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Aftershock 

Alison Taylor 
 
For readers of  Gail  Honeyman and Maria Semple comes the 
compulsively readable upmarket book club debut AFTERSHOCK by 
Alison Taylor.  
 
Meet Jules, Chloe’s middle-aged mother, whose history of chronic pain turns her into an 
opiate addict in danger of losing her job and the life she has built for herself, and Chloe, 
her frustrated daughter, a millennial lesbian, clearly not getting the support she needs as 
she navigates the tough waters of early adult life. Connected by trauma, both mother and 
daughter are unable to address the emotional impact and secrets surrounding the tragic 

death of a baby sister, years prior. 
 
Chloe was six when the baby died. Nightmares haunt her still. After Chloe drops out of university to travel for a year, 
Jules’s Oxy dependency quickly becomes problematic. We follow their parallel journeys: Jules struggles to regain control 
of her life, and to come to terms with the emotional pain that has so long manifested itself in her body. Chloe, after a 
rocky visit with her estranged father and his new family in New Zealand, resolves to go off the map, hoping it will help 
her understand her place in the world. 
 
When Jules suddenly can’t find her daughter, it is all too familiar. Shared trauma has driven them a world apart, but they 
will need to find each other again to begin to heal. 
 
ALISON TAYLOR is a writer, stand-up comic and video artist whose work has screened internationally. She has an MFA in film from 
York University and is a graduate of the Humber School for Writers. She has previously published in Exile Literary Quarterly and is 
currently working on her next novel, in which three estranged siblings are forced to reunite after their mother suffers a debilitating 
stroke. Originally from Hamilton, Ontario, Alison currently splits her time between Toronto, where she works as a television editor, 
and Fredericton, where her partner lives with their two cats. 
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Canada, HarperCollins Canada 
Manuscript Available Fall 2018 
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The Boat People 

Sharon Bala 
 
For readers of  Khaled Hosseini  and Chris  Cleave,  THE BOAT 
PEOPLE is  an extraordinary novel  about a  group of refugees who 
survive a  perilous ocean voyage only to face the threat of  
deportation amid accusations of  terrorism. 
 
When a rusty cargo ship carrying Mahindan and 500 fellow refugees from Sri Lanka's 
bloody civil war reaches safe Canadian shores, the young father thinks he and his six-year-
old son can finally start a new life. Instead the group is thrown into a prison, with 

government officials and news headlines speculating that among the "boat people" are members of a separatist militant 
organization responsible for countless suicide attacks--and that these terrorists now pose a threat to Canada's national 
security. 
 
As the refugees become subject to heavy interrogation, Mahindan is haunted by the choices he made in Sri Lanka, acts of 
desperation that enabled his escape but now threaten his and his son’s chance for asylum. 
 
Inspired by real life events, this is a spellbinding and timely novel about identity and belonging; family secrets and loss; 
and the divisive rhetoric around immigration. Told through the alternating perspectives of Mahindan, his lawyer, and the 
adjudicator who must decide his fate, THE BOAT PEOPLE offers a compassionate window into the current refugee crisis. 

 
SHARON BALA’s bestselling debut novel, THE BOAT PEOPLE, was published in January 2018 and is a finalist for this 
year’s Canada Reads competition. Last November she won the 2017 Journey Prize for her short story “Butter Tea at 
Starbucks” and had a second story on the long-list. Sharon's short fiction has been published in two anthologies and 
several Canadian magazines including: Hazlitt, Grain, PRISM international, The Dalhousie Review, The New Quarterly, 
and Maisonneuve. Sharonbala.com.  
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World Rights Available Ex:  
U.S., Doubleday; Canada, McClelland & Stewart; Turkey, Mevsimler; Syria, Fawasel Publishing 

Manuscript Available 
Film Rights Available 

Represented by Stephanie Sinclair 
stephanie@transatlanticagency.com 

 
#1 National Bestseller 

Canada Reads Finalist 2018 
 

“Timely and engrossing...This is a powerful debut." 
—Publishers Weekly 

 
“A real ship of refugees inspires a novel about the messy 

consequences of war…Memorable…Chilling…" 
—Kirkus Reviews 

 
“Cinematic details transport us to a tension-rich drama. Bala moves 

fluidly from past to present, mixing memories with current 
crises…juxtapositions build and maintain suspense all the way to the 

last line, where readers are left hanging, as if justice is in our 
hands…The Boat People reminds us of the fragile nature of truth." 

—BookPage 

“A perfect book for our times." 
—Toronto Star 

 
“Recommended for all fiction collections."  

—Library Journal 
 

“In her emotional debut, Sharon Bala composes empathetic 
characters and encourages her audience to endure their struggles. 

She grips her readers and dives into the humanity of the world she's 
created; when they resurface, they'll be gasping for air. Breathlessly 

beautiful, The Boat People reminds everyone of the value of 
compassion in a world claiming no shortage of hatred and 

violence."  
—Shelf Awareness, starred review 
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Conduct 

Miranda Hill 
 
Set between 1890 and the 1960s against the backdrops of  
Pittsburgh,  the world’s  factory and Muskoka,  where the rich 
come to play,  CONDUCT is  a  multi-generational  novel  that 
considers how our l ives are shaped by the stories we select 
to tell  and the secrets  we try to keep.  

 
It all begins in 1890. Lady Ada and Evelyn are traveling by train toward Pittsburgh and two very different futures, one 
affluent, the other quite the opposite. Ada is reluctantly making a journey toward a marriage to a man she has never met 
(arranged by her once-respected British family); Evelyn is on her way to work as a domestic servant in one of the city’s 
finer houses. This chance meeting between Ada and Evelyn, and the envy it triggers when they impulsively switch 
identities, is the beginning of a recurring connection, weaving together their contrasting lives —from the drawing rooms 
of upper class Pittsburgh homes, to its factories and slums, and then over the border to the golden age of the grand 
hotels of Muskoka, the destination of a new and glamorous set of “pleasure seekers”—and ultimately impacting their 
families over several decades of shifting fortunes and remarkable circumstances. 
 
With her proven eye for insight into human relationships, in CONDUCT, Miranda Hill considers the ties between toil and 
leisure, the captains of industry and the working class, disease and health, and the elements that determine our place in 
the world, whether chance or choice.  
 
With the historical sweep of Mordecai Richler’s Solomon Gursky Was Here and the vibrant characters as in Andrea Levy’s 
Small Island or Michael Chabon’s Kavalier and Clay, CONDUCT will appeal to the quality lover and book club reader in us 
all. 
 
Winner of Canada’s most prestigious short story prize, the Writers Trust/McClelland & Stewart Journey Prize, MIRANDA HILL’s 
stories have appeared in The Globe and Mail, Reader’s Digest, The New Quarterly among others. Her debut collection Sleeping Funny, 
published in 2012, was one of the bestselling and well-reviewed collections of the year. Hill is also the founder and executive director of 
the Canadian literary charity Project Bookmark Canada. She lives, writes and works in Hamilton, Ontario. CONDUCT is her debut 
novel. 
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World Rights Available Ex:  
Knopf Canada, English Canada, Fall 2019 

Manuscript Available Winter 2018 
Film Rights Available 

Represented by Samantha Haywood 
samantha@transatlanticagency.com 
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Daughters of Silence 

Rebecca Fisseha 
 
A début novel  that is  psychologically  astute,  and fi l led with 
metaphor,  wisdom, and the vibrant colours of  Ethiopian l ife ,  
DAUGHTERS OF SILENCE will  satisfy readers who loved Fugitive 
Pieces  and A Fine Balance .  
 
First-person narrator Dessie is a flight attendant, who, shortly after her mother’s death in 
Canada, finds herself stranded in her birth place, Ethiopia, due to the ash and smoke from 
the volcano in Iceland that closed the skies to air travel in 2010. Duty commands her to 
pay her respects to her grandfather, Shaleka, as soon as she arrives, but Dessie’s 

conflicted past stands in her way. The family holds multiple secrets, and just as the volcano’s eruption disordered Dessie’s 
work life, so does her mother’s death cause cataclysmic disruptions in the fine balance of self-deceptions, lies, and false 
histories that characterize the relationships among Dessie’s family members. From the trauma of Italy’s invasion to the 
shame of unwed motherhood, and abuse that meets with silence, Dessie pieces together the mystery of her mother’s life, 
and through that process, comes to terms with her own. 
 
