herself  drawn to the sexual extremes of her husband’s secret life, all while 
uncovering dark surprises of her own. 

Erica Blaque was born in Seattle, Washington where she spent her childhood taking 
dance and theater classes, swimming, or fearlessly forging new paths in the woods 
behind her parents’ home. Greatly influenced by high-profile true crime and dark 
romance, Erica’s novelistic style features sharp and sinister themes. She finds inspi-
ration in the clandestine and the fearlessly authentic, as well as the humor in life’s 
strangeness. If she isn’t writing or spending time with her favorite humans, you’ll 
find her at home reading, meditating, or binge-watching her latest Netflix obsession.
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BOOK OF KNIVES
A Novel

By Lise Haines

October 2022 / Sourcebooks / US Editor: Anna Michels
Edited MS Available

WE

There are thirteen knives. One by one they begin to disappear.

Nora didn't expect Hidden Lake Camp to be in a state of ruin. Dock full of rotten 
boards, smashed windows, cabins falling apart. To her new husband, Paul, the camp 
is the past he'd just as soon bury. Nora agreed to drive north with him to get his el-
derly parents settled while he makes enough repairs to sell the property. Only a few 
months, Paul said. The summer camp, however, and its deep lake have other plans.

After Nora's first meal with his difficult family, one knife—part of a prized collec-
tion—goes missing. By the time the fourth and fifth vanish from behind locked 
doors and out from under watchful eyes, Nora can barely sleep. There's talk of 
ghosts, secret rooms and someone at the summer camp found dead in the tall grass.

Unsettling, gripping, and totally original, Book of Knives is a literary thriller that 
shows how one person's unraveling can bring the whole house down. 

Lise Haines is the author of the novels Girl in the Arena, a South Carolina Book 
Award Nominee; Small Acts of Sex and Electricity, a Book Sense Pick in 2006 and 
one of ten “Best Book Picks for 2006” by the NPR station, San Diego; and, In My 
Sister’s Country, a finalist for the 2003 Paterson Fiction Prize, which The Boston 
Globe called “an authoritative fictional debut.” 

"Lise Haines, in Book of Knives, as in all her work, is an astute psychologist, a cool, 
unsentimental investigator of humans, who often locates the hard truths. In a time 
of circumspection, her bracing recognition of a more complex human consciousness 
hits the spot. I admire her work and her sensibility."—Rick Moody, author of Ice 
Storm and Hotels of North America

"Book of Knives is a beautifully written, richly compelling, Jamesian novel of creep-
ing claustrophobia and menace. Haines spins a web so intricate, and so well con-
structed, that you're unaware of its strands until you are completely enmeshed in 
it."—Craig Russell, author of Hyde and The Devil Aspect

"In Book of Knives, Lise Haines has created a believable world of terror where 
nothing is what it seems. Seen through the perceptive eyes of complex characters, 
a series of vivid scenes unfolds. One finds all one's worst fears echoed here in an 
increasingly suspenseful and surprising crescendo of events. Wonderfully done." 
—Sheila Kohler, author of the literary thriller Open Secrets, one of Vogue's 
best books of 2020

"Lise Haines' Book of Knives is an utterly absorbing, extremely suspenseful, and 
elegantly written literary ghost story. I was intrigued, and scared, and ultimately 
deeply moved by this compelling novel about family and the love that transcends 
death."—Jessica Treadway, author of Infinite Dimensions
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NONE OF THIS WOULD HAVE 
HAPPENED IF PRINCE WERE ALIVE 
A Novel By Carolyn Prusa

November 2022 / Atria (S&S) / US Editor: Trish Todd
Final PDF Available

NA

Perfect for fans of Maria Semple and Jennifer Weiner, this smart and witty debut 
novel follows Ramona through the forty-eight hours after her life has been upended 
by the discovery of her husband’s affair and an approaching Category Four hurri-
cane.

Ramona’s got a bratty boss, a toddler teetering through toilet training, a critical 
mom who doesn’t mind sharing, and oops—a cheating husband. That’s how a Cat-
egory Four hurricane bearing down on her life in Savannah becomes just another 
item on her to-do list. In the next forty-eight hours she’ll add a neighborhood child 
and the class guinea pig named Clarence Thomas to her entourage as she struggles 
to evacuate town.

Ignoring the persistent glow of her minivan’s check engine light, Ramona navigates 
police check points, bathroom emergencies, demands from her boss, and torrential 
downpours while fielding calls and apology texts from her cheating husband and 
longing for the days when her life was like a Prince song, full of sexy creativity and 
joy.

Thoroughly entertaining and completely relatable, None of This Would Have Hap-
pened if Prince Were Alive is the hilarious, heartwarming story of a woman up to her 
elbows in calamities and about to drive off the brink of the rest of her life. 

Carolyn Prusa has written for Savannah Magazine, The Charlotte Observer, and 
other publications. She lives in Savannah with her husband, two sons, and giant 
rescue dog, Dale, who looks like a Wookie and sings like an angel. Find out more 
on Twitter @CarolynPrusa. 

“Fans of Amy Poehler and Maria Semple, rejoice! Carolyn Prusa has written an ab-
solute hit. Wry, charming, and all too real, this is a laugh-out-loud gem of a novel.” 
—Beck Dorey-Stein, New York Times bestselling author of From the Corner of 
the Oval

“A keenly observant, fast-paced comedy that illustrates just how tough it can be 
– as Prince would say – ‘to get through this thing called life.’ Finding humor in 
heartbreak, Prusa presents a strong-willed heroine who copes with one indignity 
after another, from the acutely embarrassing to the brutally life-changing, all while 
dodging in and out of the path of an oncoming hurricane.” —Amy Poeppel, 
author of Musical Chairs

AEVITAS 20



WE ALL WANT IMPOSSIBLE THINGS
A Novel

By Catherine Newman

November 2022 / Harper (HarperCollins) / US Editor: Sara Nelson
Edited MS Available Summer 2022

NA

\For lovers of Meg Wolitzer, Maria Semple, and Jenny Offill comes this raucous, 
poignant celebration of life, love, and friendship at its imperfect and radiant best. 

Edith and Ashley have been best friends for over forty-two years. They’ve shared 
the mundane and the momentous together: trick or treating and binge drinking; 
Gilligan’s Island reruns and REM concerts; hickeys and heartbreak; surprise Scottish 
wakes; marriages, infertility, and children. As Ash says, “Edi’s memory is like the 
back-up hard drive for mine.” But now the unthinkable has happened. Edi is dying 
of ovarian cancer and spending her last days at a hospice near Ash, who stumbles 
into heartbreak surrounded by her daughters, ex(ish) husband, dear friends, a poorly 
chosen lover (or two), and a rotating cast of beautifully, fleetingly human hospice 
characters.

As The Fiddler on the Roof soundtrack blasts all day long from the room next door, 
Edi and Ash reminisce, hold on, and try to let go. Meanwhile, Ash struggles with 
being an imperfect friend, wife, and parent—with life, in other words, distilled to 
its heartbreaking, joyful, and comedic essence.

For anyone who’s ever lost a friend or had one. Get ready to laugh through your 
tears. 

Catherine Newman the author of Waiting for Birdy (Penguin) and Field Guide to 
Catastrophic Happiness (Little, Brown). Her work has been published in numerous 
publications, including The New York Times, Real Simple, O Magazine, and Whole 
Living.

“The funniest, most joyful book about dying—and living—that I have ever read.”
—KJ Dell'Antonia, author of the New York Times bestselling The Chicken 
Sisters

“We All Want Impossible Things is a riotously funny and fiercely loyal love letter to 
female friendship. The story of Edi and Ash proves that a best friend is a gift from 
the gods. Newman turns her prodigious talents toward finding joy even in the 
friendship’s final days. I laughed while crying, and was left revived. Newman is a 
comic masterhand and a dazzling philosopher of the day-to-day.”—Amity Gaige, 
author of Sea Wife

“Catherine Newman sees the heartbreak and comedy of life with wisdom and 
unflinching compassion. The way she finds the extraordinary in the everyday is 
nothing short of poetry. She’s a writer’s writer—and a human’s human.”—New 
York Times bestselling author Katherine Center

AEVITAS 21

Rights Sold: 
           French (Robert Laffont)    
           German (Piper)

UK/Comm (Transworld) 



FLIGHT
A Novel

By Lynn Steger Strong

November 2022 / Custom House / US Editor: Katherine Nintzel
Edited MS Available

NA

The new novel from the critically acclaimed author of Want, told through the shift-
ing voices of a family gathering for Christmas in upstate New York after the death 
of their beloved matriarch, at odds over the settling of her estate—a novel about art, 
grief, shame, ambition, joy, and the American safety net. 

