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UPCOMING MEMOIR & BIOGRAPHY 

 

ALL SHIPS FOLLOW ME 
A Family Memoir of War Across Three Continents 
 

By Mieke Eerkens 
 

US publisher: Picador / Macmillan (North American rights) 
To publish: April 2019 
 

Material available: Final PDF available 
    
Rights sold:   Holland (De Geus) 
                       Poland (Agora) 
 

An epic saga of one family’s experiences on both sides of WWII that 

traces the lasting effects of war through several generations. 

 

In March 1942, Mieke Eerkens’ father was a ten-year-old boy living in the 
Dutch East Indies. When the Japanese invaded the island he, his family, 
and one hundred thousand other Dutch civilians were interned in a 
concentration camp and forced into hard labor for three years. After the 
Japanese surrendered, Mieke’s father and his family were set free in a 
country that plunged immediately into civil war. Across the globe in the 
Netherlands, police carried a crying five-year-old girl out of her home at 
war’s end, abandoned and ostracized as a daughter of Nazi sympathizers. 
This was Mieke's mother. She would be left on the street in front of her 
sealed home as her parents were taken away and imprisoned in the same 
camps where the country’s Jews had recently been held. Many years later, 
Mieke’s parents meet, get married, and move to California, where she and 
her siblings are born. While her parents live far from the events of their 

past, the effects of the war are still felt daily. ALL SHIPS FOLLOW ME 
is a deeply personal, sweeping saga of the wounds of war, and the way 
trauma can be passed down through generations. 
 
Mieke Eerkens teaches creative writing for UCLA Extension’ Writers 
Program. Her work has appeared in various places such as The Atlantic, Los 
Angeles Review of Books, PEN America, Pank, and Guernica. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Praise for ALL SHIPS FOLLOW ME: 

 
“Lyric, meditative, and deeply reported, this is an essential book that 
reveals so much about what we need to know about being human.”  

          – Jennifer Percy, author of Demon Camp: A Soldier’s Exorcism 
 
“A thrilling, brilliantly told, briskly paced adventure story that could not be 
more timely… Mieke Eerkens asks what it means to be at once a victim, a 

colonist, and a collaborator.” – Kerry Howley, author of Thrown 
 
"[A]n imaginative quest to understand how trauma influences generations, 
sometimes directly through behavioral quirks and aberrations but also 
through a vulnerability to sadness and the illusion of home.”  

       – Patricia Foster, author of All the Lost Girls 



 

 
 

SERVING THE SERVANT 
Remembering Kurt Cobain  
 

By Danny Goldberg 
 
US publisher: Ecco / HarperCollins (North American rights) 
To publish: April 2019 
 
Material available: Final PDF available 
                                 
Rights sold:      Bulgaria (Kryg) 

Denmark (Memoris) 
  France (Editions Kero) 
  Germany (Hannibal) 
  Italy (HarperCollins Italy) 
  Poland (Znak) 
  Russia (Eskmo) 
  UK/Commonwealth (Trapeze / Orion) 

 

On the 25
th

 anniversary of Kurt Cobain’s death comes a new 

perspective on one of the most compelling icons of our time—and the 

only book written by someone who knew him that provides a 

portrait of an icon unlike any that has come before. 

 
In early 1991, top music manager Danny Goldberg agreed to take on 
Nirvana, a critically acclaimed new band from the underground music 
scene in Seattle. He had no idea that the band’s leader, Kurt Cobain, 
would become a pop-culture icon with a legacy arguably at the level of that 
of John Lennon, Michael Jackson, or Elvis Presley. Danny worked with 
Kurt from 1990 to 1994, the most impactful period of Kurt’s life.  
 
Drawing on Goldberg’s own memories of Kurt, files that previously have 
not been made public, and interviews with Kurt’s close family, friends, and 

former bandmates, SERVING THE SERVANT sheds an entirely new 
light on these critical years. Casting aside the common obsession with the 

angst and depression that seemingly drove Kurt, SERVING THE 

SERVANT is an exploration of his brilliance in every aspect of rock and 
roll, his compassion, his ambition, and the legacy he wrought—one that 
has lasted decades longer than his career did and will last decades more.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Danny Goldberg is the author of In Search of the Lost Chord, Bumping into 
Geniuses, and How the Left Lost Teen Spirit, and coeditor of It’s a Free Country. 
He is currently president and owner of Gold Village Entertainment. 

 

Praise for SERVING THE SERVANT: 

 
“An emotionally resonant narrative of Cobain’s meteoric rise to 
superstardom and his attendant self-questioning depression…a worthy 

addition to the growing canon of books on Cobain.” – Publishers 

Weekly  
 
“[A] precisely rendered account of the life of Nirvana's Kurt Cobain…an 
intimate perspective on Cobain's short life, told in the spirit of burnishing 

a friend's legacy.” – Kirkus 



 

 
 

NO WALLS AND THE RECURRING DREAM 
A Memoir 
 

By Ani DiFranco 
 
US publisher: Viking / PRH (World English rights) 
To publish: May 2019 
 
Material available: Edited MS available  
 

A Grammy-award winning artist, Ani DiFranco put out her first 

album in 1990, at age twenty and on her own Righteous Babe 

Records label. She travelled the country, playing wherever she could, 

and young women who saw themselves in her—who wanted to be as 

brave, as naked, as serious—started to take notice. 

 
A “self-made phenomenon” (New York Times) and autodidact, Ani 
DiFranco has defined the concept of DIY, and been a voice of her 
generation. She's an adventuress, breaking the rules in an industry that has 
often exploited artists, banished the idiosyncratic, and pandered to 
audiences who are only valued as "consumers." As an ‘anti-capitalist 
entrepreneur,’ she is closing in on 6 million album sales.  
 
Her success has sustained one of the most vigorous social activist careers 
today. Since the ‘90s, Ani has worked tirelessly for reproductive rights, 
racial justice, ecological sanity, gender equality and prison reform. In 
addition, the Righteous Babe Foundation continues to fund grassroots 
political and cultural organizations. Through this work she has touched 
many thousands, and inspired even more through her music, which 
fearlessly addresses difficult issues and forges communities among her 
listeners.  
 
Making herself vulnerable is a risk, and Ani takes it, looking deep, re-
experiencing her life from a place of hard-won wisdom and maturity, and 
combining personal expression, music, feminism, political activism, 
storytelling, philanthropy, entrepreneurship, motherhood, and much more 
into one inspiring whole. For past and future fans, Ani is living proof that 
you can overcome all personal and internal obstacles to be who you are 
and to follow your dreams.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ani DiFranco is a Grammy Award-winning singer, multi-instrumentalist, 
poet, songwriter, activist, and businesswoman. She has released more than 
20 albums, and is one of the first independent musicians to create her own 
label, Righteous Babe RecordsDiFranco has received eight Grammy 
Award nominations, and won the Best Recording Package Grammy for 
the album Evolve in 2004.  

 

Praise for NO WALLS AND THE RECURRING DREAM: 

 

"[DiFranco] makes her literary debut in this powerful reflection on her life 
and career… Throughout, DiFranco writes of her self-doubts and 
romantic hardships… Honest and passionate, DiFranco's memoir will 

resonate with her many fans.” – Publishers Weekly 



 

 
 

PIETY & POWER 

Mike Pence and the Taking of the White House 
  
By Tom LoBianco 
 
US publisher: Dey Street / HarperCollins (World English rights) 
To publish: June 2019 

 
Material available: Edited MS available 

 

A revealing, in-depth biography of Mike Pence, the most secretive 

and ingratiating vice president in modern history, from a reporter 

with remarkable access. PIETY & POWER provides insights and 

answers as it sheds light on this ambitious Midwestern politician, his 

past, and his possible future. 

 

No journalist has covered Mike Pence for as long or as closely as Tom 
LoBianco. The seasoned political reporter was at the first campaign rally 
governor Pence held in his hometown of Columbus, Indiana. He was 
there when Pence returned to Washington as Donald Trump’s vice 
president. Drawing on his deep connections, as well as reams of research 
and high-level access to the vice president and his staff, LoBianco offers a 
revealing portrait of the devout Christian who shocked many of his closest 
followers when he joined the campaign and became one of the strongest 
champions of Donald Trump. He also explores the rumors—much 
debated inside the Beltway and among pundits in the media—surrounding 
the Vice President’s ambitions to succeed and even "overthrow" Trump. 

 
LoBianco dissects Pence’s entire political life, from his detours in the ’90s, 
to his rapid ascension through the first decade of the twenty-first century, 
to the White House. He provides an inside account of how Pence nearly 
crashed and burned his career while governor, only to miraculously rise 
from the ashes thanks to the unlikely election of Trump. He also gives a 
rare look inside the "shadow government" Pence has built—a conservative 
machine at Trump’s call for now, but one that could just as easily step in if 
Trump is removed from office. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PIETY & POWER cuts to the core of the nation’s most enigmatic 
politician and unearths new, important, and fascinating anecdotes about 
Pence’s faith, his marriage to Karen Pence, his bizarre, obsequious 
relationship with Trump, his deeply buried personality, his ascent to power 
under John Boehner, and his presidential aspirations and plans for 

America’s future. PIETY & POWER demonstrates it is vital that not just 
Americans, but all global citizens know more about the man who could 
ascend to the Oval Office.  

 
Tom LoBianco covers the Trump Russia investigation and the White 
House for the Associated Press, and is a regular political analyst on CNN, 
Fox News, MSNBC, NPR, and other broadcast outlets. 



 

 
 

WILLIAM S. BURROUGHS & THE CULT OF  
ROCK ‘N’ ROLL 
 
By Casey Rae  
 
US publisher: University of Texas Press (North American rights) 
To publish: June 2019 

 
Material available: Edited MS available 

 
The little-known history of William S. Burroughs's impact on some of 

the biggest names in music, from the Beatles to Bowie, and his role as 

a secret architect of the rock 'n' roll genre itself. 

 
William S. Burroughs's fiction and essays are legendary, but his influence 
on music's counterculture has been less well documented—until now. 
Examining how one of America's most controversial literary figures altered 
the destinies of many notable and varied musicians, William S. Burroughs 
and the Cult of Rock 'n' Roll reveals the transformations in music history 
that can be traced to Burroughs. 

 
A heroin addict and a gay man, Burroughs rose to notoriety outside the 
conventional literary world; his masterpiece, Naked Lunch, was banned on 
the grounds of obscenity, but its nonlinear structure was just as daring as 
its content. Casey Rae brings to life Burroughs's parallel rise to fame 
among daring musicians of the 1960s, '70s, and '80s, when it became a rite 
of passage to hang out with the author or to experiment with his cut-up 
techniques for producing revolutionary lyrics (as the Beatles and 
Radiohead did).  

 
Whether they tell of him exploring the occult with David Bowie, providing 
Lou Reed with gritty depictions of street life, or counseling Patti Smith 
about coping with fame, the stories of Burroughs's backstage impact will 
transform the way you see America's cultural revolution—and the way you 
hear its music. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Casey Rae is the director of music licensing for SiriusXM and a longtime 
music critic whose work has been featured in a wide array of publications. 
His commentary on technology’s impact on creators has appeared on 
NPR and in the New York Times, the Los Angeles Times, the Washington Post, 
Billboard, and other media outlets.  

 

Praise for WILLIAM S. BURROUGHS: 

 
"William S. Burroughs was as much a quiet rock star as he was an artist or 
a writer. His inroads into audio, spoken word, and music created paths 
that we still follow. Casey Rae's book is a labor of love that offers a map to 
understanding Burroughs's complex relationship to music and other art 
forms." – Chris Stein 

 



 

 
 

WATCH ME EAT THIS SANDWICH 
 
By Ben Folds 
 
US publisher: Ballantine / PRH  (North American rights) 
To publish: September 2019 

 
Material available: Proposal available 
                                Edited MS available in March 2019 
 
Rights sold:   UK/Commonwealth (S&S Australia) 

 
The debut book project from singer-songwriter Ben Folds that will 

broadly appeal to not only his millions of fans, but also readers of 

Neil Gaiman, Amanda Palmer, and Nick Hornby. 

 
For the past 23 years, Ben Folds has been revered as an influential and 
critically acclaimed singer-songwriter, best known for his work with the 
trio, Ben Folds Five, producing such evocative hits as the breakthrough 
indie phenomenon “Brick,” the hilarious “Battle of Who Could Care 
Less,” the self-mocking “Rocking the Suburbs,” and the perennial 
romantic hit “The Luckiest,” among others. Although Ben’s genre-
bending music includes bestselling collaborations with icon William 
Shatner, esteemed writers Nick Hornby and Neil Gaiman, and such 
musical luminaries as Regina Spektor, Amanda Palmer, Sara Bareilles, 
Kesha and others, Ben is best known to his millions of fans as a rock anti-
hero, a shrewd observer and passionate storyteller writing with humor, 
vulnerability and candor. 

 
In WATCH ME EAT THIS SANDWICH, Ben takes the astute 
reflections that have made his songs so memorable to create a hilarious, 
insightful, semi-autobiographical collection of interrelated stories that will 
appeal to literary readers and his fans.  

 
Ben Folds is a critically acclaimed singer-songwriter. Before he went solo, 
Folds was the front man and pianist of the alternative rock band Ben 
Folds Five from 1995 to 2000.  

 

HOUSE OF STICKS 
A Memoir 

 

By Ly Tran  
 

US publisher: Scribner / S&S  (North American rights) 
To publish: Fall 2019 

 

Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Spring 2019 

 
Ly Tran recounts an extraordinarily powerful story about the  

immigrant experience that evokes The Glass Castle. 

 
Ly Tran and her three brothers were born in the Mekong Delta region of 
Vietnam. After the fall of Saigon in 1975, Ly and her family emigrated to 
New York City. They arrived in February 1993, leaving rice paddies, 
mango trees, and a hut for a towering building in Brooklyn. Ly had her 
first job in America at the age of four, doing sweatshop labor at home with 
her family.  In time, she and her mother eventually opened up their own 
nail salon. 
 
It was during Ly's time working in the nail salon that she began to 
understand her own past. On days when it was just Ly and her mother, 
they would practice on fake nails as she relayed stories about Ly's brothers 
in Vietnam before she was born, how she swam across the Mekong to 
avoid a lurking matchmaker, or how Ly's grandmother was sold to a 
Cambodian family in exchange for three pigs. 

 

HOUSE OF STICKS is in part about poverty and getting by, and 
hope. As Ly takes us through her journey as a young immigrant, the 
obstacles she faced as a female in her family and in Brooklyn, she reveals 
the mechanisms by which she shielded herself against her harsh reality, and 
the faith that carried her through.  
 
Ly Tran graduated from Columbia University with a degree in Creative 
Writing and Linguistics. She is a recipient of a MacDowell Colony 
Fellowship and an Arts Omi residence. 

 



 

 
 

THE DOCTOR BROAD 
 
By Dr. Barbara Roberts 
 
US publisher: Heliotrope Books (North American rights) 
To publish: Fall 2019 
 

Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in April 2019 
           

Full of colorful characters, rich New England history, a heroine, 

corruption, love and medical drama, this is a book that offers up 

fascinating angles for a wide audience, appealing to readers 

of Havana Nocturne, A Thousand Naked Strangers, as well as 

medical memoirs like Henry Marsh’s Do No Harm. 

 
Raised in a devout Catholic family, Dr. Barbara Roberts, the most senior 
female cardiologist in Rhode Island, shocked her parents when she 
divorced the husband she had married in the early ‘70s and became an 
activist for abortion rights and women’s health. Then, her life took an 
unexpected turn when, in an emergency situation, she took on a 
complicated new patient: Raymond Patriarca, the notorious crime boss of 
the New England Mafia.  
  
A sickly old man, Patriarca was weak with serious heart problems. Barbara 
became his doctor, his protector, and an intimate friend of his family. 
Famous for running everything from shakedown schemes to drug 
smuggling in the “littlest state in the union,” formally accused of two 
murders and suspected in many more, Patriarca treated Barbara to his 
wife’s home-cooked Italian meals and sang “Old Macdonald Had a Farm” 
with her daughter. To complicate matters further, Barbara began an illicit 
love affair with Louis Menarchio, the number three in the New England 
mob, a fugitive from justice facing a long prison sentence.  
 
Dr. Barbara Roberts was the first female adult cardiologist to practice in 
the state of Rhode Island, and she became director of the Women’s 
Cardiac Center at the Miriam Hospital. She was featured on the popular 
podcast Crimetown because of her heart patient Raymond Patriarca, Sr., the 
notorious boss of the Patriarca crime family. 

THE DAYS OF HELEN FRANKENTHALER 

A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Woman 
 
By Alexander Nemerov 
 
US publisher: Penguin Press (North American rights)  
To publish: Fall 2019 
 
Material available: Proposal available 

Edited MS available in Spring 2019 

 
THE DAYS OF HELEN FRANKENTHALER will take readers on 

a cinematic tour of eleven eventful days in the early artistic life of 

Helen Frankenthaler (1928–2011). The narrative will follow this 

astonishingly self-possessed, shrewd, and vibrant heroine as she 

navigates the art world. 

 

THE DAYS OF HELEN FRANKENTHALER will be about being 

young and being an artist, evoking the same romantic feeling for readers as 
Patti Smith’s Just Kids and Anatole Broyard’s When Kafka Was the Rage. But 
not only will Alex craft the eleven chapters to serve as snapshots of days in 
Frankenthaler’s life, he will also focus them to consider different 
dimensions of the creative life, what it means to be a young artist, reveling 
in the peculiar joys and sorrows of devoting oneself wholly to art. In 
Chapter Two, “Revelation,” Frankenthaler will ride arm and arm in an 
elevator with her new boyfriend, preeminent art critic Clement Greenberg, 
to see the new show of Greenberg’s finest discovery—Jackson Pollock—
initiating Frankenthaler’s transfiguration as the wide canvases suddenly 
open new creative vistas in her mind. In Chapter Eight, “Self-Promotion,” 
Frankenthaler will take control of her public image on May 13, 1957 by 
appearing in Life magazine, striking that delicate balance of keeping her 
true self hidden even while advertising herself and her art. 

 
Alexander Nemerov is a professor at Stanford. THE DAYS OF 
HELEN FRANKENTHALER is his first book. 
 

 



 

 
 

UNTITLED MEMOIR 
 
By Tom Selleck 
 
US publisher: Dey Street Books/ HarperCollins (NA rights) 
To publish: Fall 2019 

 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Spring 2019 
 
Rights sold:    Germany (Hannibal) 
  UK (HarperCollins UK) 

 
Tom Selleck’s story is the story of a half-century of Hollywood.  

 
He kicked off his movie career by co-starring with Mae West. He gave 
Frank Sinatra his last acting job, a guest spot on Magnum P.I.. He filmed a 
movie with Marlon Brando—a terrible movie. He met or worked with 
everyone from John Wayne to Farrah Fawcett to F. Murray Abraham to 
Whoopi Goldberg. As a late bloomer in the entertainment industry, Selleck 
was able to grow into a uniquely sensitive performer and person, as well as 
an actor who both embodied and subtly subverted the clichés of onscreen 
manhood. It is also the story of half a century of America: as a Baby 
Boomer who lived through Vietnam and its aftermath, he watched some 
close friends lose their way and others lose their lives.  
 
It’s the story of a man who had to learn how to balance his personal and 
professional lives, and who frequently felt the need to adjust his career to 
protect his family’s privacy and normalcy. And above all, it’s the story of a 
man who has continued to follow his moral compass despite the 
temptations and distractions of the entertainment industry—and who has 
always tried to push himself and his career into new territory. 

 

Tom Selleck is an actor and producer best known for his roles as Thomas 
Magnum on the original Magnum P.I. television series, Dr. Richard Burke, 
Monica’s older boyfriend on Friends, and NYPD Commissioner Frank 
Reagan on the hit crime drama Blue Bloods. He has also made numerous 
films including Three Men and A Baby, in which he played Peter Mitchell, 
The Closer, and Mr. Baseball. 

RECESS 
A Memoir of Education 
 
By Tony Wagner 
 
US publisher: Viking / PRH (World English rights) 
To publish: January 2020 

 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Fall 2019 
 
Rights sold:   Romania (SC Publica) 

 
Evoking Frank McCourt’s Teacher Man, education expert Tony 

Wagner’s memoir RECESS tells the story of his boyhood and difficult 

school years, and Tony’s ultimate realization that his experiences 

were in fact his best possible education for what he does now.   

 
Tony Wagner has a fascinating personal history: he is a multiple high 
school and college dropout who has become one of the world’s top 
education experts. Tony wasn’t happy at all for most of his school years 
and he felt that his most important learning experiences took place outside 
of organized education instead of inside the walls of a school. Yet, today, 
he travels the world, advising many of the world’s governments, and 
keynoting at the most important international education conferences.  

 
At its heart, RECESS asks the “big questions” about schools and 
education, from the importance yet damaging nature of failure, to how 
much freedom students should be given, and how we can best engage 
students by allowing them to follow their passions.  
 

Tony Wagner is currently a Senior Research Fellow at the Learning Policy 
Institute. Tony’s influential and widely read books on schools and 
education include The Global Achievement Gap and Creating Innovators  

 

 

 



 

 
 

LIFE IN THEORY 
 
By Toph Eggers 
 
US publisher: Crown / PRH (North American rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 

 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Fall 2019 

 
Rights sold:    Germany (Piper) 

Holland (Signatuur) 
Italy (Giunti) 
UK / Commonwealth (Oneworld) 

 
Toph Eggers, the younger brother of Dave Eggers who was 

prominently featured in A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering 

Genius, is now thirty-three years old. LIFE IN THEORY is his 

candid memoir of the surreal trajectory of his life and the toll of 

being defined by a persona he did not create. 

 
The publication of A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius by Toph’s 
older brother Dave had profound consequences Toph could not have 
foreseen. It was required reading for his freshman class at college, 
students came to interview him “for extra credit.” A girlfriend broke it 
off with him on the advice of her therapist. What followed is the 
trajectory of a vulnerable young man who increasingly steeled himself 
against any pain. 