REBECCA FISSEHA’s short fiction has appeared in many literary journals, including Room Magazine, Joyland Magazine, The Rusty 
Toque, and is upcoming in the Addis Ababa edition of Akashic Books’ Noir series. Her play, wise.woman was produced by b current in 
Toronto in 2009.  
 
Rebecca holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Theatre and a Master’s Degree in Communications and Culture from York University; a 
Diploma in Writing for Film and Television from the Vancouver Film School; and a Certificate in Creative Writing from the Humber 
School for Writers. Rebecca Fisseha was raised in Ethiopia, Austria, and Switzerland; and has been based in Toronto since 1998. 
Rebeccafisseha.com. 
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World Rights Available Ex: 
English and French Canada, Goose Lane Editions, Fall 2019 

Film Rights Available 
Represented by Marilyn Biderman 
marilyn@transatlanticagency.com 
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The Dead Celebrities 
Club 

Susan Swan 
 
For fans of The Wolf  of  Wall  Street  and The Sellout  by Paul Beatty 
comes Swan's  latest  novel  THE DEAD CELEBRITIES CLUB, a  
satirical  gem about the ultimate con man who might just  fal l  into 
the trap of his  own con. 

 
From multiple prize finalist and internationally bestselling author Susan Swan, whose fiction has been published in fifteen 
countries and translated into eight languages, comes THE DEAD CELEBRITIES CLUB a timely novel filled with action 
and satire featuring the hedge fund whale, Dale Paul, a witty, self-absorbed rogue and raconteur. Who may or may not be 
an unreliable narrator (okay, he's unreliable). 
 
However, charm and childhood connections to billionaire media personality Earl Lindquist—a candidate for the American 
presidency, touting divisive new policies—aren't enough to stop Dale Paul from being sent to an upstate New York white 
collar jail on multiple counts of fraud for gambling away U.S. military pensions. 
 
Promising himself to earn back his son's previously gambled inheritance (the hedge fund, remember?) Dale Paul dreams 
up an illegal lottery for his fellow inmates based on the death of old and frail celebrities called ‘The Dead Celebrities 
Club’. And as an added perk, he manages to take revenge on old friends like Earl who have abandoned him while he's in 
the slammer. 
 
Disgraced and for once in his life, penniless, Dale Paul's relationships with his family deteriorate while he works on his 
scheme to make himself rich again. 
 
Win or lose, Dale Paul goes through a sea change that may (or may not) make a new man of him. But will the enterprising 
gambler get caught in his own con? 
 
SUSAN SWAN's critically acclaimed fiction has been published in fifteen countries and translated into eight languages. Rights for a television 
series based on Swan's first novel The Biggest Modern Woman of the World have recently been sold to Temple Productions, whose projects 
include the TV series Orphan Black. Nominated for the Governor General's Literary Award and Books in Canada's first novel award, The 
Biggest Modern Woman of the World tells the life story of a giantess who exhibited with P.T. Barnum. Swan's last novel, The Western Light 
published in 2012 is a prequel to The Wives of Bath, her bestselling gothic novel about a murder in a girls' school. A finalist for the Guardian 
Fiction Prize and the Trillium Book Award, The Wives of Bath was made into the feature film Lost and Delirious, shown in 32 countries. A 
previous novel What Casanova Told Me was a finalist for the Commonwealth Writers' Prize; it was named a top book of the year by The Globe 
and Mail and published by Knopf, Canada, Bloomsbury U.S. and in Spain, Russia, Poland, Serbia and Portugal. Swan's other novels include The 
Last of the Golden Girls, published in Canada and the U.S., and Stupid Boys are Good to Relax With. Swan lives in Toronto. She was awarded 
York University's Robarts Chair in Canadian Studies in 2000. 
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World Rights Available Ex:  
Cormorant Books Canada, Spring 2019 

Manuscript Available 
Film Rights Available  

Represented by Samantha Haywood 
samantha@transatlanticagency.com 
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The Death and Life of 
Strother Purcell 

Ian Weir 
 
For readers of  Ron Rash,  Cormac McCarthy and fans of the hit  
series Longmire ,  Godless  and Deadwood comes THE DEATH AND 
LIFE OF STROTHER PURCELL a riveting frontier Western epic.  
 

SAN FRANCISCO, 1892. The old Gold Rush capital is rollicking toward the twentieth century. Young Will Hearst is 
creating a modern media empire. Wyatt Earp, the retired but not-yet-legendary frontier lawman, is trying to reinvent 
himself—and get rich—as a Bay Area property developer. And Barry Weaver, a hack writer of frontier dime-novels, ends 
up on a self-destructive spree and a night in the drunk tank where he encounters a homeless one-eyed derelict who turns 
out to be the fabled Strother Purcell—or what remains of him. Weaver sees his opportunity. He will write this story. All it 
requires is a final act—a true-life climax that will combine redemption and tragedy on a scale commensurate with 
Purcell’s stature, not to mention Weaver’s narrative aspirations. 
 
What unfolds is an archetypal saga of obsession, treachery, lost love, murder and revenge. A deadpan revisionist Western, 
refracted though the lens of a Southern Gothic revenge tragedy, THE DEATH AND LIFE OF STROTHER PURCELL is a 
novel about the power of the past...and the lengths we'll go in order to invent it. 
 

IAN WEIR is a screenwriter, playwright and novelist. His debut novel Daniel O’Thunder, published in 2009, was a finalist 
for four awards: the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize Best First Book Award, the Amazon.ca First Novel Award, the Ethel 
Wilson Fiction Prize and the Canadian Authors Association’s Award for Fiction. Among his extensive television credits, he 
was the writer and executive producer of the acclaimed crime thriller Dragon Boys, a CBC miniseries that first aired in 
2007. His stage plays have been produced across Canada and in the U.S. and U.K., and he is the author of ten radio 
dramas. He has won two Geminis, four Leos, a Jessie and the Writers Guild of Canada Canadian Screenwriting Award. His 
last novel, Will Starling, was longlisted for the Dublin IMPAC and published in Canada and the U.S. 
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World Rights Available Ex:  
Canada, Goose Lane Editions, Fall 2018; French, Lemeac Editeur 

Manuscript Available  
Film Rights Available 

Represented by Samantha Haywood 
samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

 
“This is an outstanding novel, alternately tragic and funny, grim 

and joyous, about spilled blood, shattered lives, and the redemptive 
power of both the smallest good deed and the grand selfless act.”  

—Publisher's Weekly, starred review 
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Elemental 

Catherine Bush 
 
Introducing ELEMENTAL, an urgently compelling and 
provocatively timely new novel  that weaves climate change,  love,  
family and Shakespeare's  The Tempest  onto a f ictionalized version 
of Fogo Island,  off  the coast of  Newfoundland, where the storm 
that opens the novel  whips up enough force to touch l ives and rip 
small  houses apart.  

 
The time is now or an alternate near now, the world close to being our own. After speaking out about the extremities of 
arctic melting, prominent climate change scientist Michael Wells finds himself set upon by climate change deniers and 
ousted from his university position in the US. His life overturned, he flees with his young daughter to Flame Island, a 
remote island in the North Atlantic where, as locals say, "The wind decides everything". 
 
Years later, with a massive hurricane churning up the North American east coast, he lures three men to the island with 
the promise of a climate engineering experiment that may help lower planetary temperatures: a flamboyant airline 
magnate interested in supporting such a project through his tech innovation fund; the magnate's corporate-world 
brother; and a notorious climate-change denier. 
 
The novel, which takes place over thirty-six hours, alternately follows the scientist's daughter, nineteen-year-old Miranda 
Wells, and Caleb Borders, a local youth who works for the scientist and whose life has become inextricably and painfully 
entangled with that of Wells and his daughter. 
 
Ultimately the novel is Miranda's account of how her life alters, and how life and weather and the world around us can 
sometimes change so slowly that we barely notice and sometimes so fast and radically that we barely know what has 
happened to us. 
 
Change, as Miranda says, is always clearest after it happens. 
 
