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SURVIVE THE NIGHT
A Novel

By Riley Sager

NA

June 2021 / Dutton (PRH) / US Editor: Maya Ziv
Final PDF Available
It’s November 1991. George H. W. Bush is in the White House, Nirvana’s in the
tape deck, and movie-obsessed college student Charlie Jordan is in a car with a man
who might be a serial killer.
Josh Baxter, the man behind the wheel, is a virtual stranger to Charlie. They met at
the campus ride board, each looking to share the long drive home to Ohio. Both
have good reasons for wanting to get away. For Charlie, it’s guilt and grief over
the murder of her best friend, who became the third victim of the man known as
the Campus Killer. For Josh, it’s to help care for his sick father. Or so he says. Like
the Hitchcock heroine she’s named after, Charlie has her doubts. There’s something suspicious about Josh, from the holes in his story about his father to how he
doesn’t seem to want Charlie to see inside the car’s trunk. As they travel an empty
highway in the dead of night, an increasingly worried Charlie begins to think she’s
sharing a car with the Campus Killer. Is Josh truly dangerous? Or is Charlie’s suspicion merely a figment of her movie-fueled imagination? What follows is a game
of cat and mouse played out on night-shrouded roads and in neon-lit parking lots,
during an age when the only call for help can be made on a pay phone and in a
place where there’s nowhere to run. In order to win, Charlie must do one thing—
survive the night.
Survive the Night is the fifth thriller from Riley Sager. Riley’s first novel, Final
Girls, was an international bestseller that has been published in more than twenty-four countries and won the ITW Thriller Award for Best Hardcover Novel.
Sager’s subsequent novels The Last Time I Lied, Lock Every Door, and Home Before
Dark, which received the Crimson Scribe Award by Suspense Magazine, were all
New York Times bestsellers.
“Noir at its best! This one-sitting-read of a thriller will grab you in the opening
pages and simply not let go until the very (and very shocking) end. Author Sager is
a master of creating both psychological suspense and richly drawn characters, both
good, bad and somewhere in the middle. Bravo!”
—Jeffery Deaver, author of The Final Twist

Previous Publishers of Riley Sager:
Arabic (Jalees Publishing)
Brazilian Portuguese (Alta Books)
Bulgarian (Locus)
Catalan (PRH Spain)
Complex Chinese (Faces)
Croatian (Fokus)
Czech (Dobrovsky)
Danish (Turbine Forlaget)
Dutch (Ambo Anthos)
Estonian (Rahva Raamat)
Finnish (WSOY)
French (Michel Lafon)
German (dtv)
Hebrew (Adel Books)
Hungarian (Lettero)
Italian (Fanucci)
Japanese (Shueisha)

Korean (Hyejiwon)
Macedonian (Antolog)
Polish (Mova / Kobiece Publishing)
Portuguese (20/20)
Romanian (Editura Art)
Russian (AST)
Serbian (Vulkan)
Simplified Chinese (Booky)
Slovak (Albatros Media Slovakia)
Spanish (PRH Spain)
Swedish (Modernista)
Thai (WeLearn)
Turkish (Ithaki)
UK/Comm (Hodder & Stoughton)
Vietnamese (Bachviet)
Ukranian (Old Lion Publishing House)
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THREE WORDS FOR GOODBYE
A Novel

By Hazel Gaynor & Heather Webb

WE

July 2021 / William Morrow (HarperCollins) / US Editor: Lucia Macro
Final PDF Available

Rights Sold:

Brazilian Portuguese (Ciranda Cultural)