 
In many ways, LIFE IN THEORY fills a gap in the world of memoirs. 
Toph’s memoir reaches out to the fans of those book with a candor 
rarely found in memoirs by men.  

 
Toph Eggers is a writer, director, and screenwriter. LIFE IN 

THEORY is his first book. 

 

 

DID I DO GOOD?  
 

By Owen Benjamin  
 
US publisher: W.W. Norton (North American rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 
 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Fall 2019 
  

Up-and-coming comedian Owen Benjamin’s DID I DO GOOD? 

will appeal to readers of Aziz Ansari’s Modern Love and Amy 

Schumer’s The Girl with the Lower-Back Tattoo. 
 
Owen Benjamin is your everyman. He’s good at following directions, 
enjoys putting his body and mind through unnecessary pain, and loves 
naps and high fives. He’s aggressive and determined, and if he’d been 
brought up in a different setting he’d probably be working in a lumber 
yard moving heavy things or playing third string tight end in the Canadian 
Football league.  
 
In other words, Owen’s not a PhD or a personal relations counselor; he’s a 

guy like any other guy–just a hell of a lot funnier. In DID I DO GOOD? 
he’ll use wit and historical evidence to take on the big, age-old questions: 
Why do men with caring girlfriends think their single lives would look like 
AXE Bodyspray commercials? Why do women fantasize about Ted Bundy 
types and not the nice guy at H&R Block? And, why doesn’t glue stick to 
the inside of the bottle?  
 

DID I DO GOOD? will be as practical and constructive as Aziz Ansari’s 
Modern Love; as weird and sincere as Rob Delaney’s Rob Delaney; as sensitive 
as Mike Birbiglia’s Sleepwalk With Me; as personal as Justin Halpern’s I Suck 
At Girls; and as manly as Nick Offerman’s Paddle Your Own Canoe. 
 
Owen Benjamin is a comedian and actor. He’s performed his unique 
stand-up sets on Late Night with Jimmy Fallon, The Tonight Show with Jay 
Leno, Chelsea Lately, Inside Amy Schumer, and Comedy Central Presents: Owen 
Benjamin. DID I DO GOOD? is his first book. 

 



 

 
 

THE EQUIVALENTS 
The Untold Story of the Five Friends Who Started a 
Personal, Political, and Artistic Revolution 
 

By Maggie Doherty 
 
US publisher: Knopf / PRH (North American rights)  
To publish: Spring 2020 
 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Fall 2019 
 

THE EQUIVALENTS will tell the moving and momentous story of 

the first all-women’s artist colony, at the Radcliffe Institute in the 

early 1960s, where the writer Tillie Olsen, poets Maxine Kumin and 

Anne Sexton, painter Barbara Swan, and sculptor Marianna Pineda 

all became friends, collaborators, and conspirators. 

 
All the five Equivalents were wives and mothers who refused the domestic 
limitations that those fixed Mad Men-era identities implied. First and 
foremost, these women were artists who, given money and rooms in 
which to write and think, articulated in prose, sculpture, poetry, paint—
and above all in their friendships—what so many of their silenced sisters 
could not. And it was the all-too-rare community at Radcliffe that assured 
their ascendancy and continuing relevance. 
 

THE EQUIVALENTS will introduce readers to these five women as 
they worked and suffered in isolation, narrate vividly how they entered the 
Radcliffe Institute and why it changed their personal and professional 
lives, and trace their trajectories back into the wider world as their careers 
took off, their friendships frayed, and the women’s liberation movement 
reached a fever pitch. A combination of the personal and the political, it’s 
a story of these five women and also of the history of American women.  
 
Maggie Doherty is a historian, literary scholar, and critic. She received 
her BA from Yale University and her PhD in English from Harvard 
University. Her writing has appeared in Dissent, The New Republic, the Boston 
Review, n+1, and the Times Literary Supplement.  

THE POINTER SISTERS’ FAIRYTALE 
 
By Fritz Pointer & Anita Pointer 
 
US publisher: Wyatt-MacKenzie (World English rights) 
To publish: Fall 2019 
 
Material available: Edited MS available Spring 2019 
           

THE POINTER SISTERS’ FAIRYTALE is a peek behind the 

curtain at the rise of one of America’s most beloved musical acts, four 

sisters from Oakland, California who broke the mold on what it 

meant to be a girl group in the 1970s and 1980s.  

 
This richly-detailed family history follows the sisters from their strict 
upbringing within a tightly-knit church community, to establishing their 
unique sound in the record industry, to their four decades as music 
superstars known for fearlessly tackling new genres and pushing the 
envelope with their music. 
 

Lovingly chronicled by Anita Pointer and her brother, Fritz, THE 

POINTER SISTERS’ FAIRYTALE explores the obstacles the sisters 
faced on their rise up the music charts, the family hardships that at times 
made performing a struggle, and the closed-minded industry gatekeepers 
who didn’t want to gamble on a new sound. Anita and Fritz fearlessly 
permit readers access to all their private struggles and public drama, 
accompanied with personal photographs of the family growing up and 
finding their place in the spotlight. 
 
Anita Pointer, the second eldest sister in the Pointer family, began her 
professional singing career in 1969 when she quit her job as a secretary and 
joined her sisters’ musical act. Her older brother, Fritz Pointer, is a 
professor and author. 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

AUGUST WILSON 

The Kiln in Which He Was Fired 
 

By Patti Hartigan 
 

US publisher: 37 Ink / S&S (North American rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 
 

Material available: Proposal available 
                                Edited MS available in Fall 2019 
 

The first and fully authorized biography of August Wilson by 

veteran theater critic, Patti Hartigan, who has covered August 

Wilson for three decades.  
 
Playwright August Wilson’s story begins with his birth in a two-room 
tenement in Pittsburgh. Wilson’s mother, Daisy, a daughter of 
sharecroppers, was a spirited and disciplined mother who made time 
to play dodgeball and baseball with her children. Wilson’s father, 
German-born, left the family when he was a young boy. These two 
themes of abandonment and a loving, but strict mother play out in 
Wilson’s life and art. 
 
Jazz saved him and by the time he was 37, Wilson was accepted by 
the National Theater Conference at the Eugene O’Neill Theater 
Center. Soon, his plays were produced on Broadway and he was 
receiving Pulitzers and Tony’s. Most important, Wilson changed 
American theater and culture. He set out to write a series of plays 
chronicling the experience of African Americans in the 20th Century, 
and his American Century Cycle is the true attempt at an American 
epic in the vein of Homer, Virgil, and Dante. It is an unprecedented 
achievement. But demons bubbled underneath this 
achievement.  Hartigan tells a fascinating, complicated, page-turning 
biography of extravagant success, internal vulnerability and an ability 
to grow.  
 
Patti Hartigan was a fellow at the Pew Charitable Trust National 
Arts Journalism Program and won the Paul Tobenkin Award from 
Columbia University’s School of Journalism.  

LAUGH LINES  

Forty Years of Making Funny People Funnier 
 

By Alan Zweibel 

 
US publisher: Abrams (World English rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 

 
Material available:  Proposal available 
                                 Edited MS available in Fall 2019 

 
In 1975, 25-year-old Alan Zweibel was brought onto Saturday Night 

Live, a TV show that not only changed the course of comedy history, 

but also launched Alan’s stratospheric comedy writing career that 

has lasted for more than forty years. 

 
In LAUGH LINES, Zweibel takes the reader on a tour of the cultural 
history of the past forty years of comedy and, in particular, comedy 
writing, using his personal experience as someone who had to endlessly 
twist, tweak and contort himself to not only understand what comedy 
audiences were looking for, but to always be on the cutting edge.  
 
Appealing to fans of Judd Apatow’s Sick In the Head and Billy Crystal’s Still 
Foolin ‘Em: Where I’ve Been, Where I’m Going and Where the Hell Are My Keys?, 
Zweibel’s hilarious trip down comedy memory lane demystifies the life of 
a working comedy writer (explaining the day-to-day in writer’s rooms, for 
example) not just through his own experience, but also through detailed 
interviews with such friends and legends as Carl Reiner, Larry David, Billy 
Crystal, Judd Apatow, and others.   

 
Alan Zweibel is a TV writer, playwright, bestselling author, and an 
original Saturday Night Live writer. He has won multiple Emmy, Writers 
Guild of America, and TV Critics awards as well as the Writer’s Guild East 
Lifetime Achievement Award for his work in television and the stage, 
which includes It’s The Garry Shandling Show, Curb Your Enthusiasm, and 700 
Sundays with Billy Crystal. 

 



 

 
 

THE EDUCATION OF KIM JONG-UN  
 

By Jung Pak  
 
US publisher: Ballantine / PRH (North American rights)   
To publish: Spring 2020 
 
Material available: Proposal available              
          Edited MS available in Summer 2019 
 
Rights sold: Finland (Otava) 
          Germany (DuMont) 
          Holland (Prometheus)    
  Norway (Pantagruel) 
             UK/Commonwealth (Oneworld) 

 

In THE EDUCATION OF KIM JONG-UN, former CIA analyst 

and current Brookings Scholar Jung Pak will write the definitive 

work on North Korea’s enigmatic leader.  

 
The mysterious, brutal, and calculating Kim Jong-Un has captured the 
world’s attention. He now possesses weaponry capable of threatening 
America and its allies, and his actions have already significantly changed 
global politics. It’s believed that Kim Jong-Un is in his early thirties, still 
only a few years into what will likely be decades of leadership. He is in the 
news almost every day, and yet we know almost nothing about him and 
how he became the supreme leader of the hermit kingdom.  
  
Jung Pak’s analysis has informed the highest levels of U.S. policymaking 
on North Korea. She has been at the forefront of the entire U.S. 
intelligence community’s strategic plans from the beginning of Kim Jong-
Un’s rule. For the first time, this book puts together the vast amount of 
reporting on North Korea and provides insight from the mind of a CIA 
analyst who has been through the past seven years with Kim Jong-Un. 
 

Jung Pak has held senior positions at the CIA and the Office of the 
Director of National Intelligence (ODNI). She is now a senior fellow in at 
Brookings Institution’s Center for East Asia Policy Studies. THE 
EDUCATION OF KIM JONG-UN is her first book. 

GUCCI TO GOATS 

A Memoir 
 
By Jake Keiser 
 
US publisher: The Dial Press / PRH (North American rights)   
To publish: Spring 2020 
 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Fall 2019 

 
GUCCI TO GOATS is an enchanting memoir by a city girl who 

leaves behind a six-figure salary to move by herself to a farm in the 

middle of Mississippi. Jake Keiser’s story is for folks who dream of 

reconnecting with nature, like readers of The Hidden Life of Trees 

by Peter Wohlleben and On Trails by Robert Moor. It’s for people 

who are looking for inspiration and flock to memoirs by powerful, 

risk-taking women, like Cheryl Strayed or Elizabeth Gilbert.  
 
Jake Keiser was living the high life in Tampa, Florida, running a high-
powered PR firm and juggling drinks dates, shopping sprees, and charity 
galas. But at age 38, following a failed marriage, a series of painful 
miscarriages, and a blistering breakup, she begins to suffer from extreme 
anxiety. Hit with the realization that no amount of Botox can fill the hole 
in her heart, she longs for something money can’t buy. Which leads her to 
the impulse purchase of a lifetime: a farm of her own.  
 
Through trial by fire, Jake learns to fix a well, weatherproof a house, and 
muck out a stall. She learns to haul wood, shoot a gun, and kill a snake. 
And she learns to care for over 75 animals—hens, geese, chickens, turkeys, 
goats, and quail. But scarred by a fresh heartbreak and haunted by the 
accumulated pain of her past, Jake hits rock bottom. With nowhere left to 
run, she’s finally forced to confront a bracing reality—the farm can’t save 
her. Only she can save herself. 
 
Jake Keiser moved to Mississippi in November 2012, and shortly 

thereafter began her blog documenting farming life. GUCCI TO 

GOATS is her first book. 



 

 
 

REBEL TO AMERICA 
A Memoir of an Uprising 
 
By Kareem “Tef Poe” Jackson 
 
US publisher: W.W. Norton (North American rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 

 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Fall 2019 

 
REBEL TO AMERICA is the story of a young man coming of age in 

the beating heart of Saint Louis, Missouri. It’s a generational story 

about black culture between the coasts; about the clash between 

youths and the police; about loving families and dangerous gangs; 

about hope and hip hop and a new civil rights movement coming 

alive in the American Midwest.  

 
Through his story, Tef explores the history of the community from which 
he came. He delivers a rich portrait of a city divided by race. He captures 
stories about his brothers, his ride-or-die friends, his girlfriends who made 
him into a man, the golden age of open mics in the U-City loop, a 
legendary destination for aspiring artists, and the spirit of revolution that 
culminated in the uprising in Ferguson and the dawn of a new black 
consciousness.  

 
Rapper and 2018 Nasir Jones Fellow at Harvard University, Tef Poe’s 
work has been featured in Time, Vice, XXL, Billboard, Rolling Stone, Atlanta 
Black Star, and The Source. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

UNTITLED MEMOIR 
 

By Barry Sonnenfeld 
 

US publisher: Hachette Books (North American rights)  
To publish: Spring 2020 
 

Material available: Proposal available 
                                Edited MS available in Fall 2019 

 

In the style of David Sedaris’s Me Talk Pretty One Day, comes famed 

film and television director (the nine feature films he’s directed have 

grossed over $2 billion) Barry Sonnenfeld’s hilarious, wacky memoir, 

which also broadens out from Barry’s upbringing as the smothered 

only-child of neurotic, oppressive Jewish parents in the Washington 

Heights neighborhood of Manhattan, to recount his singular 

experiences with many of the most famous people in the world. 

The basic narrative arc will take Barry from childhood (which is 
reminiscent of something out of a Woody Allen movie) and into early 
adulthood in Manhattan of the ‘60s and ‘70s—up to the afternoon in 1982 
on which he had his first inkling of success: the debut (with Joel and 
Ethan Coen) of Blood Simple at the New York Film Festival.  

But his stories also take you places you don’t necessarily expect to go, and 
that is the key to their entertainment value and their power. It’s Barry’s 
(sometime lengthy) asides—apparent tangents from the main story line—
in which both comic delights and the surprising emotional depths of his 
story are found.  

Barry’s storytelling ability arises from both the unusual life he’s lived and 
his irrepressible perspective on it. And the breadth of his experience of 
Hollywood is reminiscent of the memoirs of many of the titans of the 
entertainment industry. 

Barry Sonnenfeld is a film and television director. Among his film credits 
are the three Men in Black movies; the two Addams Family movies; and Get 
Shorty. For television he has directed and produced Pushing Daisies and A 
Series of Unfortunate Events, among many others. 



 

 
 

THIS IS BIG 
 

By Marisa Meltzer 
 
US publisher: Little, Brown (North American rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 

 
Material available: Proposal available 
                                Edited MS available in Summer 2019 

 
Rights sold:  UK/Commonwealth (Chatto & Windus / PRH UK) 

 

THIS IS BIG is a charming and candid reported homage—in the 

style of  Julie and Julia—about fashion and beauty journalist Marisa 

Meltzer's obsession with the late, legendary Jean Nidetch, 

the overweight housewife from Queens, NY who in 1963 

founded what would become a billion-dollar international 

wellness empire: Weight Watchers.  

 
Before Oprah, Martha, and Gwyneth there was Jean Nidetch. With the 
founding of Weight Watchers, Jean became one of the most influential and 
consequential figures of the 20th century, helping to open a Pandora's Box 
of possibilities and expectations for women's bodies that still 
reverberate today.  

 

THIS IS BIG will tell Jean Nidetch's unlikely, thrilling Cinderella story, 
from her modest childhood in Queens to her dizzying heights of fame in 
Hollywood and Vegas, to her twilight years in a retirement home in 
Florida. The biography will also follow Marisa Meltzer, a clear-eyed but 
still hopeful journalist, through one year of Weight Watchers in the heart 
of New York City. She's the same age as Jean was when her life radically 
changed—39. Marisa hopes her life and body will change, too. She will be 
unstintingly honest about it all, in the spirit of Lindy West’s Shrill. 

 
Marisa Meltzer is a columnist for The New York Times Styles section. She is 
the author of Girl Power: Feminism, Music, and Marketing in the Nineties. 

 

UNTITLED MEMOIR 
 

By Betsey Johnson 
 
US publisher: Viking / PRH (North American rights)  
To publish: Spring 2020 
 
Material available: Proposal available 
                                Edited MS available in Fall 2019 

 

Throughout her decades-long career, inimitable fashion designer 

Betsey Johnson has taken pride in producing fun but rule-breaking 

clothing at an accessible price and also running her own company 

while turning down multiple offers to sell. 

 
Betsey Johnson means different things to different generations: to older 
gals she’s the renegade single mother who palled around with Warhol, 
Edie Sedgwick, Twiggy, and The Velvet Underground and built an empire 
from scratch. To the younger crowd she’s the designer of their prom 
dresses and the line of clothing at Macy’s based on the recent Dreamworks 
movie Trolls. Betsey is and has always been the quintessential designer for 
the odd ball, the eccentric, and the girl willing to take risks.  

  

Though Betsey’s public image is that of the playful, colorful iconoclast, her 
book will take the reader behind the tutu and delve deeply into what it 
took to go from a white picket fence childhood in Connecticut to 
graduating Phi Beta Kappa from Syracuse University to becoming an 
internationally known force in a tough, competitive business. Betsey talks 
insightfully about Manhattan’s downtown scene in the 60s, starting her 
own company from scratch after designing successfully for multiple other 
companies, body image, love, divorce, single motherhood, and her bout 
with breast cancer. Her book will also include stories of her business ups 
and downs and reinventions (including bankruptcy), and finally leaving her 
beloved New York behind for the life of a Malibu grandmother. Betsey 
has been approached by publishers about a memoir for many years but 
wasn’t ready to look back until now.  

 
Betsey Johnson is an internationally renowned fashion designer. 



 

 
 

NOTHING PERSONAL 
 
By Nancy Jo Sales 
 
US publisher: Hachette (North American rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 

 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Fall 2019 
 

NOTHING PERSONAL is part raw personal narrative detailing 

one women’s unfiltered, timely truth about sex, men, love, and power 

in the city and Silicon Valley, and part blistering, meticulously 

documented exposé on Big Dating and how it monetizes and 

facilitates rape culture. 

 
Nancy Jo Sales was first on the scene with her internet-breaking 
investigative articles for Vanity Fair on social media and Big Dating, 
making national headlines and igniting debate. But all the while that she 
was telling on Silicon Valley, Sales had a secret: she herself had become 
utterly addicted to dating apps and the sex she found there with much-
younger men. Lots of younger men. And it was making her insane.  
 
At the age of 50, before almost anyone her age was yet on Tinder or 
Bumble or Hinge, Sales couldn’t get off the apps. Even though the sex was 
mostly hilariously bad and sometimes even dangerous. Even though she 
was often harassed online and in person by the young men she met, not 
for being older (they loved that about her) but for not getting naked fast 
enough, for not catering to their every sexual whim. As Nancy Jo dug 
deeper with her reporting and discovered dark truths about the apps, she 
knew she should just delete them for her sanity and safety. But she didn’t. 
And her double life continued, until she fell deeply in—and out—of love 
with a 23-year-old man named Caleb. 

 

Nancy Jo Sales is an award-winning journalist, bestselling author, and 
filmmaker. She’s renowned for two decades of articles on youth culture, 
technology, crime, art and celebrity for major publications, including 
Vanity Fair, where she’s a Contributing Editor. 

FREE FALL 
 
By Ruthie Ackerman 
 
US publisher: HarperOne / HarperCollins (North American rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 

 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Fall 2019 

 
Ruthie thought she’d found not just a partner, but a soulmate in her 

boyfriend Andrew. But after a whirlwind six months of dating, 

Andrew committed suicide.  

 

A narrative that reads more like a suspense thriller than a memoir, FREE 

FALL follows Ruthie in both the minutes and hours after Andrew’s 
disappearance and in the weeks and months after his suicide, as she asks 
two question: where is Andrew? And then: who was Andrew? The first 
question holds you enthralled as Ruthie scrambles to contact Andrew’s 
friends and coworkers. In trying to answer the second, Ruthie finds herself 
reaching out to Andrew’s ex-wife and ex-girlfriends only to discover that 
the man she thought she loved was not who he pretended to be.  
 

FREE FALL intricately interweaves several timelines, the present as 
Ruthie tries to find the answers to her questions, and the past—the reality 
of her fairytale romance with Andrew, her toxic relationship with her 
mentally ill mother, and her own quest to have the life she dreams of. At 
38 years old and well into a successful career as a journalist, Ruthie had, as 
Gloria Steinem wrote, “become the men we wanted to marry.” Yet despite 
a life filled with professional success, financial security, and wonderful 
friends, Ruthie feels as though she has failed. Like so many other women 
she believed the myth that in order to live a truly successful and fulfilling 
life, she needed to achieve the two M’s: marriage and motherhood.  
 
Ruthie Ackermann is the deputy editor at Women@Forbes. She has 
worked at Forbes and Dow Jones and is the  recipient of a Pulitzer Center on 
Crisis Writing Fellowship and Johns Hopkins University’s International 
Reporting Project fellowship. 



 

 
 

FLIGHT PLAN 
 
By Kendra Atleework 
 
US publisher: Algonquin (North American rights)  
To publish: Spring 2020 
 
Material available: Proposal available 

Edited MS available in Fall 2019 
 

FLIGHT PLAN is an extraordinary mirroring of the spirit and losses 

of a family, reflected in the spirit and losses of a landscape—a 

gorgeously written, poignant narrative of a young woman 

discovering solace in the natural world.  
 

