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Non-Fiction

The Long Search

The Quest for First Contact and the Fate of Civilizations
Ross Andersen
From the deputy editor of The Atlantic, a sweeping narrative about
the quest to find intelligent life beyond our planet
We live in troubling times. The quest to locate intelligent beings on
other planets (SETI) may seem like a fool’s errand at best, a waste of
precious resources at worst. And yet contemplating and imagining
civilizations elsewhere requires us to reckon with our own survival.
Recently we discovered that there are billions of other planets
orbiting stars far beyond our own solar system—planets, it turns out,
that are far older than our own. If intelligent life exists elsewhere, it
has certainly been around far longer than we have. How would these
long-lived civilizations survive? What obstacles to survival might
they encounter?

Proposal on submission
Material: Proposal
Agent: Elyse Cheney

For the last five years, Ross Andersen has not only been studying
this search for extraterrestrial life, he has been embraced by the
rarefied circle of people with the means (and intelligence) to lead
this cosmic endeavor. SETI was once considered a fringe science,
but now, scientists across the world direct astonishingly powerful
telescopes across the universe. Already, they have discovered several
tantalizing signals from the deep.
The Long Search is a literary journey that touches on every part
of the human project: theological, existential, philosophical.
Why? Because to understand the potential for intelligent life on
other planets, we first need to understand how life evolved on
ours. Stirring the imagination, The Long Search pushes us to
contemplate life on different timescales and to expand our sense
of what’s possible. Science, Ross reminds us, means imagining the
unimaginable, requiring a blend of both logic and faith. To be a
scientist is to be a believer—in fates unknown, in lives far outside of
this one, in humanity’s capacity to achieve the impossible.

Ross Andersen is the Deputy Editor of The Atlantic. Previously, he
was editor of the magazine's science, technology, and health sections,
and he was Deputy Editor of Aeon Magazine in London. His work as
a writer straddles the sciences, technology, philosophy, history, and
the arts—and his approach to these subjects tends toward the global.
In just the past few years, he has written features from Siberia, India,
and China. His writing has been anthologized in multiple languages,
including several appearances in the Best American Science and Nature
Writing series. He studied philosophy at the University of California,
Irvine, and earned a Juris Doctor from Georgetown.

The Light Eaters

What the New Science of Plant Intelligence Can Teach Us About Ourselves
Zoë Schlanger
Sold at auction, in a major deal
An award-winning environmental journalist takes us on a
mesmerizing journey into the new science of plant intelligence and
consciousness, revealing what it can teach us about ourselves and
our world

Harper (2023)
Territory: North America
Editor: Gail Winston
Material: Proposal
Agent: Adam Eaglin
Rights sold:
UK: Fourth Estate
Brazil: Objetiva
Germany: Blessing
Holland: De Bezige Bij
Italy: Einaudi
Japan: Hayakawa
Russia: EKSMO

In the past few decades, a select group of botanists have begun to prove
that plants are sentient beings: capable, in their own way, of seeing,
hearing, communicating, storing memories, and even building distinct
personalities. The Light Eaters will break ground, capturing, for the first
time, the full story and up-to-date science of this burgeoning field of
plant intelligence. Through Schlanger, we will travel around the world
to meet a brilliant new generation of scientists that are producing jawdropping revelations about plant behavior. This will include the wider
context, history, and continued controversies of the field, as well as
intimate and captivating portraits of the plants themselves—sunflowers
in Spain that recognize bonds of kinship, acacia trees in South Africa
capable of coordinating a deadly poison attack on mammals, and rye
plants in Russia that disguised themselves as wheat so successfully that
they became their own staple crop.
Underlying Schlanger’s scientific inquiry is a more philosophical and
moral mission. Her hope is that The Light Eaters will challenge and
ultimately change the way readers have traditionally viewed the plant
world. If some science suggests that plants may have consciousness,
how does that change the way we see ourselves in relation to them (at a
time when humanity desperately needs to improve its relationship with
nature)? Schlanger’s attention to rigorous scientific research and her
skill as a story-teller will make The Light Eaters a necessary and urgent
read—inspiring change through its joyful inquiry into the plant world.
Zoë Schlanger is a science and environmental journalist, and most
recently the staff environment reporter at Quartz. Prior to that,
she was a senior staff writer at Newsweek magazine. Her work has
appeared in The New York Times, The New York Review of Books, Wired,
Time, The Nation, and elsewhere. She received the 2017 National
Association of Science Writers' reporting award, and she has
been a finalist for the Livingston Award, the Morley Safer Award
for Outstanding Reporting, the National Academies of Sciences
Award, and the American Geophysical Union journalism award.
She has guest-lectured at NYU and CUNY, and has held journalism
fellowships at half a dozen institutions.

2020: A Social Autopsy
Eric Klinenberg

Sold at auction, in a major deal
From the #1 New York Times bestselling co-author of
Modern Romance
Like his celebrated first work of nonfiction Heat Wave, a sociological
investigation of the Chicago’s devastating heat wave of 1995, Eric
Klinenberg’s 2020: A Social Autopsy will be based on a multi-year
social investigation of the coronavirus pandemic, searching for
answers to the questions we all want to know: who survived, who
died, and why. 2020: A Social Autopsy will investigate issues on the
ground, street to street, between cities, and across the globe.