One of Canada's most inventive and highly regarded novelists, CATHERINE BUSH is the author of four novels. Her work has been 
critically acclaimed, published internationally and shortlisted for literary awards. Accusation (Goose Lane Editions, 2013) was one of 
NOW magazine's Best Ten Books of 2013, an Amazon.ca Best Book and a Canada Reads Top 40 pick. Her first novel, Minus Time 
(Hyperion in the U.S., HarperCollins Canada, Serpent's Tail in the U.K.,1993), was shortlisted for the Books in Canada/SmithBooks First 
Novel Award and the City of Toronto Book Award. Her second novel, The Rules of Engagement (FSG in the U.S., HarperCollins 
Canada, etc., 2000) was a national bestseller and chosen as a New York Times Notable Book and as a Best Book of the Year by The 
Globe and Mail in Canada and by the LA Times in the U.S. Her third novel, Claire's Head (McClelland and Stewart, 2004), was 
shortlisted for Ontario's Trillium Award and was a Globe and Mail Best Book of the Year. She has been a repeat TRACS artist-in-
residence in Tilting, on Fogo Island. She is an Associate Professor and Coordinator of the Creative Writing MFA at the University of 
Guelph. She can be found at Catherinebush.com 
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Canada English, Goose Lane Editions, Spring 2020 

Manuscript Available Fall 2018 
Film Rights Available 

Represented by Samantha Haywood 
samantha@transatlanticagency.com 
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Find You in the Dark 

Nathan Ripley 
 
In this  chil l ing debut thril ler ,  in the vein of  The Talented Mr.  
Ripley ,  a  family man obsessed with digging up the undiscovered 
remains of  serial  kil ler  victims catches the attention of a  murderer 
prowling the streets of  Seattle .  
 
FIND YOU IN THE DARK by Nathan Ripley sold at auction in a six-figure deal to Simon & 
Schuster Canada and Atria in the U.S., for Spring 2018 publication. The Film/TV rights 
have since sold on a pre-empt to eOne and at auction in the U.K. to Text Publishing. 

 
Martin Reese is obsessed with death. 
 
For years, he has been illegally buying police files on serial killers and studying them in depth, using them as guides to find 
missing bodies. He doesn’t take any souvenirs, just photos that he stores in an old laptop, and then he turns in the results 
to the police anonymously. Martin sees his work as a public service, a righting of wrongs that cops have continuously 
failed to do. 
 
Detective Sandra Whittal sees it differently. On a meteoric rise in police ranks due to her case-closing efficiency, Whittal 
is suspicious of the mysterious caller—the Finder, she names him—leading the police to the bodies. Even if the Finder 
isn’t the one leaving bodies behind, who’s to say that he won’t start soon? 
 
On his latest dig, Martin searches for the first kill of Jason Shurn, the early 1990s murderer who may have been 
responsible for the disappearance of his sister-in-law, whom he never met. But when he arrives at the site, he finds a 
freshly killed body—a young and recently disappeared Seattle woman—lying among remains that were left there decades 
ago. Someone else knew where Jason Shurn buried his victims…and that someone isn’t happy that Martin has been going 
around digging up his work. 
 
When a crooked cop with a tenuous tie to Martin vanishes, Whittal begins to zero in on the Finder. Hunted by a real killer 
and by Whittal, Martin realizes that in order to escape the killer’s trap, he may have to go deeper into the world of 
murder than he ever thought. 

 
NATHAN RIPLEY is the pen name of literary fiction writer and journalist Naben Ruthnum. His stories and essays have 
appeared in The Walrus, Hazlitt, Sight & Sound, and Ellery Queen’s Mystery Magazine, among other places. He lives in 
Toronto. Visit him at NabenRuthnum.com or follow him on Twitter @NabenRuthnum. 
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World Rights Available Ex:  
U.S., Atria, Canada, Simon & Schuster Canada; U.K./A.N.Z., Text Publishing, Germany, Lubbe; Spain, Ediciones Siruela 

Books Available 
Film Rights Available 

Represented by Stephanie Sinclair and Samantha Haywood 
stephanie@transatlanticagency.com and samantha@transatlanticagency.com 
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Life Will Never Last 

Nathan Ripley 
 
Blanche Potter never expected to meet up again with the past—but she can’t 
escape it. 
 
In 1996, Chuck Varner went on a shooting spree in northern California, then shot 
himself. To his wife, Crissy, and six-year-old daughter, Blanche, Chuck was more 
than a crazed killer, he was a true leader, a man whose belief in chaos could affect 
changes needed in the world. For years, they work to honor his memory. But after 

Crissy tells all in a true-crime book about the notorious mass murderer, then decides to make her own mark, teenager 
Blanche finally snaps out of the cult of Chuck and flees. 
 
Now a filmmaker, Blanche has distanced herself in every way she can think of from her parents. But when she learns 
Crissy has been murdered, she returns to her childhood home and soon discovers that there’s more to the death than 
police are willing to reveal—the detective on the case knew her mother before her death, and so did a journalist nosing 
around the case. Blanche begins to suspect that they were disciples of Chuck—and her mother. 
 
And then another killing occurs. 
 
NABEN RUTHNUM is a Toronto-based novelist, critic, and screenwriter. His 2017 book Curry: Eating, Reading, and Race parallels the 
evolution of the incredibly varied dish the subcontinent is perhaps best known for with the narrow ways in which South Asian identity 
in the West is often received. Ruthnum’s fiction has been published in magazines ranging from Ellery Queen’s Mystery Magazine to 
Granta, and he is a winner of Canada’s Journey Prize for short fiction. His first thriller, Find You In The Dark, was published in North 
America by Atria / Simon and Schuster and in the U.K. by Text Publishing in 2018. He and his frequent screenwriting partner Kris Bertin 
currently have projects in development at Oddfellows Entertainment. Film/tv rights optioned by eOne for Find You In The Dark. 
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World Rights Available Ex:  
Canada, Simon & Schuster; U.S., Atria 

Manuscript Available Fall 2018 
Film Rights Available  

Represented by Samantha Haywood and Stephanie Sinclair 
stephanie@transatlanticagency.com 

 
Praise for FIND YOU IN THE DARK 

 
“Ripley's debut offers a twist on the typical serial-killer 

story…a unique spin with just enough creepy details to keep 
suspense readers interested." —Booklist 

 
“[A] gripping debut thriller…Dexter fans will enjoy the 

creepy vibe." —Publishers Weekly 

 
 

“Engrossing…This debut thriller by the 
pseudonymous Ripley (Journey Prize winner Naben 

Ruthnum) is highly recommended for fans of Lee 
Child and C.J. Box."  

—Library Journal 
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Foe 

Iain Reid 
 
From the bestsell ing author of I 'M THINKING OF ENDING 
THINGS, optioned by Oscar winner Charlie  Kaufman for a  Netfl ix  
Original  feature,  sold in over 20 territories,  named a best book of 
the year by NPR & Amazon, a  Shirley Jackson Award finalist ,  comes 
Iain Reid's  new thril ler ,  a  rural  suspense with elements of  
grounded sci-fi  called FOE. 
 
In FOE, Reid's highly-anticipated follow-up, a young couple's quiet, simple existence 
devolves into paranoia and uncertainty after the sudden arrival of a mysterious stranger 

from the city. The man hasn't appeared by accident or chance, but purposefully, to deliver alarming, life-altering news... 
 
Junior and Hen are a quiet married couple. They live a comfortable, solitary life on their farm, far from the city lights, but 
in close quarters with each other. One day, a stranger from the city arrives with surprising news: Junior has been 
randomly selected to travel far away from the farm...very far away. The most unusual part? Arrangements have already 
been made so that when he leaves, Hen won't have a chance to miss him at all, because she won't be left alone—not 
even for a moment. Hen will have company. Familiar company. 
 
FOE is a taut, rural suspense story exploring the struggle between desperation and fear, delusion and obligation, marriage 
and individuality. For fans of the hit series Black Mirror, FOE is an unsettling mind-bender that churns with unease from 
its first page, and memorably blurs the boundaries of literary, horror, and science fiction. It churns with unease and 
suspense from the first words to its shocking finale. 
 