Kendra grew up in an isolated redwood house in Swall Meadows, in the 
Owens Valley of the Eastern Sierra Nevada, where annual rainfall averages 
five inches and in drought years measures closer to zero. Her family raised 
their children to thrive in this harsh landscape, forever at the mercy of 
wildfires, blizzards, and gale-force winds. But when Kendra was six, her 
mother was diagnosed with a rare autoimmune disease. It turned to cancer, 
and she eventually passed when Kendra was sixteen. Kendra took flight 
from her bereft family, escaping to the enemy city of Los Angeles. 
 
Kendra’s flight and return are as inspiring as they are heartbreaking. Like 

the best memoirs, FLIGHT PLAN is far more than a personal story. In a 
brilliant convergence, it delves into history and culture and the glories and 
fragility of the natural world. Kendra’s voice glides effortlessly from 
luminous to fierce, intimate to investigative, funny to poignant to 
philosophical. Like Wild, Flight Plan is a story of flight and return, 
emptiness and bounty, and the true meaning of home. 
 
Kendra Atleework received her MFA in creative writing from the 
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, and is the recipient of the Ellen 
Meloy Desert Writer Award and the AWP Into Journals Project Award.  
Her work has appeared in the The Best American Essays 2015, The Atlantic, 
and elsewhere. 

 

SPACE IS THE PLACE 

The Lives and Times of Sun Ra 

 
US publisher: Pantheon 1997, revised and updated edition Duke 
University Press 2020 (North American rights) 
To publish: Fall 2020 
 

Material available: Edited MS available 
  
Rights sold:    Italy (Minimum Fax) 

UK / Commonwealth (Canongate) 
 

Reissued over twenty years after its original printing, the revised and 

updated edition of SPACE IS THE PLACE brings Sun Ra into the 

twenty-first century. A brand-new introduction considers the 

musician’s life within the context of Afrofuturism and the current 

state of race politics. 

 

SPACE IS THE PLACE is the definitive biography of "one of the great 
big-band leaders, pianists, and surrealists of jazz" (New York Times). Hailed 
as the “missing link between Duke Ellington and Public Enemy” (Rolling 
Stone), Sun Ra, a.k.a. Herman Poole “Sonny” Blount (1914-1993), was a 
composer, keyboardist, bandleader, philosopher, poet, and self-claimed 
extraterrestrial from Saturn. As the leader of the “Intergalactic Arkestra,” a 
band of more than thirty musicians, he was unparalleled for his purposeful 
outlandishness and exerted a powerful influence over a vast array of artists. 
Considered by many to be the founding figure of Afrofuturism, he 
composed a musical philosophy that extends beyond the international to 

the interplanetary. SPACE IS THE PLACE reveals the life, philosophy, 
and musical growth of one of the twentieth century’s greatest and most 
outrageous avant-garde musicians. 
 

John Szwed was director of the Center for Jazz Studies and is a former 
professor of Music and Jazz Studies at Columbia University in New York; 
he is also the former John M. Musser Professor of Anthropology, African 
American Studies, and Film Studies at Yale University.  

 

 



 

 
 

I REGRET I AM ABLE TO ATTEND 
 

By Jessica Craig-Martin 
 
US publisher: Spiegel & Grau / PRH (World English rights) 
To publish: Fall 2020 

 
 Material available: Proposal available 
                                 Edited MS available in Spring 2020 

 
Famed photographer Jessica Craig-Martin chronicled New York 

City’s society gatherings (uptown and downtown) for fifteen years. 

Like Marilyn Minter, Lauren Greenfield, and Nan Goldin, Jessica 

has used her lens to burst the bubbles of fashion, wealth, and social 

status.  

 
A stealth, gimlet-eyed sociologist masquerading as a party photographer 
whose work appears in the permanent collections of The Guggenheim, 
The Whitney, The New Museum, The Saatchi Collection, among others, 
Jessica’s visual talent for observing and documenting human behavior and 
society is matched equally by her talents as a writer. In her memoir, she 
turns the lens on herself, and recounts a latchkey bohemian childhood in 
the 1970s as the precocious offspring of two free spirited artists (her father 
is the acclaimed painter Sir Michael Craig Martin). Her account of growing 
up between London and New York’s Soho is a vivid social and cultural 
history of 70s and 80s bohemia.  

 
She offers a snapshot of a now almost mythic moment in New York City 
history that she witnessed almost by accident, from selling seafood to Jean 
Michel Basquiat in the early days of Dean & Deluca to working for Anna 
Wintour as an assistant at British Vogue. Her social satire follows in the 
footsteps of Nora Ephron and Fran Liebowitz, barbed yet deeply human; 
this is the story of a clever yet self-doubting young woman trying to find 
her place in the world with little adult instruction or supervision. 

 
Jessica Craig-Martin is a photographer whose work appears in 
permanent collections. Her photography has appeared in Vogue, New York, 
Vanity Fair, and The New Yorker. 

BETTER THAN WE WERE 

 
By Eliese Goldbach 
 
US publisher: Flatiron Books / Macmillan (North American rights) 
To publish: Fall 2020  
 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available Spring 2020 
 
Rights sold:  UK/Commonwealth (Quercus) 
          

Raw and luminous, part memoir, part social commentary, it explores 

our nation’s most pressing issues in an attempt to amplify our 

understanding of one another across the divide. 

 
When Eliese Goldbach was nine years old, she decided to become a 
Catholic nun. Twenty years later, she found herself making steel in the 

Rust Belt during the 2016 election season. BETTER THAN WE WERE 

is a coming of age memoir framed by Eliese’s experiences as a steelworker 
in the Rust Belt. Much of Eliese’s life connects the identities that seem to 
be driving our country apart. She’s a former Republican turned Democrat; 
a feminist with Christian roots; a blue-collar Millennial with a master’s 
degree. Anti-abortion—until she herself was subjected to sexual 
violence—a supporter of the right to choose. She’s a native Ohioan who’s 
never left. She doesn’t fit neatly into any one box. 
  

Appealing to readers of Hillbilly Elegy and Educated, BETTER THAN WE 

WERE explores Eliese’s transformation from far-right to left-of-center. 
It’s a rally cry to a nation at a crossroads. Time and time again, the mill 
teaches Eliese that our true power doesn’t come when we agree. It comes 
when we stand together. 
 
Eliese Goldbach received an MFA from the Northeast Ohio Master of 
Fine Arts Program, a Ploughshares Emerging Writer’s Award, and a Walter 
Rumsey Marvin Grant from the Ohioana Library Association. Her writing 
has appeared in Ploughshares, Alaska Quarterly Review, McSweeney’s Internet 
Tendency, Best American Essays, and beyond. 



 

 
 

MUHAMMED THE PROPHET 

 
By Mohamad Jebara 
 
US publisher: St. Martin’s / Macmillan (North American rights) 
To publish: Fall 2020 

 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Spring 2020 
 
Rights sold:  Portugal (Saida de Emergencia) 

 
He’s been described as a ruthless warrior and a tree-hugging 

peacenik, a radical fundamentalist and a transcendent prophet. The 

culmination of 27 years of research, MUHAMMED THE 

PROPHET will tell the gripping story of Muhammad as he’s never 

been seen before.  

 
For the first time in Western literature, we’ll see Muhammad as a young 
orphan struggling to make his late-mother proud; a rebellious teenager 
bucking up against tradition; and an idyllic man fighting to promote 
liberty, innovation, equality, and a constitutional government a thousand 
years before the Age of Enlightenment. We’ll meet the women who acted 
as his advisors and partners; the social outcasts who became his followers 
and supporters; and the old guard elite who opposed his every move.  
  
By rigorously analyzing over 5,000 sources—examining the cultural 
context, historical record, and usage of Arabic and Semitic languages—
Jebara will correct misinformation and fill in key narrative gaps. Though 
Western historians have done important work in this area, they simply 
don’t have the expertise or training to dig up old archives, vet out 
etymological inconsistencies, or create full-bodied characters This will be 
the first account written by someone who can understand the material on 
its own terms, and the first account that comes to life. 
  
Mohamad Jebara is an Arab language specialist and scholar of Islamic 
studies and the former Chief Imam of Ottawa. He’s earned Ijazah (formal 
Islamic academic certifications) in Arabic, Qur`anic Studies, and various 
Mathahib (schools of Islamic jurisprudence).  

RHAPSODY 
The Life and Legacy of Freddie Mercury 
 
By Jason King 
 
US publisher: Dey Street / HarperCollins (North American rights)  
To publish: Fall 2020 

 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Spring 2020 
 
Rights sold:   Holland (Xander) 
  Russia (Eskmo) 
  UK/Commonwealth (Bloomsbury UK) 
 

Have you ever tried to explain, let alone sing the words to, 

Bohemian Rhapsody? It’s a “delirious puzzle”, much like the creator 

himself—one of pop music’s most misinterpreted and misunderstood 

stars.  

 

Twenty-seven years after his death from AIDS, Mercury’s fans are still 
trying to figure out this complex and multi-layered celebrity, one who 
deliberately concealed his true self from the public for the duration of his 

career. Jason King will reveal that self in RHAPSODY, the first serious, 
sustained, and in-depth critical biography of the singer, a book that will 
finally capture Mercury in all his many dimensions.  
 

RHAPSODY will be more than a standard bio; King intends to illustrate 
how Mercury operated in four different but interrelated closets through his 
professional career.  Mercury was closeted about his queer sexuality, his 
nationality, his ethnic and racial background, and his AIDS diagnosis. King 
will argue that the closet, for Mercury, was a place of possibility from 
which he could stage his momentous career. He valued privacy and 
mystery and from that created a compelling and meaningful public life.   
 
Jason King, who holds a Ph.D. from NYU, is a musician, DJ, producer, 
curator, writer, and Associate Professor of The Clive Davis Institute of 
Recorded Music at New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts. 

 



 

 
 

HOW TO SAY BABYLON 
 

By Safiya Sinclair 
 
US publisher: 37 Ink (Atria) / Simon & Schuster (NA rights)  
To publish: Fall 2020 
 
Material available: Proposal available 

Edited MS available in Spring 2020 
 
Rights sold:  UK/Commonwealth (Picador UK)  
 

Safiya Sinclair was born into a strict Rastafarian family in Montego 

Bay, where luxury hotels line pristine beaches. But Safiya’s Jamaica 

is not the island paradise of tourist brochures and bouncy reggae. On 

this heavily Christian island, Rastas were literally outlawed as a 

religious minority, living in poverty in an isolated world of rigid 

patriarchal rule.  

 
Safiya’s father, a hot-tempered itinerant reggae musician, adhered to the 
Rasta belief that women are wholly subordinate to men, morally weak and 
impure. But when Safiya’s father was on the road, her mother brought the 
world beyond to her very bright children. Safiya’s imagination leapt 
beyond its restrictive borders, and she began to rebel. With defiance came 
clashes with her father, whose paranoia exploded in increasing violence.  
 

Safiya’s extraordinary journey to selfhood takes readers beyond the 
experience of one family’s history and inside a world few of us understand. 
The legacy of colonialism is echoed in the oppressive religion in which she 
was raised. The social isolation of her family is echoed in her personal 
isolation from her religion and the society that disdained her. Her coming 
into her own as an independent woman is mirrored in the island’s 
liberation from England. Above all, the beauty of her relationship with her 
mother is echoed in the beauty of the island itself.  Like Tara Westover’s 

inspiring Educated and Jeanette Walls’s The Glass Castle, BABYLON is the 
story of one girl’s fiery determination to live life on her own terms.  
 
Safiya Sinclair is the author of the award-winning poetry collection 
Cannibal.  

THE GLASS OF FASHION   
A Lifetime of Lessons in Style   
  
By Hamish Bowles  
 
US publisher: Knopf / PRH (North American rights)   
To publish: Spring 2021 

 
Material available: Proposal available              
          Edited MS available in Fall 2020 

 
Rights sold:   UK/Commonwealth (Little, Brown UK)  
  
Mixing encyclopedic knowledge and boundless curiosity, Hamish 

Bowles brings us into a world where fashion, style, and history 

collide.   

  
Hamish Bowles began his storied fashion career by creating a makeshift 
fontange at age four. He then won a British Vogue talent contest at age 
fourteen and went on to become the youngest fashion director ever at 
Harpers & Queen at age twenty-two. Now International Editor at Large at 

Vogue, THE GLASS OF FASHION is Hamish’s collection of the 
equivalent of four PhDs in fashion, interior design, decorative arts, and 
architecture.   

  
In THE GLASS OF FASHION, Hamish will take the reader on an 
international journey narrated through a pastiche of people, places, 
personal moments, and professional opinion. Wielding his erudite, yet 
playful writing, Hamish keenly explores the spaces between style, fashion, 
and culture. Not just for fashion insiders, this is a book aimed for the 
culturally curious, creatively ambitious, and style obsessed—from a man 
who has learned from the most significant tastemakers of the last several 
decades.   

 
Hamish Bowles has been the editor-at-large for Vogue since 1995. 

 

 



 

 
 

SEARCHING FOR DU BOIS 
 
By Henry Louis Gates, Jr. 
 
US publisher: Penguin Press / PRH (North American rights) 
To publish: Spring 2021 

 
Material available: Edited MS available in Fall 2020 

 
SEARCHING FOR DU BOIS is the story of an impassioned lifelong 

quest to understand one of our most enigmatic historical figures—by 

one of today’s most distinguished public intellectuals.  

 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., first saw a photograph of W.E.B. Du Bois in an 
American history textbook, circa 1968, when Gates was a student at Yale. 
This chance encounter with the famed civil rights activist set Gates on a 
lifelong journey to explore, chronicle, grapple with, and perpetuate Du 
Bois’ legacy.  
 

SEARCHING FOR DU BOIS  will accompany Gates as he hitchhikes 
from Dar es Salaam to Kinshasa by land and river, and then to Accra to 
see Du Bois’s first grave. We’ll watch Gates endeavor to master Du Bois’s 
work as an undergraduate at Yale, at Cambridge as a graduate student, and 
then as a professor teaching Du Bois’ work throughout his time at Yale, 
Cornell, Duke, and now Harvard. And we’ll follow Gates as time and 
again throughout his brilliant career he is influenced and guided by his 

deep personal interest Du Bois. SEARCHING FOR DU BOIS will be a 
tour de force of self-reflection and lifelong learning from one of our most 
eminent scholars.  
 

Henry Louis Gates, Jr., is an Emmy Award-winning filmmaker, literary 
scholar, journalist and cultural critic, Professor Gates has authored or co-
authored 21 books and created fifteen documentary films, including 
Finding Your Roots, his groundbreaking genealogy series now in its third 
season on PBS. The recipient of 55 honorary degrees and prizes, Professor 
Gates was a member of the first class awarded “genius grants” by the 
MacArthur Foundation in 1981, and in 1998, he became the first African 
American scholar to be awarded the National Humanities Medal.  

BLACK AND WHITE 
How Frederick Douglass and William Lloyd Garrison 
Defeated Slavery 
 
By Linda Hirshman 
 
US publisher: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt (North American rights) 
To publish: Fall 2021 
 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Spring 2021 

 
The story of how two second-generation founding fathers, the unsung 

heroes of American history, wouldn’t stop fighting until all men were 

“forever free.”  

 

BLACK AND WHITE will tell the interwoven stories of the iconic 
orator and memoirist Frederick Douglass and the foremost white 
abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison by zeroing in on the almost thirty 
years during which the two men worked side by side, and then on different 
sides, to end slavery.  

 
By looking at these formative years—which begin when Douglass is in his 
early 20s and Garrison is in his mid-30s—Linda animates the unexplored 
mentor/protégée dynamic and brings clarity and depth to the evolving 
friendship-turned-rivalry. She also introduces a new character, the 
aristocratic, self-righteous female abolitionist, Maria Weston Chapman, 
whose commitment to the cause, and hostility toward Douglass, played a 
hitherto unexamined role in the movement. 

 
Linda Hirshman is an American lawyer, pundit, and the author of 
Victory: The Triumphant Gay Revolution, Get to Work: A Manifesto For Women of 
the World, The Woman's Guide to Law School, and Hard Bargains: The Politics of 
Sex. 

 

 



 

 
 

CONQUERING ALEXANDER 
 
By Elizabeth Samet 
 
US publisher: Liveright / W.W. Norton (World English rights) 
To publish: Winter 2022 
 
Material available: Proposal available 

Edited MS available in Spring 2021 

 
CONQUERING ALEXANDER will trace the life of Alexander the 

Great, the charismatic world conqueror, of which he is the historical 

original. Elizabeth aims to write a comprehensive and subversive 

retelling of the many different lives of Alexander to be found in 

history, fiction, and popular culture. 

 

Obsessed with fame in an ancient culture where the battlefield was the 
surest place to win it, Alexander spent his entire adult life on campaign. 
During its 13-year campaign, Alexander’s army marched over 20,000 miles, 
through most of the regions where the US has concentrated its military 
energies since 2001. He was there before us. 

 
In our present moment, so alive to the idea of “greatness,” an examination 
of Alexander and his myth can open a rich discussion about both the 
personal and national ambition to be great. Alexander’s life is the template 
against which those of subsequent conquerors from Julius Caesar to 
Genghis Khan to Napoleon have been compared. Alexander’s career, like 
that of Caesar, became a lesson in the dangers of a military despot. 
However, political and cultural trends suggest a surprising hunger for 
latter-day Alexanders. 
 
An English professor at West Point, Elizabeth Samet received her BA 
from Harvard and her PhD from Yale. Soldier’s Heart won the Los Angeles 
Times Book Prize for Current Interest and was also named one of The New 
York Times’s 100 Notable Books in 2007. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

UPCOMING SELF-HELP / MINDFULNESS 
TITLES 

 

LATE BLOOMERS 
The Power of Patience in a World Obsessed with Early 
Achievement 
 

By Rich Karlgaard 
 

US publisher: Currency / PRH (North American rights) 
To publish: April 2019 
 

Material available: Final MS available 

 
Rights sold:    China (Beijing Mediatimes) 
               Korea (Korean Economic Daily)  

Israel (Matar) 
Japan (Tatsumi) 
Russia (Eksmo) 

            Taiwan (Prophet Press) 
 

An exploration of what it means to be a late bloomer in a world 

obsessed with early success, and it can lead to long-term achievement 

and happiness. 

 

We live in a society where kids and parents are obsessed with early 
achievement, from getting into top-rated colleges to landing an amazing 
job at Google or Facebook—or even better, creating a startup with the 
potential to be the next Google. We see coders becoming millionaires or 
even billionaires before age 30 and feel we are failing if we are not one of 
them But there is good news. A lot of us—most of us—do not explode 
out of the gates in life. That was true for author Rich Karlgaard, who had a 
mediocre academic career at Stanford, and after graduating, worked 
various odd jobs before finally finding the inner motivation and drive that 
ultimately led him to start up a high-tech magazine in Silicon Valley, and 
eventually to become the publisher of Forbes magazine. 
 

Rich Karlgaard, publisher of Forbes, is an entrepreneur, business thought 
leader, and the previous author of Soft Edge, Life 2.0, and Team Genius. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Praise for LATE BLOOMERS: 
 

“Drawing on a deep reservoir of science, Karlgaard shows that many of 
us…peak well after our wunderkind years as we acquire the wisdom, 
resilience, and equanimity necessary for genuine achievement.” – Daniel 

H. Pink, author of When and Drive 
 
"Shines a much-needed light on an essential human truth—that each one 
of us can realize our gifts and unlock our full potential, whether we're an 
early achiever or a late bloomer." – Arianna Huffington 
 
“[S]poke to me deeply as a parent of two millennials and as a coach to 
many new college grads…a bracing tonic for the anxiety they are 

swimming through." – Robin Wolaner, founder of Parenting magazine 
 



 

 
 

ENERGY MEDICINE 

The Science and Mystery of Healing 
 

By Dr. Jill Blakeway 
 
US publisher: HarperCollins (North American rights) 
To publish: April 2019 
 
Material available: Edited MS available  
 
Rights sold:    France (Editions Leduc) 
  Spain (Urano) 
             UK/Commonwealth (Scribe) 

 

Today, more of us than ever are discovering the curative powers of 

energy medicine. Scientific studies continue to confirm its validity, 

and medical doctors are regularly prescribing treatments such as 

acupuncture to their patients. But what exactly is energy medicine, 

and how does it work? 

 
Acupuncturist and Traditional Chinese Medicine scholar Jill Blakeway has 
been treating patients for more than twenty-five years. For Jill, the term 
“energy medicine” refers to the wide range of healing modalities used to 
diagnose and treat illness by manipulating the vital life force referred to as 
“qi” that pulses through the cells of our bodies. Moving from her own 
clinic to the halls of academia, Jill talks to top healers, researchers, and 
practitioners—from the Stanford and Princeton professors researching the 
physics behind energy medicine and healing; to a Chinese Qi Gong master 
who manifests healing herbs directly from her palm; to a team of skeptical 
scientists who use “hands on” healing to repeatedly cure mammary cancer 
in mice.  
 
Lively, entertaining, and informative, told in Jill’s funny, relatable, and 

wholly grounded voice, ENERGY MEDICINE bridges the gap between 
science and spirituality and offers a persuasive, evidence-based case that 
advances this ancient healing practice. 
 

Dr. Jill Blakeway is the founder and director of the YinOva Center in 
New York City. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Praise for ENERGY MEDICINE: 
 
“[A] book that will uplift , inspire, and hopefully convince us all to 
reconsider what we believe is possible with our health.” – Christiane 

Northrup, New York Times bestselling author of Women’s Bodies, 

Women’s Wisdom 
 
“As entertaining as it is rigorous, this is a book that both educates and 

enlightens.” – Frank Lipman, MD, author of The New Health Rules 
 
“A fascinating and illuminating read from one of the country’s top 
practitioners of energy medicine.” – Mark Hyman, MD, bestselling 

author of Eat Fat, Get Thin  
 
 



 

 
 

WAITING IN THE WINGS 
How to Launch Your Preforming Career on Broadway 
and Beyond 
 
By Tiffany Haas  
 
US publisher: St. Martin’s Press / Macmillan (NA rights) 
To publish: April 2019 

 
Material available: Edited MS available 

 
The definitive guide to making a career in theater—to Broadway 

and beyond. 