Knopf (2023)
Territory: North America
Editor: Andrew Miller
Material: Proposal
Agent: Elyse Cheney
Rights sold:
Korea: Woongjin Think Big
Taiwan: Faces
Option publishers:
UK: Bodley Head
China: Genesis Cultural &
Creative Co.
Italy: Ledizioni
Turkey: Can Yayinlari

Why did a densely packed, transit-based cities like San Francisco,
London, Berlin, and Tokyo fare so much better than NYC? What
accounts for the variations between countries? Are female leaders
more successful at managing the health crisis than male leaders?
If not, what explains the surprising resilience of New Zealand,
Germany, Finland, and Taiwan? And why have nations led by
populist leaders, including the US, the UK, Brazil, and Russia, fared
so much worse? There are some obvious answers we all know by
now: a universal health care system helps, inequality matters, racial
divisions matter. But these are obvious first order observations.
They do not tell us about the social nature of the disease, the hidden
patterns we might never think of but could spell the difference
between life and death for some citizens.
2020: A Social Autopsy will trace characters with the kind of
intimacy found in books like Matthew Desmond’s Eviction, but also
with the big picture observations that such classics must always
offer.
Eric Klinenberg is the Helen Gould Shepard Professor of Social
Science and Director of the Institute for Public Knowledge at New
York University. He is the co-author, with Aziz Ansari, of the NYT
#1 bestseller Modern Romance (Penguin Press, 2015). He is the author
four previous books, including Palaces for the People: How Social
Infrastructure Can Help Fight Inequality, Polarization, and the Decline
of Civic Life (Crown, 2018) which was longlisted for the Andrew
Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Nonfiction. His scholarly work
has been published in journals including the American Sociological
Review, Theory and Society, and Ethnography, and he has contributed
to The New Yorker, The New York Times Magazine, Rolling Stone, and
This American Life.

America on Fire

The Untold History of Police Violence and Black Rebellion since the 1960s
Elizabeth Hinton
Pre-empted in a major, two-book deal
From the author of From the War on Poverty to the War on Crime,
a 2016 Best Book of the Year from the New York Times, Wall Street
Journal, and Publishers Weekly

Liveright (2021)
Territory: North America
Editor: Dan Gerstle
Material: Proposal
Agent: Adam Eaglin
Rights sold:
UK: William Collins
Germany: Blessing

It’s often understood that the period of widespread rebellions across
America in the 60s largely ended after the wave of protests following
the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., in 1968. But from 1968
to 1972, there were at least 2,310 distinct urban rebellions across the
United States, almost all of which were Black communities’ response
to over-policing and police brutality. In America on Fire, Prof.
Hinton will finally tell the story of these rebellions, bringing to light
never-before-seen archival research, in order to reframe the way we
understand the politically-motivated uprisings of Black communities
in the decades since.
In light of the continuing protests in response to the murders by
police of countless Black Americans, America on Fire will force
us to rethink the way we talk about urban violence and “rioting”
in response to institutionalized racism. Hinton situates the most
prominent rebellions of the last few decades (including Los Angeles
in 1992 and Ferguson in 2014) within a forgotten history of the
late 1960s and early 1970s, when American police forces were first
being militarized and sent in large numbers to low-income Black
neighborhoods. One lesson of this history is that the local and
federal government’s decision to increase the police presence in
Black communities, ostensibly to minimize crime, had the exact
opposite effect. Following in the tradition of Michelle Alexander’s
The New Jim Crow, America on Fire will use new research and stories
of individual political actors that have been lost to history to further
reckon with the racial inequality of America’s past and present, and
to help us begin to see a path forward.

Elizabeth Hinton is a historian of American inequality and one of
the nation’s leading experts on policing and mass incarceration. She's
an Associate Professor of History and African American Studies
and Professor of Law at Yale University and Yale Law School. From
2014-2020 she was a professor of History and of African and African
American Studies at Harvard University. She holds a bachelor’s in
American Studies from New York University and a Ph.D. in United
States History from Columbia University.

Optimization Nation

How Humans Can Flourish in the Age of Smart Machines
Robert Reich, Mehran Sahami, and Jeremy M. Weinstein
Sold at auction, in a major deal
Based on one of the most popular courses at Stanford
University
Three professors—a philosopher, a political scientist, and a computer
engineer—chart a new path toward a more humane and ethical future
of tech, in which we manage technology rather than it managing us
Despite the advantages new technologies have afforded us in recent
history, the question of what role technology should play in our lives
remains an urgent one, affecting our ability to share a set of facts and
truths that form the fabric of a society and, on the individual level,
to manage our own attention span, our employment opportunities,
and more. Unfortunately, control over these technologies—the
management of them and creation of new ones—relies on a small,
sometimes invisible minority of Silicon Valley engineers whose
decisions are at best opaque, at worst seemingly devoid of human
understanding or empathy. Even when tech founders and CEOs
are well-intentioned, most have failed to take into account the
unintended by-products their technologies have foisted on us.
Optimization Nation demonstrates—through eye-opening stories
of technologists, engineers, venture capitalists, CEOs, hackers,
university faculty, and more—how a myopic focus on optimization
and efficiency often results in the sacrifice of fundamental human
values.

Harper (2022)
Territory: North America
Editor: Gail Winston
Material: Proposal
Agent: Elyse Cheney
Rights sold:
UK: Hodder
Japan: NHK
Korea: Across

Books that offer a process with which to think through urgent
problems of contemporary life are some of the most valuable we
have. Optimization Nation fits squarely into that category, filling in
the missing piece of the puzzle of the tech revolution and its dramatic
and often traumatic effects on civilization.
Rob Reich is professor of political science and philosophy at Stanford
University. He is the director of the Center for Ethics in Society and
co-director of the Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society. Mehran
Sahami is the director (and creator) of the Computer Science program
at Stanford, the most popular major at the university (he is also
an early Google engineer). Jeremy M. Weinstein is a professor of
Political Science and Senior Fellow at the Freeman Spogli Institute for
International Studies and the Stanford Institute for Economic Policy
Research. He served as Director for Development and Democracy on
the National Security Council staff at the White House between 2009
and 2011.

The Illegals

A History of Moscow's Most Audacious Spy Program
Shaun Walker
From the former Moscow correspondent for The Guardian and author
of the critically acclaimed The Long Hangover, comes an audacious
new history of Russia’s most secret spy program
The Cold War had been over for two decades when, in 2010, ten
Russian agents were arrested in the United States. Amongst these ten
spies were three couples who had spent decades living as Americans
and an agent who had lived as a Uruguayan photographer for so
long that he could barely even speak Russian. They had hidden their
true identities from their children, neighbors, and even occasionally
their spouses.

