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Nonfiction
Random House
March 2021

THE HARDEST PLACE
By Wesley Morgan

Translation Rights: Hill Nadell Literary Agency
Richly reported, with hundreds of interviews with Americans
and Afghans, Morgan has written a vivid, military history of
why the international mission in Afghanistan failed. Like Neil
Sheehan's definitive history of Vietnam Bright Shining Lie,
Wes Morgan follows ground soldiers, Marines, and
intelligence operators as they cycle through missions and
deployments with no clear way forward.
"Morgan enriches his impressive research and insightful analysis with vivid writing and deft character sketches. The
result is a definitive portrait of the epicenter of America’s longest war."
- Publisher's Weekly (starred review)
"Required reading for anyone who wants to understand the war in Afghanistan."
- Kirkus (starred review)
"...unique in its completeness… Books like Morgan’s will serve as the epitaphs for the failures of the American
military in its two-decade-long war."
- The New York Times
“The Hardest Place is embedded reporting at its finest. It is an important and vital read, deeply researched,
spectacularly executed, and urgent now that the future of Afghanistan is so uncertain once again.”
- Foreign Policy
When we think of the war in Afghanistan, chances are we’re thinking of a small, remote corner of the country
where American military action has been concentrated: the Pech and its tributary valleys in Kunar and Nuristan
provinces. The rugged, steep terrain and thick forests made the region a natural hiding spot for targets in the
American war on terror, from Osama bin Laden to the Islamic State, and it has been the site of constant U.S.
military activity for nearly two decades. Wesley Morgan first visited the Pech in 2010, while he was still a college
student embedding with military units as a freelancer. He found that few of the troops fighting there could explain
why their remote outposts had been built.
In The Hardest Place, he unravels the history those troops didn’t know, captures the culture and reality of the war
through both American and Afghan eyes, and reports on the snowballing American missteps that made each unit’s
job harder than the last. As the war dragged on through its third presidential administration, Morgan concludes that
we’ve created a status quo that could have lasted forever in the Pech, with the military and intelligence agencies
always in search of the next target.
Wesley Morgan is a military affairs reporter who most recently covered the
Pentagon for two and a half years at Politico. He previously worked as a freelance
journalist in Washington, D.C., Iraq, and Afghanistan, contributing stories to The
Washington Post, The New York Times, The Atlantic and other publications. He is
an alumnus of Princeton University.
This fall, he has spoken about The Hardest Place with The New York Times and
written on the Taliban and ISIS for The Washington Post, been a guest on a
podcast produced by West Point's Modern War Institute, and participated in the
United States Naval Academy's Middle East Forum.
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SACRIFICE: A GOLD
STAR WIDOW'S FIGHT
FOR THE TRUTH

Nonfiction
G.P. Putnam's Sons
May 2021

By Michelle Black

Translation Rights: Hill Nadell Literary Agency
A probing and affecting memoir from a gold-star widow who
uncovers the truth behind her Green Beret husband’s death in
an ambush, despite being blocked at every turn by the
American army. Sacrifice shows how one woman finds her
true strength in the face of tragedy.
"This honest and heartfelt account of the search for truth from Black ... is a heartbreaking minuteby minute-composite of miscommunication, deception, bravery, and heroism, an account that
deviates sharply from official versions. By the end of the book, Black admits that she is no longer
capable of outrage, and just feels sadness. A compelling, heartrending story of ultimate
sacrifice."
- Booklist (starred review)
"Though she believed the military would conduct “an extensive investigation” and share details of
their findings with the families of the victims, her attitude changed dramatically after Bryan’s
funeral....Black’s story is important for what it reveals about corruption at the highest levels
of the military and how that corruption can result in the needless sacrifice of soldiers’ lives."
- Kirkus
When Green Beret Bryan Black was killed in an ambush in Niger in 2017, his wife Michelle saw her worst
nightmare become a reality. She was left alone with her grief and with two young sons to raise. But what followed
Bryan’s death was an even more difficult journey for the young widow. After receiving very few details about the
attack that took her husband’s life, it was up to Michelle to find answers. It became her mission to learn the truth
about that day in Niger–and Sacrifice is the result of that mission.
In this heartbreaking and revelatory memoir, Michelle uses exclusive interviews with the survivors of her husband’s
unit, research into the military leadership and accountability, and her own unique vantage point as a gold-star
widow to tell a previously unknown story. Sacrifice is both an honest, emotional look inside a military marriage and
a searing investigation of the people and decisions at the heart of the US military.