 
Tiffany Haas knows how to make it on Broadway. After 72 No’s in a 
row—72 auditions and 72 rejections—she finally landed a role in 
Broadway’s long-running smash hit Wicked and later became “Glinda the 
Good.” Now she wants to share her advice for starting and nurturing a 

career in the theater. WAITING IN THE WINGS is the essential guide 
for anyone who wants to have a theatrical career, whether they’re complete 
newbies or already have some professional credits. 

 
Based on everything she learned on her journey to New York, including 10 
years on Broadway, Tiffany shares the information that you need to 
succeed in theater. Everyone’s path is a little bit different, but the 
principles for success are always the same. With advice on auditions, how 
to become the performer they want to hire, developing relationships with 
cast mates, finding a reputable agent, the importance of reputation, and the 
best way to shape and build your career, Tiffany covers every aspect of the 
business. You’ll learn what it takes to be successful and where to best 
spend your time and effort as you navigate the “great mystery” of pursuing 
musical theater. 

 
In an industry that is famed for its insider secrets, Tiffany draws back the 
curtain, giving readers the knowledge and tools they need to follow their 

dreams. If you’re one of those people WAITING IN THE WINGS for 
a big Broadway career, Tiffany Haas’s book is the one resource you need 
to land a big role, stand in front of those footlights, and let it go! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tiffany Haas is a Broadway performer, concert vocalist, passionate 
entrepreneur and designer. Tiffany has played Glinda in the Broadway 
production of Wicked. Tiffany regularly performs with symphony 
orchestras, regional theatre productions and cabaret venues throughout 
the country. She also travels throughout the country teaching master 
classes at conservatories, performing arts schools and musical theatre 
programs. Find her at www.tiffanyhaas.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

WIDEN THE WINDOW  
Training Your Brain and Body to Thrive During Stress and 
Recover from Trauma 
(previously titled AGILE AND ADAPTIVE) 
 

By Elizabeth Stanley  
 
US publisher: Avery / PRH (North American rights)  
To publish: September 2019  

 
Material available: Edited MS available 

 
Rights sold:   China (CITIC) 
            Korea (Rok Media) 
            Taiwan (ACME) 

 

We are always on, and never entirely turn off. Mindfulness alone 

may not ameliorate these effects. What can we do? 

 
Our biological wiring is the same as it was 200,000 years ago, when we 
were cavemen (and cavewomen) and our daily decisions had to do with 
literal survival. Back then, we responded to stress with a brief surge of 
adrenaline, and then retreated to our caves to recover. Today, we respond 
to stressful decision-making with the same biological cocktail, and no 
longer allow our systems to properly recover.  

 
When Elizabeth Stanley began researching body-based trauma therapies 
she started to understand her nervous system in a way that mindfulness 
hadn't provided. She then combined nervous-system regulation techniques 
with mindfulness training and began teaching the combination, called 
Mindfulness-Based Mind Fitness Training, or MMFT, to her colleagues in 
the military and other high-stress professions. And now Liz is ready to 

bring MMFT to readers with her book WIDEN THE WINDOW.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Elizabeth Stanley is a military veteran and associate professor of security 
studies at Georgetown University, and the founder of the nonprofit The 
Mind Fitness Training Institute. Her work in mindfulness and mind fitness 
has received attention from the New York Times, NPR, ABC’s Evening 
News, TIME, and elsewhere. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

THE YEAR OF KNOTS 
Modern Projects, Inspiration and Creative Reinvention 
 
By Windy Chien 

 
US publisher: Abrams (North American rights)  
To publish: September 2019 
 
Material available: Edited MS available 
 

Windy Chien is a former Apple exec turned artist whose inspiring 

2016 Year of Knots project on Instagram (@windychien) was a hit 

with her followers and with national media, in which she learned a 

new knot every day for a year. Her book THE YEAR OF KNOTS 

will be a gorgeous mash-up of modern knot art meets stylish, how-to, 

inspirational titles like Julia Cameron’s The Artist's Way and Elle 

Luna's The Crossroads of Should and Must. 
 
At the heart of Windy's book is the simple yet powerful idea that a well-
thought-out year is all you need to make an enormous creative leap. 
Windy's art looks nothing like macramé from the 1970's or even today's 
macramé renaissance.  
 
Windy is an artist on the rise with a wonderful career in the arts—her 
Instagram following has increased tenfold in less than a year and she's 
been featured in The New York Times, Wired, Martha Stewart Living, 
and Sunset. Knots are not her only medium. The classes Windy teaches in 
San Francisco sell out immediately and she's becoming an in-demand 
speaker on the topic of giving yourself permission to follow the creative 
path.  
 
Windy Chien makes art that activates space and crafts objects that elevate 
the daily rituals of life. Following long careers at Apple/iTunes and in the 
music industry, she launched her studio in 2015. Her work has been 
covered by Wired, The New York Times, Martha Stewart and more. See her 
website at www.windychien.com.  

 
 

THE WEDGE 
 
By Scott Carney 
 
US publisher: Harmony / PRH (North American rights) 
To publish: Fall 2019 
 
Material available: Edited MS available in Spring 2019 

 
Through a narrative combining in-depth research with personal 

experimentation and investigating reporting, the goal of THE 

WEDGE is to offer readers all the tools they need to become stronger, 

healthier, happier, and more centered. 

 

In his previous book What Doesn’t Kill Us, investigative journalist and 
anthropologist Scott Carney proposed that human health doesn’t rest on 
the twin pillars of diet and exercised alone, but also on an equally 

important third pillar: the environment. His new book THE WEDGE 

homes in on this third pillar to explore the concept of “The Wedge,” that 
is, how someone can consciously alter their environment in order to create 
predictable physiological and psychological outcomes. 

 
With Daniel Schmachtenberger of the Neurohacker Collective as his 
medicine man, Scott Carney will undertake a quest to hack his body and 
upgrade his consciousness through the environment. 

 
Along the way, through the concept of “The Wedge” readers will explore 
human sensation and health through the lens of psychedelics, lucid 
dreaming, tantra, heat, immune illness, light and sound, fear, anxiety, sex, 
hunger, and more. 

 
Scott Carney’s work blends narrative non-fiction with ethnography. 
Currently, he is a senior fellow at the Schuster Institute for Investigative 
Journalism and a 2016-17 Scripps Fellow at the Center for Environmental 
Journalism in Boulder, Colorado. What Doesn't Kill Us is his most recent 
book; other works include The Red Market and A Death on Diamond 
Mountain. 

https://www.wired.com/2017/01/artist-tied-one-knot-every-day-2016-results-gorgeous
http://www.marthastewart.com/1511366/you-have-to-see-this-artist-massive-knot-collection
http://www.windychien.com/


 

 
 

YOU CAN’T F*CK UP YOUR KIDS  
 
By Lindsay Powers 
 
US publisher: Atria / S&S (North American rights) 
To publish: Fall 2019 

 
Material available: Proposal available 
                                Edited MS available in Spring 2019 

 

In this disarmingly warm and upbeat handbook, Powers offers a 

wealth of no-nonsense advice on the basics of raising newborns and 

toddlers even as she insists that readers shed the guilt, shame, anxiety 

and judgment that too often characterize modern parenthood. 

 

YOU CAN’T F*CK UP YOUR KIDS is built around a simple yet 
powerful premise: Parents today—thanks to a surfeit of voices screaming 
conflicting opinions from all corners of the Internet—tend to question 
and overthink even the most basic childcare decisions. They are racked 
with fear that if they don’t achieve perfection in handling every aspect of 
raising their kids, they’re somehow going to destroy their children’s future 
lives. 

 
But Powers shows us that parenting doesn’t have to be this way! In YOU 

CAN’T F*CK UP YOUR KIDS, Powers serves as a knowledgeable and 
comforting companion to cool the engines of stressed-out new and 
prospective moms and dads.  

 
Lindsay Powers is creator of the #NoShameParenting movement, a viral 
Internet. Before joining Sirius XM, she was the founding editor-in-chief of 
Yahoo Parenting. Her clarion journalistic voice has been published in the 
New York Post, Cosmopolitan Magazine, Us Weekly, and the Hollywood 
Reporter, and she has appeared on Good Morning America, the Today 
Show and CNN. 

 
 
 

INVINCIBLE 
The Heart of Peak Performance 
 
By Leah Lagos 
 
US publisher: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt (North American rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 

 
Material available: Proposal available 
                                Edited MS available in Fall 2019 

 
Rights sold:   China (Huazhang) 
            UK/Commonwealth (Orion) 

 

The key to peak performance, says Dr. Lagos, is to recognize that the 

stress is not in your head, it’s in your body. Dr. Lagos’s unique 

program offers a vital process for both letting go and achieving 

optimal health and performance. 

 

In INVINCIBLE, Dr. Lagos reveals her unique 10-week, safe and 
natural, scientifically proven program to alter the body’s physical baseline 
response to stress, working specifically with the most important muscle in 
your body—the heart—so you can fine-tune your reflexes and perform at 
your maximum potential. The key to Dr. Lagos’s success is that she 
recognizes the direct link between heart rhythms and stress, creating 
specific, clinically tested exercises and breathing techniques that allow you 
to physically control your body’s physical response.  

 
With INVINCIBLE, readers will gain the tools of elite athletes and 
CEOs, enabling them to respond more flexibly to stressful situations, let 
go of negative thoughts and emotions, and ultimately be more focused and 
confident under pressure. 

 
Dr. Leah Lagos, Psy.D, B.C.B., works with some of the world’s top 
business and sports professionals including Olympic athletes, CEO’s, 
international hedge fund executives. She is a Licensed Psychologist in the 
State of New York and Board Certified in Biofeedback. 



 

 
 

THE HILARIOUS WORLD OF DEPRESSION 
 
By John Moe 
 
US publisher: St. Martin’s Press / Macmillan (NA rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 

 
Material available: Proposal available 
                                Edited MS available in Fall 2019 

 

John Moe, critically-acclaimed public radio personality is known for 

his razor-sharp wit, incisive commentary and easy-going banter with 

top-tier talent in the world of entertainment. But behind the scenes, 

Moe secretly faced a lifelong battle with depression. 

 
As Moe came to terms with his own illness, he began to see remarkably 
similar patterns of behavior and coping mechanisms—ones he’d observed 
in himself—surfacing in conversations with other high-profile comedians 
who’d struggled with the disease.  Importantly, Moe saw that there was 
tremendous comfort in the sense of community that resulted in an open 
dialogue about these shared experiences—and that humor had a unique 
power.  

 
In THE HILARIOUS WORLD OF DEPRESSION, Moe shares his 
own deeply moving, personal journey with depression even as he layers in 
a treasure trove of poignant, laugh-out-loud stories and insights drawn 
from years of interviews with some of the most brilliant minds in comedy, 
music and acting who faced similar challenges.  Throughout the course of 
this powerful memoir, depression’s universal themes come to light, among 
them, struggles with identity, lack of understanding of the symptoms, the 
challenges of work-life, self-medicating, the fallout of the disease in the 
lives of our loved ones, the tragedy of suicide and the hereditary aspects of 
the disease.  
 
John Moe has served as host of national public radio broadcasts such 
as Weekend America, Marketplace Tech Report and from 2010- 2015, Wits. His 
writing has appeared in The New York Times Magazine, McSweeney’s, The 
Seattle Times, MSN, and he’s the author of three books. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

UPCOMING NARRATIVE NONFICTION 

 

GRAY DAY 

My Undercover Mission to Expose America’s First Cyber 
Spy 
 
By Eric M. O'Neill 
 
US publisher: Crown / PRH (North American rights) 
To publish: March 2019 
 
Material available: Final PDF available 

 

A cybersecurity expert and former FBI "ghost" tells the thrilling story 

of how he helped take down notorious FBI mole Robert Hanssen, the 

first Russian cyber spy. 

 

Eric O'Neill was only twenty-six when he was tapped for the case of a 
lifetime: a one-on-one undercover investigation of the FBI's top target, a 
man suspected of spying for the Russians for nearly two decades, giving up 
nuclear secrets, compromising intelligence, and betraying US assets. With 
zero training in face-to-face investigation, Eric found himself in a 
windowless, high-security office in the newly formed Information 
Assurance Section, tasked officially with helping the FBI secure its 
outdated computer system against hackers and spies—and unofficially 
with collecting evidence against his new boss, Robert Hanssen, an exacting 
and rage-prone veteran agent with a disturbing fondness for handguns. In 
the months that follow, Eric's self-esteem and young marriage unravel 
under the pressure of life in Room 9930, and he questions the very 
purpose of his mission. But as Hanssen outmaneuvers an intelligence 
community, he also teaches Eric the game of spycraft. Eric will just have 
to learn to outplay his teacher if he wants to win. 
 
A tension-packed stew of power, paranoia, and psychological 

manipulation, GRAY DAY is also a cautionary tale of how the United 
States allowed Russia to become dominant in cyberespionage—and how 
we might begin to catch up.  

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Eric M. O'Neill is the founder of The Georgetown Group, where he 
specializes in counterintelligence and counterterrorism operations. Eric 
was formerly an FBI undercover operative. 
 

Praise for GRAY DAY:  

 
“As compulsively readable as any thriller. O’Neill has a knack for 
ratcheting up tension…O’Neill’s page-turner deglamorizes undercover 
work while conveying the uncertainty, stress, and excitement that 

accompany a successful investigation.”– Publishers Weekly 
 
" Fans of spy fiction and true crime will find plenty to enjoy in O'Neill's 

account."– Kirkus 



 

 
 

BURN THE ICE 

The American Culinary Revolution and Its End 

(previously titled TWILIGHT OF THE FOOD GODS) 
 

By Kevin Alexander 
 
US publisher: Penguin Press / PRH (North American rights) 
To publish: July 2019 

 
Material available: Edited MS available 
 

James Beard Award-winning food journalist Kevin Alexander traces 

an exhilarating golden age in American dining 

 
Over the past decade, Kevin Alexander saw American dining turned on its 
head. Starting in 2006, the food world underwent a transformation, as the 
traditional gatekeepers of American culinary creativity in New York City 
and the Bay Area were forced to contend with Portland, Oregon and its 
new no-holds-barred, casual fine dining style, which became a template for 
other cities, as a culinary revolution swept across America. Traditional 
ramen shops opened in Oklahoma City. Craft cocktail speakeasies 
appeared in Boise. Poke bowls sprung up in Omaha. Entire 
neighborhoods, like Williamsburg in Brooklyn and cities like Portland, 
were suddenly unrecognizable to long-term residents, their names 
becoming shorthand for the so-called hipster movement. At the same 
time, new media companies like Eater and Serious Eats launched to 
chronicle and cater to this new scene, transforming nascent star chefs into 
proper celebrities. New food television stars like Anthony Bourdain 
inspired a generation to use food as the lens for different cultures. It 
seemed, for a moment, like a glorious golden age of eating and drinking in 
America. And then it was over. 

 
To tell this story, Alexander journeys through the travails and triumphs of 
a number of key chefs, bartenders, and activists, as well as restaurants and 
neighborhoods whose fortunes were made during this veritable gold rush-
including Gabriel Rucker, an originator of the 2006 Portland restaurant 
scene, Tom Colicchio of Gramercy Tavern and Top Chef fame, as well as 
hugely influential figures  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alexander writes with rare energy, telling a distinctly American story, at 
once timeless and cutting-edge, about unbridled creativity and ravenous 
ambition. “Burn the ice” means to melt down whatever remains in a 
kitchen’s ice machine at the end of the night. It is both an end and a 
beginning. It is the firsthand story of a revolution in how Americans eat 
and drink. 

 
Kevin Alexander is a James Beard Award-winning food journalist, 
recipient of the Society of Professional Journalist's Mark of Excellence 
Award, and currently Thrillist's National Writer-at-large with a focus on the 
restaurant industry. His work has appeared in Esquire, Elle, Men's Journal, 
The New Republic, and Boston Globe, and he is a 2018 Association of Food 
Journalists award winner. 



 

 
 

WHAT DO WE NEED MEN FOR? 
A Modest Proposal 

 

By E. Jean Carroll 

 
US publisher: St. Martin’s Press / Macmillan (NA rights) 
To publish: July 2019 

 
Material available: Edited MS available 

 
A darkly funny and very personal attempt to answer the question by 

America's longest running advice columnist. 

 
When E. Jean Carroll—possibly the liveliest woman in the world and 
author of Ask E. Jean in Elle Magazine—realized that her eight million 
readers and question-writers all seemed to have one thing in 
common―problems caused by men―she hit the road. Criss-crossing the 
country, E. Jean stopped in every town named after a woman between 
Eden, Vermont and Tallulah, Louisiana to ask women the crucial question: 
What Do We Need Men For? 

 
E. Jean gave her rollicking road trip a sly, stylish turn when she deepened 
the story, creating a list called “The Most Hideous Men of My Life,” and 
began to reflect on her own sometimes very dark history with the opposite 
sex. What advice would she have given to her past selves―as Miss 
Cheerleader USA and Miss Indiana University? Or as the fearless 
journalist, television host and eventual advice columnist she became? E. 
Jean intertwines the stories of the outspoken people she meets on her road 
trip with her own history of bad behavior (from mafia bosses, media 
titans, boyfriends, husbands, a serial killer, and others) creating a decidedly 
dark yet hopeful, hilarious and thrilling narrative.  
 

E. Jean Carroll writes the longest, currently-running advice column in the 
U.S., Ask E. Jean. She has been published in New York, Rolling Stone, 
Glamour, Esquire, Outside, and was the first female Contributing Editor at 
Playboy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Praise for WHAT DO WE NEED MEN FOR?:  

 
"E. Jean Carroll is a force of nature, whose natural vibrancy has held 

readers in rapture for decades." ― Nina Garcia, Editor-in-Chief, Elle 
 
“E. Jean is a know it all.” ― Jane Smiley 
 
“There isn’t another voice out there like E. Jean’s.” ― Lorraine Candy, 

Editor-in-Chief, London Sunday Times 
 

“Buy this book.” ― Ed Kosner, former Editor-in-Chief of Newsweek, 

New York, and Esquire 

 



 

 
 

HAPPINESS IN TRANSLATION 

 
By Dr. Tim Lomas 

 
UK publisher: Piatkus/ Hachette UK (UK & Comm rights) 
US publisher: Tarcher / PRH (North American rights) 
To publish: Fall 2019  
 
Material available: Edited MS available 

 

From Europe’s leading expert on positive psychology and the head of 

the Positive Lexicography Project comes Dr. Tim Lomas’s new book 

about how other languages can give us an untapped mine to probe 

for new ways of appreciating life, new types of pleasure and—most 

intriguingly—new routes to greater satisfaction, mindfulness and joy. 

 
From terms like hygge, Schadenfreude and bon vivant, that have entered the 

English language, to words like the Dutch queesting (to invite a lover into 

your bed for pillow talk) or the Brazilian Portuguese cafuné (the pleasure of 
running your fingers through your lover’s hair), the world’s languages 
provide a rich vocabulary of happiness, joy, desire, mindfulness and 
pleasure that is absent in English. 

 
In HAPPINESS IN TRANSLATION Tim not only discusses many of 
the different “untranslatable” words in what will be a feast for language 
lovers, but he also examines what we can learn from them to become 

happier ourselves, appealing to fans of Eats, Shoot and Leaves and The 

Happiness Project.  

 
Dr. Tim Lomas is one of Europe’s leading experts on positive 

psychology and the program leader at the University of East London’s 
MSc in Applied Positive Psychology (the preeminent postgraduate course 

in Europe). His first book, The Positive Power of Negative Emotions, has been 
published in Turkish, Spanish and Korean as well as in the UK by Tim’s 
regular publisher, Piatkus 

 

 

YOU’RE NOT LISTENING 
 

By Kate Murphy 
 

US publisher: Celadon / Macmillan (North American rights) 
To publish: Fall 2019 
 

Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Spring 2019 
 
Rights sold: Brazil (Intrinseca) 
  China (CITIC) 
  Denmark (ArtPeople) 
  France (Lattès) 
  Germany (Mosaik)  
  Holland (Nijgh & Van Ditmar) 
  Hungary (Libri) 
  Italy (Corbaccio) 
  Korea (Book21) 
  Norway (Gyldendal Norsk)  
  Poland (Marginesy) 
  Portugal (Planeta Manuscrito) 
  Romania (SC Publica) 
  Spain (Penguin Random House Spain) 
  Sweden (Volante) 
  Taiwan (Locus) 
  Turkey (Dogan) 
  UK/Commonwealth (Harvill Secker) 

 
In the spirit of Susan Cain’s Quiet comes a major new work entitled 

YOU’RE NOT LISTENING, which will forever change the way 

you think about listening. Based on prodigious reporting and a 

brilliant survey of emerging science, Kate shows how listening is 

more important than ever—and yet, in this age of technology and 

political division, more difficult than ever. In her accessible, 

polished style, she shows us how mindful listening can transform 

your understanding of the people and the world around you. 

  
Kate Murphy is a writer for The New York Times, The Economist, Agence 
France-Presse and Texas Monthly, among others. 



 

 
 

THE HUNT FOR HISTORY 
 
By Nathan Raab 
 
US publisher: Scribner / S&S (North American rights) 
To publish: Fall 2019 

 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in March 2019 

 
In THE HUNT FOR HISTORY, Nate takes us into the rarified 

world of historical documents in a major work of narrative 

nonfiction that is a fascinating detective story, a compelling portrait 

of a unique business and subculture, and a profound examination of 

the role of history in our culture. 
 
THE HUNT FOR HISTORY explores the business of buying and 
selling history. We learn how to authenticate an historical document and 
why provenance is not the signal issue it is in the art world, although 
forgeries are. How does pricing work? Who buys these documents—it’s 
not just institutions—and who sells them, and why? Despite working with 
antique, if not ancient, materials technology has a role to play both in 
conserving and authenticating materials and we’ll get a behind the scenes 
look at how some of the best in the business ply their craft. 