Knopf (2022)
Territory: North America
Editor: Maria Goldverg
Material: Proposal
Agent: Adam Eaglin
Rights sold:
UK: Profile Books

Shaun Walker, as the Moscow Correspondent for The Guardian,
managed to get unprecedented access to this spy ring when he
interviewed Tim and Alex Foley, the sons of two of the exposed
agents, in what would become The Guardian’s second most-read
piece of 2016. After publishing this piece, Walker continued digging
into Russian espionage history, and realized that there was a much
larger story to tell; these agents were only the last in a long line of
“illegals,” spies who had, since the age of Lenin, completely taken on
the identity of foreign nationals for the sake of communist Russia.
Following the tradition of the NYT bestselling Rise and Kill First: The
Secret History of Israel’s Targeted Assassinations, The Illegals captures
the untold history of the Russian illegals program, following its
evolution from the time of the talented “great Illegals” of the 1920s
and ‘30s through to the 21st century, when agents maintained their
fake identities even after the fall of the Soviet Union. Directorate
S, which ran the illegals program, was the most secretive of the
KGB directorates, but through hundreds of interviews and access
to never-before-seen archives, Walker has been able to capture a
history as essential as it is character-driven and entertaining. The
last 100 years of Russian history will be revealed through a new lens;
the nation’s chaos, betrayals, and victories captured as we follow the
exploits of agents like Jack Barsky, an East German who ghosted the
KGB and today lives peacefully in America, and Iosif Grigulevich, a
Lithuanian Jewish communist who managed to be named the Costa
Rican ambassador to Italy.
Shaun Walker is a foreign correspondent for The Guardian, currently
covering central and eastern Europe. He studied Russian and Soviet
History at Oxford University and his first book, The Long Hangover:
Putin’s New Russia and the Ghosts of the Past was published by Oxford
University Press in 2018.

Pulling the Chariot of the Sun
A Memoir
Shane McCrae

Sold in a mid-six-figure pre-empt
A memoir of racial identity and erasure by National Book Awardnominated poet Shane McCrae, reminiscent of Ocean Voung’s On
Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous and Justin Torres’s We the Animals
Of the writers whose work speaks to our moment, Shane McCrae’s
captures the absurdities and cruelties of racism from the unique
perspective of a child. Pulling the Chariot of the Sun is Shane’s
memoir of being kidnapped from his Black father by his white
grandparents, who refused to acknowledge that he was Black and
forbade him to recognize his own racial identity.

Penguin Press (2023)
Territory: North America
Editor: Chris Richards
Material: Proposal
Agent: Alice Whitwham &
Claire Gillespie
Rights sold:
UK: Canongate

Moving between Texas, Oklahoma, and California, the landscape
of Shane’s childhood is chain grocery stores, fast food restaurants,
suburban development, and a segregated, religious education. It
is a world in which his glamorous grandmother hoards groceries,
his Datsun-driving grandfather abuses Shane sexually, and Shane,
without understanding what he’s doing, draws swastikas on his
school uniform. This is an intensely personal story emblematic of the
lifelong work of overcoming a childhood filled with falsehoods and
hate. It is about unpacking the reality of your own kidnapping, and of
coming to terms with being raised in a lie.
As Shane comes of age and better understands his family and his
country, he writes about the rage and pain that informs it with
extraordinary grace. Shane’s symbolic, impressionistic language
accrues power as his memories repeat, sharpen, and clarify. And as
his self-awareness evolves, so too does his experience of being starkly
out of place—in his family, his life, his reality. Pulling the Chariot
of the Sun is about seeing what is broken in your home and in your
country, but also about fighting for the tools that might heal it. It will
show how, through skateboarding, poetry, and, eventually, a new
family, Shane found out who he was.
Shane McCrae is the author of eight books of poetry, including In
the Language of My Captor, a finalist for the National Book Award;
and The Gilded Auction Block. His work has also been featured in
The Best American Poetry 2010, and his honors include a Whiting
Writers’ Award, a National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship,
and a Guggenheim Fellowship. The first in his family to graduate
from college, McCrae went on to earn an MFA at the Iowa Writers’
Workshop, and a JD at Harvard Law School. He teaches at Columbia.
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A high-stakes scientific adventure to join the ranks of Spillover and
The Mosquito
Bats are a creature like no other: singular in their ability among mammals to fly, their tiny bodies are natural reservoirs for hundreds, if
not thousands, of viruses that can make their way to humans. Bats
have been the source of nearly every major viral outbreak of the last
30 years, including SARS, MERS, Ebola, and Covid. These bat-borne
viruses have cost hundreds of thousands of lives and crushed economies—yet bats are still little understood and under-researched. What
is it about bats that makes them so deadly?
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The Virus Hunters tells the story of a group of pioneering scientists—
also known as “the bat pack”—working on the front lines of research
into bat-borne zoonotic diseases. For the past 20 years, this team of researchers from across China, the Middle East, Africa, Europe, and the
US has been hunting down bat viruses at their source: from bat caves
and gold mines, to bustling open-air markets and ancient Egyptian
tombs. Following Linfa Wang, the “bat man,” his protégé Zhengli
Shi, the “bat woman,” and their swashbuckling cohort of researchers,
The Virus Hunters is a fast-paced and suspenseful scientific detective
story in search of new genomic clues to prevent the spread of deadly
infectious diseases.
The Virus Hunters is also a journey of environmental and ecological
discovery, with profound implications for our lives—exploring the
ways in which modern life has brought humans and wildlife into
ever closer contact, investigating why the late 20th century marked
the start of a new era for infectious diseases, and revealing urgent
truths about our increasingly fragile relationship to the natural world.