IAIN REID is the author of two critically acclaimed, award-winning books of nonfiction. A recipient of the prestigious RBC Taylor 
Emerging Writer Award, Reid has written for a variety of publications, including The New Yorker. FOE is his second novel following his 
internationally bestselling debut thriller, I'M THINKING OF ENDING THINGS. 
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World Rights Available Ex: 
U.S., Scout Press S&S; Canada, Simon & Schuster Canada; Scribner, UK; Germany, Droemer; Brazil, Rocco; Italy, Rizzoli; Turkey, Teas; 

Czech, Leda. 
Film/TV: Anonymous Content 

Manuscript Available 
 

I'M THINKING OF ENDING THINGS: U.S., Scout Press; Canada, Simon & Schuster Canada; U.K. & A.N.Z., Text Publishing; The 
Netherlands, Prometheus; Brazil (Rocco); France, Presses de la Cite; Israel (HaKursa); Denmark, Lindhardt og Ringhof; Germany, Droemer; 

Turkey, Teas; Poland, Prosznski; Thailand, WeLearn; China, United Sky; Korea, Arumdri Media Publishing; Centrepolygraph Publishers, 
Russia; Iceland, Bjartur & Verold (plus auctions ongoing in Spain & Hungary); Spain, Alianza; Hungary, Athenaeum; Macedonia, Ili-Ili; 

Patakis, Greece; Rizzoli, Italy 
Film Rights Available 

Represented by Samantha Haywood 
samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

 

“I'm Thinking of Ending Things is an ingeniously twisted 
nightmare road trip through the fragile psyches of two young 

lovers. My kind of fun!"  
—Academy-award winning writer Charlie Kaufman 
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Honey 

Brenda Brooks 
 
For fans of the hit  f i lms Carol and Bound  with neo noir  
hints of  Zoe Heller 's  Notes On A Scandal comes Brenda 
Brook's  new dark love story,  HONEY. 
 

Nicole Hewett, 24, plays piano at The Crescendo Casino outside Buckthorn, a small any town going downhill since the 
2008 financial collapse. A loner musical prodigy, the most important person in Nicole's life is her childhood friend Honey 
Ramone, who left town without explanation when the two were both 18. Six years later life is still uneventful without 
Honey's charismatic presence. 
 
When Nicole's father is killed in a car accident Honey reappears and the two quickly renew their friendship. It becomes 
clear that during Honey's missing years she's engaged in a number of desperate activities to support herself and her 
chronically ill mother: online porn, for instance, and certain fraudulent behavior while working for a corrupt manager (and 
ex-boyfriend) at a bank in the large city of Torrent, 3 hours south. 
 
Nevertheless Nicole is relieved, and intrigued, to have Honey back in her life. She soon offers Honey $20,000 to repay a 
loan from the aforementioned troublesome ex-boyfriend, Donald Aurbuck, and secretly borrows the funds from the 
insurance settlement her mother received because of the fatal car accident. 
 
But: Aurbuck isn't satisfied. He wants Honey back. One night when Nicole returns to the apartment the two women now 
share as lovers, she finds that Honey has killed Aurbuck in 'self-defense.' Fearing that Honey will be jailed for past crimes 
if they call the police (and because she shot him three times) they stuff Aurbuck's body into his vintage MG and head for 
the lake. 
 
The following week they leave on a planned vacation to Las Vegas: drinking, gambling, sex, old movies on the big TV—
more drinking. Soon Nicole begins to wonder about some of Honey's current, as well as past, behavior: who is she talking 
to on her phone? Is she meeting someone at a bar? Who is that man she's dancing with? The nature of Vegas is so illusory 
and the alcohol (and sensuality) run so free that Nicole often feels she's in a dream world. Deeply in love by then, under 
Honey's spell both sexually and emotionally, she questions her own perceptions. 
 
Part noirish intrigue, but above all a love story—HONEY is the tale of two women, two "millenials" coming of age in 
dangerous times, a tale of lost innocence and the search for redemption through love, art, and the imagination. 
 
BRENDA BROOKS has published two poetry collections and a novel, Gotta Find Me an Angel, a finalist for the Amazon.ca/Books In 
Canada First Novel Award. Her work has been included in anthologies in the U.S., Canada, and the U.K . She lives and works on 
Saltspring Island, BC. HONEY is her second novel, she is at work on her third. 
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The Honey Farm 

Harriet Alida Lye 
 
For fans of Darren Aronfsky's  Black Swan  and readers of Kazuo Ishiguro's  
unnerving novel  Never Let Me Go ,  THE HONEY FARM, by the talented 
Harriet Alida Lye is  a  psychological  thril ler  about art ,  bees and love.  
 
The drought has discontented the bees. Soil dries into sand and honeycomb stiffens into wax. 
But Cynthia knows how to breathe life back into her farm; she’ll advertise it as an artists’ 
colony with free room, board, and “life experience” in exchange for labor from aspiring artists. 
 
Wide-eyed, religious Silvia is sitting on her childhood bed, just three days from graduation, 

when she sees the ad. She doesn’t think of herself as much of an artist, having written just one poem in her entire life. But the 
chance to test her independence proves irresistible, as does the man she meets on the honey farm, Ibrahim. A passionate, 
inspired painter, he’s also been lured from the clutch of his loving family to the colony, which at first seems utterly idyllic. To 
Silvia, Ibrahim, and a group of residents of mixed ability and enthusiasm, Cynthia spoons out her hard-won knowledge about 
the science of harvesting honey and the dramatic hierarchical dynamics at work within the hives.  
 
But in Harriet Alida Lye’s astonishing debut, something lies beneath the surface. The edenic farm is plagued by events that 
strike Silvia as ominous: water runs red, frogs swarm the pond, and scalps itch with lice. One by one the other residents depart, 
leaving only Ibrahim and Silvia, perilously in love under Cynthia’s watchful eye. Silvia and Cynthia circle each other warily, for as 
Cynthia herself says of the bees “you can’t have two queens at once.” As a sultry summer cools to autumn, Cynthia's carefully 
guarded secrets begin to unspool, while Silvia becomes paralyzed by doubt; is she truly in danger, or is she losing her mind?  
 
In the hands of brilliant newcomer Harriet Alida Lye, the natural world is both lovely and menacing, as lushly depicted as the interior lives of 
her characters. Building to a shocking conclusion, THE HONEY FARM announces the arrival of a bold new voice and offers a thrilling portrait 
of creation and possession in the natural world. 
 
HARRIET ALIDA LYE lives in Toronto with her dog Fox. Her essays have been published in VICE, Hazlitt, the Happy Reader, the National Post, 
and more, and she was a writer-in-residence at Shakespeare & Company in Paris. THE HONEY FARM is her first novel. 
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“Reminiscent of an Agatha Christie mystery…Lye is at her best 

when describing the natural world…Her fascination with apian life 
and the little-known techniques of bee-keeping give rise to the most 
memorable scenes in the novel." —New York Times Book Review 

 

“An aura of mystery, faintly tinged with menace, permeates 
Canadian author Lye’s sensuous debut...Lye offers an achingly lyrical 

excursion into a lost Eden." —Publishers Weekly 
 

“Lye evokes gothic tropes and an aura of foreboding that recall 
Shirley Jackson and Daphne du Maurier by way of the tortured 

Catholicism of Flannery O'Connor." —Quill & Quire, Editor's Pick 
 

“Lush, poetic…Each lyrical line feels like a gift left at the reader's 
altar. A honey-mouthed debut ruminating on creation, possession, 

and faith." —Kirkus Reviews 
 

“With a strong command of tone and a haunting sense of 
atmosphere, Lye's first novel will transfix readers. At times lyrical, 
biblical, and otherworldly, The Honey Farm is a suspenseful and 

well-crafted story." —Booklist 
 

“Mysterious, suspenseful, and unnerving, The Honey Farm offers a 
thrilling narrative that examines the distorted realities and 

conflicting perceptions that often exist in the quietest places.”  
—Iain Reid, bestselling author of I’m Thinking of Ending Things  

 



 
 

  

15 

 

Just Pervs 

Jess Taylor 
 
With JUST PERVS, Jess  joins a  chorus of female voices—Mary 
Gaitskil l  (Bad Behaviour) ,  Maggie Nelson (The Argonauts) ,  Chris  
Kraus (I  Love Dick),  and Naja Marie Aidt (Baboon)—who speak 
honestly  and openly about sex and women’s quests for fuller  and 
richer experiences.  
 
With an arrestingly frank literary voice and plenty of sly humour, Jess Taylor explores the 
strange oppression and illumination that desire can create, the bewilderment of 
adolescence, the barriers to intimacy we discover within ourselves and the ones imposed 

on us, all while championing expressions of female sexuality in their many forms. In “Tight ‘n Bright,” a twenty-something 
woman goes home to have sex with a guy she met on an afternoon lake cruise, only to realize that he disgusts her, but 
not as much as her own behaviour does. In “The Puberty Drawer,” friends gleefully share their innocent yearnings, 
confusion, and wonderment at the power of sexual drive. In “Cavern” a married couple begin to see a star-filled black 
hole above their bed that grows larger as they become increasingly estranged. In the title story, four girlfriends grow up, 
drift apart, and pine for each other in isolated silence, until one of them is murdered. Just Pervs is Jess Taylor’s second 
collection of short stories. 
 