 
Nathan Raab, recognized as one of the world’s most knowledgeable and 
respected experts in historical documents, is the President of the Raab 
Collection, the sole high-end, old-fashioned, person-to-person dealer in 
historical documents still in existence in the United States. His column, 
Historically Speaking, appears frequently on Forbes.com and his articles 
and opinion pieces have appeared in The New York Times and the 
Philadelphia Inquirer among other publications. 

 

 

 

 

TALKING FUNNY 

Comedians Tell Me About Their Lives, And My Life Too 
 

By David Steinberg 
 
US publisher: Knopf / Penguin Random House (WE rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 
 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Fall 2019 
 

TALKING FUNNY is a tour de force through the greatest minds of 

comedy, as David Steinberg blends his personal stories and a 

selection of candid interviews with a cast of dozens of the best forces 

in comedy—Jerry Seinfeld, Larry David, Sarah Silverman, Chris 

Rock, Billy Crystal, Ellen DeGeneres, and Robin Williams, to name 

a few.  

 
David Steinberg came into stardom in the late ‘60s and ‘70s when stand-up 
was still counter-culture, and often adversarial; when David’s Tonight Show 
impressions of “Tricky Dick” became too popular, Richard Nixon’s gang 
tried to kick the talk show off the air and had the FBI follow David 
around. It was an era when mobsters still prowled the streets of New 
York; when David’s stage mates Burt Reynolds, George Carlin, and 
Richard Pryor doused themselves in heroin, cocaine, and liquor to fuel 
their genius before careening off the rails.  
 
Though chaos swirled around his closest friends, David managed to stay 
on his feet, and he went on to become an instrumental force behind the 
success of some of the most culture-shaping television of the next three 
decades. He guest-hosted The Tonight Show with Johnny Carson 130 times 
(more than anyone else) and as an in-demand director he directed 
countless episodes of Golden Girls, Friends, Seinfeld, and Curb Your 
Enthusiasm.  
 
David Steinberg is a comedian, director, and producer. He guest-hosted 
the Johnny Carson show 130 times, more than anyone else, and has directed 
countless episodes of Golden Girls, Friends, Seinfeld, and Curb Your 
Enthusiasm. 



 

 
 

DANGEROUS WOMEN 
 
By Gail Caldwell 
 
US publisher: Random House (North American rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 
 
Material available: Edited MS available in Fall 2019 

 
DANGEROUS WOMEN is a series of stories that traces bestselling 

and Pulitzer Prize-winning author Gail Caldwell’s evolution as a 

writer, but also pays tributes to off-the-grid, strong female influences 

in her life, be they real or imagined: from the literary (Woolf or Tess 

or Lily Bart) to the formative (her algebra teacher) and the familial. 

At its heart, DANGEROUS WOMEN is a beautiful, literary 

tapestry to the powerful female heritage that exists behind all of us. 

 
Gail grew up within the shadows and shelters of the early 1970s women 
movement—an era just barely beyond the world of Sylvia Plath, or, in her 
words, “a living doll, everywhere you look/it can sew, it can cook/it can 
talk talk talk.” The stories that emerge begin there, with an abortion in 
Mexico three years before Roe v. Wade and a date rape in cowboy country 
that could have happened to any girl, anywhere.  

 
Gail and her contemporaries are watching a generation of kids go off to 
college or have their kids of their own, and some of their inheritance is 
liberating, some shortsighted.  When she teaches, she’s often involved with 
young women whose ideas of creativity and freedom are wonderful and 
vast, but also historically unearned, as youth is by nature. Sometimes all 
she can give them is stories, and these stories feel important: The “once 
upon a time” of memory and history, the dust bunnies of experiences she’s 
tried to sweep into a life. This is a book “for all the girls.” 

 
Gail Caldwell, winner of the Pulitzer Prize, was the Book Editor of the 
Boston Globe for twenty years. She is the author of Strong West Wind, the 
NYT bestseller Let's Take the Long Way Home, and New Life: No Instructions 

 

BLOOD RUNS COAL 

The Yablonski Murders and the War for the Soul of the 
United Mine Workers of America 
 
By Mark A. Bradley 
 
US publisher: W. W. Norton (North American rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 
 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Fall 2019 
 

Sitting on the shelves next to the works of Jeffrey Toobin and Bryan 

Burroughs, BLOOD RUNS COAL is a groundbreaking 

investigation by award-winning historian Mark. A. Bradley into the 

notorious but now-overlooked 50-year-old murders of the Yablonskis 

and the subsequent trial.  

 
In May of 1969, fed up with recurrent mine disasters, stagnant wages, and 
a corrupt union bosses, Jock Yablonski announced his insurgent run to 
challenge the ruthless Tony Boyle as the UMWA’s president. Eight 
months later, Yablonski, his wife, and his daughter were savagely 
murdered in their home, blood soaking their beds. The book is much-
needed and scrutinizing examination of a pivotal moment in American 
history, a region of the country still reeling from the loss of the coal jobs 
for which Yablonski died.  

 

BLOOD RUNS COAL will take readers deep inside those momentous 
eight months of 1969, and the precipitous twinned decline of the coal 
industry and Appalachian region, recreating the hardscrabble, dangerous 
lives of Appalachian coal miners during the deeply divided decade of the 
1960s. This will be an emotional rollercoaster taking readers to the heights 
of courage and to the depths of depravity. 
  

Mark A. Bradley is an award-winning author and national security expert 
who served for years at the CIA and Department of Justice and, was 
appointed by President Obama to the Director of the Information Security 
Oversight Office at the National Archives. 



 

 
 

NOSTALGIA  
How the Emotion Shapes Who We Are and What We 
Believe 
 
By Amanda R. Martinez 
 
US publisher: St. Martin’s Press / Macmillan (NA rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 
 
Material available: Proposal available 
                     Edited MS available in Fall 2019  
 
Rights sold:   Brazil (HarperCollins Brazil) 
            UK/Commonwealth (S&S UK) 
     

NOSTALGIA is the first book to examine the emotion—and now, 

cultural phenomenon—in all its complex facets. 

   
It’s clear that a positive wave of nostalgia has taken hold as a cultural 
phenomenon, and it is a far cry from the dangerous manipulation by 
demagogues who exploit the emotion to advance their populist agendas. In 

NOSTALGIA, Amanda R. Martinez crosses the globe where she meets 
people who shared anecdotes of their own golden age, and 
discovered nostalgia playing out in wondrous ways. She tours with a 
Grateful Dead tribute band followed by thousands of fans; dines at a 
theme restaurant in Beijing, where patrons sit at schoolroom desks and 
“take” the menu as a multiple-choice test; and learns that the new hot 
commodity in Germany is a junker of a car produced during WWII. 
 
In addition to an eye-opening and entertaining understanding of the 
universal experience of nostalgia, readers will gain insight into how to 

harness the benefits of nostalgia for their own well-being. NOSTALGIA 
is a landmark book for readers fascinated by the best-selling work of 
Daniel Kahneman, Stephen Pinker, Daniel Gilbert, and Sherry Turkle. 
 
Amanda R. Martinez is the previous author of Battle at the End of Eden. 
Her articles have appeared in The New Yorker, The Atlantic, and Scientific 
American.  
    

THE WOMEN WITH SILVER WINGS 
The Epic Untold Story of The Women Airforce Service 
Pilots of World War II 
 

By Katherine Landdeck 
 
US publisher: Crown / PRH (World English rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 
 
Material available: Proposal available 
                    Edited MS available in Fall 2019 
 

In the vein of Hidden Figures, The Girls of Atomic City, The Boys 

in the Boat, and Unbroken comes THE WOMEN WITH SILVER 

WINGS, a major new work of narrative nonfiction that tells the 

untold story of the America’s first female military pilots. 

 
The Women Airforce Service Pilots of World War II, or the WASPs, were 
the first women ever to fly for the US military. These expert pilots flew 
every type of plane the military had—and flew every mission, some 
extraordinarily dangerous, except for combat missions. Without the 
WASPs, the United States would not have had enough combat pilots to 
win the war, and yet these pilots faced enormous resistance, 
discrimination, and limitations every step of the way. They were forcibly 
disbanded before the war was won, and then erased from US history by 
the very military whom they so proudly served.  
 
But the WASPs took none of this discrimination lying down. Their story is 
an epic adventure brimming with audacity, inspiration, stunning reversals, 
and tear-jerking triumphs. The WASPs prove that great, sweeping social 
progress is rarely linear and that while battles may be lost, that is never 

cause to give up the war. THE WOMEN WITH SILVER WINGS is 
an unputdownable, universal story about determined young women who 
just wanted to fly.  
 
Katherine Landdeck is an Associate Professor of History at Texas 
Woman's University, where the Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASP) 
archives are housed. She is a Guggenheim Fellow, an Emmy Award 
nominee, and the world's foremost expert on the history of the WASPs. 



 

 
 

CURE-ALL 

Diagnosing the Modern Wellness Epidemic 
 
By Amy Larocca 
 
US publisher: Knopf / PRH (North American rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 
 
Material available: Proposal available 

Edited MS available in Fall 2019 

 
In CURE-ALL, Amy offers a nuanced portrait of the weird world of 

wellness, its engines, its strategies, and its snake oil salesmen. She has 

found that beneath the surface, wellness expresses something thorny 

and profound about the modern world. 

 

Amy will peel back the layers of the wellness movement and reckon with 
its promises and profits. Her mission is to combine cultural anthropology 
and memoir to entertain and enlighten anyone who’s tried an acroyoga 
class, contemplated cutting red meat out of their diet, or investigated the 
benefits of healing crystals. CURE-ALL will take readers into the 
communities that swear by their activated charcoal toothpaste and green 
juice enemas. Throughout, Amy will hold a magnifying glass to alternative 
medicine and nouveau lifestyle prescriptions and present her incisive 
assessment of how the wellness industry embodies our (gendered, class-
based, racialized) perceptions of care and self-improvement, and how it 
preys upon our unshakeable fear of the unknown. 
 

Amy Larocca is the Fashion Editor-at-Large for New York Magazine 
where she has identified trends and uncovered the machinations of the 
zeitgeist in award-winning narratives, essays, and profiles. Her journalism 
and essays have appeared in Elle, Harper’s Bazaar, Town & Country, Allure, 
Glamour, Esquire, The Times of London, and The London Review of Books. She 
lives in Brooklyn with her husband, the theatre director Will Frears, and 
their two children. 

 

 

MADHOUSE AT THE END OF THE EARTH 
 

By Julian Sancton 
 
US publisher: Crown / PRH (North American rights) 
To publish: Fall 2020 
 

Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available November 2019 
 
Rights sold:      Germany (Piper) 
              Holland (Hollandsdiep) 
  Italy (Corbaccio) 
  Poland (Media Rodzina) 
  Romania (SC Publica) 
  UK/Commonwealth (WH Allen /PRH UK) 

   

MADHOUSE AT THE END OF THE EARTH is a gripping 

survival story of the world’s first adventurers to endure an Antarctic 

winter aboard a sailboat trapped in ice.  
  

MADHOUSE opens with the recruitment of the Belgica’s eccentric if 
intrepid crew, which comprised more than twenty Europeans and a single 
American. The Belgica set sail in August 1897, and the crew were intent 
upon becoming the first scientific expedition to reach the South Pole. But 
they soon realized the vessel would not reach the pole before winter, and 
knew that if they pressed on, they would encounter an unimaginably harsh 
climate. Yet, they courageously surrendered the ship to the pack ice, 
howling winds, sub-zero temperatures, and to months of total darkness—a 
fate that had spelled doom for past polar expeditions.  
 

Julian Sancton will movingly depict the crew members’ friendships and 
conflicts, while dramatizing their triumphant escape. He will also explore 
the grim effects of darkness, cold, and isolation upon these survivors, and 
pay tribute to the pioneering resourcefulness of the ship’s doctor’s 
treatments and cures. 
  
Julian Sancton has worked as a reporter for Vanity Fair, Esquire, and 
Departures. MADHOUSE AT THE END OF THE EARTH is his first 
book.   



 

 
 

BE WATER, MY FRIEND 

The Extraordinary Teachings of Bruce Lee 
 
By Shannon Lee 
 
US publisher: Flatiron Books / Macmillan (WE rights) 
To publish: Fall 2020 
 
Material available: Proposal available 

Edited MS available in Fall 2019 
 

Rights sold:     Brazil (Tordesilhas) 
  China (Ginko) 
  France (Tredaniel) 
  Germany (Piper) 
  Italy (Piemme) 
  Russia (AST) 
  Spain (Alfaomega) 

   

Just as Bruce Lee himself authored a martial-arts / philosophy book 

in 1975 that went on to sell more than 1 million copies, Shannon will 

deliver a new bestselling modern classic with BE WATER, MY 

FRIEND: The Extraordinary Teachings of Bruce Lee to a new 

generation of readers who have flocked by the millions to Shannon to 

understand her father’s “secret sauce.” 

 

After the death of her older brother, actor Brandon Lee, during a tragic 
stunt accident on the set of The Crow, she stepped up and assumed 
stewardship of her father’s estate. The astoundingly large and deeply 
passionate following she has built is a testament to the authenticity of her 
message. It resonated with many, and it has inspired deep loyalty. For 
more than a year, fans have been asking Shannon when she will commit 
her lessons and her father’s wisdom in a book. She is excited to write that 
book. 

 
Shannon Lee is the daughter and sole surviving child of Bruce Lee and 
CEO of Bruce Lee Enterprises. BE WATER, MY FRIEND is her first 
book. 

CHASING THE THRILL 
 
By Daniel Barbarisi 
 
US publisher: Knopf / PRH (North American rights) 
To publish: Fall 2020 

 
Material available: Proposal available 

Edited MS available in Spring 2020 
 

A fascinating look inside a little-explored subculture and an 

engrossing adventure, CHASING THE THRILL will appeal to the 

readers of David Grann’s Lost City of Z, Douglas Preston’s The Lost 

City of the Monkey God, and Robert Kurson’s Pirate Hunters. 

 
In 2008, a wealthy art dealer named Forest Fenn hid a treasure chest full of 
gold and jewels in the Rocky Mountains and then published a poem with 
nine clues to its location. Initially, Fenn’s treasure hunt was nothing but a 
local curiosity, but five years later, the hunt’s popularity exploded—tens of 
thousands of people have undertaken the search, with author Daniel 
Barbarisi becoming one of the hunters. 
 

CHASING THE THRILL takes us inside this obsessive, beguiling, and 
sometimes lethal world. With Daniel as our guide, we’ll get to know the 
inimitable Forest Fenn himself—a showman, guru, and perhaps a criminal. 
Daniel will also follow four of the larger-than-life leading hunters out on 
the trail, recounting their vastly different backgrounds, solves, and clever 
treasure-hunting strategies.  
 
Daniel will also document the epic tales of fortune-seekers throughout 
recorded history—from Spanish Conquistadors in the 1500s, to English 
treasure-hunters of the 17th and 18th centuries, and to our modern-day 
treasure-hunting technology that has raised ancient galleons from depths 
of the sea.  
 
Daniel Barbarisi is the author of the acclaimed Dueling with Kings  A 
senior editor at The Atheletic, Dan was the Yankees beat reporter for 
the Wall Street Journal for several years, has written for The Boston Globe and 
The Providence Journal, and is extremely well connected to the media.  



 

 
 

STRANGERS 
 

By Joe Keohane 
  
US publisher: Penguin Random House (NA rights) 
To publish: Fall 2020 
  
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available Spring 2020 
 
Rights sold:   China (CITIC) 
  Germany (Goldmann / PRH Germany) 

Holland (HarperCollins Holland) 
Israel (Matar) 
Korea (Across Publishing) 

             Romania (Grup Media Litera) 
  Taiwan (BWP) 

UK & Commonwealth (Viking UK) 

 

Why don’t we talk to strangers? And furthermore—what happens 

when we do? 
  
There are many reasons. There’s fear or shyness or personal disinclination. 
A century of science and social science has established that there is a deep 
biological imperative in us to distrust, diminish and discriminate against 
people who are not “like us. Throughout the history of western 
civilization, the fate of cultures has been greatly impacted by their idea and 
treatment of strangers. It’s a through-line—as Joe puts it, “from the Torah 
to the Trumps”—that elucidates our shared history and offers surprising 
and compelling insights into our own social and political moment, when 
nearly every morning we wake up to a news feed filled with instances of 

rising xenophobia, nationalism and racism. STRANGERS is the kind of 
book that, like Sapiens by Yuval Noah Harari, offers a unified theory of the 
life of humans and their societies. In the same way that Quiet, by Susan 
Cain, used a big idea to make us understand something fundamental about 

our own emotional well-being, so too will STRANGERS  help us to 
examine and reconsider the way in which everyday interactions with 
strangers can impact our lives. 
 
Joe Keohane is an Executive Editor at Medium. 

THE MISSION 
A Young Christian’s Fatal Voyage to Save a Lost Tribe 
 
By Jeffrey Gettleman 
 
US publisher: Henry Holt (North American rights)  
To publish: Fall 2020 
 
Material available: Proposal available  
          Edited MS available Spring 2020 
  

A literary thriller about exploration, adventure, lost tribes, lethal 

ambition and enduring faith. 
 

Based on Gettleman’s widely read recent series for the Times, THE 

MISSION will tell the incredible true story of John Chau, the charismatic 
26-year-old evangelical missionary, killed by a remote band of hunters and 
gatherers as he approached their isolated island. Undeterred by repeated 
warnings, Chau swam up to North Sentinel Island in the Andaman Sea 
carrying gifts and a waterproof Bible, obsessed with fulfilling his lifelong 
mission of bringing Christianity to one of the last truly untouched places 
on earth.   
  
Treating Chau with empathy and compassion but also unflagging 
journalistic rigor, Gettleman will take readers deep inside the world of 
modern-day evangelism, as well as the colonial history of Indian islands 
like North Sentinel. Whether readers find this young man noble or foolish, 
they will admire Chau’s authenticity and unswerving dedication, which 
included a stint at a grueling missionary boot camp in preparation for his 
approach towards—and conversion of—the island tribe. Inspired by 
narratively rich and intellectually rigorous bestsellers like Daniel James 
Brown’s The Boys in the Boat, Jared Diamond’s Guns, Germs, and Steel and 

Jon Krakauer’s Into the Wild, THE MISSION promises to be an 
enthralling work of literary merit—and exponential commercial promise. 
  
Jeffrey Gettleman has written for many publications, including National 
Geographic, GQ, The New York Times Sunday Magazine and The New York 
Review of Books. He is the author of the memoir Love, Africa. 

 



 

 
 

THE SECRET HISTORY OF HOME ECONOMICS 
 
By Danielle Dreilinger 
 
US publisher: WW Norton (North American rights)  
To publish: Spring 2021 
 
Material available: Proposal available  
          Edited MS available Fall 2020 
  

Once you know what Home Ec really was, your view of the 

20
th

 century will be forever changed.  

 

Home Ec was never meant to be about baking brownies. The earliest 
home economists, including founder Ellen Swallow Richards and her small 
posse of like-minded revolutionary women, were the first to locate power 
in the private home—to see the personal as political—and the first to 
harness that power for larger causes. Under the “cover” of home 
economics, women became engineers, chemists, professors, international 
diplomats, corporate consultants, and even a Cabinet member. They lived 
boldly as they chose—as single working women, with other women as 
their life partner, or with men in truly egalitarian marriages—in a time 
when such choices were frowned upon at best.  
 

Spanning more than a century, Danielle will take readers from the lowliest 
of farms to the shining halls of the White House, from Victorian 
suffragists to Jazz Age eugenicists to Palo Alto techies, from fields of war 
to hipster organic wool shops and to all the inspiring, heartbreaking, and 
sometimes very funny classrooms in between, showing clearly why home 
ec still matters today. 3.4 million kids are sitting in Home Ec classes all 
across America this very minute—some indeed baking dubious brownies, 
but others are deeply engaged in solving thorny societal and ecological 
problems on a community level using science and technology, as well as 
the skills of cross-cultural awareness and empathy—all taught by the 
Home Ec teachers out there who still, one hundred and seventeen years 
later, revere the memory of Ellen Swallow Richards.  
 
Danielle Dreilinger, a 2017-18 Knight-Wallace Journalism Fellow, has 
worked as a journalist for more than 15 years. 

OSCAR WARS 

 
By Michael Schulman 
 
US publisher: HarperCollins (North American rights) 
To publish: Fall 2021 
 
Material available: Proposal available 

Edited MS available in Spring 2021 

 
Rights sold:   Poland (Marginesy) 
            Romania (SC Publica) 

 

OSCAR WARS promises to be the definitive book on the Academy 

Awards, from a devotee and expert who has spent years covering the 

glitz, glamor, buzz, and drama for The New Yorker magazine. 

 

In an era that has seen Hollywood’s de facto governing body reckon with 
itself and its choices—see the #OscarsSoWhite callouts of recent years, 
and Moonlight’s Best Picture coup during the 2016 ceremony—Michael will 
guide readers through the most contentious Oscar races and the most 
surprising Oscars lore. At once cultural history and character-driven story, 
the book will examine the moments, stars, and themes that have cemented 
the awards at the center of our cultural conversation, ensuring that 
whatever the context, the Oscars represent more than the Oscars. 

 
Michael Schulman is the previous author of Her Again: Becoming Meryl 
Streep. A journalist at The New Yorker covering culture and the arts, he has 
written features, reviews, and over 50 “Talk of the Town” pieces. He is 
also the theatre editor of Goings on About Town, and an ongoing contributor 
to the New York Times.  

 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 

UPCOMING SCIENCE / BUSINESS / CURRENT 
AFFAIRS 

 

MISSION-DRIVEN LEADERSHIP 

My Journey as a Radical Capitalist 
 

By Mark Bertolini 
 
US publisher: Currency / Random House (NA rights) 
To publish: March 2019 
 
Material available: Final MS available 
 

In MISSION-DRIVEN LEADERSHIP, Mark Bertolini, the long-

time CEO of Aetna, the Fortune 500 health insurance company, 

reveals that genuine leadership is not about dollars and market share 

but about improving lives and communities. 