It’s December twenty-second and siblings Henry, Kate, and Martin have converged 
with their spouses on Henry’s house in upstate New York. This is the first Christmas 
the siblings are without their mother, the first not at their mother’s Florida house. 
Over the course of the next three days, old resentments and instabilities arise as the 
siblings, with a gaggle of children afoot, attempt to perform familiar rituals, while 
also trying to decide what to do with their mother’s house, their sole inheritance. As 
tensions rise, the whole group is forced to come together unexpectedly when a local 
mother and daughter need help. 

With the urgency and artfulness that cemented her previous novel Want as “a 
defining novel of our age” (Vulture), Strong once again turns her attention to the 
structural and systemic failings that are haunting Americans, but also to the ways in 
which family, friends, and strangers can support each other through the gaps. Flight 
is a novel of family, ambition, precarity, art, and desire, one that forms a powerful 
next step from a brilliant chronicler of our time. 

Lynn Steger Strong is the author of the novels Hold Still and Want, which has been 
named a best book of 2020 by Kirkus, Time, NPR, and The New Yorker. Her work 
has appeared in The New York Times, Time, The Guardian, Harper’s Bazaar, Los An-
geles Times, The Paris Review, Bomb, Guernica, Literary Hub, Catapult, Elle.com, The 
Cut, New York Magazine, LARB, The Millions, and elsewhere. She teaches writing at 
Columbia and Catapult. 

“Flight probes deeply into grief and its aftershocks, what binds us to one another, 
the meaning of art itself. It's a book whose fleet movements belie its ambition. 
Suspenseful, dazzling and moving.”—Rumaan Alam

“Lynn Steger Strong is a master of family life, a wise chronicler of economic 
struggles real and imagined, of dreams versus responsibilities, and of nuances in 
relationships of all kinds. Flight examines the possibility and pain of fierce love and 
hope in our time of looming existential threats.”—Lily King 

"With razor-sharp pacing and luminous prose, Lynn Steger Strong aims her keen 
eye on the complexities of siblings, marriage, motherhood and grief."— Cynthia 
D'Aprix-Sweeney 

“A gorgeous novel, both intimate and expansive." —J. Courtney Sullivan
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THE LIGHT PIRATE
A Novel

By Lily Brooks-Dalton

December 2022 / Grand Central / US Editor: Karen Kosztolnyik
Full MS Available

NA

FROM THE AUTHOR OF GOOD, MORNING MIDNIGHT, 
ADAPTED FOR THE SCREEN BY NETFLIX, STARRING & 

DIRECTED BY GEORGE CLOONEY

As The Light Pirate opens, devastating weather patterns and flooding have driven an 
untold number of residents out of what had once been the vital and well-populated 
state of Florida.  As another powerful hurricane approaches, Kirby Lowe and his 
two sons from his first marriage, Flip, age seven, and Lucas, twelve, remain behind 
preparing for the worst. The boys are living with their father and his new wife, Fri-
da, who joined her husband in the States after her Puerto Rican home was destroyed 
by a prior storm. Frida is due to give birth to the couple’s first child any day. Kirby’s 
job as an electrical line-worker becomes a coveted resource as the government down-
sizes and electricity. But as the storm closes in, Flip and Lucas go missing and Kirby 
heads out into the high winds in search of his children. Left behind, Frida goes into 
labor, giving birth to a daughter, Wanda, named after the storm that coincided with 
her arrival. 

Told in four parts: power, water, light, time, The Light Pirate traces Wanda’s deeply 
moving, remarkable journey as she navigates the vicissitudes of adolescence and 
adulthood, steadfast love and loss and the uncertainties, brutality and unexpected 
beauty of a rapidly changing natural world whose rhythms are deftly mirrored in 
the book’s unique structure.  Written in Lily Brooks-Dalton’s luminous prose, The 
Light Pirate is a sweeping, singular narrative laced with magic realism and lit by the 
enduring power of hope, as well as a larger meditation on our turbulent relationship 
with the environment, with one another and with ourselves. 

Lily Brooks-Dalton is a critically acclaimed author of fiction and memoir. Her first 
novel, Good Morning, Midnight was described by The Washington Post as “a beauti-
fully written, sparse post-apocalyptic novel that explores memory, loss and identity 
. . . Fans of Emily St. John Mandel’s Station Eleven and Kim Stanley Robinson’s 
Aurora will appreciate the Brooks-Dalton’s exquisite exploration of relationships in 
extreme environments.” Her memoir, Motorcycles I’ve Loved, was shortlisted for the 
Oregon Book Awards She earned her MFA from Portland State University.

Previous Publishers of GOOD MORNING, MIDNIGHT:

Praise for GOOD MORNING, MIDNIGHT: 

“A remarkable and gifted debut. Lily Brooks-Dalton is an uncanny chronicler of 
desolate spaces, whether it’s the cold expanse of the universe or the deepest recesses 
of the human heart.”—Colson Whitehead 

“Brooks-Dalton’s prose lights up the page in great swathes, her dialogue sharp and 
insightful, and the high-concept plot drives a story of place, elusive love, and the 
inexorable yearning for human contact [...] Memorable characters explore complex 
questions that resonate with the urgency of a glimpse into the void.”
—Publishers Weekly
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OBSERVER
A Novel

By Robert Lanza and Nancy Kress

January 2023 / The Story Plant / US Editor: Lou Aronica
Edited MS Available Fall 2022

NA

If we can alter the structure of reality, should we?  

Dr. Caroline Soames-Watkins’s star has been on the rise. But when she accuses a su-
perior of sexual misconduct, the Twitterstorm that follows upends her career. With 
an impoverished sister with a disabled child to support, Caro is willing to consider a 
mysterious proposal from her great-uncle, the Nobel Prize-winning scientist Sam-
uel Watkins. Sam has invested untold sums of money to build a medical facility in 
the Caribbean. But he is sick and in urgent need of a surgeon to perform a unique 
procedure—but not for the cancer surely killing him. It is to offer new life of a truer 
kind. Helped in his mission by an eminent physicist and ayoung, charismatic tech 
entrepreneur, Sam has gone far beyond curing the body to develop a technology 
that could solve the riddle of mortality for the soul.Though wary of the project’s 
secret aims, Caro signs on for the chance to secure a future for her sister and herself. 
What she encounters is something so much more profound than she ever could 
have anticipated. It will put her on the precipice of a humanity-altering discovery. 
It will lead her to a level of interpersonal connection that she thought was only for 
others. And it will throw her into a kind of danger she never imagined. Joining a 
fascinating and relatable cast of characters with a mind-expanding journey to the 
very edges of science, Observer will thrill you, inspire you, and lead you to think 
about life and the power of the imagination in startling new ways.

Robert Lanza, MD is head of Astellas Global Regenerative Medicine, Chief Scien-
tific Officer of the Astellas Institute for Regenerative Medicine, and adjunct profes-
sor at Wake Forest University School of Medicine. 
Nancy Kress is the bestselling author of more than thirty science-fiction and fantasy 
novels and novellas, and a six-time Nebula Award winner.

“This brilliant book will take you deep into quantum physics, where these often 
complex concepts are illuminated through a riveting and moving story." —Rhonda 
Byrne, #1 New York Times bestselling author of The Secret 

“Nancy Kress is one of the greatest living science fiction writers, and her particular 
talent for telling stories is perfectly suited to the ideas that have come to Robert 
Lanza in the course of his groundbreaking scientific research.”  
—Kim Stanley Robinson, New York Times bestselling author 

"Nancy Kress is a master storyteller [...] even as we venture into the heady territory 
of quantum physics we never lose track of Caro, the brilliant surgeon who’ll do 
anything to save the people she loves. Observer is the best of science and fiction—
an intellectual adventure with real heart." —Daryl Gregory, award-winning 
author of Spoonbenders 

"Observer is an impressive story! . . . Lanza and Kress give us characters with 
science and spirit.” —David Brin, New York Times bestselling author of The 
Postman
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ANYWHERE YOU RUN
A Novel

By Wanda M. Morris

October 2022 / William Morrow (HarperCollins) / US Editor: Asante Simmons
Edited MS Available Summer 2022

NA

From the acclaimed author of All Her Little Secrets comes yet another gripping, 
suspenseful novel where, after the murder of a white man in Jim Crow Mississippi, 
two Black sisters run away to different parts of the country . . . but can they escape 
the secrets they left behind?