JESS TAYLOR is a Toronto writer and poet. She founded The Emerging Writers Reading Series in 2012. Pauls, her first collection of 
stories, was published by BookThug in 2015. The title story from the collection, “Paul,” received the 2013 Gold Fiction National 
Magazine Award. Jess has also released two chapbooks of poetry, And Then Everyone: Poems of the West End (Picture Window Press, 
2014) and Never Stop (Anstruther Press, 2014). Jess is currently at work on a novel and continuation of her life poem, Never Stop. She 
lives in Toronto. 
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Praise for Pauls:  
“A magical and penetrating collection of strange, mundane, 
traumatized and ecstatic people who are all named Paul. Its 

simple sentences are little atoms of wonder.” 
—Heather O’Neill, author of The Lonely Hearts Hotel 

 
“Reading a Jess Taylor story is like planting a magic bean and 

watching, with a flashlight, as it grows overnight into something 
you’ve never seen before. But then you climb up the stalk of the 

story and look around and realize there is no magic at all, at least, 
nothing un-real. These are true stories, illuminated with the 

wisdom of Flannery O’Connor and the wild leaping logic of Hans 
Christian Andersen.” 

—Michael Winter, author of Minister Without Portfolio 
 

 
“Taylor’s début collection is a cycle of bristlingly good stories 

that all feature at least one character named Paul. It’s an exciting 
thing to behold; one gets the sense of discovering in her 

authentic, compelling voice a master-in-waiting, like a young 
Alice Munro.” 

—National Post 
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The Last Resort 

Marissa Stapley 
 
 
For fans of  Big Little  Lies ,  two couples arrive at  The Harmony 
Retreat  to “fix”  their  marriage at  what one of the husband’s  calls  
“The Last Resort”  for their  relationship.  Once at  Harmony, 
nestled in the warm shores of  Tulum and run by power couple 
Miles and Grace Markell ,  it  soon appears that al l  is  not right with 
their  own marriage.  As the disappearance of Miles unsettles  the 

couples,  new love will  bloom in the midst of  a  potential  murder case implicating everyone 
at  The Last Resort.  
 
After twenty years of marriage, Miles and Grace are their own best brand ambassadors. In everything they do, they seek 
to set a good marital example for their guests. Except that their marriage is not what it seems—not even close. It’s been 
years since they were intimate, and because of Grace’s frigidity—Miles’s word—they’re now involved in an elaborate 
dance of betrayal and subterfuge.  
 
Johanna Downie is a social worker and reformed wild child. Her husband, Ben Lucas, is an attorney nicknamed The 
Boyscout. Johanna is putting in time at ‘the last resort’—she knows Ben well enough to know he needs to feel he’s tried 
everything. But when Jo meets Grace Markell, everything changes. She begins to feel alive again. Meanwhile, a 
complicated passion awakens between the two women that has been dormant too long in both of them—but always 
there.  
 
Shell Hendricks is the stay-at-home mother of a three-year-old daughter w and the wife of a husband she’s pretty sure 
had an affair with their nanny - he’s a workaholic who never looks her in the eye anymore. But this couple is concealing a 
heartrending loss neither of them really believes they can survive — they came to the last resort on the advice of 
Nathan’s lawyer.  
 
Miles begins to take advantage of the lives of the couples at this idyllic retreat, that is anything but paradise. Then Miles 
goes missing and is presumed dead. Allegiances are forged and broken, love is lost and found, and the truth about Miles’ 
whereabouts—as well as the key to each couple’s happiness, separately or alone—is delivered in a conclusion that is both 
shattering and life-affirming. 
 
MARISSA STAPLEY is a journalist and the bestselling author of the acclaimed novel Mating for Life and the recently released Things to 
Do When It’s Raining. She writes page-turning, deeply emotional fiction about families, friends, and women's lives. She lives in Toronto 
with her family. She is at work on her next novel THE LAST RESORT. 
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Like Rum-Drunk 
Angels 

Tyler Enfield 
 

LIKE RUM-DRUNK ANGELS is Tyler Enfield’s dazzling sophomore novel, wide in scope and broad in its imagination. This 
brilliant and inventive tale revolves around Francis Blackstone, a lovestruck youth in search of the fortune that will allow 
him to marry the girl of his dreams. With few prospects for immediate wealth in sight, Francis joins forces with the 
notorious gunslinger, Bob Temple. Together they form The Blackstone Temple Gang, an infamous group of gentleman 
train robbers who become a country-wide media sensation.  
 
Set in the Wild West, this is an offbeat and slightly magical literary work. Filled with big skies, daring shoot-outs, and 
blazing dialogue, it is an entirely original retelling of the Aladdin story as an American western—a rich combination of 
classic love story, quest novel, and a tribute to boyhood enthusiasm. While not as esoteric as Gary Barwin’s Yiddish for 
Pirates, it portrays an equally unique and limitless landscape. Think Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid and Patrick 
DeWitt’s The Sisters Brothers crossed with The Arabian Nights. 
 
TYLER ENFIELD is an Edmonton-based writer and photographer. He is the author of four novels, including Madder Carmine (Great 
Plains Publications, 2015), which was winner of the 2016 High Plains Book Award, a finalist for the Robert Kroetsch City of Edmonton 
Prize, and a nominee for the Alberta Readers Choice Award. His film, Invisible World (National Film Board of Canada, 2017) was co-
written with Madeleine Thien, and was the winner of three Alberta Screen Awards. Other awards include ForeWord Reviews Book of 
the Year, New Brunswick Literary Prize for Fiction, and the Moonbeam award. You can learn more about him at TylerEnfield.com. 
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“Madder Carmine is a masterpiece... Enfield’s fever dream of a 
classical quest is dizzying, poetic and original... a major work that 

deserves to be celebrated.” 
—High Plains Book Award judges 

 
 

“Brilliant... mind-bending... in the same frenetic vein as Patrick 
DeWitt's genre-bashing novels, Tyler Enfield’s Madder Carmine 

is a step of above, and vividly beyond." 
—Thomas Trofimuk, author of Waiting for Columbus 

  
“Original and gripping right up to the final page..."  

—Publishers Weekly 
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Polar Vortex 

Shani Mootoo 
 
For readers of  Herman Koch, Rachel Cusk,  and Andre 
Alexis  comes a seductive and tension-fi l led new novel  by 
one of Canada’s  most widely acclaimed literary fiction 
authors,  Shani Mootoo.  
 
Priya, our protagonist, is fairly unreliable and like some of us, dishonest 
with herself and those around her, especially about her relationship to her 
partner Alex and her past “friendship” with Prakash. 

 
So when a visit from her old friend Prakash disrupts Priya’s home life with Alex, questions of Priya’s true intentions 
surface in her monogamous relationship with Alex. Did Priya invite Prakash? And if so why? And if not, why does she 
want him to visit so badly after being out of touch with him for years? 
 
POLAR VORTEX dances the line between a Mrs. Dalloway stream-of-consciousness storytelling with a Little Fires 
Everywhere atmosphere of foreboding. 
 
SHANI MOOTOO was born in Ireland, grew up in Trinidad and lives in Canada. She holds an MA in English from the University of 
Guelph, writes fiction and poetry, and is a visual artist who has exhibited locally and internationally. Mootoo’s novels include Moving 
Forward Sideways Like a Crab, long-listed for the Scotia Bank Giller Prize, shortlisted for the Lambda Award; Valmiki’s Daughter, long-
listed for the Scotia Bank Giller Prize; He Drown She in the Sea, long-listed for the Dublin IMPAC Award, and Cereus Blooms at Night, 
shortlisted for the Scotiabank Giller Prize, The Chapters First Novel Award, The Ethel Wilson Book Prize, and long-listed for the Man 
Booker Prize. She is a K.M. Hunter Arts Award and 2017 Chalmers Fellowship Award, and the James Duggins Outstanding Midcareer 
Novelist Award recipient. Her visual art has been exhibited locally and internationally, most notably at the Museum of Modern Art, 
NYC, the Vancouver Art Gallery, and at the Venice Biennale at the Transculture Pavilion. She currently lives in Prince Edward County in 
Ontario. 
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The Quintland Sisters 
Shelley Wood 
 
For fans of Paula McLain and Wayne Johnston and readers of  The 
Birth House  by Ami McKay,  comes Shelley Wood's  mesmerizing 
debut novel,  THE QUINTLAND SISTERS—a tour de force of 
imagination,  taking readers inside the devastating true story of  the 
Dionne Quintuplets and through one of the most significant custody 
battle  in history.  
 