Jane Qiu is an award-winning Beijing-based science journalist,
contributing to publications such as Scientific American, The Economist,
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the South Asian Journalists Association, and the Asia Environmental
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Hot Seat

What I Learned Leading a Great American Company
Jeffrey Immelt
A memoir of successful leadership in times of crisis: the former CEO
of General Electric, named one of the “World’s Best CEOs” three
times by Barron’s, shares the hard-won lessons he learned from his
experience leading GE into an increasingly globalized world
In September 2001, Jeff Immelt replaced the most famous CEO in
history, Jack Welch, at the helm of General Electric. Less than a week
into his tenure, the 9/11 terrorist attacks shook the world, and the
company, to its core. GE was connected to nearly every part of the
tragedy—GE-financed planes powered by GE-manufactured engines
had just destroyed real estate that was insured by GE-issued policies.
Facing an unprecedented situation, Immelt knew his response
would set the tone for businesses everywhere that looked to GE—a
multinational conglomerate and one of America’s most-heralded
corporations—for direction. No pressure.
Avid Reader Press (February
2021)
Territory: North America
Editor: Ben Loehnen
Material: Edited manuscript
Agent: Elyse Cheney
Rights sold:
UK: Hodder & Stoughton
China: Beijing Huazhang
Graphics & Information
Japan: Kobun-sha
Taiwan: Heliopolis

Over the next sixteen years, Immelt would lead GE through many
more dire moments, from the 2008–09 Global Financial Crisis to
the 2011 meltdown of Fukushima’s nuclear reactors, which were
designed by GE. But Immelt’s biggest challenge was inherited: Welch
had handed over a company that had great people, but was short on
innovation. Immelt set out to change GE’s focus by making it more
global, more rooted in technology, and more diverse. But the stock
market rarely rewarded his efforts, and GE struggled.
In Hot Seat, Immelt offers a rigorous, candid interrogation of himself
and his tenure, detailing for the first time his proudest moments
and his biggest mistakes. The most crucial component of leadership,
he writes, is the willingness to make decisions. But knowing what
to do is a thousand times easier than knowing when to do it. That
won’t protect any CEO from second-guessing, but Immelt explains
how he’s pushed through even the most withering criticism: by
staying focused on his team and the goals they tried to achieve. As
the business world continues to be rocked by stunning economic
upheaval, Hot Seat is an urgently needed, and unusually raw, source
of authoritative guidance for decisive leadership in uncertain times.
Jeff Immelt was the ninth Chairman of GE and served as CEO for
sixteen years. During his tenure as CEO, GE was named one of
“The World’s Most Respected Companies” in polls by Barron’s
and the Financial Times. Immelt has received numerous awards
for business leadership and chaired the President’s Council on
Jobs and Competitiveness under the Obama administration. He
is a member of The American Academy of Arts & Sciences, and a
lecturer at Stanford.

The Daughters of Kobani

A Story of Rebellion, Courage, and Justice
Gayle Tzemach Lemmon
From the author of the New York Times bestsellers Ashley’s War and
The Dressmaker of Khair Khana, comes the extraordinary story of the
women who took on the Islamic State and won
In 2014, northeastern Syria might have been the last place you would
expect to find a revolution centered on women's rights. The Islamic State
by then had swept across vast swaths of the country, taking town after
town and spreading terror as the civil war burned all around it. From
an unlikely showdown in the town of Kobani emerged an all female
fighting force that would wage war against ISIS across northern Syria as
partner of the United States. In the process, these women would spread
their own political vision, determined to make women's equality a
reality by fighting—house by house, street by street, town by town—the
men who bought and sold women.

Penguin Press (February 2021)
Territory: North America
Editor: Emily Cunningham
Material: Edited manuscript
Agent: Elyse Cheney
Option publishers:
Ashley's War:
Brazil: Rocco
Italy: Piemme
Japan: Kodakawa
Poland: Proszynski
Spain: Peninsula
The Dressmaker of Khair
Khana:
Brazil: Seoman/Pensamenta
China: Beijing Booky
Germany: Irisiana
Indonensia: Gramedia
India: Mehta Publishing
Italy: Sperling & Kupfer
Lithuania: Baltos Lankos
Norway: Historie & Kultur
Poland: Proszynski
Taiwan: New Century
Turkey: Geoturka
Spain: Santilana

Based on years of on-the-ground reporting, The Daughters of Kobani
is the unforgettable story of the women of the Kurdish militia that
improbably became part of the world's best hope for stopping ISIS
in Syria and across the globe. Over hundreds of hours of interviews,
bestselling author Gayle Tzemach Lemmon introduces us to the women
fighting on the front lines. Rigorously reported and powerfully told,
The Daughters of Kobani shines a light on a group of women intent on
not only defeating the Islamic State on the battlefield but also changing
women's lives in their corner of the Middle East and beyond.
“Documenting the extraordinary struggles of a small group of
women battling ISIS, Lemmon has shown us unequivocally what
female leadership can do for a society. It is breathtaking to behold.”
—Sebastian Junger, author of Tribe and War
“The extraordinary and humbling story of the women leading the
fight against ISIS.” —Angelina Jolie
“Absolutely fascinating and brilliantly written, The Daughters of
Kobani is a must read for anyone who wants to understand both the
nobility and the brutality of war.” —Adm. William H. McRaven,
author of Make Your Bed, Little Things That Can Change Your
Life…and Maybe the World
Gayle Tzemach Lemmon is the author of two bestselling books, is an
adjunct senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations and serves
as Partner and Chief Marketing Officer at Shield AI. She regularly
appears on CNN, PBS, MSBNC, and NPR, and she has spoken on
national security topics at the Aspen Security Forum, Clinton Global
Initiate, and TED.