It’s 1964 and Violet Richards is in more trouble than she’s ever been in her life. 
It was an act of self-defense against her white rapist, Huxley Broadus. But with 
the color of Violet’s skin, there is no way she can escape Jim Crow justice, not 
in Jackson, Mississippi. Before anyone can find Huxley’s body or finger Violet as 
the killer, she decides to run. With the help of her white beau, Dewey Leonard, a 
lovesick boy intent on marrying her up North, they make it to Birmingham before 
she sneaks away and catches a Greyhound bus bound for Washington, D.C. But 
desperation has her winding up in the small rural town of Chillicothe, Georgia.

Back in Jackson, Marigold, Violet’s older sister, has dreams of attending law school. 
But she is in a different kind of trouble: she’s pregnant and unmarried. Working 
for the Mississippi Summer Project, Marigold has been trying to use her smarts to 
further the cause of the Black vote. But after the Project’s lawyer—and her baby’s 
father—abandons her and news of Huxley’s murder brings the police to her door, 
Marigold sees no choice but to marry another man and leave Jackson behind. After 
a quick marriage, they move to Ohio seeking the promise of a better life and no 
more segregation.

Two sisters on the run—one from the law, the other from social shame. What they 
don’t realize is that there’s a man hot on their trail. This man has his own brand 
of dark secrets and a disturbing motive for finding the sisters that is unknown to 
everyone but him . . . 

Wanda M. Morris is an alumna of the Yale Writers’ Workshop and Robert McK-
ee’s Story Seminar. She is a member of Sisters in Crime and Mystery Writers of 
America. All Her Little Secrets is her debut novel.

A HISTORY OF BURNING
A Novel

By Janika Oza

Spring 2023 / Grand Central (Hachette) / US Editor: Seema Mahanian
Edited MS Available Fall 2022

Descended from the novelistic tradition of Min Jin Lee’s Pachinko, Yaa Gyasi’s 
Homegoing, and Jhumpa Lahiri’s The Namesake, comes a story of an Indo-Ugan-
dan family reaching across several continents and twists of fate over almost a 
century. 

“[Oza’s] writing reminds people that vulnerability and openness are the only ways 
we can save each other. A HISTORY OF BURNING is the art we need now.” 
–Megan Giddings, author of Lakewood

At the turn of the twentieth century, a teenage boy looking for work named 
Pirbhai is tricked into indentured servitude. Years later, far from family and his 
body bent from work, Pirbhai burns down a small Kenyan village at the order of 
his railroad superiors—an act that will reverberate across multiple generations—
and his hope of finding family and belonging grow dim. But eventually Pirbhai is 
taken in by a shopkeeping family in Kenya and they arrange a marriage with their 
oldest daughter, Sonal. As their family grows and plants seeds in Kampala, the 
tides of empire shift beneath their feet. As Uganda moves towards Independence 
and military dictatorship, Pirbhai’s granddaughters must navigate their own legacy. 
The eldest daughter Latika and her husband Arun become political activists in the 
national resistance, fighting for a different kind of freedom that both puts their 
family at risk and never arrives. In 1972, when Amin’s violent regime orders South 
Asian-descended Ugandans out, the family has no choice but to flee, and in the 
chaos, they leave something devastating and unexpected behind. Inspired by Oza’s 
family’s own exile and resettlement from Uganda, A History of Burning tells a story 
a family caught between their complicity in colonial rule and their resistance to 
the violence of empire. With her sparkling debut, Oza traces the lives, loves, and 
secrets of four generations as they desperately search for a sense of home, and she 
establishes herself as a major new voice in fiction.
 
Janika Oza is the winner of the 2020 Kenyon Review Short Fiction Award.

NA

Rights Sold: 
       Canada (M&S) UK/Comm (Chatto & Windus)
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THE MYTHMAKERS
A Novel

By Keziah Weir

Spring 2023 / Simon & Schuster / US Editor: Marysue Rucci
Edited MS Available Fall 2022

NA

A nesting doll of a book that grapples with perspective and memory, and the battles 
between creative ambition and love. 

The Mythmakers begins in a Brooklyn apartment. Sal, a former magazine staffer and 
now somewhat aimless freelancer, opens the latest issue of The Paris Review to read 
a story by a much older writer, Martin Keller, who made a great impression on her 
years ago at one of her first literary parties. Much to her shock, the story is about…
her, and the moment they shared together. The details are there, it is undeniable, 
and supposedly this story is part of a yet-unpublished novel. Sal, who has been 
trying and failing to balance the demands of art and life, and who feels increasingly 
desperate as her twenties come to a close without her having accomplished any-
thing she deems worth notice, is consumed with a hunger to read the rest of the 
story. Her story. But when Sal attempts to learn more, she discovers that Martin 
has died, and this story was published posthumously. 
 
Amid her own life and relationships going increasingly sideways, Sal impulsively 
decides to find Martin’s widow and try to get the unpublished manuscript. Seeing 
more of how Martin thought of her, how she influenced an undeniably great writer 
who noticed and valued the real her, the writer in hiding—surely his book would 
show Sal the path forward, the right door to open at this painful, confusing, and 
dangerous juncture in her life? But then Sal meets Moira, who turns out to be 
much more than Sal bargained for. For Moira, Sal discovers, is certain SHE is the 
main character in Martin’s story. Who does the truth belong to? 
 
The Mythmakers lives somewhere in the universe of Laurie Colwin, Trust Exercise by 
Susan Choi, Writers and Lovers by Lily King, and Fates and Furies by Lauren Groff. 
 
Keziah Weir is a senior editor at Vanity Fair.

Rights Sold: 
 Canada (McClelland and Stuart)

I KEEP MY EXOSKELETONS TO MYSELF
A Novel

By Marisa Crane

Spring 2023 / Catapult / US Editor: Alicia Kroell 
Edited MS Available Spring 2022

Jenny Offill’s Dept. of Speculation meets Black Mirror, Exoskeletons is set in an 
alternate reality where rulebreakers are marked with extra shadows, and one queer 
woman grapples with grief, new parenthood, and a corrupt surveillance state. 

A bold debut whose thought-provoking speculative premise invites the reader to 
confront urgent questions about justice, grief, love, and survival. In a United States 
not so unlike our own, the Department of Balance has adopted a radical new 
form of law enforcement: rather than facing incarceration, wrongdoers are given a 
second (and sometimes third, fourth...) shadow—as a reminder of their crime and 
a warning to those they encounter. Corruption and prejudice run rampant, giving 
rise to an underclass of so-called Shadesters: disenfranchised, publicly shamed, and 
deprived of civil rights protections. Kris is a Shadester, a new widow and mother 
to a baby born with a second shadow of her own. Wracked with grief at the loss 
of her wife and thoroughly unprepared for the reality of raising a child alone, Kris 
teeters on the edge of collapse, fumbling through her first months of motherhood 
in a daze of alcohol, shame, and self-loathing. Yet as the kid grows, Kris finds her 
footing, raising a child whose irrepressible spark cannot be dampened by the harsh 
realities of an unjust, violent world. She can’t forget her wife, but with time, she 
can make a new life for herself and the kid, supported by a community of fellow 
misfits who defy the Department to lift one another up in solidarity and hope. 
 
In vignettes that trace the first ten years of the kid’s life, Exoskeletons examines the 
long shadow of grief, the hard work of parenting, and the power of queer resis-
tance. With a first-person register reminiscent of the fierce self-disclosure of Sheila 
Heti, and lyric impulse of Maggie Nelson, Exoskeletons marks the debut of a bold 
new voice in fiction that will resonate with readers of Sarah Rose Etter’s The Book 
of X, Alejandro Zambra’s Multiple Choice, Ling Ma’s Severance, and the work of 
Carmen Maria Machado. 

Marisa Crane is a queer, nonbinary writer whose fiction, nonfiction, and poetry 
has appeared in Literary Hub, Catapult, TriQuarterly Review, The Rumpus, and 
elsewhere. 

NA
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THE LOST VAN GOGH
A Novel

By Jonathan Santlofer

Spring 2023 / Sourcebooks / US Editor: Shana Drehs
Edited MS Available Fall 2022

WE

A sequel to The Last Mona Lisa—The Lost Van Gogh is another historical art 
crime blended with fiction from award winning author Jonathan Santlofer. 