Emma Trimpany is just 17 when, by twist of fate, she ends up assisting at the harrowing 
birth of the Dionne quintuplets: five identical sisters born into hardscrabble Northern 

Ontario in the 1930s. When the babies are removed from their Francophone parents, becoming Wards of the King to be 
raised by an Anglophone doctor, Emma is hired on as their nurse. 
 
Other caregivers cycle through the Dionne Nursery at a disquieting pace as the girls become the most lucrative tourist 
attraction of the Great Depression, drawing visitors from around the globe. Emma—shy, with a disfiguring birthmark and 
an eye for quirky detail—records everything in her diary, her love for the girls blinding her to the danger of remaining in 
their lives. 
 
As the bitter custody battle over the quintuplets reaches a fever pitch, Emma finds herself torn between the fishbowl 
sanctuary of Quintland and the call of the wider world, now teetering on the brink of war. 
 
THE QUINTLAND SISTERS is a work of fiction steeped in research, a coming-of-age novel bound up in one of the 
strangest true tales of the past century. 
 

SHELLEY WOOD worked for more than a decade as a medical journalist before trying her hand at fiction. Her short 
stories, creative nonfiction, travel writing, and essays have appeared in the Nashwaak Review, The New Quarterly, 
The Antigonish Review, Room, carte blanche, Bath Flash Fiction, and The Globe and Mail. She has won the Tethered 
by Letters F(r)iction contest, the Okanagan Short Story Contest, the Cobalt Review‘s Frank McCourt prize for 
creative nonfiction, and the Causeway Lit nonfiction contest. As a health reporter and editor, Wood has won several 
Canadian Online Publishing Awards, the U.S. Online News Award for Specialty Site journalism, and the National 
Institute of Health Care Management (U.S.) print journalism prize. She is also the host of the prize-winning Heart 
Sounds podcast. THE QUINTLAND SISTERS is her first novel. 

 

FIC
T

IO
N

 

World Rights Available Ex:  
North America, William Morrow, Winter 2018 

Film Rights Available 
Represented by Stephanie Sinclair 

stephanie@transatlanticagency.com 
 

  

 



 
 

  

20 

 

Radiant Shimmering 
Light 

Sarah Selecky 
 
Reminicent of  the hit  series Enlightened  with Laura Dern,  
RADIANT SHIMMERING LIGHT is  a  sharply funny and wise debut 
novel  about female friendship,  the face we show the world online 
and letting your own light shine,  from the Scotiabank Giller  Prize–
shortlisted author of  This Cake Is  for the Party .  

 
I hear the sound of the Universe texting me... 
 
Lilian Quick has looked up to her cousin Florence her whole life. Florence is everything Lilian is not—brave, confident, 
quick to find adventure... and American. The women have been out of touch for years due to a family rift, but Lilian, 
childless, single and self-employed as a pet portrait artist, has been watching Florence from afar. Florence is now 
Internet-famous as Eleven Novak, the face of a compelling new feminine lifestyle empowerment brand.  
 
When Eleven, after a twenty-year silence, offers Lilian a place at her Manhattan office, it comes with a promise. She will 
help her cousin rise up to her highest self—confident, affluent and self-actualized—if Lilian enrolls in the brand's 
signature program, the Ascendency. 
 
In just months, Lilian's life changes drastically: an apartment in New York, a spiritual awakening, a rising bank account 
and a shocking amount of influence. It is all a dream come true. But is this Lilian's dream? What does Eleven want from 
her? And, who is Eleven, really, after all these years? And who does Lilian Quick truly want to be? 

 
SARAH SELECKY's breakout debut collection, This Cake Is for the Party, was a finalist for the Scotiabank Giller 
Prize, was shortlisted for the Commonwealth Writers' Prize for Best First Book, and was longlisted for the Frank 
O'Connor International Short Story Award. Her stories have been published in The Walrus, Elle Canada, The 
New Quarterly, and The Journey Prize anthology, among other publications. She is also the founder of the Sarah 
Selecky Writing School. 
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Praise for This Cake Is for the Party: 

“Selecky’s writing, so unfussy and fresh, lures the reader in over and 
over again.” —The New York Times Book Review  

 
“[Selecky] has a tremendous eye for detail and she is extremely 

observant of the subtle relations between people and the way those 
dynamics shift, and the blindnesses of people.”  

—Claire Messud  

 
“Selecky delves beneath the surface to provide an honest and 
insightful glimpse into her characters’ lives and situations.”  

—Kirkus Reviews  
 

“[These] slow-burning tales offer wry observations of relationships 
and regret.” —Booklist 
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The Season of Fury and 
Wonder 

Sharon Butala 
 

In her fourth bril l iant collection of short stories,  THE SEASON OF FURY AND WONDER, 
Sharon Butala explores the l ives of  old women: their  rage,  their  regrets,  their  secrets,  and 
the small  joys they sti l l  relish.  Fil led with wisdom and irony,  bitterness and gratitude,  
quotidian concerns and ultimate questions,  The Season of Fury and Wonder is  an 
exploration of old age and womanhood by an iconic writer from the canon of Canadian 
l iterature,  Sharon Butala.  
 
Out of a sense of duty to her sister, in “What Else We Talk About When We Talk About Love,” an old woman visits her 
dying brother-in-law, whom she has loathed for years, and experiences an epiphany of compassion and forgiveness, as she 
says good-bye to him. In “Grace’s Garden,” Grace takes full command of her life, in complete defiance of her children and 
social worker, as she chooses a dramatic death, rather than enter a care facility. In “Elephants,” Maggie weighs her 
memories of her significant relationships—husbands, and dear girlfriends, none of whom are alive to lessen her 
loneliness—as she attends a powerful art exhibit, which sends her in to spiritual reveries. In “Guilt: a Discussion,” four old 
women devise a parlour game in which one asks a question that the others have to answer, leading to astonishing 
revelations, for which ghosts from the past act as audience, judge, and juror. 
 
SHARON BUTALA is the author of nineteen books of fiction and nonfiction, numerous essays and articles, poetry, and five produced 
plays. She published her first novel in 1984, Country of the Heart, which was nominated for the Books in Canada First Novel Award. 
Born in Nipawin, Saskatchewan, she graduated from the University of Saskatchewan, and taught English in her home province and 
Nova Scotia. She eventually returned to Saskatchewan to live, for three decades, on her husband Peter Butala’s ranch.  
 
Ms Butala’s bestselling books have been nominated for numerous awards, including the Governor General’s Award and The City of 
Calgary W.O. Mitchell Book Prize. She is also the recipient of the Order of Canada, the Queen’s Jubilee Medal, and three honorary 
degrees from Canadian universities. As well, Ms. Butala has received two lifetime achievement awards for her work: Cheryl and Henry 
Kloppenburg Award and the Marion Engel Award. For more information about Sharon Butala, see Ssharonbutala.com. 
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Praise for Sharon Butala: 

“Through sixteen works of fiction and non-fiction, Sharon Butala 
has established herself as a pre-eminent literary voice of the 

Canadian Prairie experience…her own deep observations and 
compelling characters challenge narratives of western development 

that are all too often male-dominated and anglo-centric.” 
—Prairie Messenger Review 

 
“. . .one of this country’s true visionaries.” 

—Toronto Star 

“The sparseness and carefully crafted simplicity of these stories is 
truly compelling. Butala is a strong inheritor of the Chekovian 

tradition—imparting dignity and a kind of tarnished grandeur to the 
difficult and puzzling lives her characters find themselves living.” 

—Jurors' Citation, Saskatchewan Book Awards 
 

“Her novels are overwhelmingly realistic, but the intense writing of 
her short stories steps past its own location and cadence, and 

shines.” Bloomsbury Guide to Women's Literature 
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The Spectacular 

Zoe Whittall 
 
THE SPECTACULAR is  a  book about three generations of  
women and their  fraught and often shifting relationships to 
sexuality  and motherhood, and the expectations of  both. 
 
Ruth is living in suburban Montreal and enjoying a hot affair with the widower 
neighbour, when she finds out she is dying. She decides to throw herself a 

farewell party in the seaside village on the Aegean where she spent her childhood in Turkey—but declines to tell anyone 
the reason for the party. She takes along Missy, her 22-year-old grand-daughter, a cello player in a notorious art rock 
orchestra experiencing a wave of commercial success. Missy is exhausted from touring, and running away from an 
unfortunate incident at the border involving a forgotten flap of cocaine. Missy decides to take Ruth up on the offer of the 
plane ticket to Turkey where she hopes to dry out and get some perspective. 
 