From Hazel Gaynor and Heather Webb, the bestselling authors of Meet Me in
Monaco, comes a coming-of-age novel set in pre-WWII Europe, perfect for fans of
Jennifer Robson, Beatriz Williams, and Kate Quinn.
Three cities, two sisters, one chance to correct the past . . .
New York, 1937: When estranged sisters Clara and Madeleine Sommers learn their
grandmother is dying, they agree to fulfill her last wish: to travel across Europe—
together. They are to deliver three letters, in which Violet will say goodbye to those
she hasn’t seen since traveling to Europe forty years earlier; a journey inspired by
famed reporter, Nellie Bly.
Clara, ever-dutiful, sees the trip as an inconvenient detour before her wedding
to millionaire Charles Hancock, but it’s also a chance to embrace her love of art.
Budding journalist Madeleine relishes the opportunity to develop her ambitions to
report on the growing threat of Hitler’s Nazi party and Mussolini’s control in Italy.
Constantly at odds with each other as they explore the luxurious Queen Mary, the
Orient Express, and the sights of Paris and Venice,, Clara and Madeleine wonder if they can fulfil Violet’s wish, until a shocking truth about their family brings
them closer together. But as they reach Vienna to deliver the final letter, old grudges threaten their reconciliation again. As political tensions rise, and Europe feels
increasingly volatile, the pair are glad to head home on the Hindenburg, where fate
will play its hand in the final stage of their journey.
Hazel Gaynor is an award-winning New York Times, USA Today and international
bestselling author of titles including When We Were Young and Brave, The Lighthouse
Keeper’s Daughter, and with Heather Webb, Meet Me in Monaco and Last Christmas
in Paris. Heather Webb is an award-winning and USA Today bestselling author of
The Last Ship Home, The Phantom’s Apprentice, Rodin’s Lover, and Becoming Josephine.

Previous Publishers of Hazel Gaynor & Heather Webb:
Bulgarian (Kragozor)
Croatian (24sata)
Czech (Albatros)
German (Blanvet)
Hungarian (Nouvion)
Italian (TEA Libri)

Norwegian (Cappelen Damm)
Polish (Prószyński)
Portuguese (Zero a Oito)
Romanian (Corint Books)
Spanish (Ediciones Palabra)
Turkish (Mona Kitap)

“With so many established and beloved names included, this title will be easy to
suggest to the existing fan base of a particular writer as well as anyone looking for
historical fiction with elements of intrigue and romance.”—Library Journal
“An enchanting novel...Gaynor & Webb weave a wonderful tale of love and loss,
graced with the scents of perfumes, magnificent vistas and characters you will not
soon forget.”—MJ Rose, New York Times bestselling author
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NOBODY, SOMEBODY, ANYBODY
A Novel

By Kelly McClorey

NA

July 2021 / Ecco (HarperCollins) / US Editor: Sara Birmingham
Final PDF Available
“Darkly funny…it’s My Year of Rest and Relaxation, but with fewer pills and more
boats.” —Entertainment Weekly
A moving and darkly comic debut novel about an anxious young woman who administers a self-made “placebo” treatment in a last-ditch attempt to rebuild her life.
Amy Hanley has a job as a chambermaid for the summer, but on August 25, she
will take the exam to become an EMT (third time’s the charm!) and finally move
on with her life. In the meantime, she doesn’t mind scrubbing toilets immaculately
clean or tucking the sheet corners just so. In fact, she tells herself that her work is a
noble act of service to the rich guests at the yacht club.
Amy’s profound isolation colors everything: her job, her aspirations, even her interactions with the woman at the deli counter. And as the date for the EMT exam
comes closer, Amy’s anxiety ratchets up in a way that is both familiar and troubling.
In desperation, she concocts a “placebo” program—a self-prescribed regimen for her
confidence, devised to trick herself into succeeding. When her landlord, Gary, starts
to invite her over for dinner—to practice his cooking skills as he awaits approval of
his Ukrainian fiancé’s visa—Amy makes her first friend since her mother’s passing.
Alongside this unexpected connection comes a surge of hopeful obsession that Amy
knows she must reckon with before the summer’s end. Tender and laugh-out-loud
funny, Nobody, Somebody, Anybody explores the shadowy corners of a young woman’s
inner world of grief, delusion, and self-loathing, revealing the creeping loneliness
of modern life and our endless search for connection. Kelly McClorey captures the
hilarity and heartbreak of American ambition.
Kelly McClorey is a graduate of the MFA program at the University of Montana.
She lives in Massachusetts.
“A poignant, empathic debut novel. . . . It’s a moving story, well told, and Amy, who
you might not want to spend time with in real life, will linger in your imagination
long after the final pages.”— Boston Globe