The Lost Van Gogh features Luke Perrone, Alexis Verde, and former INTERPOL 
investigator turned private eye, John Washington Smith who are searching for 
what may be one of Van Gogh’s last paintings, a self-portrait, an historic though 
never verified painting that would answer questions art historians, scholars, and 
museum curators have been asking for over a hundred years. But is the painting 
real or a forgery made by Berlin born John Decker, a man who was tried and 
convicted of art forgery, who spent two years for the crime on the Isle of Man, only 
to recreate himself as a British born Hollywood portrait painter? Luke Perrone and 
John Decker, the novel’s central characters, are on the hunt for the same painting 
and the story moves back and forth between the present day, the 1940’s, and Van 
Gogh’s final days in 1889-1890. The search takes the protagonists to European 
capitals, to the highest levels and darkest corridors of the art world where collec-
tors, dealers and thieves will stop at nothing to get what they want. 
 
As in The Last Mona Lisa, The Lost Van Gogh mixes true crime and fiction. It forges 
connections between the mystery surrounding Van Gogh’s death and his final 
paintings; the life of John Decker – artist, forger, and friend to many a Hollywood 
celebrity including Errol Flynn, Charlie Chaplin, and Greta Garbo – whose life 
was cloaked in glamor and riddled with lies; and Georgette Bauerdof an heiress 
and aspiring actress who was murdered in October 1944 – a case which remains 
unsolved today. In this tale of lies, deception and murder, the unsolved crimes of 
the past not only inform the crimes in the present, but ultimately solve them. 

Jonathan Santlofer is an artist and award-winning writer.

THE GOD OF ENDINGS
A Novel

By Jacqueline Holland

Spring 2023 / Flatiron Books (Macmillan) / US Editor: Megan Lynch
Edited MS Available Spring 2022

How do we love other people when we know we will lose them? How do we nav-
igate a world that is delicate and brutal, beautiful and tragic? How do we keep 
our hearts open while acknowledging the savagery within the natural world—and 
within ourselves? 

Collette LeSange is an artist who heads an elite fine arts school for children situ-
ated on the estate she inherited in upstate New York. Collette’s youthful beauty 
masks the dark truth of her life: she has endured centuries of turmoil and heart-
ache in the wake of her grandfather’s long-ago decision to make her immortal like 
himself. Now in 1984, Collette has constructed a relatively safe, if lonely, existence 
where she can practice and teach art to her cherished students, even as she longs 
for human bonds that will not perish and fights her true nature—one that requires 
blood to survive. When Leo Hardman, a preternaturally gifted child, is admitted 
to the school, the delicate equilibrium of Collette’s life is upended as she con-
nects with the vulnerable boy and is drawn into the Hardman family’s disturbing 
world at home. Unwelcome visitations from Collette’s prior life converge with her 
growing appetite for blood and strange compulsion to venture into the woods at 
night. The gripping narrative cuts through time from the beloved father she lost 
as a young girl in tuberculosis-plagued 1840’s New England to the mystical forest 
dwelling of her adoptive family in 19th century Eastern Europe; from the peaceful 
1930’s French mountainside village on the brink of WWII where she settles after 
losing her love, Paul; to mid-twentieth century Egypt where she befriends a radiant 
orphan, Halla. As the novel winds toward its stunning conclusion, Collette is 
forced to make a choice between courage and fear, between life and death.mUlti-
mately, The God of Endings reveals how shielding ourselves from the pain of loss is 
its own certain death—and how only through love, with all its attendant pain and 
risk, do we have the chance to live forever.

Jacqueline Holland’s short fiction has been published in Hotel Amerika, Flash 
Fiction Magazine, and Big Fiction Magazine. 

NA

Rights Sold: 
 Russian (Arkadia Publishing) Spanish (Umbriel / Urano)

                 Previous Publishers for   
                        Bulgarian (Kyrg)
                                    Czech (Jota Nakladatelstvi)
                                    Dutch (De Fontein)

THE LAST MONA LISA 
Italian (Newton Compton)
Serbian (Vulkan)
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BLACK WALNUT
A Novel

By Samuel W. Gailey

Spring 2023 / TouchPoint Press / US Editor: Sheri Williams
Edited MS Available Fall 2022

WE

Samuel Gailey’s new novel, Black Walnut is a beautifully written suspense novel set 
in a small Pennsylvania town, the type of forgotten town Samuel grew up in before 
leaving for L.A.. The novel opens with the discovery of a body outside a small 
church, but then loops back into the preceding winter, taking us into the lives 
of Black Walnut’s townspeople, exploring the compromises they have made, the 
secrets they have concealed, and the passions they have buried. 
 
We meet Cap, the lonely pastor of Black Walnut’s church, whose life has been 
marked by his affair with Maggie, a married woman; Maggie, and her husband, 
Wade, trapped in an unsatisfying marriage and each harboring secrets of their own; 
Butch, their son, alarmed by the prospect of his parents’ divorce; Tess, a young 
woman who arrives suddenly in town, trying to escape someone or something; and 
Robin, Maggie’s sister, married to frustrated, violent Chuck, scarred by his abuse 
and not sure what to do about it. 
 
Written in classic, noir prose, Black Walnut portrays these characters, revealing new 
sides to each one, until we discover the truth about the murder. Like Big Little Lies, 
this mystery conceals the identity of the victim until the end and then reveals the 
event and its aftermath in a series of brilliant twists. It is an indelible portrait of a 
small town as well as a deeply satisfying mystery. 

Samuel W. Gailey is the author of Deep Winter, which The New York Times de-
scribed as “beautifully written” and Esquire called “enthralling and suspenseful.” 
Gailey’s second novel, The Guilt We Carry, was released by Oceanview Publishing 
in 2019.

A brilliant new novel from Elizabeth L. Silver inspired loosely by the life of the late 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Memoirs of a Justice takes a scalpel to motherhood 
and ambition in America, exposing the near-misses, heartbreaks, triumphs, and 
regrets of a woman on her path to one of the most powerful positions in the country.

“Memoirs of a Justice is a tiny hammer in Silver’s hand, undetectable and hover-
ing overhead, the act of reading like a trigger breaking you apart over and over 
again…”—Natashia Deon, author of Grace and The Perishing
  
Moving between past and present, Supreme Court Justice Sylvia Bernstein reflects 
on her life’s major epochs. First, as a young Jewish girl in 1940s Brooklyn, when 
her cousin Mariana, an Auschwitz survivor, comes to live in her family’s small 
apartment, second, when she attends Harvard Law and meets the people who will 
help guide her to the court: her powerful mentor, her lifelong confidant, and her 
husband. It is here where marriage and her unexpectedly swift passage into moth-
erhood force her to confront, anew, the harsh reality of how America treats wom-
en; and finally, through her initial rise and confirmation to the Court in the 1990’s 
where we see her life’s biggest lies, regrets, and omissions come rushing to a heated 
confrontation with the one person who she yearns to understand most: her daugh-
ter. Memoirs of a Justice is about motherhood and ambition under the patriarchy, 
and the sacrifices that pave a path to power. One part American Wife, one part The 
Female Persuasion, and a little Notorious RBG, Memoirs of a Justice is a sweeping 
and provocative story of a woman struggling towards something like greatness. 

Elizabeth L. Silver is author of the memoir, The Tincture of Time: A Memoir of 
(Medical) Uncertainty, and the novel The Execution of Noa P. Singleton. 

Praise for Elizabeth L. Silver’s The Execution of Noa P. Singleton: 
“A fantastic first novel…”—Washington Post 

“A classic slow-burn, with Ms. Silver spinning the web…and masterfully revealing 
the threads.”—The Wall Street Journal

MEMOIRS OF A JUSTICE
A Novel

By Elizabeth Silver

Spring 2023 / Riverhead (PRH) / US Editor: Sarah McGrath
Edited MS Available Summer 2022

NA
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When Amy Hilton receives a letter, written by her sister in Manchurian, she needs 
a Chinatown produce vendor to translate—English has long ago replaced Manchu-
rian, even Chinese, on her tongue. And so it is a stranger who tells Amy that her 
mother has died of a broken heart.

Amy left her village of Eternal Spring many years ago, as Aimee Wu, to pursue 
her artistic ambitions as a photographer in NYC and her devasated mother never 
quite recovered. Stricken with guilt, Amy resolves to be there for her mother in 
death in a way she wasn't in life, booking a flight to China for the following day. 
Haunted by the folk stories her mother told her about the journey to the under-
world, Amy's quest strips away the familiar until she is standing on the brink of 
emotional catharsis, ready to make amends. But when she finally reunites with her 
family, things are far different than Amy remembers, and her loved ones are less 
than thrilled to welcome their prodigal daughter home. Faced with the prospect 
of reconnecting with a family she no longer knows, Amy slips into memories and 
stories in an attempt to rediscover who her mother was. Was she ever really her 
mother's daughter, or were they two strangers bonded only by blood?