Michelle Black is a mother of two boys and is a Gold Star wife. She has a
background in environmental sciences and horticulture, is an experienced
snowboarder, and has a passion for writing. Her pieces have appeared in The
New York Times, Daily Beast and elsewhere. Sacrifice: A Gold Star Widow's
Fight For The Truth is her first book. She now lives in Washington State.
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THE CENTER OF
EVERYTHING
By Jamie Harrison

Fiction
Counterpoint Press
January 2021

Translation Rights: Hill Nadell Literary Agency
A compelling saga that is stunning and heartfelt examination of
the deep bonds of family and how the ones we’ve loved and
lost echo throughout our lives. The Center of Everything
examines with profound insight the nature of the human
condition: the tribes we call family, the memories and
touchstones that make up a life, the allure of revenge, and the
loves and losses we must endure along the way.
"The reader becomes intimately involved in Polly’s inner life and falls in love with a vividly
portrayed Montana devoid of Western clichés...A sharply intelligent, warmhearted embrace of
human imperfection—the kind of book that invites a second reading."
- Kirkus (starred review)
"...brilliant...Harrison shines with passages of vivid imagery as Polly gains an added dimension of
perception from looking at art and photographs. Readers will find themselves wishing this won’t
end."
- Publishers Weekly (starred review)
"[A] gorgeous new novel from Jamie Harrison...she writes about memory so intimately that it’s
hard not to feel the same sense of wonder — and disorientation — that Polly does."
- San Francisco Chronicle
For Polly, the small town of Livingston, Montana, is a land charmed by raw, natural beauty and a close network of
family that extends back generations. But the summer of 2002 finds Polly at a crossroads: a recent head injury has
scattered her perception of the present, bringing to the surface long-forgotten events. As Polly's many relatives
arrive for a family reunion during the Fourth of July holiday, a beloved friend goes missing on the Yellowstone
River. Search parties comb the river as carefully as Polly combs her mind, and over the course of one fateful week,
Polly arrives at a deeper understanding of herself and her larger-than-life relatives. Weaving together the past and
the present, from the shores of Long Island Sound to the landscape of Montana, The Center of Everything is a
compelling and insightful rumination on memory and meaning.
Jamie Harrison, who has lived in Montana with her family for more than thirty
years, has worked as a caterer, a gardener, and an editor, and is the author of six
novels: The Center of Everything (June 2020, Counterpoint), The Widow Nash
(2017), and the four Jules Clement/Blue Deer mysteries, slated to be reissued soon
by Counterpoint Press: The Edge of the Crazies, Going Local, An Unfortunate
Prairie Occurrence, and Blue Deer Thaw.
She was awarded the Mountains & Plains Independent Booksellers Association
Reading the West Book Award for The Widow Nash, and was a finalist for the
High Plains Book Award.
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THE PERISHING
By Natashia Deón