What Becomes A Legend Most
A Biography of Richard Avedon
Philip Gefter

The first definitive biography of Richard Avedon, a monumental
photographer of the twentieth century, from award-winning
photography critic Philip Gefter
Richard Avedon photographed the most iconic figures of the
twentieth century in a starkly bold, intimately minimal, and
rigorously forensic visual style. His work for Harper’s Bazaar,
Vogue, and The New Yorker transformed ideals of women’s fashion,
culture, and femininity and became the defining look of an era. His
portraits were exhibited in museums throughout the world.
What Becomes a Legend Most is the first definitive biography of
this legend—an intensely driven man who endured personal and
professional prejudice, struggled with intense insecurities, and
mounted an existential lifelong battle to be recognized as an artist.
Harper (October 2020)
Territory: North America
Editor: Gail Winston
Material: Galleys
Agent: Adam Eaglin

Compounding his private battles, Avedon fought to be taken
seriously in a medium that itself struggled to be respected within
the art world. Gefter reveals how the period of the 1950s and
1960s informed Avedon’s life and work as much as he informed
it. He became the center of a profoundly influential group of
artists—Leonard Bernstein, Truman Capote, James Baldwin, Allen
Ginsberg, Harold Brodkey, Sidney Lumet, and Mike Nichols—who
shaped the cultural life of the 20th century.
Balancing glamour with the gravitas of an artist's genuine reach
for worldy achievement—and not a little gossip—plus sixteen
pages of photographs, What Becomes A Legend Most is an intimate
window into Avedon's fascinating world. Dramatic, visionary,
and remarkable, it pays tribute to Avedon's role in the history
of photography and fashion—and his legacy as one of the most
consequential artists of his time.
“Revealing, fluent, and very well written—an exemplary
biography of an underappreciated artist.”
—Kirkus Reviews, starred review
Philip Gefter is the author of two previous books: Wagstaff:
Before and After Mapplethorpe, which received the 2014 Marfield
Prize and was a finalist for both the Publishing Triangle’s ShiltsGrahn Nonfiction Award and a Lambda Literary Award for Best
Biography/Memoir; and a collection of essays, Photography After
Frank. He was an editor at the New York Times for over fifteen
years and wrote regularly about photography for the paper.

The Spymaster of Baghdad

A True Story of Bravery, Family, and Patriotism in the Battle against ISIS
Margaret Coker
Sold in a pre-empt, in a significant deal
From the former New York Times bureau chief in Baghdad comes the
gripping and heroic story of an elite, top-secret team of unlikely spies
who triumphed over ISIS.

Dey Street (February 2021)
Territory: North America
Editor: Matthew Daddona
Material: Galleys
Agent: Adam Eaglin
Rights sold:
UK: Viking

The Spymaster of Baghdad tells the dramatic yet intimate account of
how a covert Iraqi intelligence unit called “the Falcons” came together
against all odds to defeat ISIS. The Falcons, comprised of ordinary men
with little conventional espionage background, infiltrated the world’s
most powerful terrorist organization, ultimately turning the tide of war
and bringing safety to millions of Iraqis and the broader world. Centered
around the relationship between Harith al-Sudani, a rudderless college
dropout, his all-star younger brother Munaf, and their eponymous unit
commander Abu Ali, The Spymaster of Baghdad follows their emotional
journey as Harith volunteers for the most dangerous mission imaginable.
With piercing lyricism and thrilling prose, Coker’s deeply-reported
account interweaves heartfelt portraits of these and other unforgettable
characters as they navigate the streets of war-torn Baghdad and perform
heroic feats of cunning and courage.
The Falcons’ path crosses with that of Abrar, a young, radicalized
university student who, after being snubbed by the head of the Islamic
State’s chemical weapons program, plots her own attack. We follow the
Falcons as they stop her at the last possible minute, in just one of many
covert counterterrorism operations revealed for the first time in the book.
Ultimately, The Spymaster of Baghdad is a page-turning account of
wartime espionage in which ordinary people make extraordinary
sacrifices for the greater good. Challenging our perceptions of terrorism
and counterterrorism, war and peace, Iraq and the wider Middle East,
American occupation and foreign intervention, The Spymasters of
Baghdad is a testament to the power of personal choice and individual
action to change the course of history—in a time when we need such
stories more than ever.
Margaret Coker is an investigative journalist. She has lived and
worked in Iraq and the wider Middle East since 2003. An ex-Baghdad
Bureau Chief for the New York Times, she honed her reporting skills at
The Wall Street Journal where she was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize
as part of a team chronicling Turkey's failed coup, political purges
and teetering democracy. Her coverage of national security issues
won the Overseas Press Club Award and the Edwin M. Hood Prize
from the National Press Club, America's top prize for diplomatic
reporting. This is her first book.

Oak Flat

A Fight for Sacred Land in the American West
Lauren Redniss
From MacArthur "Genius" and National Book Award finalist
for Radioactive (now a major motion picture) Lauren
Redniss
A powerful work of nonfiction anchored by deep reporting and haunting
artwork, Oak Flat is the story of a race-against-time struggle to protect
a swath of sacred land from a multinational mining corporation
For the San Carlos Apache Indian tribe, Oak Flat is a holy place, an
ancient burial ground and religious site where Apache girls celebrate the
coming-of-age ritual known as the Sunrise Ceremony. In 1995, a massive
untapped copper reserve was discovered nearby. A decade later, a law
was passed transferring the area to a private company, whose planned
copper mine will wipe Oak Flat off the map.
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Oak Flat tells the story of a race-against-time struggle for a swath of
American land, which pits one of the poorest communities in the United
States against the federal government and two of the world’s largest
mining conglomerates. The book follows the fortunes of two families
with profound connections to the contested site: the Nosies, an Apache
family whose teenage daughter is an activist and leader in the Oak Flat
fight, and the Gorhams, a mining family whose patriarch was a sheriff in
the early days of Arizona statehood.
The still-unresolved Oak Flat conflict is ripped from today’s headlines,
but its story resonates with foundational American themes: the saga of
westward expansion, the resistance and resilience of Native peoples, and
the efforts of profiteers to control the land and unearth treasure beneath
it while the lives of individuals hang in the balance.
“Artistically and thematically profound...As a work of advocacy,
this book is compelling and convincing; as a work of art, it is
masterful.”—Kirkus Reviews, starred review
Lauren Redniss is the author of several works of visual nonfiction
and the recipient of a MacArthur Foundation fellowship. Her book
Thunder & Lightning: Weather Past, Present, Future won the PEN/E.
O. Wilson Literary Science Writing Award. Her previous book,
Radioactive, was a finalist for the National Book Award. She has been
a Guggenheim fellow, a fellow at the New America Foundation and
the Center for the Future of Arizona, and artist in residence at the
American Museum of Natural History. She teaches at Parsons School
of Design.