 

Mark Bertolini didn’t get to the corner office through traditional means, 
growing up in a blue-collar neighborhood in Detroit. Early in his career, he 
was known for his bare-knuckled leadership that helped him turn around 
several companies. But his ambition came at a cost as he ran roughshod 
over his colleagues, while spending increasing time away from his family.  
 
Then Bertolini confronted two wake-up calls. First, his son Eric was 
diagnosed with incurable cancer, and Bertolini found himself confronting 
the healthcare industry firsthand—not as an executive, but as a parent 
determined to save his son’s life. Miraculously, after a year in the hospital, 
Eric recovered. Bertolini’s second wakeup call was a skiing accident several 
years later in which he broke his neck. As his life unraveled through years 
of chronic pain, therapy, and medication, he realized he had to reinvent 
himself emotionally, spiritually, and as a leader. 
 

MISSION-DRIVEN LEADERSHIP speaks to the lessons Bertolini 
learned about empathy, about helping employees and Aetna’s customers 
take better care of themselves, and the importance of quality time with 
employees and customers to better serve them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Bertolini has been the chairman and CEO of Aetna, a Fortune 500 
health insurance company, since 2010.  

 

Praise for MISSION-DRIVEN LEADERSHIP:  

 

“[W]ise, at times harrowing, at other times funny, always riveting and 
ultimately triumphant." – Arianna Huffington 
 
"Mark’s courageous inner journey to excavate his deepest truths and 
convictions about human endeavor…is a model to be embraced by all 

who aspire to lead." – Dov Seidman, author of How: Why How We 

Do Anything Means Everything 



 

 
 

CHASING THE MOON 
The People, Politics, and the Promise That Launched 
America into the Space Age 
 

By Robert Stone and Alan Andres 
  
US publisher: Ballantine / PRH (North American rights) 
To publish: June 2019 

  
Material available: Edited MS available 
 
Rights sold:  UK/Commonwealth (Harper UK) 
 

A charismatic young president issued the historic Moon landing 

challenge. It tells the stories of the visionaries–based on eyewitness 

accounts and newly discovered material—who helped America win 

the space race with the first lunar landing fifty years ago. 

 
In 1961, President John F. Kennedy proposed the nation spend twenty 
billion dollars to land a man on the Moon before the end of the decade. 

For the first time, CHASING THE MOON reveals the unknown stories 
of the fascinating individuals whose imaginative work across several 
decades culminated in America’s momentous achievement. More than a 
story of engineers and astronauts, the Moon landing—now celebrating its 
50th anniversary—grew out of the dreams of science fiction writers, 
filmmakers, military geniuses and rule-breaking scientists. Going in depth 
to explore their stories beyond the PBS series, writer/producer Robert 
Stone—called “one of our most important documentary film makers” by 
Entertainment Weekly—brings these important figures to brilliant life.  
  *  Science fiction author Arthur C. Clarke, whose writing inspired some 
of the key players in the Moon race.  
  *  Wernher von Braun, the Nazi military genius who oversaw Hitler’s 
rocket weapons program.  
  *  Astronaut Frank Borman, commander of the first mission to 
circumnavigate the Moon.  
  *  Poppy Northcutt, a young mathematician who was the first woman to 
work in Mission Control.  
*  Ed Dwight, an African-American astronaut candidate. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Setting these key players in the political, social, and cultural climate of the 
time, and including captivating photos throughout, Chasing the Moon 
focuses on the science and the history, but most importantly, the 
extraordinary individuals behind what was undoubtedly the greatest human 
achievement of the twentieth century. 
 

Robert Stone is an Academy Award nominated director who Entertainment 
Weekly called “one of our most important documentary film makers”.  
 
Alan Andres is a frequent collaborative writer for works of history, 
business, and psychology.  

 



 

 
 

CRACKING COMPLEXITY 
The Breakthrough Formula for Solving Just About 
Anything Fast 
 

By David Komlos and David Benjamin 
 
UK publisher: Nicholas Brealey Books / Hachette (WE rights) 
To publish: June 2019 

 
Material available: Edited MS available 
 
Rights sold:  China (CITIC) 

 

CRACKING COMPLEXITY will revolutionize how groups of 

people make decisions. 

 

The genesis behind CRACKING COMPLEXITY was a chance 
meeting between the authors David Komlos and David Benjamin 
and Stafford Beer, a visiting professor at the Wharton School and an 
expert in cybernetics who developed a patented system that, when 
administered, guided organizations to make the best decisions possible in 
complex, changing environments.  
 
Komlos and Benjamin bought Beer’s patents and have spent the past 
decade refining his system and using it—to great success—in the Fortune 

100. The centerpiece of CRACKING COMPLEXITY  is a unique 
process called a Syntegration. This process brings together a group of 
specially selected people and then asks them to play various roles, which 
shift and change in time according to rules, producing a “mega-brain” that 
can see every side of a problem and identify the best solutions for it. 
 
David Komlos is CEO and David Benjamin is CTO/Chief Architect of 
Syntegrity, a global leader in Business Orchestration Solutions, which helps 
companies and organizations solve their most complex challenges and 
clear the way for execution.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Praise for CRACKING COMPLEXITY:  

 
"The formula is a very fascinating, unique format…easily the best return 
on time and money I have ever experienced." ― Mike Crichton, Head of 
Asia Pacific, Middle East and Africa, Sandoz 
 
"A breakthrough for engaging the organization in solving big challenges 
with speed and agility." ― Cathy Nash, CEO of Woodforest National 
Bank 

 
"A compelling case for how organizations can tackle a future where the 
ability to simplify and manage complexity will be the crucible of success. 
Required reading for every CEO!" ― Tom Koulopoulos, Chairman, 
Delphi Group 



 

 
 

RECKONING  
The Epic Battle Against Sexual Abuse and Harrassment 
 
By Linda Hirshman 
 
US Publisher: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt (North American rights) 
To publish: June 2019 

 
Materials available: Edited MS available 

 
The first history—incisive, witty, fascinating—of the fight against 

sexual harassment, from the author of the New York Times bestseller  

Sisters in Law. RECKONING is a movement-defining, revelatory, 

essential social history. 

 

In RECKONING, Linda Hirshman, acclaimed historian of social change 
movements, delivers the sweeping story of the struggle leading up to 
#MeToo and beyond: from the first stories of workplace harassment 
percolating to the surface in the 1970s; to the fulcrum of 
Clinton/Lewinsky, when a forgiving Gloria Steinem “swerved” so that, 
according to Hirshman, “for two decades most liberal men in the 
Democratic party didn't take feminists seriously." Legal liberals even 
resisted the movement to end rape on campus. And then came Harvey 
Weinstein and the reckoning. 
 
Hirshman tells the full story of the legal cases that have quietly prepared 
the way for the takedown of the abusers and harassers of the workplace, 
and holds up African American women as having taken some of the most 
important stands against sexual harassment over the past fifty years. 

Finally, RECKONING shines fascinating light on how our watershed 
#MeToo moment has come from pioneering women in the new media.  
 
Linda Hirshman is a labor and civil rights lawyer and former Supreme 
Court litigator, who has written for Slate, Salon, The Daily Beast, The New 
Republic, and The New Yorker. Her book Victory: The Triumphant Gay 
Revolution was named one of the New York Times Book Review’s Notable 
Books of 2012. Sisters in Law was a New York Times bestseller. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Praise for RECKONING:  

 
“A gripping account of the most profound cultural, political, and legal 
transformation of the past fifty years. Pulling no punches and sparing no 
hypocrites, Linda Hirshman speaks to all of us, men and women alike, in a 
voice at once urgent and entertaining, about the eternal double helix of sex 
and power.” – Laurence H. Tribe, Carl M. Loeb University Professor 
and Professor of Constitutional Law, Harvard Law School 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

FROM RUSSIA WITH BLOOD 
The Kremlin's Ruthless Assassination Program and 
Vladamir Putin's Secret War on the West 
 
By Heidi Blake 
 
US publisher: Mulholland Books / Little, Brown (NA rights) 
To publish: September 2019 

  
Material available: Edited MS available in March 2019 
 
Rights sold:    Holland (Nieuw Amsterdam) 
  Japan (Kobunsha) 
  Poland (Foksal)  
  Romania (RAO) 
  UK/Commonwealth (Harper UK) 
 

Taking readers deep inside the high-rolling underworld of Russia’s 

exiled oligarchs, award-winning journalist Heidi Blake illuminates 

Putin’s alarming assassination campaign and the West’s shocking 

attempts to cover them up. 

 
In 2014, Scot Young plummeted from the window of his London 
penthouse. Despite his repeated warnings to friends, family, and the police 
that he was being tailed by a Russian hit-squad, and the deaths of his eight 
associates, British police declared Young’s fall a suicide and closed the case 
within minutes of arriving on the scene.  
 
For years, Young was a high-rolling British fixer for a ring of exiled 
Russian oligarchs, most notably Boris Berezovsky, who had extensive 
organized crime connections and came to the UK tailed by teams of 
Russian spies deployed to track their every move. Public enemies of Putin, 
these emigres extracted enormous wealth from Russia and openly 
criticized Putin’s regime, using their power and influence abroad to raise 
questions about an emboldened FSB. As tensions rose, however, bodies 
began to mysteriously pile up, yet any British investigations were notably 
subdued and quickly shut down.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Based on 250 boxes of documents, years of reporting, and interviews with 

hundreds of associates, FROM RUSSIA WITH BLOOD  tells one of 
the most important geopolitical stories of our time, revealing how the 
death of Berezovsky, Young, and countless others can be linked to Putin’s 
larger assassination program-and how Western governments are failing to 
protect those living abroad against the threat. 
 
Heidi Blake is Buzzfeed’s Global Investigations Editor, overseeing a 
multi-award winning team of reporters. She was previously Assistant 
Editor of The Sunday Times, the co-author of The Ugly Game, and has won 
18 national and international media awards. She was named Digital 
Journalist of 2016 by the London Press Club and ranked on the 2016 
Forbes 30 Under 30 list of the most influential young media professionals 
in Europe.  



 

 
 

DOG IS LOVE 
Why and How Your Dog Loves You 
 
By Clive D. L. Wynne 
 
US publisher: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt (North American rights) 
To publish: September 2019 
 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in March 2019 

 
Rights sold:    France (Marabout) 
  Holland (Kosmos)  
  Germany (Kynos) 
  Poland (Marginesy) 
  Russia (Eksmo) 
  Spain (PRH Spain) 
  Sweden (Natur & Kultur) 
  UK/Commonwealth (Quercus) 

 

A pioneering canine behaviorist draws on cutting-edge research to 

show that a single, simple trait—the capacity to love—is what makes 

dogs such perfect companions for humans, and to explain how we 

can better reciprocate their affection. 

 
Scientists have been studying dogs for over a century and have come up 
with many theories about what makes them special, most of which have 
centered on the notion that dogs possess a unique form of intelligence. 
Wynne was inclined to accept these theories until he did some intelligence 
experiments of his own. When he published his results, he was dubbed 
“the Debbie Downer of canine cognition” and he soon began the research 
that led him to the conclusion that dogs have an amazing ability to bond 
with other beings, a bond that he sees no reason not to call love.  

 
In DOG IS LOVE, Wynne tells the story of how he and other scientists 
have started cracking the code of love in dogs over the past decade. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clive D. Wynne is a professor of behavioral psychology at Arizona State 

University, where he also directs the Canine Science Collaboratory. DOG 

IS LOVE is his first book for a trade audience. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

BREAK IT UP 
The Secret History of America's Imperfect Union  
 
By Richard Kreitner  
 
US publisher: Little, Brown (North American rights) 
To publish: Fall 2019 

 
Material available:  Proposal available 
                     Edited MS available in Spring 2019 

 
The fiery thesis of BREAK IT UP is simple: the United States did 

not and will never live up to its name.  

 

The thirteen highly autonomous and distinct colonies could barely agree 
to fight Great Britain together, so a detailed plan for uniting them into a 
democratic republic was certainly not in the offing in 1776. And ever 
since our country's founding, there have been two inextinguishable 
warring forces in the American mind: the impulse to preserve the Union, 
and the desire to dissolve it. The states of the United States of America 
have never been effectively united in the first place. 

 

With a scholar's command, journalist's curiosity, and novelist's prose, 
Boston Globe contributor and Nation magazine editor Richard Kreitner will 
take readers on a revolutionary journey through American history, 
revealing how powerful and persistent disunion movements are. This 
disunionist impulse found its greatest expression in the Civil War, but as 

BREAK IT UP will show, the seduction of secession has never gone 
away. In the way Nancy Isenberg's White Trash recently struck a national 
vein, or Colin Woodard's American Nations forced readers to think about 

regionalism, BREAK IT UP will help readers make fresh sense of our 
fractured age.  

 
Richard Kreitner is an editor at The Nation and his essays, reviews, and 
criticism have appeared in The Nation, The Boston Globe, and The Baffler. 

 

 

THE POWER OF WOW 
How to Electrify Your Business, Your Community—And 
Your Life—By Putting Service First 
 
By Mark Dagostino & The Employees of Zappos 
 
US publisher: BenBella Books (North American rights) 
To publish: Fall 2019 
 
Material available:  Edited MS available May 2019 

 
Rights sold:    Japan (Diamond) 
  Korea (Rok Media) 
  Romania (SC Publica)  
  Russia (AST) 

 
Through both compelling storytelling and sound prescriptive 

advice, this enlightening work will evince Zappos’ highly 

rewarding philosophy: that creating a service-minded culture is the 

key to developing satisfied, self-actualized employees, contributing to 

a thriving local community and engineering long-term success.  

 
THE POWER OF WOW! will feature keen business strategy, sharp 
cultural insights, engaging narratives from both inside and outside the 
Zappos campus, and prominent voices from businesses across the world 
who pride themselves on their innovative and steadfast commitment to 
service. Simply put, the Zappos team will encourage a new generation of 
consumers and producers to reconceptualize the idea of “service,” 
showing that it’s about much more than just free shipping and friendly 
call center response. It’s about setting a new example for how people 
should treat each other in all encounters, in business and otherwise—with 
kindness, empathy and joy.  
 

THE POWER OF WOW! will do no less than revolutionize the way we 
build relationships at our workplaces, in our local communities, and, most 
importantly, in our own personal lives. 

 



 

 
 

IT’S HOW YOU PLAY THE GAME 
 
By Ed Stack 
 
US publisher: Scribner / Simon & Schuster (North American rights) 
To publish: Fall 2019 
 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Spring 2019 
           

Ed Stack’s book chronicles one of the great business stories of our 

time. 
 
With a story that rose to a crescendo in the wake of the Parkland 
massacre, when Ed became a household name by announcing that his 
company, DICK’s Sporting Goods, would no longer sell assault-style 
weapons and would no longer sell guns to anyone under the age of 21. 
The first chief executive to take such a stand, his action spurred other 
major corporations, including Walmart and Citi, to quickly follow suit. The 
Wall Street Journal christened him “The Corporate Face of Gun Reform.”  
 
Ed’s overall business story is absolutely singular—in brief, he took two 
local sporting goods stores started by his father in Binghamton, NY, and 
turned them into a $9-billion-a-year publicly-listed corporation with over 
800 outlets. He guided the company’s growth through numerous crises 
that threatened to destroy it. And over the last decade or so, he has 
powered DICK’s growth in a time when brick-and-mortar retail has been 
grievously wounded in the age of Amazon. 
 
In addition, unlike other national chains such as Walmart or Kohl’s that 
feel like corporate monoliths, out-of-touch with the local communities 
hosting them, DICK’s stores, though large in square feet, are intimately 
connected to their communities. Employees and consumers alike feel 
they’re engaging with a beloved and trusted family company. The book Ed 
has written is about so much more than business; including the process, 
begun back in Binghamton, of acting as a force for positive change in the 
communities served by DICK’s, and as a national force for good. 

 
Ed Stack is the CEO of DICK’s Sporting Goods  

FINDING NORMAL 
Sex, Empathy, and Taboo in the Wireless World 
 

By Alexa Tsoulis-Reay 
 
US publisher: St. Martin’s Press / Macmillan (NA rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 
 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Fall 2019 
 

This smart, original, and provocative book will offer a first-of-its-

kind deep dive into our culture's changing perceptions of human 

love, relationships, and sexual behavior. It will immerse readers in 

the lives of people whose experiences, attractions, and identities are 

now entering the mainstream consciousness. 

 
Building on the wild success of her "What It's Like" series for New York 

magazine—see: “What It's Like to Date a Horse” or “What It's Like to 

Date Your Dad”, both of which spent an entire week as the number one 

articles on nymag.com—FINDING NORMAL will highlight the 
author’s pioneering work taking readers into rarely studied—and rarely 
spoken about—subcultures.  
 
Informed by cutting edge findings of psychologists and social scientists, 
and grounded in exhaustive reporting, this compulsively readable book will 
feature fascinating stories and timeless themes about people who are, by 
choice or design, challenging once-immutable definitions of family, 
relationships, and desire, stories that are likely to push readers to the limits 

of empathy. FINDING NORMAL will run the gamut from the curious 
to the shocking, revealing that despite the real differences that distinguish 
one person from another, we are all trying to know and be ourselves, to 
find our place in this world.  

 
Alexa Tsoulis-Reay is a senior writer at New York Magazine, where she 
started the hugely successful What It’s Like series online. Alexa holds an 
MA in English from Melbourne University and an MA in Magazine 
Journalism from New York University. Her writing has also appeared in 
Glamour, Slate, Vice, Bitch, and Newsweek.  

http://nymag.com/scienceofus/2014/11/what-its-like-to-date-a-horse.html
http://nymag.com/scienceofus/2015/01/what-its-like-to-date-your-dad.html
http://nymag.com/scienceofus/2015/01/what-its-like-to-date-your-dad.html


 

 
 

TOGETHER WE WALK TOWARDS THE FIRE  
Breitbart News, Steve Bannon, and the Rise of Trump  
 
By Rosie Gray 
  
US publisher: HarperCollins (North American rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 
  
Material available: Proposal available 
                                Edited MS available in Fall 2019 
  

In TOGETHER WE WALK TOWARDS THE FIRE, Rosie Gray 

does for Breitbart News what Gabriel Sherman did for Fox in The 

Loudest Voice in the Room and Brad Stone did for Amazon in The 

Everything Store. 

 
In 2016, all roads led to Breitbart: Trump, Bannon, the alt-right, nativist 
populism, fake news, anti-globalism, and of course Milo Yiannopoulos. 
What'll happen in 2017? Steve Bannon and Breitbart News were early, key, 
and consistent amplifiers of Trump's populist message as well as ruthlessly 
effective attackers of Hillary Clinton, and by the time Bannon officially 
joined the campaign team, Breitbart was acting as a Pravda. Steve Bannon 
is now the closest advisor to President Trump, and Breitbart News is 
starting to spearhead the same anti-establishment, anti-globalist 
movements in France and Germany.  
  
With access to key characters and first-hand experience of many described 
events and those to come, journalist Rosie Gray will take readers deep 
inside the secretive Breitbart world: its formation under provocateur 
Andrew Breitbart; its maturation under a Goldman Sachs banker cum 
Biosphere 2 financier cum Riefenstahl-style documentarian; and its 
ongoing relationship to Trump and Bannon while it positions itself at the 
vanguard of journalism, reporting on and swelling the global tide of 
populist-nationalism.  
  
Rosie Gray has been publishing viral, news-breaking stories about the 
Right for the past five years, commands a dedicated following of more 
than 70,000 Twitter followers, and appeared on many liberal and 
conservative programs, pod casts, and radio shows.  

THE KINGDOM OF CHARACTERS 
 
By Jing Tsu 
 
US publisher: Riverhead / PRH (North American rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 

 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Fall 2019 
 
Rights sold:    China (CITIC) 

Holland (Spectrum) 
Italy (Hoepli) 
Taiwan (Rye Field) 
UK/Commonwealth (Penguin UK) 

 
THE KINGDOM OF CHARACTERS follows the bold and cunning 

innovators who adapted the ancient Chinese character-based script 

to a 20
th

-century world defined by the West and its alphabet. It will 

tell the story of how China was able to transform itself from a 

marginalized country into one of the world’s most powerful and 

ascendant nations 

 
THE KINGDOM OF CHARACTERS will chronicle the dramatic 
events responsible for China’s unexpected linguistic and geopolitical 
triumph. How China went from a crumbling empire to a capitalist 
juggernaut is as breathtaking as the revolution that the Chinese script has 
undergone during that same time period, in large part because the one 
literally helped underwrite the other. Ingenious linguists, mathematicians, 
and poets risked their careers and reputations, and sometimes their lives, 
to tackle profoundly complex technological issues that opened the lines of 
communication between the East and West and led to a new kind of 
mutual dependency. 

 
Jing Tsu is a 2017 Guggenheim Fellow, a literary scholar and cultural 
historian of modern China at Yale University. She was born in Taipei, 
Taiwan, and raised in New Mexico, USA. 

 



 

 
 

NOT TO SCALE 
 
By Jamer Hunt 
 
US publisher: Grand Central / Hachette (North American rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 

  
Material available: Proposal available 
                                Edited MS available in Fall 2019 
 
Rights sold:    China (CITIC) 
  Korea (Across Publishing) 
  Romania (SC Publica) 
 

In NOT TO SCALE, which immediately brings to mind landmark 

books such as Daniel Pink’s Drive, Malcolm Gladwell’s Blink, or 

Daniel Kahneman’s Thinking Fast and Slow, thought leader Jamer 

Hunt searches far and wide to find the subtle ways in which changes 

in scale are affecting the way every aspect of our lives and world 

work.  
 