Told in interwoven narratives between 1999 and Amy's childhood in the 1970s, 
THE LIGHT OF ETERNAL SPRING is a loving, tenderly told story of fam-
ily and grief, a novel about leaving home and returning again that examines in 
thoughtful detail the stories we tell ourselves and others as paths to self-discovery. 
Blending David Mitchell's literary fireworks and playful magical realism with 
the delicate familial balancing acts of Celeste Ng and Lillian Li, Angel creates a 
nuanced portrait of family lost and family found, how we connect to our loved 
ones through art and story, and how we redefine and reconnect with our childhood 
selves as we age.  

Angel Di Zhang was born in China and raised in China, England, Canada, and 
the USA. She was educated in the joint BA-MIA program at Columbia University 
and was a Pitch Wars class of 2019 mentee. She is an internationally exhibited fine-
art photographer. 

THE LIGHT OF ETERNAL SPRING
A Novel

By Angel Di Zhang

Spring 2023 / Random House Canada / Editor: Anne Collins
Edited MS Available Summer 2022

NA

Gritty noir, in the style of  S.A. Cosby, Dennis Lehane, and Attica Locke, TIME’S 
UNDOING is the powerful, propulsive story of a young Black reporter pursuing 
the truth behind her great grandfather’s unsolved murder nearly 90 years earlier. 
This emotionally resonant novel about race and justice, illustrates the spirit and 
tenacity of today’s young people “who are sick and tired of being sick and tired.” 
The novel explores both the inherited trauma and pain wrought by white suprem-
acy and the urgency of the Black Lives Matter movement at a critical moment in 
U.S. history. Through dual timelines that shift between 2019 and 1929, TIME’S 
UNDOING also captures the mood and times of Birmingham’s historical black 
neighborhoods and its citizens—those fighting for their lives and fighting for 
change, all the while, lifting each other up.
 
In 2019, journalist Meghan McKenzie, is the youngest reporter at the Detroit 
Free Press and has been covering the Black Lives Matter movement. She is near 
despair but channels her frustration into a feature for the paper connected to a 
long-buried family tragedy, the unsolved death of her great grandfather, Robert 
Lee Harrington. Alternating with Meghan’s investigation is the story of her great 
grandfather in 1929 Birmingham. Robert is a handsome, charming twenty-eight-
year-old Black man with a light-skinned pregnant wife and a two-year-old daugh-
ter. While Robert finds success in the city and revels in the admiration he gets for 
his carpentry skills, his beautiful wife, and his snazzy car, he also draws the wrong 
kind of attention and is branded a haughty Black man. Robert does everything in 
his power to prevent his fate, but as he says in the novel’s prologue, “It’s hard to 
imagine growing old in a place where people hate your very existence.” 
 
While at times a heartbreaking American tragedy, TIME’S UNDOING is also an 
uplifting story of a man and his family finding peace and justice at long last. And 
with Meghan, we witness a young woman discovering her own agency, the power 
of community, and the sweetness of new love.

Cheryl A. Head is based in Washington, DC and is the author of the two-time 
Lambda Literary Award-nominated Charlie Mack Motown mysteries.

TIME'S UNDOING
A Novel

By Cheryl Head

Spring 2023 / Dutton (PRH) / US Editor: Lindsey Rose
Edited MS Available Fall 2022

NA
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The story of a young girl, heir to the founder of modern hula, who must confront 
the burdens of her family line. Set against the pristine beaches and swaying palm 
trees of Hilo, Hawaii, it’s both a sweeping intergenerational saga and a book of 
protest—a love letter to a stolen paradise and its people. 

Keaukaha. A strip made up of low-lying land in Hilo, set aside for the descen-
dants of native Hawaiians, a consolation prize from the American government 
and a place where hula is king and blood is the golden ticket—and Hi‘i Naupaka 
is descended from a long line of talented hula dancers. Her mother Laka was the 
first Miss Aloha Hula and her grandmother Hulali was a founder of a legendary 
hula halau in Hilo. Yet it becomes clear that Hi‘i’s family history, like the story of 
modern Hawaii, is riddled with twists and turns. Though she is a Naupaka, Hi‘i’s 
fair skin stands out, her light hair glints red in the sun. As Hi‘i comes of age, she 
begins to feel she is the source of the cracks rippling through her community, the 
Naupaka family threatens to splinter in two. Determined to defend both her land 
and her daughter, Laka joins Hawaii’s sovereign movement, one that wants to let 
the old blood quantum system die, while Hi‘i’s grandmother Hulali only hardens 
her belief that protecting their family’s land means keeping the bloodline pure. 
Years later, now a mother herself, a tragedy brings Hi‘i back. On the eve of Keau-
kaha’s biggest political fight in decades, it’s time to decide if she can ever call Hilo 
home again. A debut novel steeped in the author’s own experience and anchored 
by a fierce, unapologetic vision, HULA centers the people so often at the margins 
of stories about Hawaii.” In gorgeous sentences that expand to contain the voice 
of a neighborhood, Hakes borrows from hula forms and oral traditions and gives 
us the story of a place that must define itself to survive. Building on the work of 
writers like Kiana Davenport and Kristiana Kahakauwila and the debuts of Tommy 
Orange, Yaa Gyasi, and Lisa Ko, HULA is part incantation, part rallying cry. It 
arrives like the resounding first beats of an ipu, and like the rains over Mauna Kea, 
it casts a powerful spell. 

Jasmin ‘Iolani Hakes was born and raised in Hilo, Hawaii. Her essays have ap-
peared in the Los Angeles Times and the Sacramento Bee.

HULA
A Novel

By Jasmin ‘Iolani Hakes

Spring 2023 / HarperVia (HarperCollins) / US Editor: Daniella Wexler
Edited MS Available Summer 2022

WE

THIS IS LIFE
A Novel

By Anissa Gray

Spring 2023 / Atria (S&S) / US Editor: Peter Borland
Edited MS Available Fall 2022

NA

A father’s sudden disappearance exposes the private fears, dreams, longings, and 
joys of a Black American family in the late decades of the 20th Century, in this 
page-turning and intimate new novel from the author of The Care and Feeding of 
Ravenously Hungry Girls.
 
It’s a warm, bright October afternoon, and Ozro Armstead walks out into the 
brilliant sunshine on his thirty-seventh birthday. At home, his wife Deborah and 
daughter Trinity prepare a surprise celebration; down the street his brother waves 
as Oz heads back to his office after lunch together.
 
But he won’t make it to the party or even to his briefcase back at his desk. He’s 
about to disappear.
 
In the days, months, and years to follow, Deborah and Trinity look backwards and 
forwards as they piece together the life of the man they love, but who they come to 
realize they might never have truly known.
 
In a gripping narrative that moves from the Great Migration, to 1970s Detroit, 
and 1990s New York, we follow the hopes, triumphs, losses, and secrets that build 
up and tear apart an American family. 

Anissa Gray is a Senior Editor at CNN Worldwide and a contributor to Emmy 
and DuPont-Columbia award-winning coverage of some of the most consequen-
tial stories of our time. She began her career at Reuters as a reporter, based in 
New York, covering business news and international finance. Born in St. Joseph, 
Michigan, Gray studied English and American literature at New York University. 
She lives in Atlanta, Georgia, with her wife.
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The women of Staten Island’s Ramirez family orbit around absence: the still-un-
explained disappearance of middle child Ruthy from the bus stop at the age of 
thirteen, an event that left their family scarred and scrambling. Twelve years later, 
when oldest sister Jessica spots a woman with Ruthy’s distinctive birthmark on her 
television screen. Can it be Ruthy, after all this time?
 
The years since Ruthy disappeared haven’t been easy ones. Dolores, the girls’ 
mother, struggles with mental health, weight gain, and diabetes; Jessica juggles a 
baby with her hospital job; and Nina, after the success of four years at college, has 
returned home to mourn her med school rejections. Meanwhile, the woman who 
might be Ruthy is starring in a cheaply produced reality show called Catfight, and 
before 48 hours have passed, Jessica and Nina have hatched a plan to drive up to 
Boston, where they show is filmed, in search of their long-lost sister. When Dolores 
catches wind of their scheme, she insists on joining, and what follows is a family 
road trip and reckoning that will force the Ramirez women to finally face the past 
and look toward a future—with or without Ruthy in it. 
 