The Biggest Bluff

How I Learned to Pay Attention, Master Myself, and Win
Maria Konnikova
“A flat out classic...you'll remember it for a long, long
time.” —Daniel H. Pink
A New York Times bestseller
Over 70,000 copies sold
How a bestselling author and New Yorker contributor parlayed
a strong grasp of the science of human decision-making and
a woeful ignorance of cards into a life-changing run as a
professional poker player, under the wing of a legend of the game
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Maria Konnikova wasn’t interested in making money when she
approached Erik Seidel—a world-famous poker player who’d
earned tens of millions of dollars in the game—to be her mentor.
She wanted to learn about life. Maria had faced a stretch of
personal bad luck and had turned to poker as the ultimate master
class in learning to distinguish between what can be controlled
and what can’t.
Soon Maria was entrenched in the wild, fiercely competitive,
overwhelmingly masculine world of high-stakes Texas Hold’em,
with her sights on the following year’s World Series of Poker.
But then something extraordinary happened. Under Seidel’s
guidance, Konnikova did have many epiphanies about life that
derived from her new pursuit, but she also began to win. And
win. In a little over a year, she began making earnest money
from tournaments, ultimately totaling hundreds of thousands
of dollars. She won a major title, got a sponsor, and got used
to being on television, and to headlines like “How one writer's
book deal turned her into a professional poker player.” She even
learned to like Las Vegas.
But in the end, Maria Konnikova is a writer and student of human
behavior. The biggest bluff of all, she learned, is that skill is enough.
Bad cards will come our way, but keeping our focus on how we
play them and not on the outcome will keep us moving through
many a dark patch, until the luck once again breaks our way.
Maria Konnikova is the author of Mastermind and The Confidence
Game. She is a regular contributing writer for The New Yorker, and
has written for The Atlantic, The New York Times, and elsewhere. She
is currently a visiting fellow at NYU's School of Journalism. She
graduated from Harvard and received her Ph.D. in Psychology from
Columbia.

Surviving Autocracy
Masha Gessen

By the winner of the 2017 National Book Award &
finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award
“An indispensable voice of and for this moment.”
—Timothy Snyder, author of On Tyranny
A galvanizing analysis of the destruction autocrats wage on cherished
institutions, cultural norms, and our very sense of reality
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Within forty-eight hours of Donald Trump’s winning of the U.S.
presidency in 2016, Masha Gessen’s essay “Autocracy: Rules for
Survival” had gone viral. In the run-up to the election, Gessen stood out
from other writers for the ability to convey the ominous significance of
Trump’s unprecedented speech and behavior, and Gessen’s journalism
became essential reading for those struggling to wrap their heads
around the unimaginable. Thanks to the special perspective that is the
legacy of a Soviet childhood and two decades covering the resurgence
of totalitarianism in Russia, Gessen has a sixth sense for the hallmarks
of autocracy—and the unique cross-cultural fluency to delineate its
emergence in the west.
Applying this perspective to the Trump presidency, Surviving Autocracy
offers a penetrating understanding of the triangular relationship between
the autocrat, a corroded media, and a citizenry living in a world of
cognitive dissonance. Drawing on examples of autocratic attempts from
Vladimir Putin to Recep Erdogan to Viktor Orbán, and on the work of
Hungarian sociologist Bálint Magyar, who devised new language to
understand how autocrats come into power, Gessen provides a finegrained dissection of the authoritarian playbook, and tells us the story
of how a few short years have degraded cherished institutions and our
sense of truth, meaning, and possibility.
Surviving Autocracy is an indispensable overview of the calamitous
trajectory of the past few years. It is also a beacon to recovery—or to
enduring, and resisting, an ongoing assault.
Masha Gessen is the author of the National Book Award-winning
The Future Is History: How Totalitarianism Reclaimed Russia as well
as The Man Without a Face: The Unlikely Rise of Vladimir Putin,
The Brothers: The Road to an American Tragedy, and several other
books. Gessen is a staff writer at The New Yorker and the recipient
of numerous awards, including a Guggenheim Fellowship and a
Carnegie Fellowship. Gessen teaches at Amherst College adn lives
in New York City.

Sisters In Hate

American Women on the Front Lines of White Nationalism
Seyward Darby
A Best New Book of the Summer from Time magazine
and a New York Times Editors' Choice
An “eye-opening and unforgettable” (Ibram X. Kendi) account of three
women immersed in the white nationalist movement
In 2017, journalist Seyward Darby went looking for the women of the
so-called “alt-right”—really just white nationalism with a new label.
The mainstream media depicted the alt-right as a bastion of angry
white men, but was it? Darby wanted to know why so many women
were joining a movement espousing racism and anti-feminism. Who
were these women?
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Darby researched dozens of women across the country before settling
on three—Corinna Olsen, Ayla Stewart, and Lana Lokteff. Each was
born in 1979, and became a white nationalist in the post-9/11 era.
Their respective stories of radicalization upend much of what we
assume about women, politics, and political extremism.
With acute psychological insight and eye-opening reporting, Darby
steps inside the contemporary hate movement and draws connections
to precursors like the Ku Klux Klan. Far more than mere supporters,
women like Corinna, Ayla, and Lana have been sustaining features
of white nationalism. Sisters In Hate shows how the work women do
to normalize and propagate racist extremism has consequences well
beyond the hate movement.
“Superbly written…Her focus on the lives of three very different
women makes her book as readable as a good novel; skillfully
combined with history and analysis, her subjects’ stories provide
a better picture of the forces driving white backlash than several
of the best sellers that attempted to do so in the wake of Trump’s
election.” —Susan Nieman, New York Times Book Review
“A fascinating yet highly disturbing deep dive into the toxic
world of female white supremacists.” —Rolling Stone“
Seyward Darby is the editor in chief of The Atavist Magazine. She
previously served as the deputy editor of Foreign Policy and the
online editor and assistant managing editor of The New Republic.
As a writer, she has contributed to The Atlantic, The Washington
Post, Elle, and Vanity Fair, among other publications.