The novel involves several interlocking narratives, divided into three books, that spans the life of Ruth, and three key 
moments in Missy’s life. 
 
ZOE WHITTALL's third novel, The Best Kind of People, is being adapted for feature film by Sarah Polley, was shortlisted for The Giller 
Prize, and named Indigo's #1 Book of 2016, selected as a Heather’s Pick and a best book of the year by Walrus Magazine, The Globe 
and Mail, Toronto Life, & the National Post. She has worked as a TV writer on CBC/IFC's The Baroness Von Sketch Show, which 
Vogue called "the best thing out of Canada since Ryan Gosling" and several other TV shows, including Schitt's Creek and Degrassi. Her 
second novel, Holding Still for as Long as Possible, won a Lamda literary award and was named a Stonewall Honor Book by the 
American Library Association, and her debut Bottle Rocket Hearts, was named one of CBC Canada Reads' best books of the decade. 
She has also written three volumes of poetry. Her short fiction has appeared in Granta, Hazlitt, Maisoneuve, and more. Born in the 
Eastern Townships of Quebec, she has an MFA from the University of Guelph and lives in Toronto with her family. Her next novel, 
THE SPECTACULAR, is forthcoming with Ballantine in the U.S. and Harpercollins in Canada. 
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Praise for THE BEST KIND OF PEOPLE 

 
“The jury found Zoe Whittall's The Best Kind of People urgent and 
timely, nuanced and brave. This gripping story challenges how we 
hear women and girls, and dissects the self-hypnosis and fear that 

prevent us from speaking disruptive truth. With subversive precision 
and solid veracity, Whittall calls into question pervasive forms of 

silence and acquiescence."  
—2016 Scotiabank Giller Prize Jury 

 
“A humane, cleareyed attempt to explore the ripple effects of sexual 

crime."  
—Kirkus Reviews 

 
 

“Diversity of opinion on what might have happened and who is to 
blame will make for a thoughtful consideration and conversation, 

pegging this as a perfect book-club choice."  
—Booklist 

 
“Whittal brings realism and humanity to the story."  

—Publishers Weekly 
 

“Whittall places the reader right at the centre of their pain. It's the 
best depiction of female suffering I've read since Jane Smiley 

eloquently tackled sexual abuse in A Thousand Acres."  
—The Toronto Star 
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Still Mine 

Amy Stuart 
 
The Girl  on the Train  meets The Silent Wife  in this  taut 
psychological  thril ler .  
 
Instant bestseller  with 22 weeks on the Canadian bestseller  l ists! !  the 
mass market edition hit  #1 in Canada.  
 
WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU VANISH FROM YOUR LIFE AND LEAVE NO STORY BEHIND? 
 
SOMEONE WILL MAKE ONE UP FOR YOU 

 
Clare is on the run. 
 
From her past, from her husband, and from her own secrets. When she turns up alone in the remote mining town of 
Blackmore asking about Shayna Fowles, the local girl who disappeared, everyone wants to know who Clare really is and 
what she’s hiding. As it turns out, she’s hiding a lot, including what ties her to Shayna in the first place. But everyone in 
this place is hiding something—from Jared, Shayna’s secretive ex-husband, to Charlie, the charming small-town drug 
pusher, to Derek, Shayna’s overly involved family doctor, to Louise and Wilfred, her distraught parents. 
 
Did Shayna flee? Was she killed? Is it possible she’s still alive? 
 
As Clare uncovers the mysteries around Shayna’s disappearance, she must confront her own demons, moving us deeper 
and deeper into the labyrinth of lies and making us question what it is she’s really running from. Twisting and electrifying, 
this is a get-under-your-skin thriller that will make you question what it means to lose yourself and find yourself in the 
most unlikely places. 
 
AMY STUART’s debut novel STILL MINE was an instant national bestseller. Nominated for the Arthur Ellis Best First Novel award, and 
winner of the 2011 Writers’ Union of Canada Short Fiction Competition, Amy’s writing has previously appeared in newspapers and 
magazines across Canada. Amy lives in Toronto with her husband and her three sons. Still Water is her second novel. Visit her at 
AmyStuart.ca or @AmyfStuart. 
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World Rights Available Ex:  
North America, Touchstone U.S. & S&S Canada 

Film/TV Lark Productions 
Film Rights Available  

Represented by Samantha Haywood 
samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

 
Globe and Mail, Canadian Fiction 
Instant Bestseller Debuting at #8 

THIRTEEN weeks on list 
Reached #4 for two weeks 

 
The Toronto Star, Original Fiction 

SIX weeks on the list 
Reached #4 for one week 

The Toronto Star, Canadian Fiction 
TWENTY TWO weeks on list 
Reached #2 for three weeks 
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Still Water 

Amy Stuart 
 
HOW DO YOU FIND THE TRUTH IN A TOWN FULL OF SECRETS? 
 
From bestsell ing author of Sti l l  Mine comes a new thril ler  featuring 
Clare and Malcolm, this  t ime on the hunt for a  missing mother and 
son in a town that is  drowning in deception—Clare may be in her 
gravest danger yet.  Instant bestseller  in Canada with over 9 weeks on 
the bestseller  l ists  and counting! 
 
Clare has to find them. 

 
Sally Proulx and her young boy have mysteriously disappeared in the stormy town of High River. Clare is hired to track them 
down, hoping against all odds to find them alive. But High River isn’t your typical town. It’s a place where women run to—
women who want to escape their past. They run to Helen Haines, a matriarch who offers them safe haven and anonymity. 
Pretending to be Sally’s long-lost friend, Clare turns up and starts asking questions, but nothing prepares her for the swirl of 
deception and the depth of the lies. 
 
Did Sally drown? Did her son? Was it an accident, or is their disappearance part of something bigger? 
 
In a town where secrets are crucial to survival, everyone is hiding something. Detectives Somers and Rourke clearly have an 
ulterior motive beyond solving the case. Malcolm Boon, who hired Clare, knows more about her than he reveals. And Helen is 
concealing a tragic family history of her own. As the truth surges through High River, Clare must face the very thing she has so 
desperately been running from, even if it comes at a devastating cost. Compulsively gripping and twisty, STILL WATER is a 
deep dive of a thriller that will leave you breathless. 
 
AMY STUART’s debut novel Still Mine was an instant national bestseller. Nominated for the Arthur Ellis Best First Novel award, and 
winner of the 2011 Writers’ Union of Canada Short Fiction Competition, Amy’s writing has previously appeared in newspapers and 
magazines across Canada. Amy lives in Toronto with her husband and her three sons. STILL WATER is her second novel. Visit her at 
AmyStuart.ca or @AmyfStuart. 
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World Rights Available Ex:  
North America, Touchstone U.S., S&S Canada 

Manuscript Available 
Film Rights Available  

Represented by Samantha Haywood 
samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

 
PRAISE FOR STILL WATER: 

“The tension in this book is sharp enough to cut. A pervasive sense 
of dread and danger flows through Still Water as Clare struggles to 

unravel both the secrets in front of her and the ones she thought she 
left behind. If you liked Still Mine, you’ll love Still Water.”  

—Tyrell Johnson, bestselling author of The Wolves of Winter 
 

“Complex characters with gut-wrenching backstories propel this 
twisty mystery toward its shocking conclusion. I was engrossed!” 

 —Robyn Harding, bestselling author of The Party 

RETAILER PICKS: 
Paradies Lagardere ‘Paul’s Pick’, June 2018 
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The Student 

Cary Fagan 
 
In the tradition of Mrs. Dalloway  by Virginia Woolf  and reminiscent 
of  Brooklyn  by Colm Toibin,  Cary Fagan brings Miriam fully  to l ife  in 
masterful  prose full  of  beauty and insight.  
 
Part One. In the fall of 1957, Miriam Moscowitz is a serious and passionate young student of 
literature at the University of Toronto, an insightful reader of the new critics, of T.S. Eliot, of 
Beckett. And she is a dutiful if headstrong Jewish daughter, the apple of her father’s eye, the 
worry of her mother (who leaves her books on ‘women’s problems’). She studies hard, goes 

to college parties, works summers, dates a young Jewish man with a good job, worships the professors whose offices she 
visits in the hallowed quadrangle of beautiful, stately University College. Life seems to be going just as she wants it. Until 
she asks a professor to recommend her for the graduate program at the university and discovers that she’s not welcome. 
Everything changes for Miriam, who begins a reckless affair with an American student obsessed with the civil rights 
clashes in the south. When the young man abandons her to join the movement back home, Miriam gets on a bus to 
follow him, no longer sure of anything in her life. 
 