Fiction
Counterpoint Press
November 2021

Translation Rights: Hill Nadell Literary Agency

An extraordinary novel featuring a Black immortal in
1930's Los Angeles who must recover the memory of her
past in order to save the world. Richly layered and
immersive narration opens the philosophical heart of this
story across time, space and genre for fans of Octavia
Butler.
"Tantalizing, intoxicating, and fantastical... Déon creates a haunting and atmospheric tale of immortality and
mystery grounded in Black history and tradition."
- Booklist (starred review)
"Who are we, if not the sum of our experiences? If the body keeps score, how is history written on our flesh?
Natashia Deón’s time-bending novel, The Perishing, artfully considers these questions and more . . . Deón’s
cultural observations are as sharp and arresting as her use of descriptive language."
- Literary Hub
"The Perishing is a downright masterpiece. Welcome to the world of literary stardom, Natashia Deón."
- Shondaland
Featured in most-anticipated lists from: The Millions, The New York Times, The Chicago Tribune, and USA Today.
Lou, a young Black woman, wakes up in an alley in 1930s Los Angeles with no memory of how she got there or
where she’s from, only a fleeting sense that this isn’t the first time she’s found herself in similar circumstances.
When she befriends a firefighter at a downtown boxing gym, Lou is shocked to realize that though she has no
memory of ever meeting him she’s been drawing his face since her days in foster care.
Increasingly certain that their paths have previously crossed–perhaps even in a past life–and coupled with
unexplainable flashes from different times Lou begins to believe she may be an immortal sent to this place and
time for a very important reason. Lou sets out to investigate the mystery of her existence and make sense of the
jumble of lifetimes calling to her from throughout the ages before her time runs out for good.
Set against the rich historical landscape of Depression-era Los Angeles, The Perishing charts a course through a
changing city confronting racism, poverty, and the drumbeat of a coming war for one miraculous woman whose
fate is inextricably linked to the city she comes to call home.
Natashia Deón is an NAACP Image Award Nominee, practicing criminal
attorney, and college professor at UCLA and Antioch University. Author of the
critically acclaimed novel, GRACE, which was named a Best Debut Fiction by
The American Library Association, Black Caucus and was named Best Book by
the New York Times, Deón is a Los Angeles native, wife, mother of two.
A PEN America Fellow, Deón has also been awarded fellowships and residencies
at Prague's Creative Writing Program in the Czech Republic, Dickinson House in
Belgium and the Virginia Center for Creative Arts. She has been featured in TIME
Magazine, People Magazine, The Root, Red Book, The New York Times, The Los
Angeles Times, American Short Fiction, Buzzfeed and other places.
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BOTH SIDES NOW
By Peyton Thomas

Young Adult Fiction
Dial Books
August 2021

Translation Rights: Hill Nadell Literary Agency

Finch Kelly finds himself navigating choppy waters as the
national debate final brings navigating identity and principles
to the forefront of his life. In this witty and warm-hearted
novel about a trans teen finding his place in the world, Thomas
deftly navigates the complexity of figuring out who you are,
what you want, and how to find the answers to life's questions
together.
"Queer issues are given center stage, evoking the lived experiences of many in a sensitive and
sympathetic way. ... These characters feel nuanced and genuine, with their identities and backgrounds
as integral parts of the plot and characterization. Emotionally charged and politically relevant, this
is a must-read. "
- Kirkus (starred review)
"Thomas’ debut is achingly vulnerable, and readers will root for Finch as he explores his sexual
orientation, handles his family’s financial stress, and balances mental health with his political dreams.
...There is no debate: Both Sides Now is a compelling, heartfelt must-read. "
- Booklist (starred review)
There’s only one thing standing between Finch Kelly and a full-blown case of high school senioritis: the National
Speech & Debate Tournament. Taking home the gold would not only be the pinnacle of Finch’s debating career, but
the perfect way to launch himself into college. What could possibly go wrong?
Well, for starters, Finch could develop a teeny tiny crush on his very attractive, very taken, and very gay debate
partner, Jonah. Never mind that Finch has never considered whether he’s interested in more than just girls.
And that dream of college in DC? Finch hasn’t exactly been accepted anywhere yet, let alone received the full-ride
scholarship he’ll need to make this dream a reality.
Worst of all, though, is this year’s topic for Nationals: transgender rights. If he wants to cinch the gold, and get into
college, Finch might have to argue against his own humanity. People say there are two sides to every argument.
But, as Finch is about to discover, some things—like who you are and who you love—are not up for debate.

Peyton Thomas is an author and journalist based in Toronto. Peyton's
writing has appeared in Vanity Fair, Billboard, and Pitchfork, among other
publications. He was a 2016 Lambda Literary Fellow, studying under
Benjamin Alire Sáenz, and a 2014 recipient of the Norma Epstein
Foundation Award in Creative Writing. He graduated from the University of
Toronto in 2015, majoring in political science and sexual diversity studies.
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