A Very Stable Genius

Donald J. Trump’s Testing of America
Carol Leonnig & Philip Rucker
Instant #1 New York Times and international bestseller
Nearly 400,000 copies sold
The definitive insider narrative and the most fully characterized account
yet of the chaos, scandal and destruction of Trump's first term, from
Pulitzer Prize-winning Washington Post journalists.
As Donald J. Trump has has undertaken the actual work of the
commander in chief, it has been hard to see beyond the daily chaos of
scandal, investigation, and bluster. The universal value of the Trump
administration is loyalty—not to the country, but to the president
himself—and Trump’s North Star has been the perpetuation of his own
power, even when it meant imperiling our shaky democracy.
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Leonnig and Rucker, with deep and unmatched sources throughout
Washington, D.C., tell of rages and frenzies but also moments of courage
and perseverance. Relying on scores of exclusive new interviews with
some of the most senior members of the Trump administration and other
firsthand witnesses, the authors reveal the forty-fifth president up close,
taking readers inside Robert Mueller’s Russia investigation as well as
the president’s own haphazard but ultimately successful legal defense.
Here for the first time certain officials who have felt honor-bound not to
publicly criticize a sitting president or to divulge what they witnessed in a
position of trust tell the truth for the benefit of history.
This peerless and gripping narrative reveals President Trump at his most
unvarnished and exposes how decision making in his administration
has been driven by a reflexive logic of self-preservation and selfaggrandizement—but a logic nonetheless. This is the story of how an
unparalleled president has scrambled to survive and tested the strength of
America’s democracy and its common heart as a nation.
Carol Leonnig is a national investigative reporter at The Washington
Post, where she has worked since 2000. She won the 2015 Pulitzer
Prize for her reporting on security failures and misconduct inside the
Secret Service. She is also an on-air contributor to NBC News and
MSNBC.
Philip Rucker is the White House Bureau Chief at The Washington
Post, leading its coverage of President Trump. He and a team of Post
reporters won the Pulitzer Prize and George Polk Award for their
reporting on Russia’s interference in the 2016 presidential election.
He serves as an on-air political analyst for NBC News and MSNBC.

She Said

Breaking the Sexual Harrasment Story That Helped Ignite a Movement
Jodi Kantor & Megan Twohey
Instant New York Times bestseller
Over 100,000 copies sold
A New York Times, Atlantic, Amazon, NPR, TIME, &
Esquire best book of the year
From the Pulitzer Prize winning reporters who broke the news of
Harvey Weinstein’s sexual harassment and abuse, the thrilling untold
story of their investigation and its consequences for the #MeToo
movement
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On October 5, 2017, the New York Times published an article by Jodi
Kantor and Megan Twohey—and then the world changed. For months
Kantor and Twohey had meticulously picked their way through a
web of decades-old secret payouts and nondisclosure agreements,
pressed some of the most famous women in the world—and some
unknown ones—to risk going on the record, and ultimately faced down
Weinstein, his team of high-priced defenders, and even his private
investigators.
But nothing could have prepared them for what followed the
publication of their Weinstein story. Over the next twelve months,
hundreds of men from every walk of life and industry would be outed
for mistreating their colleagues. But did too much change—or not
enough? Those questions plunged the two journalists into a new phase
of reporting and some of their most startling findings yet.
With superlative detail, insight, and journalistic expertise, Kantor and
Twohey take us for the first time into the very heart of this social shift,
reliving in real-time what it took to get the story and giving an up-close
portrait of the forces that hindered and spurred change. They describe
the surprising journeys of those who spoke up—for the sake of other
women, for future generations, and for themselves—and changed us all.
“An instant classic of investigative journalism ... ‘All the
President’s Men’ for the Me Too era.”—The Washington Post
“Seamless and suspenseful.”—New York Times Book Review
Jodi Kantor and Megan Twohey are investigative reporters at the
New York Times. Kantor and Twohey shared numerous honors for
breaking the Harvey Weinstein story, including the George Polk
Award, and, along with colleagues, the Pulitzer Prize for Public
Service.

Fiction

Crooked Hallelujah
A Novel
Kelli Jo Ford

Longlisted for the Center for Fiction's First Novel Prize
A New York Times Editors' Choice
A remarkable debut by the winner of the 2019 Paris Review Plimpton
Prize, following four generations of Cherokee women across four
decades of life
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Crooked Hallelujah tells the stories of Justine—a mixed-blood
Cherokee woman—and her daughter, Reney, as they move from
Eastern Oklahoma’s Indian Country in the hopes of starting a new,
more stable life in Texas amid the oil bust of the 1980s. However,
life in Texas isn’t easy, and Reney feels unmoored from her mother
and grandmother back in Indian Country. Against the vivid
backdrop of the Red River, we see their struggle to survive in a
world—of unreliable men and near-Biblical natural forces, like
wildfires and tornados—intent on stripping away their connections
to one another and their very ideas of home.
In lush and empathic prose, Kelli Jo Ford depicts what four
generations of proud, stubborn, Cherokee women sacrifice for those
they love, amid larger forces of history, religion, class, and culture.
This is a big-hearted and ambitious novel of the powerful bonds
between mothers and daughters by an exquisite and rare new talent.
“[Ford’s] book reads like a series of acoustic songs recorded
on a single microphone in a bare room with a carpet...This is a
writer who carefully husbands her resources. Small scenes begin
to glitter...Ford's novel finds its center of gravity at the intimate
human level.” —Dwight Garner, The New Times
“A book that you want to share with everyone you know and one
that youa re desperate to keep in your own possession. A masterful
debut and a new and thrilling voice for readers across the globe.”
—Sarah Jessica Parker
Kelli Jo Ford is a citizen of the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma. She
is the recipient of the Paris Review’s Plimpton Prize, the Everett
Southwest Literary Award, the Katherine Bakeless Nason Award
at Bread Loaf, and a National Artist Fellowship by the Native
Arts & Cultures Foundation, among other awards. Her fiction
has appeared in The Paris Review, Virginia Quarterly Review, The
Missouri Review, and elsewhere.