From big data to quantum mechanics, and from looming ecological 

catastrophe to cyber-terrorism, NOT TO SCALE reveals a rarely 
considered force that is unsettling our everyday experiences and 
challenging our collective ability to make positive change in our 
communities. Jamer Hunt highlights a bewildering paradox: at this precise 
moment when we have at our fingertips—thanks to computers and 
information networks—a world of ideas and experiences, we are 
simultaneously losing touch with the scale of the known world. Resilience 
in the face of surprising scale changes will be one of the key survival tools 
of the twenty-first century. It can help us to take great, small ideas and 
make them bigger. It can provide us with a key for taking massive, 
intractable problems and shrinking them down in size. But most of all, it 
can help us to understand why we don’t quite seem to “fit” in the ways we 
used to.  
 
Jamer Hunt is the founding director of Transdisciplinary Design at 
Parsons School of Design, a program that uniquely combines design, 
technology, and social research. NOT TO SCALE is his first book.   

CHANGING GENDER 
Transgender History from the 19th Century until Now 
 
By Susan Stryker 
 
US publisher: Farrar, Straus / Macmillan (NA rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 

 
Material available: Proposal available  
                             Edited MS available in Fall 2019 

 
Rights sold:   UK/Commonwealth (Serpent’s Tail) 

 
Set to be the definitive narrative of the transgender movement, 

CHANGING GENDER brings the vast process to life of the 

movement through character-driven story-telling and will ignite a 

new understanding of gender itself.  

 
For many people, the Transgender Movement first came to their attention 
earlier this year when 16 million viewers tuned in to watch Caitlyn Jenner’s 
20/20 interview with Diane Sawyer. Since then it seems as if there has 
been an explosion of attention to transgender celebrity culture—from the 
New York Times’ “Transgender Today” profiles and Amazon’s Emmy-
winning series Transparent to the opening of the first transgender modeling 
agency in Los Angeles.  

 
But as Susan writes, this moment didn’t come out of the blue. It is but a 

thin veneer that rests atop more than a century of history. CHANGING 

GENDER will weave incisive biographical portraits of activists, artists, 
doctors, scientists, politicians, lawyers, media-makers and everyday citizens 
into the tapestry of a broader narrative of sweeping social transformation. 

By the time readers finish CHANGING GENDER, their view of the 
world they already live in will be utterly transformed.  

 
Susan Stryker is an Emmy-award winning documentary filmmaker. She 
earned her Ph.D. in US History from University of California-Berkeley.  

 



 

 
 

READING MINDS 
How Childhood Teaches Us to Understand People 
 
By Dr. Henry Wellman 
 
US publisher: Oxford University Press (World English rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 
 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Fall 2019 

 
Rights sold:   China (Cheers) 
            Poland (Mamania) 

 
READING MINDS will be the first book to posit that in order to 

truly understand ourselves, we must first understand children, 

childhood, and the process by which children learn.  

 
Until now, many have theorized that the foundations of human nature lie 
within adult psychology and behavior, but, as Henry writes, “When our 
goal is to understand ourselves, then our children and our childhoods 
inform us better than our present selves.” Merging everyday intuitions, life 

stories, and contemporary science, READING MINDS will show how 
the science of childhood theory of mind leads to a fundamentally new 
picture of human lives and human nature. Many (including Dennett, Sacks, 
and Kahnemann) assume that plumbing the depths of adult thinking 
shows us human nature, a nature that then reflects back on children. Dr. 
Wellman believes that’s backward. Children give the better illumination of 
human nature, a nature that applies to adults as well.  

 
Dr. Henry Wellman is the founder of the field of theory of mind, and the 
Harold W. Stevenson Collegiate Professor of Psychology at the University 
of Michigan, where he has taught for more than 30 years. He’s a Fellow of 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and has published several 
critically acclaimed books about theory of mind and psychology. 

 
 

EDITING MANKIND 
 
By Kevin Davies 
 
US publisher: Pegasus (North American rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 
 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Fall 2019 
 
Rights sold:   China (CITIC) 

 
Kevin Davies takes readers inside the fascinating world of a new 

gene editing technology called CRISPR, a high-powered genetic 

toolkit that enables scientists to not only engineer but to edit the 

DNA of any organism. 

 

If our genes are, to a great extent, destiny—as recent breakthroughs in 
science have taught us, what would happen if mankind could engineer and 
alter the very essence of our DNA coding?  Millions might be spared the 
devastating effects of hereditary disease, the agonizing impact of disease 
or the challenges of disability.  But this same power, essentially, "playing 
God" raises major ethical questions and poses threats for potential 
misuse. For decades, these questions have lived exclusively in the realm of 
science fiction but as Davies powerfully reveals in his new book: this is all 
about to change. CRISPR gives scientists the life-altering power to cure 
disease, eliminate entire species and to change the course of evolution. In 
a sweeping narrative, Davies tracks an engaging cast of characters from 
the scientists on the front lines of its research to the patients whose 
powerful true stories bring the narrative movingly to human scale.   In so 
doing, Davies sheds important light on the implications that this new 
technology will have on our everyday lives and in the lives of generations 
to come. 

 
Kevin Davies is the founding editor of Nature Genetics and Bio-IT 
World and former Editor-in-Chief at Cell Press. He received a 
Guggenheim Fellowship in 2017 and is the author of three books.  

 



 

 
 

PROJECT TOTAL RECALL 

By Steve Ramirez 
 

US publisher: Riverhead Books / PRH (North American rights) 
To publish: Fall 2020 
 

Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available in Spring 2020 
 

Rights sold:    China (Cheers) 
  Germany (DTV) 
  Korea (Gimm-young) 
  Holland (Maven) 
  Italy (Cortina) 
  Japan (Bungeishunju)  
  Romania (SC Publica) 
  Spain (Paidos) 
  Taiwan (Commonwealth) 
                         UK/Commonwealth (Robinson/Little, Brown UK) 
 

PROJECT TOTAL RECALL is a gripping exploration of the new 

frontier of brain science: optogenetics. 

 

Memories are the windows to our lived-in realities and are what makes us 
who we are. During Steve Ramirez’s first year of graduate school at MIT 
in 2012, he and his colleague Xu Liu turned on a light (a literal light—
that’s the “opto” in optogenetics) that would birth a new field of 
neuroscience: memory manipulation. Now, the stuff of sci-fi is becoming 
scientific fact every other week: we can shoot light into the brain to 
modulate neural activity and alleviate Parkinson’s symptoms; we can turn 
depression-related symptoms on and off; and, we can view how thoughts 
are formed in the brain and how they manifest in pathological conditions. 
 

In the vein of The Emperor of all Maladies and Complications, PROJECT 

TOTAL RECALL is an ultimate insider’s account of cutting-edge 
neuroscience, which has launched a full-scale revolution in the way we 
treat and classify broken brains. 
 

Steve Ramirez is an award-winning neuroscientist. He is a Junior Fellow 
at Harvard University. 

FIRST STEPS 
 

By Jeremy DeSilva 
 
US publisher: HarperCollins (World English rights) 
To publish: Fall 2020 
 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available Spring 2020 
 
Rights sold:    China (CITIC) 

Holland (HarperCollins Holland) 
  Israel (Matar) 
  Italy (HarperCollins Italy) 
  Japan (Bunshun) 
  Romania (Grup Media Litera) 
   

When and why did we begin walking on two legs?  
 
Jerry takes the reader on a journey through Asia and Africa to examine the 
fossils of our direct ancestors and our cousins, the Neanderthals and 
Denisovians. He explores how each of us learn to walk as babies, and how 
we each develop unique, personal styles of walking. He delves deeply into 
the science of walking, showing how healthy it is for us and examining 
how it aids thinking and creativity. Jerry ends the book with the original 
argument that bipedal walking was the reason humans developed the 
advanced empathy and compassion that allowed us to live so successfully 
in groups—and to conquer the planet. 
 
This beautifully-written Born to Run of walking will entertain fans of Yuval 
Noah Hariri megabestseller Sapiens, or, of Neil Shubin or Sarah Blaffer 
Hrd, as well as readers of books on walking, like Rebecca Solnit’s and 
Robert MacFarlane’s. 
 
Jeremy DeSilva is an Associate Professor of Anthropology at Dartmouth 
College. He is a paleoanthropologist, specializing in the locomotion of the 
first apes (hominoids) and early human ancestors (hominins). 
 

 



 

 
 

HOW TO LISTEN 
The Switched on Pop Guide To Music 
 

By Nate Sloan and Charlie Harding 
 
US publisher: Oxford University Press (NA rights) 
To publish: Fall 2020 
 
Material available: Proposal available 
          Edited MS available Spring 2020 
   
Switched on Pop is a biweekly podcast on Slate’s Panoply network 
analyzing contemporary pop music. It has been listed as a top music 
podcast by NPR, The Guardian, Buzzfeed, Forbes, Entertainment Weekly, 
Christian Science Monitor, AV Club, and Chicago Reader. Switched on Pop has 
been cited, and its creators Charlie Harding and Nate Sloan have appeared 
as experts in The Atlantic, VICE, Houston Press, FUSE, The Stranger, OZY, 
Portland Mercury, and Billboard. Journalists, musicians, composers, 
musicologists and philosphers have all appeared as guests on the show. 
 
Nate Sloan is a musicologist, performer and educator based in New York 
City. He received his PhD from Stanford University and currently teaches 
at Fordham University. Nate is host of the music podcast Switched on Pop 
and a pop music panelist on Canadian Broadcast Corporation (CBC) 
Radio’s Day 6. Nate is also an award-winning performer and composer. 
His two-man vaudeville act “The Gideon and Hubcap Show” has played 
at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival and at the Soho Theatre in London, and 
Nate composed the score for the 2014 SXSW Short Doc prize film Slomo. 
 
Charlie Harding is the co-host of Switched on Pop, a songwriter and 
longtime musical collaborator with his co-host Nate Sloan. Charlie also 
works in the humanitarian sector, serving as the Director of Product 
Management at Ushahidi, which builds crowdsourcing software to help 
people raise their voice. Previously, Charlie worked for Google, where he 
worked on internet access software and infrastructure projects to bridge 
the digital divide in the developing world. He also co-founded Runa, a 
social enterprise tea company that works with over 2,000 indigenous 
farming families. 
 

THE RISE OF THE MAMMALS 
 

By Stephen L. Brusatte 
 
US publisher: William Morrow (NA rights) 
To publish: Fall 2021 
 

Material available: Edited MS available Spring 2021 
 

Rights sold:  Russia (Alpina) 
   

After the success of The Rise and Fall of the Dinosaurs, which was 

not only an International Bestseller, but named ‘Science Book of the 

Year’ by the Times, Steve is thrilled to be turning to a different 

subject. The new book will pick up where his last left off, using a 

similar energetic, first-person style to tell the story of mammal 

evolution and will function as the bridge between The Rise and Fall 

of the Dinosaurs and Sapiens.  

 

Publishers of The Rise and Fall of the Dinosaurs 
 
Brazil (Record) 
Bulgaria (Ciela) 
Germany (Piper) 
Italy (UTET) 
Japan (Misuzu) 
Korea (Woongjin ThinkBig) 
Poland (ZNAK) 
Portugal (Contraponto / Bertrand Editora) 
Romania (Editura Art) 
Russia (Alpina) 
Spain (PRH Spain 
Taiwan (Marco Polo) 
Turkey (Koc University Press) 
UK (Macmillan UK) 

 
Stephen L. Brusatte is a paleontologist on the faculty of the School of 
GeoSciences at the University of Edinburg in Scotland and the New York 
Times and internationally bestselling author of The Rise and Fall of the 
Dinosaurs.  



 

 
 

UPCOMING FICTION 
 
FINDING KATARINA M. 
 

By Elisabeth Elo 
 

US publisher: Polis Press (World English rights) 
To publish: March 2019 
 

Material available: Final PDF available  
 

How far would you go to reunite a family? 

 
Natalie March is a successful surgeon enjoying a busy life in Washington 
DC. As her demanding career has left little time for friends or romance, 
her deepest relationship is with her mother, Vera March, a Russian 
immigrant and MS patient confined to a rehab center. Vera is still haunted 
by the fact that her Ukrainian parents were sent to the gulag, Stalin's 
notorious network of labor camps, when she was just a baby. All her life 
she has presumed that they perished there along with millions of other 
Russian citizens. Natalie would do anything to heal her mother's psychic 
pain: it's the one wound that she, a doctor, cannot mend. But when a 
young Russian dancer comes to Natalie's office claiming to be her cousin, 
and providing details about her grandmother that no stranger could know, 
Natalie is drawn into a web of dangerous family secrets that will pit her 
against Russian security forces and even elements within her own 
government.  
 
Masterfully plotted and beautifully written, FINDING KATARINA M. 
takes the reader on an extraordinary journey across Siberia--to reindeer 
herding camps, Russian prisons, Sakha villages, and parties with endless 
vodka toasts--while it explores what it means to be loyal to one's family, 
one's country, and ultimately to oneself. 
 
Elisabeth Elo is the author of North of Boson, chosen by Booklist as a Best 
Crime Novel Debut: 2014. Published in six countries, it was an Indie Next 
selection and a Book of the Month / Literary Guild Selection. Elisabeth 
grew up in Boston and worked as a children’s magazine editor, a high-tech 
marketer and product manager, and a halfway house counselor before 
turning to fiction. She resides with her family in Brookline, Massachusetts.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Praise for FINDING KATARINA M.: 

 
“(A) gripping thriller...Fascinating historical details encompass uranium 
mining, the gulags, and cultural life in the Soviet era. Natalie’s tense and 

illuminating journey will enthrall readers.” ―Publishers Weekly 
 
"The geographic and personal odyssey portrayed in this detailed and, at 
times, heart-stopping saga takes readers from a rational, cozy U.S. 
existence to a Siberian hut, with the personal transformations just as 

startling.” ― Booklist 
 
"An amazing accomplishment... Elo takes the reader on a trip to present-
day Russia that's breathtaking in its scope and ambition… the characters 
are complex and believable, and the setting is nothing short of a miracle in 

print." – Elizabeth George, #1 New York Times bestselling author 



 

 
 

WALKING ON THE CEILING 

By Ayşegül Savaş 
 
US publisher: Riverhead / PRH (World English rights) 
To publish: April 2019 

 
Material available: Final PDF available 

 
Rights sold:   Germany (btb / PRH Germany) 
            Romania (Storia) 

 
A mesmerizing novel set in Paris and a changing Istanbul, about a 

young Turkish woman grappling with her past—and her complex 

relationship with a British writer who longs for her memories. 

 
After her mother’s death, Nunu moves from Istanbul to Paris where she 
meets M., an older British writer whose novels about Istanbul Nunu has 
always admired. What follows is an unusual friendship of eccentric 
correspondence and long walks around the city. Nunu recounts to M. the 
idyllic landscapes of her past, mythical family meals, and her elaborate 
childhood games. As she does so, she also begins to confront her mother’s 
silence and anger, her father’s death, and the growing unrest in Istanbul. 
Their intimacy deepens, so does Nunu’s fear of revealing too much—of 
giving too much of herself and her Istanbul away. Most of all, she fears 
that she will have to face her own guilt about her mother and the 
narratives she’s told to protect herself from her memories. 

 
A wise and unguarded glimpse into a young woman’s coming into her 

own, WALKING ON THE CEILING is about memory, the pleasure 
of invention, and those places, real and imagined, we can’t escape. 

 
Ayşegül Savaş grew up in Turkey and Denmark. Her work has appeared 
in The Paris Review, Guernica, and elsewhere. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Praise for WALKING ON THE CEILING:  

 
“[A]n elegant meditation on grief, identity, memory and homecoming.... I 

fell in love with this book.” – Katie Kitamura, author of A Separation 

 
“Ayşegül Savaş is an enormous new talent who writes with the rigor of 
Didion and the tenderness of Sebald. Walking on the Ceiling  holds the 
immediacy of youth and the depth of long-earned wisdom at once.” 

                    – Catherine Lacey, author of The Answers 

 
“Sensual, fragile, scented with hope and loss…a powerful debut and 
Ayşegül Savaş is an extremely talented rising star.”  

        – Dorthe Nors, author of Mirror, Shoulder, Signal 

 



 

 
 

LIGHT FROM OTHER STARS 
 
By Erika Swyler 
 
US publisher: Bloomsbury (North American rights) 
To publish: May 2019 

 
Material available: Final PDF available 
 
Rights sold:   Germany (Blanvalet) 
            Poland (Czarna Owca) 

 
From the author of national bestseller The Book of Speculation, 

LIGHT FROM OTHER STARS is a poignant, fantastical novel 

about the electric combination of ambition and wonder that keeps us 

reaching toward the heavens. 

 

Eleven-year-old Nedda Papas is obsessed with becoming an astronaut. In 
1986 in Easter, a small Florida Space Coast town, her dreams seem almost 
within reach--if she can just grow up fast enough. Theo, the scientist father 
she idolizes, is consumed by his own obsessions. Laid off from his job at 
NASA and still reeling from the loss of Nedda's newborn brother several 
years before, Theo turns to the dangerous dream of extending his living 
daughter's childhood just a little longer. The result is an invention that 
alters the fabric of time. 
 
Amidst the chaos that erupts, Nedda must confront her father and his 
secrets, the ramifications of which will irrevocably change her life, her 
community, and the entire world. But she finds an unexpected ally in 
Betheen, the mother she's never quite understood, who surprises Nedda 
by seeing her more clearly than anyone else. Decades later, Nedda has 
achieved her long-held dream, and as she floats in antigravity, far from 
earth, she and her crewmates face a serious crisis. Nedda may hold the key 
to the solution, if she can come to terms with her past and the future that 
awaits her. 
 
Erika Swyler is the previous author of The Book of Speculation. 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Praise for LIGHT FROM OTHER STARS: 

 
Keenly wrought characters and evocative prose complement a 
multifaceted plot that explores topics ranging from relativity and 
thermodynamics to parent-child relationships and the afterlife […] Grand 
in scope and graceful in execution, Swyler's latest is at once a wistfully 
nostalgic coming-of-age tale and a profound work of horror-tinged science 

fiction.” – Kirkus, STARRED REVIEW 
 
“Swyler’s beautiful story, told in eloquent prose, induces shivers of 
wonder. This meditation on time, loss, and the depth of human 
connection is both melancholy and astonishing.”  

                     – Publishers Weekly, STARRED REVIEW 



 

 
 

LOCK EVERY DOOR 
 

By Riley Sager 
 

US publisher: Dutton / PRH (North American rights)   
To publish: July 2019 
 

Material available: Edited MS available 
 
Rights sold:    Czech Republic (Dobrovsky) 
  Germany (dtv) 
  Holland (Ambo Anthos) 
             Sweden (Modernista) 
  UK/Commonwealth (Ebury / PRH UK) 

 

The next heart-pounding thriller from New York Times bestselling 

author Riley Sager follows a young woman whose new job 

apartment-sitting in one of New York’s oldest  and most glamorous 

buildings may cost more than it pays. 

 

Publishers of Final Girls 
 

Brazil (Autentica) 
Catalan (PRH Spain) 
China (China South Booky Culture) 
Croatia (Fokus) 
Czech Republic (Dobrovsky) 
Denmark (Turbine Forlaget) 
Estonia (Paikese) 
France (Michel Lafon) 
Germany (dtv) 
Holland (Ambo Anthos) 
Hungary (Lettero) 
Italy (Giunti) 
Poland (Otwarte) 
Portugal (20/20) 
Romania (RAO) 
Spain (PRH Spain) 
Sweden (Modernista) 
Taiwan (Crown Publishing) 
Turkey (Yabanci) 
UK (Ebury / PRH UK) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Riley Sager is the the pseudonym of an author who lives in Princeton, 
New Jersey. Riley’s first novel, Final Girls, was a national and international 
bestseller that has been published in more than twenty countries, won the 
ITW Thriller Award for Best Hardcover Novel, and is currently being 
developed into a feature film by Universal Pictures. Sager’s second novel, 
The Last Time I Lied, was a New York Times bestseller. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

TELL ME EVERYTHING 

 

By Cambria Brockman 
 
US publisher: Ballantine / Penguin Random House (NA rights) 
To publish: July 2019 
 
Material available: Final PDF available 
 
Rights sold:     China (Modern Press) 
  Czech Republic (Leda) 
  Germany (Goldmann) 
              Israel (Matar) 
  Korea (Rok Media) 
  Poland (Foksal) 
  Spain (Oceano) 
  Taiwan (Sharp Point Press) 
  Turkey (Epsilon) 
  UK/Commonwealth (Ebury / PRH UK) 
 

A murder at an elite New England college tears apart a group of 

friends in this electrifying debut in the tradition of In a Dark, Dark 

Wood and The Couple Next Door. 

 

In her first weeks at Hawthorne College, Malin is swept up into a tight-knit 
circle. There's Gemma, an insecure theater major from London; John, a 
tall, handsome, and wealthy New Englander; Max, John's shy pre-med 
major cousin; Khaled, a wise-cracking prince from Abu Dhabi; and Ruby, 
a beautiful art history major. But Malin isn't quite like the rest of her 
friends. She acts as if she is concerned with the preoccupations of those 
around her—boys, partying—all while using her extraordinary insight to 
detect their deepest vulnerabilities and weaknesses. Now on the cusp of 
graduation, Malin's secrets—and those of her friends—are revealed. While 
she scrambles to maintain her artfully curated image, her missteps set in 
motion a devastating chain of events that ends in a murder. 
 
Cambria Brockman graduated from Bates College. TELL ME 
EVERYTHING is her first book. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Praise for TELL ME EVERYTHING: 

 
“At once a complex thriller and antihero origin story, Cambria Brockman’s 

riveting debut is a true page-turner.” – Lisa Lutz, New York Times 

bestselling author of the Spellman series and The Passenger 
 
“In this dark romp through a world of privilege and petty slights, it’s hard 
not to get caught up in the question of which of the characters is 

doomed...” – Caite Dolan-Leach, author of Dead Letters 
 
“A complicated and compelling novel of psychological suspense that deftly 
explores the questions of how well we know our friends and of whom we 

can trust.” – Karen Dionne, author of the international bestseller The 

Marsh King’s Daughter 



 

 
 

MEET ME IN MONACO 
 
By Hazel Gaynor & Heather Webb 
 
US publisher: William Morrow / HarperCollins (WE rights) 
To publish: July 2019 

 
Material available: Edited MS available  

 
Rights sold:    Bulgaria (Kragozor) 
  Germany (Blanvalet) 
  Italy (TEA Libri) 

     
You are invited to attend the wedding of the century. . . 