Taking place over the course of just a few days, WHAT HAPPENED TO RUTHY 
RAMIREZ is both the fast-paced, engrossing story of what really happened to 
Ruthy and a deeply empathetic and beautifully evoked portrait of the family she 
left behind. Claire, who describes this novel as John Leguizamo’s Freak meets Amy 
Tan’s Joy Luck Club, counts the Nuyorican poets Pedro Pietri and Miguel Piñero 
and the writer Toni Cade Bambara among her literary influences. Writing in the 
distinctive, lived-in voices of its characters, WHAT HAPPENED TO RUTHY 
RAMIREZ paints a vivid picture of a family in all its shattered reality—complete 
with snark, impatience, pain, resentment, tenderness, and love. 

Claire Jiménez is a Puerto Rican writer who grew up in Brooklyn and Staten Is-
land, New York. She is the author of the short story collection Staten Island Stories, 
which was named a finalist for the International Latino Book Awards.

WHAT HAPPENED TO RUTHY RAMIREZ
A Novel

By Claire Jimenez

Fall 2023 / Grand Central (Hachette) / US Editor: Seema Mahanian
Edited MS Available Fall 2022

NA

Rights Sold: 
 Spanish - North America (HarperCollins Espagñol)

One-hundred-fifty feet below. Three days of air. One dark secret. Former war corre-
spondent Lukas Landon is alone, trapped in an overturned shrimp trawler resting 
on the sandy bottom of the Atlantic Ocean.

He’s suspended in total darkness in waist-deep water tainted with fuel and the 
emptied contents of the marine toilet. The only thing keeping him alive is an 
ever-shrinking bubble of air. 

After years of covering the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, Landon’s life has taken 
a nosedive. His redemption? An immersive series on-board Philomena, rarest of 
South Carolina shrimp boats, skippered by a decorated former army sergeant, 
Clarita Esteban. A black woman in a white man’s world, she’s assembled a misfit 
crew including: a Cuban-American first mate and his troubled nephew; a Hai-
tian cook who spends most of his time with a secret black book; a deckhand and 
self-proclaimed redneck; and the Captain’s own daughter, a reluctant greenhorn 
resigned to a season of shrimping after losing a basketball scholarship.To succeed, 
Landon must gain the trust of this Captain and her crew. For Landon, the series 
could help repair a life in tatters. For Captain Esteban and her crew, the favorable 
attention might help them survive to fish another season. One-by-one Captain and 
crew reveal their stories to him. But Landon begins to see his own story unfold as 
well, one filled with missteps and a dark secret that has unmoored him. Now, iso-
lated at the bottom of the ocean, those powers of interrogation have been turned 
on himself. With only his own thoughts and fears to keep him company, will he 
finally come clean? And if he does, how can he possibly reach those who most need 
to hear what he has to tell them? 

Kevin Sites is an award-winning journalist, author and Associate Professor at 
the Journalism and Media Studies Centre at the University of Hong Kong. He 
has worked as a reporter for more than thirty years, half of that covering war and 
disaster for ABC, NBC, CNN, Yahoo and Vice News. He’s the author of three-
books on war, In the Hot Zone, The Things They Cannot Say and Swimming with 
Warlords. This is his first novel. 

THE OCEAN ABOVE ME
A Novel

By Kevin Sites

Summer 2023 / Harper / US Editor: David Howe and Amy Baker
Edited MS Available Fall 2022

NA
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THE COMMUNITY BOARD
A Novel

By Tara Conklin

Fall 2023 / William Morrow (HarperCollins) / US Editor: Kate Nintzel
Edited MS Available Fall 2022

WE

In the suburban New England town of Murbridge, things are disappearing. A stop 
sign, a garden gnome, a pork tenderloin, a lilac tree dug from the ground. Who’s to 
blame? What does it mean? 

When Darcy Clipper returns to her hometown, she’s reeling from a series of 
personal calamities: divorce, job loss, dead cat, bad haircut. She volunteers to serve 
as moderator for the Murbridge community message board, hoping she’ll find 
her place once more in the town she knows and loves best. But when a proposal 
to build a homeless shelter erupts into controversy, long-simmering divisions are 
revealed and Darcy realizes that the quaint, nurturing place she remembers has 
changed irrevocably.  

As Darcy struggles to re-build her life and sense of self, she uses the message 
board—in her own misguided but genuine way—to unite neighbors and bring 
back a sense of community and understanding.  Along the way she finds a lost 
friend, grows out her bangs, acquires a menagerie of pets, and discovers who 
exactly is responsible for the disappearances plaguing the town of Murbridge. Told 
through board posts and draft emails Darcy never quite gets around to sending, 
The Community Board is the story of a woman learning to live alone and a town 
learning to live with itself. Funny, sweet and timely, The Community Board will 
appeal to fans of Where’d You Go Bernadette? and The Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Nighttime.  

Tara Conklin is a writer and former lawyer whose first novel, The House Girl, was 
a New York Times bestseller, #1 IndieNext pick, Target book club pick and has been 
translated into 8 languages. Her second novel, The Last Romantics, published in 
February 2019 and was also a New York Times bestseller.

A HAUNTING IN HIALEAH GARDENS
A Novel

By Raul Palma

Fall 2023 / Dutton (PRH) / US Editor: Pilar Garcia-Brown
Edited MS Available Fall 2022

NA

A bracingly original, postcolonial riff on Charles Dickens’ The Christmas Carol 
that explores the problem of indebtedness—and specifically, the financial and psy-
chic weight of moving through a world where the odds seem to always favor the rich 
and powerful.
 
A modern-day Bob Cratchit, living in a dank efficiency apartment, Hugo Contre-
ras knows he will never stop paying for his late wife’s medical debts or for his own 
debt accumulated in his youth. His Scrooge is Alexi Ramirez, an avaricious Cuban 
American debt-collection attorney with a face familiar from his bus stop ads and a 
serious problem of his own: a haunting at his family’s McMansion. 

It’s under these circumstances that the two men meet face to face, for Hugo works 
as a babaláwo, helping people in Miami cleanse their homes of evil. He’s long since 
stopped believing in the supernatural, but when Alexi promises to forgive Hugo’s 
debts in exchange for his services, he can’t refuse. Intent on both escaping his debt 
and exacting revenge for his late wife, Hugo will do what he’s done with dozens 
of clients before: use slight-of-hand and amateur psychology to convince Alexi the 
spirits have departed and escape debt-free before the coming Christmas holiday. Of 
course, life in a corrupt capitalist system is never that simple. Hugo’s personal his-
tory collides with Alexi’s demons in a (literally) explosive climax that forces Hugo 
to decide whether he will live as a debt-free man, or consign himself to the debts of 
his lost loved ones.
 
With a touch of the satiric humor of Paul Beatty’s The Sellout, the political con-
sciousness of Aravind Adiga’s The White Tiger, and the genre-bending flair of Victor 
LaValle’s The Devil in Silver, A HAUNTING IN HIALEAH GARDENS reimag-
ines Dickens’s classic to reflect a new century and a brilliant exploration of the 
invisibility and extreme influence that debt has over the lives of people in the 21st 
century. 

A second-generation Cuban-American, born and raised in Miami, Florida, Raul 
Palma is an Assistant Professor of Writing at Ithaca College.
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Scandalizing uptight Bostonians with her forthright opinions and unique style, the 
philanthropist and collector Isabella Stewart Gardner became a living legend when 
she opened her Italian palazzo-style home as a museum, showcasing her collection 
of old masters, antiques and objets d’art. 
 
Yet, before she inhabited the role of the outrageous and brilliant woman history 
has depicted her to be, Isabella was twenty years old, newly married to wealthy 
trader Jack Gardner and unsure of herself. In any era when women were supposed 
to fade into the wallpaper, and female conversation was expected to be decorative, 
Isabella found herself boycotted by polite society because she was not afraid to 
express personal views and controversial ideas. Ostracized by women as an unpre-
dictable flirt who did not know how to behave and admonished by men for having 
opinions on matters that should only be the purview of her husband, Isabella 
struggled to fulfill a role she thought would give her satisfaction. 
 