In the Valley

Stories and a Novella Based on the New York Times Bestseller Serena
Ron Rash
From “One of the great American authors at work today“ (New
York Times) and 2020 Thomas Robinson Prize for Southern
Literature comes a collection of ten searing stories and the return
of the villainess who propelled Serena to national acclaim
Ron Rash has long been a revered presence in the landscape of
American letters. A virtuosic novelist, poet, and story writer, he
evokes the beauty and brutality of the land, the relentless tension
between past and present, and the unquenchable human desire
to be a little bit better than circumstances would seem to allow (to
paraphrase Faulkner).
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In these ten stories, Rash spins a haunting allegory of the times
we live in—rampant capitalism, the severing of ties to the natural
world in the relentless hunt for profit, the destruction of body
and soul with pills meant to mute our pain—and yet within this
world he illuminates acts of extraordinary decency and heroism.
In revisiting Serena Pemberton in a long-awaited novella, Rash
updates his bestselling parable of greed run amok as his deliciously
vindictive heroine returns to the North Carolina wilderness she left
scarred and desecrated to make one final effort to kill the child that
threatens all she has accomplished.
“A gorgeous, brutal writer” (Richard Price) working at the height
of his powers, Ron Rash has created another mesmerizing look at
the imperfect world around us.
Praise for Ron Rash
“Mesmerizing...He's one of the best living American writers.”
—Janet Maslin, New York Times Book Review
“The power of Rash's stories lies in [the] small moments of connection amid all the noise of rupture and heartbreak...Rash writes with
a direct precision that puts the reader at ease.”
—Rion Amilcar Scott, New York Times Book Review
Ron Rash is the author of the PEN/Faulkner finalist and New York
Times bestselling novel Serena, in addition to six other critically
acclaimed novels; four collections of poems; and six collections
of stories. Twice the recipient of the O. Henry Prize and winner
of the 2019 Sidney Lanier Prize for Southern Literature, he is the
Parris Distinguished Professor in Appalachian Cultural Studies at
Western Carolina University and lives in Clemson, SC.

Destination Wedding
A Novel
Diksha Basu

From the author of the international bestseller
The Windfall
“Extremely obsessed with this book.” —Chrissy Teigen
What could go wrong at a lavish Indian wedding with your best
friend and your entire family?
When Tina Das finds herself at a crossroads both professionally and
personally, she wonders if a week-long trip to Delhi for her cousin’s
lavish wedding might be just the right kind of escape. Maybe a little
time away from New York will help get her mind straight about
her stalled career, her recent breakup, and her nagging suspicion
that she’ll never feel as at home in America as she does in India.
Tina hopes this destination wedding, taking place at Delhi’s poshest
country club, Colebrookes, will be the perfect way to reflect and
unwind.
Ballantine (June 2020)
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But with the entire Das family in attendance, a relaxing vacation is
decidedly not in the cards. Her amicably divorced parents are each
using the occasion to explore new love interests—for her mother,
a white, American boyfriend, for her father, an Indian widow
arranged by an online matchmaker—and Tina’s squarely in the
middle. A former fling is unexpectedly on the guest list, a work
opportunity is blurring the lines of propriety on several fronts,
and her best friend Marianne’s terrible penchant for international
playboys is poised to cause all sorts of chaos back home. The
accommodations are swanky, the alcohol is top-shelf, but this
family wedding may be more drama than Tina can bear and could
finally force her to make the choices she’s spent much of her life
avoiding.
Infused with warmth, charm, and wicked humor, Destination
Wedding grapples with the nuances of family, careers, belonging
and how we find the people who make a place feel like home.
“Destination Wedding is a witty and romantic novel perfect for all
readers.” —Terry McMillan
“A riveting summer read.” —Entertainment Weekly

Diksha Basu is the author of The Windfall. Originally from New
Delhi, India, she holds a BA in economics from Cornell University
and an MFA in creative writing from Columbia University and
now divides her time between New York City and Mumbai.

Crooked
Age
of Consent
Hallelujah
A Novel
Kelli Jo Ford
Amanda
Brainerd

Named one of the Best Books of the Summer by Good
Morning America, Bustle, Cosmopolitan, Harper's
Bazaar, LitHub, and PopSugar
A captivating, timeless novel about friendship, sex, and parental
damage, Age of Consent intimately evokes the heady freedom of our
teenage years
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It’s 1983. David Bowie reigns supreme, and downtown Manhattan
has never been cooler. But Justine and Eve are stuck at Griswold
Academy, a Connecticut boarding school. Griswold is a far cry
from Justine’s bohemian life back home, where her parents run a
theater and struggle to pay the bills. Eve, the sophisticated daughter
of status-obsessed Manhattan parents, also feels like an outsider.
Justine longs for Eve’s privilege, and Eve for Justine’s sexual
confidence. Despite their differences, they form a deep friendship,
together grappling with drugs, alcohol, ill-fated crushes, and
predatory male teachers.
After a tumultuous school year, Eve and Justine spend the summer
in New York City where they join Eve’s childhood friend India.
Justine moves into India’s downtown apartment and is pulled
further into her friends’ glamorous lives. Eve, under her parents’
ever-watchful eye, interns at an art gallery and navigates the
unpredictable whims of her boss. India struggles to resist the
advances of a famous artist represented by the gallery. All three are
affected by their sexual relationships with older men and the power
adults hold over them, even as the young women begin to assert
their independence.
“A breathless time capsule of a book, Age of Consent is a comingof-age period piece that feels very much of the now.”
—Harper's Bazaar
"[A] stunning debut." —Bustle
“A total time machine—I loved it.”—Maria Semple, New York
Times bestselling author of Where'd You Go, Bernadette?
Amanda Brainerd lives on the upper East side of New York City,
blocks from where she grew up, and attended Harvard College
and Columbia Architecture School.