Part Two. Sunday, August 1, 2005. Miriam is seventy years old. The family descends on her house in preparation for the 
marriage ceremony of her son Michael, one of the first gay marriages in the country. A retired professor and a 
grandmother, Miriam finds her life upended by the knowledge that her husband, a doctor several years younger, is having 
another affair. While trying to take care of her family as well as help a woman Muslim student, she faces anew the 
question of how to live. 
 
CARY FAGAN is a highly acclaimed, award-winning author of picture books and novels for kids in addition to his acclaim as an author 
of novels and anthologies for adults. His books include The Market Wedding (Sydney Taylor Honor Book, Jewish Book Award, World 
Storytelling Award), Daughter of the Great Zandini (Mr. Christie's Book Award, Silver Medal), The Fortress of Kaspar Snit (Silver Birch 
Honor Book), and most recently, Directed by Kaspar Snit and Ten Old Men and a Mouse. He is the author of a YA biography of dancer 
Chan Hon Goh, Beyond the Dance, a finalist for the Norma Fleck Award. Cary Fagan also writes novels and story collections for adults. 
He lives in Toronto with his two daughters. 
 
More information about Cary Fagan can be found on his website: Caryfagan.com 
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World Rights Available Ex:  
Canada, Freehand Books, Spring 2019 

Manuscript Available Fall 2018 
Film Rights Available  

Represented by Samantha Haywood 
samantha@transatlanticagency.com 
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This Has Nothing To 
Do With You 

Lauren Carter 
 
For fans of Miriam Toews and Karen Joy Fowler,  THIS HAS 
NOTHING TO DO WITH YOU is  a  complex character-
driven novel  that explores how we are tied to each other,  

how you can’t  outrun grief ,  and how sometimes,  it ’s  your turn to take care of  your family.  
 
THIS HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH YOU is narrated by 21-year-old Melony Barnett who is trying to come to terms with 
the reality that her mother murdered her father and her father’s girlfriend. 
 
The story begins in April 1994, nearly three years after the murders and a few months after Mel has returned from 
traveling in the American Southwest in an attempt to escape her family circumstances. Her mother is now in a women's 
prison, although Mel refuses to take her calls or respond to her letters. Mel’s older brother, Matt, who dropped out of 
university and altered his plans in order to help their mother through her trial, is married and has an infant daughter in 
Norbury, where Mel also lives now. 
  
When Mel discovers during her job working with the library archives that Sophie is actually her father’s girlfriend’s 
stepsister she learns a deep lesson in empathy, acceptance and forgiveness while also realizing that her brother has not 
told her the whole truth about the circumstances leading to her abusive father’s murder. 
  
Meanwhile, Matt is slowly slipping into a long-delayed breakdown. When Matt is hospitalized after a suicide attempt and 
Mel learns about his feelings of responsibility because their mother told him her plans and he did nothing, Mel realizes 
that she must take on his role as caregiver. When their mother is injured in a prison altercation and needs support, Mel 
must decide whether or not to come to terms with her mother despite her anger and unresolved feelings about her past. 
 
THIS HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH YOU explores the helplessness many of us feel as we watch world and personal 
events we are powerless to control and the need to either step forward to do what we can or retreat in order to heal. 
 
LAUREN CARTER is the author of the novel SWARM, named by CBC as one of forty books that could change Canada. Her short story 
was selected by John Metcalf for inclusion in 15: Best Canadian Stories. A transplanted Ontarian, she lives near Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
Visit her online at Laurencarter.ca. 
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World Rights Available Ex:  
Canada, Freehand Books, Fall 2019 

Manuscript Available Fall 2018 
Film Rights Available  

Represented by Samantha Haywood 
samantha@transatlanticagency.com 
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This Time Might Be 
Different 
STORIES OF MAINE 

Elaine Ford 
 
THIS TIME MIGHT BE DIFFERENT: Stories of Maine by award-winning writer Elaine Ford 
is a collection of fifteen stories in which deftly drawn characters contemplate difficult 
choices: a young girl might have coffee with a stranger; a guy might decide to rob the local 
laundromat; or a widow might get in the car and just keep driving. Underneath the 

commonplace—running into an old lover, a longstanding feud, an unspoken divorce—readers will find a trace of dark 
humor, a sinister underpinning, or a profound irony. Of Ford's rural-Maine-set novel Monkey Bay, The New York Times 
said: "Elaine Ford's book is reminiscent of Andrew Wyeth's stark paintings, which use the terrain of northern New 
England to explore a much larger emotional landscape." 
 
ELAINE FORD is the author of five novels, including The Playhouse, Ivory Bright, Missed Connections, Monkey Bay, and Life Designs, 
and a book of short stories called The American Wife. Her short fiction has appeared widely in literary magazines and newspapers. In 
addition to her writing, Ford was also a wife, mother and grandmother, librarian, world traveler, and Harvard alumna. The natural 
curiosity that informed her work led to many other creative pursuits, including gardening, cooking, collecting works of art, and a 
fascination with her own genealogy. Ford taught literature and creative writing at the University of Maine for nearly two decades. At 
the time of her death in 2017, she resided in Topsham. 
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World Rights Available Ex: 
English North America, Islandport Press, 2018 

Books Available 
Film Rights Available  

Represented by Amy Tompkins 
amy@transatlanticagency.com 

 
“... the beating heart of these stories pits the human need to 

connect against the fierce independence that is the hallmark of 
her adopted home state. The book has a wintery feel: freezing 

winds off the bay, hearts beating under worn sweaters, toes 
stiffening in wet boots. In their mood and compassion, they 

bring Andre Dubus Sr.’s short stories to mind, and the stories 
hold shimmering moments of grace and vulnerability, a welcome 

final collection from a singular voice."  
—Boston Globe 

 
 

“The stories contain hallmarks of her writing: lean, 
unpretentious, funny, evocative of place and populated with 
people who live complicated lives and who wish to improve 

them, against hope."  
—Maine Sunday Telegram 
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Untitled (Justice for All) 

Reema Patel 
 
For readers of  Secret Daughter  by Shilpi  Somaya Gowda and 
Americanah  by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie,  and fans of  Jhumpa 
Lahiri ,  comes the haunting and vivid debut novel  from Reema 
Patel .  This is  Slumdog Mill ionaire  meets The God of Small  Things .  
 
Rakhi is a twenty-three-year old former street child haunted by the grisly aftermath of a 
prank turned fatal. Guilt-ridden and fearful, she lives alone in a one-room hutment in a 
Mumbai slum, and works as an office girl at a crumbling NGO for renowned human rights 
lawyer, Gauri Verma. 

 
The monotony of Rakhi's life breaks when Alex, an over-privileged and entitled new intern starts working at her office. 
Naive and disarming, Alex persuades Rakhi into a transaction that seems harmless, at first. 
 
Against Rakhi's strongest instincts, class lines blur, friendships blossom, and everything she once knew to be true is set 
ablaze. Her quest to find redemption is a journey of self-discovery in which she learns harsh truths about trust, belonging, 
and ultimately, survival. 
 
REEMA PATEL has a B.A. in Political Science and International Development Studies from McGill University, and a J.D. from the 
University of Windsor. After working in Mumbai's social justice sector on two separate occasions: first as an intern in a street child-
focused NGO, and again after her first year of law school in a human rights law office, the idea for JUSTICE FOR ALL came to her. The 
second chapter of this novel won the 2013 Penguin Random House Student Award for Fiction at the University of Toronto's School of 
Continuing Studies. Reema has since worked with Shyam Selvadurai through Diaspora Dialogues. JUSTICE FOR ALL is her debut 
novel. Reema Patel is a lawyer who investigates government maladministration at the City of Toronto. Her work advances equity, 
fairness and accountability in the delivery of services to the public. 
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Canada, McClelland & Stewart, Spring 2020 
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We acknowledge the support of the Canada Council for the Arts, which last year invested $153 
million to bring the arts to Canadians throughout the country. 

 
Nous remercions le Conseil des arts du Canada de son soutien. L’an dernier, le Conseil a investi 

153 millions de dollars pour mettre de l’art dans la vie des Canadiennes et des Canadiens de 
tout le pays. 
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