In BECOMING ISABELLA, Emily Franklin shows how Isabella rejected the place 
society had consigned her to and discovered her spirit. This novel follows Isabella 
as, freed by travel, she discovers the world of art, ideas and letters, meeting such 
kindred spirits as Henry James, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Berthe Morisot, 
George Sand, John Singer Sargent and Oscar Wilde. We follow Isabella from Paris, 
London and Venice, to Egypt and Asia; we observe her develop her keen eye for 
paintings and objects; and we see her meet some of the progressive thinkers and 
feminists who were ready to change the 19th century into the 20th. 
 
BECOMING ISABELLA is a beautifully written historical novel that will have 
enormous reading group appeal. It will be an easy pick for readers of popular 
novels centered around historical figures, such as Loving Frank, The Swans of Fifth 
Avenue, The American Heiress and The Paris Wife. 

Emily Franklin has published two works of fiction for adults, the novel Liner 
Notes and the linked story collection The Girls’ Almanac. She is the author of six-
teen novels for Young Adults including The Half-Life of Planets.

BECOMING ISABELLA
A Novel

By Emily Franklin

Fall 2023 / David Godine / US Editor: Joshua Bodwell & Celia Johson
Edited MS Available Fall 2022

WE

FARRELL COVINGTON AND THE 
LIMITS OF STYLE
A Novel By Paul Rudnick

Fall 2023 / Atria (S&S) / US Editor: Peter Borland
Edited MS Available Fall 2022

NA

An epic novel of gay male life from the 1970’s to today, FARRELL COVINGTON 
begins when Nate Reminger, transplanted from the New Jersey suburbs to the hal-
lowed halls of Yale, meets Farrell Covington, the youngest son of one of the richest 
families in the country. 
 
A freshman who knows little of gay life except what he has seen in seedy maga-
zines, Nate is bowled over when Farrell, dressed in khakis and a navy blazer, flirts 
with him at a meeting of the Yale Drama Club. Soon Nate is invited back to Far-
rell’s townhouse and he falls hopelessly in love. Yet after a year of passion, self-dis-
covery, parties and chocolate nonpareils, Nate is evicted from paradise after Farrell’s 
father, a heartless industrialist and überconservative, discovers the truth about their 
relationship. 
 
Over the following decades, FARRELL COVINGTON follows Nate and Farrell’s 
on-again, off-again yet perpetually beguiling romance, from New York to Los 
Angeles, and to France and Italy, taking the reader from the early days post-Stone-
wall, to the heady 1970’s disco era, through the devastation of HIV, to the growing 
power of the LGBTQ movement, the legalization of same-sex marriage and the 
cultural change of today. FARRELL COVINGTON is a timeless love story that 
explores how the world changes around us and how each generation can contribute 
to the happiness of the next. 
 
FARRELL COVINGTON is also a love letter to the New York theater world: the 
novel follows Nate from his birthplace, Piscataway, NJ and follows his career as 
a playwright and screenwriter from an early off-Broadway debut, to resounding 
success with a gay-themed play in the early ‘90s. FARRELL COVINGTON will 
bewitch readers with its characters, who feel either like people you have met—or 
people you dearly wish you had. 

Paul Rudnick has published many novels for adults and young adults, including 
Social Disease, I’ll Take It and, most recently, Playing the Palace.
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THE LAST MONA LISA
A Novel

By Jonathan Santlofer

2021 / Sourcebooks / US Editor: Shana Drehs
Final PDF Available

          Rights Sold:
 Bulgarian (Kyrg)
 Czech (Jota Nakladatelstvi)  
 Dutch (De Fontein)
 Italian (Newton Compton)

Japanese (Astra House Japan)
Polish (LeTra / Arkady)
Russian (AST)
Serbian (Vulkan)

NA

“This is a terrific read—compelling, intelligent, fascinating and deeply satisfying. It 
was a book I did not want to end.”—Peter James, #1 bestselling crime thriller author

August, 1911: The Mona Lisa is stolen by Vincent Peruggia. Exactly what happens 
in the two years before its recovery is a mystery. Many replicas of the Mona Lisa 
exist, and more than one historian has wondered if the painting now in the Louvre 
is a fake, switched in 1911.

Present day: art professor Luke Perrone digs for the truth behind his most famous 
ancestor: Peruggia. His search attracts an Interpol detective with something to prove 
and an unfamiliar but curiously helpful woman. Soon, Luke tumbles deep into the 
world of art and forgery, a land of obsession and danger.A gripping novel exploring 
the 1911 theft and the present underbelly of the art world, The Last Mona Lisa is 
a suspenseful tale, tapping into our universal fascination with da Vinci’s enigma, 
why people are driven to possess certain works of art, and our fascination with the 
authentic and the fake. 

Jonathan Santlofer is an artist and award-winning writer, most recently of the crit-
ically acclaimed memoir, The Widower’s Notebook. His debut novel, The Death Artist, 
an international bestseller, is currently in development for screen adaptation. His 
paintings and drawings are included in many public and private collections.

“From its seductive first pages, The Last Mona Lisa carries us along on an utterly 
irresistible time-jumping, continent-leaping tale of intrigue and family secrets, 
obsession and the ineffable power of art itself. I could not put it down.”—Megan 
Abbott, bestselling and award-winning author of Give Me Your Hand and The 
Turnout 

“The Last Mona Lisa is a pacy, seductive international thriller of the first order. 
With its seamless blend of action, intriguing maze of family secrets, and the grip-
ping, emotional journal entries of a long-dead art thief, this is a transporting novel, 
made all the more captivating because of the true story at its heart. Don’t miss it!”
—Lisa Unger, New York Times bestselling author of Confessions on the 7:45
 
“Fabulous - instantly immersive, intriguing and suspenseful, and expert and au-
thentic too ... only a writer who is also an artist - or an artist who is also a writer - 
could have pulled it off.  This feels like the thriller Santofler was born to write.”
—Lee Child, author of the #1 New York Times bestselling Jack Reacher series
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CAIRO CIRCLES
A Novel

By Doma Mahmoud

2021 / The Unnamed Press / US Editor: Olivia Taylor Smith
Final PDF Available

NA

An October Indie Next List Pick

“Cairo Circles is a novel that proves literature needn’t choose between pleasure and 
substance. You will tear through the pages of this delicious book, and you will be 
changed in the process. Doma Mahmoud is a tremendous writer.”
—Jonathan Safran Foer

Sherif “Sheero” Abdallah is an NYU student reveling in independence, free from 
the judgmental gaze of his conservative family in Egypt to indulge in all sorts of 
pleasures. When the FBI comes knocking on his door, he’s convinced it’s a case of 
mistaken identity—until they show him a picture of his cousin Amir. Amir has per-
petrated a horrific attack and Sheero is suddenly forced to return to Cairo and con-
front the events that led to their wildly different circumstances. While Amir wore 
Sheero’s hand-me-downs and suffered at the hands of neglectful, abusive parents, 
Sheero attended Cairo’s most prestigious high school, where he and his best friend 
Taymour, the son of one of Cairo’s business moguls, could enjoy sports clubs, beach 
vacations, high-end dining, and socializing with girls from the French and British 
schools. Once inseparable cousins, Sheero and Amir grew further apart, Amir ulti-
mately having more in common with the children of Taymour’s housekeeper: Omar, 
Mustafa, and Zeina. In Cairo Circles, the lives of this unforgettable group of six 
young Egyptians intertwine dramatically over the course of over a decade, revealing 
complex relationships dominated by faith, tradition, social class, and the boundaries 
of personal freedom. An epic, multi-perspective page-turner, Doma Mahmoud’s de-
but introduces readers to a bold and inventive new voice in fiction as Cairo’s streets 
burst to life on the page. 

Doma Mahmoud has an MFA in Creative Writing from New York University. He 
currently teaches at the American University of Cairo and is based in Cairo, Egypt. 