 
Set in the 1950s against the backdrop of Grace Kelly’s whirlwind romance 
and glamourous wedding to Prince Rainier of Monaco, New York Times 
bestselling author Hazel Gaynor and Heather Webb take the reader on an 
evocative sun-drenched journey along the Côte d’Azur in this page-turning 
novel of passion, fate, and second-chances. 

 
Movie stars and paparazzi flock to Cannes for the glamorous film festival, 
but Grace Kelly, the biggest star of all, wants only to escape from the 
flash-bulbs. When struggling perfumer Sophie Duval shelters Miss Kelly in 
her boutique, fending off a persistent British press photographer, James 
Henderson, a bond is forged between the two women and sets in motion a 
chain of events that stretches across thirty years of friendship, love, and 
tragedy. 

 
James Henderson cannot forget his brief encounter with Sophie Duval. 
Despite his guilt at being away from his daughter, he takes an assignment 
to cover the wedding of the century, sailing with Grace Kelly’s wedding 
party on the SS Constitution from New York. In Monaco, as wedding 
fever soars and passions and tempers escalate, James and Sophie—like 
Princess Grace—must ultimately decide what they are prepared to give up 
for love. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ireland-based New York Times and USA Today bestselling author of The 
Girl Who Came Home and A Memory of Violets, Hazel Gaynor was a US 
Library Journal pick as one of ‘Ten Big Breakout Authors’ for 2015. She 
received the 2015 RNA Historical Romantic Novel of the Year award for 
The Girl Who Came Home. 

 

Historical fiction author, freelance editor, and teacher, Heather Webb’s 
novels Rodin’s Lover and Becoming Josephine have sold in six countries, 
received starred national reviews, and were chosen as Goodread’s pick of 
the month in 2014 and 2015. Her works have been featured in The Wall 
Street Journal, Cosmopolitan, Elle, and The New York Journal of Books. 

 
 
 



 

 
 

VINCENT AND ALICE AND ALICE 
 
By Shane Jones 
 
US publisher: New York Tyrant (World English rights) 
To publish: July 2019 

 
Material available: Final PDF availble 
 
Rights sold:  Italy (Pidgin) 
 

From the visionary author of Light Boxes, VINCENT AND ALICE 

AND ALICE is a mind-bending office comedy, and a touching 

modern love story set against the backdrop of an ever-increasingly 

disorienting world. 

 
Meet Vincent. After his divorce from Alice he’s lost his way, and is 
mindlessly working for the State, counting down the days till retirement. 
When his boss tells him to participate in a program that promises not only 
to increase productivity, but show him his “ideal life” he thinks: what’s the 
harm? Others have seen new marked improvements in productivity and 
personal happiness. Willing to try anything to move away from the 
heartbreak of Alice, Vincent reluctantly complies. But what the program 
shows him, is that his ideal life is simply Alice. She’s back. Is she real? A 
clone? A hologram? Despite the lingering questions, Vincent eases back 
into love and begins to live his life again with Alice, that is, until the real 
Alice returns.  
 
A novel about work, love, and how to live in the present moment, 

VINCENT AND ALICE AND ALICE flings us through a shockingly 
funny and tender-hearted world just a few degrees different from our own, 
one that introduces us to a wild cast of characters, including the enigmatic 
CEO of PER, Dorian Blood, a mysterious under-cover cop, and the acid-
tongued Elderly, a man living in his car who may be the only one who 
understands how to live in reality. 
 
Shane Jones is the author of three previous novels, Light Boxes, Daniel 
Fights a Hurricane and Crystal Eaters, and several smaller works of fiction 
and poetry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Praise for VINCENT AND ALICE AND ALICE: 

 
“VINCENT AND ALICE AND ALICE contains my favorite 
combination: laugh-out-loud funny and knife-in-your-heart sad. Inventive, 
surprising, and tender – I loved watching this story unfurl. No one writes 
like Shane Jones.”  

          – Chelsea Hodson, author of Tonight I’m Someone Else 

 
“Shane Jones is brilliant.” – Helen Dewitt, author of The Last Samurai 

 
 
 



 

 
 

THE SWEETEST FRUITS 
 

By Monique Truong 
 
US publisher: Viking / PRH (North American rights) 
To publish: September 2019 
 
Material available: Edited MS available in March 2019 

 
Rights sold:  Germany (CH Beck) 
 

THE SWEETEST FRUITS is an ambitious and ingeniously 

imagined story of identity, revelation, and the power of words. It 

circles the life of the late 19th-century writer Lafcadio Hearn, whose 

tale is related by the four women who played a pivotal role in his 

unique, itinerant career.  
 
Famous in Europe and America for his interpretations of Japanese ghost 
stories, Lafcadio was the author of more 20 books of astonishing range—
from Creole cooking to stories of the supernatural in Mozambique. A 
shape-shifter who reinvented his identity throughout his travels, he 
traversed four continents and renamed himself on each one.  
 

Who was this itinerant, elusive man? THE SWEETEST FRUITS 
introduces him in the eyes of the four women who were Lafcadio’s 
intimates and inspiration in each of his incarnations. Each tells her own 
story of her life with Hearn, all of them as full of wanderlust and 
transformation as Lafcadio himself. Why these women relate their 
stories—at what pivotal moment in each of their lives do they offer up 
their memories—is the axis on which the novel turns. Each has a different 
motivation: to justify abandonment, to establish legitimacy, to preserve 
honor, or simply to love him. Though entirely distinct in their race and 
geography, they share a defining trait: each is a gifted storyteller.  
 
Monique Truong has earned many writing awards and honors, including 
the PEN/Robert Bingham Fellowship; the New York Public Library 
Young Lions Award; the Asian American Literary Award; and a 
Guggenheim Fellowship.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Praise for Monique Truong’s previous books: 

 

"Impressive and ambitious… An irresistible, scrupulously engineered 
confection that weaves together history, art, and human nature . . . 
Displays the author's supple imagination on every page."  

                  – The Los Angeles Times on The Book of Salt 

 
"A deeply compassionate and artfully crafted novel about being foreign 
and family at the same time by the writer whose debut, The Book of Salt, 

swept us away." – O: The Oprah Magazine on Bitter in the Mouth 

 



 

 
 

THE ILLNESS LESSON  
 
By Clare Beams 
 
US publisher: Lee Boudreaux Books / PRH (NA rights) 
To publish: Fall 2019 

 
Material available: Edited MS available in Spring 2019 
           
Rights sold:  UK/Commonwealth (Transworld/PRH UK) 

 
THE ILLNESS LESSON is a novel about women’s bodies, women’s 

minds, and the way each has of haunting the other. The trouble at 

the heart of the novel is as old as the Garden of Eden, as new as this 

year’s horrifying scandals: the matter of who gets to have authority 

over women’s minds and bodies, and why. 

 

THE ILLNESS LESSON begins in 1871 in Ashwell, Massachusetts with 
the creation of a school for young. Caroline, the daughter of Samuel the 
founder, finds herself increasingly drawn to fellow teacher David Moore, 
Samuel’s young protégé—something about him makes her feel seen in a 
way that she never has before. Samuel’s vision for the school—
revolutionary, as always; noble, as always; full of holes, as always—starts to 
take shape. 

  
Then the students, led by powerful, inscrutable Eliza Bell, begin to 
manifest strange symptoms. Rashes, fits, headaches, verbal tics. 
Meanwhile, Caroline begins to have secret symptoms of her own. As the 
school turns to the ministering of a sinister physician—based on a real 
historic treatment—Caroline questions her place at the school, and her 
place in the larger world beyond its borders. 
 
Clare Beams’s debut story collection, We Show What We Have Learned, was 
published by Lookout Books in October of 2016. It was a Kirkus Best 
Debut of 2016, was longlisted for the Story Prize, and was a finalist for the 
PEN/Robert W. Bingham Prize, the New York Public Library’s Young 
Lions Fiction Award, and the Shirley Jackson Award 

 

YOU EXIST TOO MUCH 
 
By Zaina Arafat 
 
US publisher: Catapult (North American rights) 
To publish: Fall 2019 

 
Material available:  Edited MS available in Spring 2019 

 
Set between the U.S. and the Middle East, YOU EXIST TOO 

MUCH tells the story of a Muslim Palestinian-American who 

grapples with her sexuality against the backdrop of a forbidding 

culture and religion.  

 
In YOU EXIST TOO MUCH, the unnamed narrator finds herself 
caught in a cycle of toxic relationships, always falling for the next person 
who crosses her path, searching for everything to be satisfied by a person 
outside herself. So, she goes to rehab for love addiction.  

 
As an outsider who exists in the space between two cultural and sexual 
identities, the protagonist pieces together a pattern of self-destructive 
behavior by retracing her relationships to a straight college girlfriend, an 
ambassador's wife, a married French professor, and an Argentine 
boyfriend—all while coming to terms with a conflicted relationship to her 
immigrant mother, who manipulates her daughter with the promise of 
love. The novel explores the narrator's experience of coming of age across 

two cultures and continents, and at its core YOU EXIST TOO MUCH 
is about the search for an unattainable home. 

 
Zaina Arafat is an Arab-American writer. She holds an M.F.A. in creative 
writing from Iowa and an M.A. in international affairs from Columbia. 
Her work has appeared or is forthcoming in Granta, The New York Times, 
Virginia Quarterly Review, The Believer, The Washington Post, The Atlantic, 
BuzzFeed, Iowa Review, The Christian Science Monitor, and NPR. She grew up 
between the U.S. and the Middle East, and currently lives in Brooklyn, 
where she teaches both fiction and nonfiction at various schools and leads 
workshops for immigrant and marginalized communities. 
 



 

 
 

LOVELOCK  
 
By Heather Young 
 
US publisher: William Morrow / HarperCollins  (NA rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 

 
Material available: Partial MS available 
          Edited MS available in Fall 2019 

 
Rights sold:   France (Belfond)  
 
Set in the Great Basin, the cradle of humanity’s history in the 

Americas, LOVELOCK will examine the bonds between mothers 

and sons, sons and fathers, and the debts we owe our dead, both 

recent and distant. 

 
On Pi Day, the math teacher in the small Nevada town of Lovelock turns 
up burned to death in the middle of the desert. After the murder 
investigation stalls, the town is quick to forget the quiet, unassuming man 
who moved to Lovelock only seven months before. But history teacher 
Claire, one of the few people who befriended him, starts to wonder: why 
would he leave a professorship at the University of Nevada to teach 
middle school math in a dead-end place like Lovelock? What was he 
running from? What was he hiding? And what about her student, the 
misfit boy who found the body but won’t tell anyone what he was doing 
out in the sagebrush in the middle of the night?  

 
As Claire probes the mystery of Adam Merkel’s life and horrifying death, 
she ends up reconsidering her own life, including the tragedy that forced 
her to abandon her dream becoming an anthropologist and her 
complicated relationships with the men she loves: her 12-year-old son, her 
deadbeat ex-husband, and, most of all, the father she adores but can’t 
forgive.  

 
Heather Young is the previous author of The Lost Girls, which is currently 
nominated for the Edgar Award. 

 

WANT 
 
By Lynn Steger Strong 
 
US publisher: Henry Holt / Macmillan (North American rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 

 
Material available: Edited MS available in Fall 2019 

 
A story of motherhood, friendship, money, and female rage and 

exhaustion, WANT opens an unflinching view into the mind of a 

woman teetering on the brink. 

 

Elizabeth is tired. She hasn’t slept in months or weeks. She has two kids, a 
husband, two jobs, a PhD, and now they’re filing for bankruptcy. She 
wakes at an ungodly hour to run miles by the icy river just to silence her 
thoughts. She feels lost in a life she was once proud of, and now, 
memories of a haunted part of her past are beginning to surface. When she 
reaches out to Sasha, her oldest but no longer friend, it feels almost 
harmless; one of those innocuous ruptures that exist online, in texts. But 
her timing is uncanny. Sasha is facing a crisis and perhaps Elizabeth can 
use her own unraveling to right the darkest wrong from her past. 
  
Strong explores the pressures that make some women, even the most 
“stable” among us, want to run screaming from their own lives. And yet, 
what makes the difference between staying and leaving? Conceived as a 
jumping off point from a series of essays written for Catapult on 

motherhood, economic anxiety, rage, and the limits of language, WANT 

lives between the work of Sally Rooney and Jenny Offill even as it depicts 
female friendship with the delicious complexity of novels like Girls on Fire. 
A fiercely personal work and one that marks a powerful step forward, 
Strong’s new novel vibrates with anger, insight, and love. 
  
Lynn Steger Strong's first novel, Hold Still, was released by 
Liveright/WW Norton in 2016. Her non-fiction has been published in 
Guernica, LARB, Elle.com, Catapult, Lithub, and elsewhere. She teaches 
both fiction and non-fiction writing at Columbia University, Fairfield 
University, and the Pratt Institute. 



 

 
 

IT’S HOT IN THE HAMPTONS 

 
By Holly Peterson 
 
US publisher: William Morrow / HarperCollins (NA rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 

 
Material available: Edited MS available in Fall 2019 

 
In the Hamptons, no rules apply, especially in matters of money—

and the heart… 

 

Raised in East Hampton, Caroline never thought she’d be one of the “city 
people” who spent summers and weekends at the beach. But, once her 
husband’s business takes off, a job stint transplants the couple 
permanently into Manhattan life—where the phrase When you marry for 
money, you work for it every day, reflects her neighbors’ lives. And where 
entitled husbands, like hers, embark on affair after affair with little 
consequence. Time for the wives to get even. 
 
When Caroline’s friend Annabelle suggests they experiment as their 
wayward mates have, Caroline resists at first. That is, until a scroll through 
an iPad makes her reconsider…and a pact between two friends is made. 
 
The agreement quickly turns serious when Caroline begins to confront the 
man her husband has become, or perhaps always has been. Will a summer 
affair give Caroline clarity or make her lose hold on the reins of her life? 
And, when an old lover returns, is she ready to risk all for a chance at 
happiness… 
 
Holly Peterson curated an outdoor cooking book, Assouline's Smoke and 
Fire: Recipes and Menus for Outdoor Entertaining. In 2014, she published The 
Idea of Him and the New York Times bestseller The Manny in 2007. She was a 
Contributing Editor for Newsweek, an Editor-at-Large for Talk magazine 
and an Emmy Award-winning Producer for ABC News. Her writing has 
been published in the New York Times, Newsweek, Town and Country, The 
Daily Beast, Vogue, Harper's Bazaar, Elle Decor, Departures and numerous 
other publications. 

WHAT CAME WAS NIGHT 
 
By Zeyn Joukhadar 
 
US publisher: Touchstone / S&S (North American rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 
 
Material available: Partial MS available 
          Edited MS available in Fall 2019 
 

WHAT CAME WAS NIGHT is the breathtaking second novel by 

Zeyn Joukhadar, author of The Map of Salt and Stars. It traces the 

decades-apart narratives of two Syrian immigrants in New York.  

 
Zeyn Joukhadar is the previous author of The Map of Salt and Stars and is 
a member of the Radius of Arab American Writers (RAWI) and of 
American Mensa. His work has appeared in Salon, The Paris Review Daily, 
The Kenyon Review, The Saturday Evening Post, and has been nominated for the 
Pushcart Prize and the Best of the Net.  

 
Publishers of The Map of Salt and Stars 
 
Arabic (Dar Shafaq Publishing) 
Bulgaria (Egmont Bulgaria) 
China (CITIC) 
Czech Republic (Dobrovsky) 
France (Les Escales) 
Germany (Heyne) 
Holland (Ambo Anthos) 
Italy (Garzanti) 
Norway (Font Forlag) 
Poland (Czarna Owca) 
Portugal (Saida de Emergencia) 
Serbia (Laguna) 
Spain (Lumen) 
Sweden (Wahlstrom & Widstrand) 
Turkey (Hep Kitap) 
UK (Weidenfeld & Nicolson / Orion) 



 

 
 

HOW TO PRONOUNCE KNIFE 
 
By Souvankham Thammavongsa 
 
US publisher: Little, Brown (North American rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 

 
Material available: Edited MS available in Fall 2019 
 
Rights sold:    Canada (M&S / PRH Canada) 
  UK / Commonwealth (Bloomsbury)  
 
HOW TO PRONOUNCE KNIFE is the debut collection of stories 

by award-winning and acclaimed poet Souvankham 

Thammavongsa. Uncannily and intimately observed, the stories here 

bring to life the absurd, funny, often wrenching realities of making a 

life when you’ve left your history behind. 

  

In HOW TO PRONOUNCE KNIFE are stories of modern location 
and dislocation, of immigrants and refugees, of factory workers, shop girls, 
and priests. With an eye for the ways in which language can facilitate 
confusion, misunderstanding, and hope in equal measure, 
Thammavongsa’s wry, straight-forward prose gives us moving glimpses 
into the day to day lives of the forgotten classes of a city—the nail techs, 
aging artists, worm pickers, office workers, cooks, gamblers, drunks, and 
deadbeats. The characters grapple with love, work, ambition, money, 
racism, sexism, and displacement even as they crack jokes, tumble in and 
out of lovers’ beds, fight with their parents, and raise their children.  
  

HOW TO PRONOUNCE KNIFE will carve out space next to 
Edwidge Danticat’s Krik? Krak!, Mia Alvar’s In the Country, Jenny Zhang’s 
Sour Heart, and Helen Oyeyemi’s What Is Not Yours Is Not Yours. 
  
Souvankham Thammavongsa is the award-winning author of three 
books of poetry and her fiction has appeared or is forthcoming 
in Harper’s, Granta, Ploughshares, NOON, and Best American Non-Required 
Reading. Her newest collection of poems, CLUSTER, will be published by 
McClelland & Stewart in Canada in May 2019.  

THE COMMUNITY BOARD 
 
By Tara Conklin 
 
US publisher: William Morrow (World English rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 
 
Material available: Edited MS available in Winter 2019 
  

In the suburban New England town of Murbridge, things are 

disappearing. A stop sign, a garden gnome, a pork tenderloin, a 

Lilac tree dug from the ground late one September night. Who’s to 

blame? What does it mean?  

 
When Darcy Clipper returns to her home town, she’s reeling from a series 
of personal calamities: divorce, job loss, dead cat, bad haircut. She 
volunteers to serve as moderator for the Murbridge community message 
board, hoping she’ll find her place once more in the town she knows and 
loves best. But when a proposal to build a homeless shelter erupts into 
controversy, long-simmering divisions are revealed and Darcy realizes that 
the quaint, nurturing place she remembers has changed irrevocably.   
 
As Darcy struggles to re-build her life and sense of self, she uses the 
message board—in her own misguided but genuine way—to unite 
neighbors and bring back a sense of community and understanding.  
Along the way she finds a lost friend, grows out her bangs, acquires a 
menagerie of pets, and discovers who exactly is responsible for the 
disappearances plaguing the town of Murbridge. Told through board posts 

and draft emails Darcy never quite gets around to sending, THE 

COMMUNITY BOARD is the story of a woman learning to live alone 

and a town learning to live with itself. Funny, sweet and timely, THE 

COMMUNITY BOARD will appeal to fans of Where’d You Go 
Bernadette? and The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime.   
 
Tara Conklin is a writer and former lawyer whose first novel, The House 
Girl, was a New York Times bestseller, #1 IndieNext pick, Target book club 
pick and has been translated into 8 languages. Her second novel, The Last 
Romantics, published in February 2019 and was also a New York Times 
bestseller. 



 

 
 

WATER IS TAUGHT BY THIRST 
 

By Anne Raeff 
 
US publisher: Counterpoint (World English rights) 
To publish: Spring 2020 
 
Material available: Edited MS available in Fall 2019 
  

Set in New York, Nicaragua, and the Soviet Union, WATER IS 

TAUGHT BY THIRST follows several generations of two families 

as their lives entwine in mysterious ways. 

 
At the start of the novel, Pepa, aged seventeen, and her Jewish parents, 
have fled Vienna after the Anschluss, seeking refuge in Nicaragua. In this 
village dominated by an old, ruined fort, a wide river, and surrounded by 
jungle, Pepa’s parents treat the villagers and lead a mission to inoculate 
them against yellow fever. Their daughter meets a young man, Guillermo, 
and begins a secret affair. Decades later, a widowed Pepa lives in New 
York. She is sick, and hiding her condition from her daughter, Liliana. 
Both are still traumatized by the death of Liliana’s brother, William, who 
traveled to El Castillo as a young man in the 1980’s to join the Sandinista 
rebels in their uprising against the government. Liliana, grief-stricken by a 
painful divorce, agrees to travel to El Castillo to find out what happened 
to William, so her mother can know the truth before she dies. 
 
The chapters weave in and out of the different generations in each family, 
exploring parallels that link them closely. It is a novel about love, grief, and 
passion. It is also about war and how it changes lives in completely 
unexpected ways. The novel is deeply profound—yet, every few pages 
Anne gives us one of her wry, perceptive observations about the way we 
live our daily lives. With the scope and grandeur of Anthony Doerr’s All 
The Light We Cannot See, Anthony Marra’s A Constellation of Vital Phenomena 
and Min Jin Lee’s Pachinko, Anne’s writing is extraordinarily beautiful, 
marked by poetic descriptions, deep empathy and lightness of touch. 
 
Anne Raeff is the author of the novel Clara Mondschein’s Melancholia and 
the short story collection The Jungle Around Us, which won the 2015 
Flannery O’Connor Award for Short Fiction.  
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