“A deft meditation on how family and class can brighten and distort life’s trajectory 
and force us to grapple with how closely origin and desire are intertwined.”—Raven 
Leilani, author of Luster

“Doma Mahmoud masterfully weaves together four Cairo families, separated by 
social class, whose lives intersect over decades in scenes that are among the most 
memorable and moving I’ve ever read. A stunning novel about the difficulty of for-
giving our kin, and ultimately, ourselves for our part, real or imagined, in shaping 
their choices. Mahmoud writes with such insistent and fierce compassion that it is 
impossible to read Cairo Circles without marveling at the opening and cleansing of 
one’s own heart.”—Fatima Farheen Mirza, author of A Place for Us 

“An intricate, moving tale of interlocking lives that winds its way through the di-
verse traditions and social classes of contemporary Egypt [...] Cairo Circles’ greatest 
strength is the way it explores the full meaning of the word “family”: of loyalty, 
betrayal, inescapable traditions and friendships stronger than blood.”—Anjali 
Sachdeva, author of All the Names They Used for God

AEVITAS 36



ALL HER LITTLE SECRETS
A Novel

By Wanda M. Morris

2021 / William Morrow (HarperCollins) / US Editor: Asanté Simons
Final PDF Available

NA

In this fast-paced thriller, Wanda M. Morris crafts a twisty mystery about a black 
lawyer who gets in over her head after the sudden death of her boss. A debut perfect 
for fans of Attica Locke, Alyssa Cole, Harlan Coben, and Celeste Ng, with shades of 
How to Get Away with Murder and John Grisham’s The Firm.

Ellice Littlejohn seemingly has it all: an Ivy League law degree, a well-paying job as 
a corporate attorney in midtown Atlanta, great friends, and a “for fun” relationship 
with a rich, charming executive—her white boss, Michael. But everything changes 
one cold January morning when Ellice goes to meet Michael… and finds him dead 
with a gunshot to his head. 

And then she walks away like nothing has happened. Why? Ellice has been keeping 
a cache of dark secrets, including a small-town past and a kid brother who’s spent 
time on the other side of the law. She can’t be thrust into the spotlight—again. But 
instead of grieving this tragedy, people are gossiping, the police are getting suspi-
cious, and Ellice, the company’s lone black attorney, is promoted to replace Michael. 
While the opportunity is a dream-come-true, Ellice just can’t shake the feeling that 
something is off. When she uncovers shady dealings inside the company, Ellice is 
trapped in an impossible ethical and moral dilemma. Suddenly, Ellice’s past and 
present lives collide as she launches into a pulse-pounding race to protect the broth-
er she tried to save years ago and stop a conspiracy far more sinister than she could 
have ever imagined…

Wanda M. Morris is a corporate attorney in Atlanta. She has studied at the Yale 
Writers Workshop and Robert McKee’s Story Seminar. 

“All Her Little Secrets is a brilliantly nuanced but powerhouse exploration of race, 
the legal system, and the crushing pressure of keeping secrets. Morris brings a vi-
brant and welcome new voice to the thriller space.” —Karin Slaughter, New York 
Times and international bestselling author

“In her debut thriller, corporate attorney Morris deftly combines a creepy Nazi-es-
que sect with a murderous plot and rounds out the intrigue with a striking com-
mentary on racism, sexual assault, and misogyny.”—Library Journal 

“A taut, sleek thriller that’s also a searing story about the secrets we can never man-
age to leave behind. A stunning debut.”—Alafair Burke, NYT bestselling author 

“At times deeply disturbing and all the while gripping, All Her Little Secrets is a re-
freshing whodunnit that will keep you guessing—and second-guessing—from start 
to finish.”—Zakiya Dalila Harris, bestselling author of The Other Black Girl 

“[D]oesn’t miss a beat—expertly plotted, beautifully written, and so compelling I 
read it in one sitting. Fans of Attica Locke and Celeste Ng, take note!”— Wendy 
Corsi Staub, NYT bestselling author
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       Brazilian Portuguese (Companhia Editora Naciona) Polish (Agora)



WHITE ON WHITE
A Novel

By Ayşegül Savaş

2021 / Riverhead (PRH) / US Editor: Laura Perciasepe
Final PDF Available

WE

A “marvelous” (Lauren Groff) and “gentle, mysterious and profound” (Marina 
Abramović) novel about a woman who has come undone.

A student moves to the city to research Gothic nudes, renting an apartment from a 
painter, Agnes, who lives in another town with her husband. One day, Agnes arrives 
in the city and settles into the upstairs studio.

In their meetings on the stairs, in the studio, at the corner café, the kitchen at 
dawn, Agnes tells stories of her youth, her family, her marriage, and ideas for her 
art - which is always just about to be created. As the months pass, it becomes clear 
that Agnes might not have a place to return to. The student is increasingly aware 
of Agnes’s disintegration. Her stories are frenetic; her art scattered and unfinished, 
white paint on a white canvas.
    
What emerges is the menacing sense that every life is always at the edge of disaster, 
no matter its seeming stability. Alongside the research into human figures, the stu-
dent is learning, from a cool distance, about the narrow divide between happiness 
and resentment, creativity and madness, contentment and chaos.

White on White is a sharp exploration of empathy and cruelty, and the stunning 
discovery of what it means to be truly vulnerable, and laid bare. 

Ayşegül Savaş is the author of Walking on the Ceiling. Her work has appeared in The 
New Yorker, The Paris Review, Granta, and elsewhere. She lives in Paris. 

“In the middle ages, human skin was seen as a blanket stretched to cover a secret, 
inner life, writes Ayşegül Savaş. Reading White on White for me is like an outer skin 
which you open layer by layer as you read; gentle, mysterious and profound.”
—Marina Abramović

“Ayşegül Savaş’ White on White is marvelous, as elegant as an opaque sheet of ice 
that belies the swift and turbulent waters beneath.”
—Lauren Groff

“White on White is a haunting, irresistible novel. I loved this book for its depth and 
perception, for its beauty and eerie rhythms, but most of all for its wonderfully 
dream-like spell. It’s breathtaking.”
—Brandon Taylor

“A superb novel by an exceptionally elegant, intelligent, and original writer.”
—Sigrid Nunez
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          Rights Sold: 
    Dutch (Kievenaar & Vijn)

German (btb / PRH Germany)
UK/Comm (Harvill Secker)



O BEAUTIFUL
A Novel

By Jung Yun

2021 / St. Marin’s Press (Macmillan) / US Editor: Anna DeVries
Final PDF Available

NA

From the critically-acclaimed author of Shelter, an unflinching portrayal of a wom-
an trying to come to terms with the ghosts of her past and the tortured realities of a 
deeply divided America

Elinor Hanson, a forty-something former model, is struggling to reinvent herself 
as a freelance writer when she receives an unexpected assignment. Her mentor 
from grad school offers her a chance to write for a prestigious magazine about the 
Bakken oil boom in North Dakota. Elinor grew up near the Bakken, raised by an 
overbearing father and a distant Korean mother who met and married when he was 
stationed overseas. After decades away from home, Elinor returns to a landscape 
she hardly recognizes, overrun by tens of thousands of newcomers. Surrounded by 
roughnecks seeking their fortunes in oil and long-time residents worried about their 
changing community, Elinor experiences a profound sense of alienation and grief. 
She rages at the unrelenting male gaze, the locals who still see her as a foreigner, and 
the memories of her family’s estrangement after her mother decided to escape her 
unhappy marriage, leaving Elinor and her sister behind. The longer she pursues this 
potentially career-altering assignment, the more her past intertwines with the story 
she’s trying to tell, revealing disturbing new realities that will forever change her and 
the way she looks at the world. With spare and graceful prose, O Beautiful presents 
an immersive portrait of a community rife with tensions and competing interests, 
and one woman’s attempts to reconcile her anger with her love of a beautiful, but 
troubled land.
 
Jung Yun’s debut novel, Shelter, was long-listed for the Center for Fiction’s First 
Novel Prize, a finalist for the Barnes & Noble Discover Great New Writers Award, 
and a semi-finalist for Good Reads’ Best Fiction Book of 2016. 

“A wondrous, compelling, and insightful portrait of a North Dakota town as it 
struggles through a present-day oil boom [...] a grand and stunning piece of work, 
at times humorous, sad, and breathtaking.”—Edward P. Jones, Pulitzer-Prize win-
ning author of The Known World

“O Beautiful will make you think and see anew the strangeness and complexity 
of race, class, and gender in this page-turning, tender novel that journeys into the 
heart of America.”—Krys Lee, author of How I Became a North Korean

“An intimate look at one life and a fearless exploration of the biggest issues of our 
time, from capitalism to environmental degradation, white supremacy to sex and 
power. With a shrewd eye and sharp sense of humor, Yun finds in the familiar tale 
of one woman’s return to her small town roots a story as big as the nation itself.”—
Rumaan Alam, New York Times bestselling author of Leave the World Behind

“No one laces a scene with menace or fits more emotional range onto the page [...]
With her dangerous yet graceful new novel, Jung Yun proves herself to be a writer 
who can rip out your broken heart and then repair it before your eyes.”—Wiley 
Cash, author of The Last Ballad and A Land More Kind Than Home
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