“McClorey manages to capture the human desire to shape our lives with narratives
— and how devastating it can be when reality departs from them.”—New York
Times Book Review
“A beautiful book about very messy people. McClorey’s writing is sharp and witty
and her novel is thoroughly hilarious.”— Kristen Arnett, author of With Teeth
and Mostly Dead Things
“I read Nobody, Somebody, Anybody the way I watch horror films: half-hiding
behind my fingers, both worried for the anxious young protagonist and eager to
know what trouble she’d find herself in next. Kelly McClorey’s voice is funny,
heartbreaking, and singular—unlike anything I’ve ever read. This is a book for
anyone who’s ever been sad or stuck, or longed to be somewhere or someone else. I
loved it.”—Rachel Khong, author of Goodbye, Vitamin
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THE BACHELOR
A Novel

By Andrew Palmer

WE

July 2021 / Hogarth (PRH) / US Editor: Alexis Washam
Final PDF Available
An incisive, witty, and tender debut novel about love and commitment, celebrity and
obsession, poetry and reality TV.
Reeling from a breakup with his almost-fiancée, the narrator of Andrew Palmer’s
first novel returns to his hometown in Iowa to house-sit for a family friend. There, a
chance flick of the TV remote and a new correspondence with an old friend plunge
him into unlikely twin obsessions: the reality TV show The Bachelor and the Pulitzer
Prize-winning poet John Berryman. As his heart begins to mend, his fascination
with each deepens. Somewhere along the way, representations of reality become
harder and harder to distinguish from real life. Soon he finds himself corresponding
with multiple love interests, participating in an ill-considered group outing, and
trying to puzzle through the strange turn his life seems to have taken.
Smart, sexy, and provocative, The Bachelor is also an absorbing coming-of-age tale
that tells the story of finding one’s footing in love and art. If salvation can no longer
be found in fame, can it still be found in romantic relationships? In an era in which
reality TV can make two dozen women fall in love with one man in six weeks,
where does entertainment end and reality begin? Why do we, season after season,
repeat the same mistakes in love and life?
Andrew Palmer’s writing has appeared in Slate, The Times Literary Supplement, The
Paris Review Daily, The New Yorker online, and McSweeney’s. He has been a fiction
fellow at the Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown and a resident at Ucross, the
Anderson Center, and Yaddo. He grew up in Iowa and lives in Seattle with his partner and their dog. The Bachelor is his first novel.
“Jane Austen might have written a book like this: a pitch perfect story of the
self-conscious agonies of searching for someone to marry, composed with a mastery of free indirect style; a piece of art as dizzying as the technological and cultural
changes of its time …The Bachelor may be a satire, except that it is utterly sincere.
It is very serious and very, very funny. ”—Salvatore Scibona, author of The End
and The Volunteer

“Palmer’s novel wryly tracks an earnest interrogation of art and selfhood.”—The
New Yorker
STARRED REVIEW, KIRKUS
“Intriguing, amusing, provocative, and insightful passages contribute to the book’s
success as a novel equally concerned with the heart and the mind. A quietly accomplished and unusually constructed novel that marks the debut of a significant
talent.”
“This unassuming, sharp novel quietly questions love and the nature of perception
in an overconnected world.”—The Seattle Times
“A fantastically original chronicle of romantic mishap and artistic ambition [...]
this book asks sneakily profound questions about the underlying structures of
desire that dictate our lives. I loved it.”—Andrew Martin, author of Early Work
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THE LAST MONA LISA
A Novel

By Jonathan Santlofer

NA

August 2021 / Sourcebooks / US Editor: Shana Drehs
Final PDF Available

Rights Sold:

Italian (Newton Compton)
Bulgarian (Kyrg)
Polish (LeTra / Arkady)
Czech (Jota Nakladatelstvi)
Serbian (Vulkan)
Dutch (De Fontein)
“This is a terrific read—compelling, intelligent, fascinating and deeply satisfying. It
was a book I did not want to end.”—Peter James, #1 bestselling crime thriller author
August, 1911: The Mona Lisa is stolen by Vincent Peruggia. Exactly what happens
in the two years before its recovery is a mystery. Many replicas of the Mona Lisa
exist, and more than one historian has wondered if the painting now in the Louvre
is a fake, switched in 1911.
Present day: art professor Luke Perrone digs for the truth behind his most famous
ancestor: Peruggia. His search attracts an Interpol detective with something to prove
and an unfamiliar but curiously helpful woman. Soon, Luke tumbles deep into the
world of art and forgery, a land of obsession and danger.
A gripping novel exploring the 1911 theft and the present underbelly of the art
world, The Last Mona Lisa is a suspenseful tale, tapping into our universal fascination with da Vinci’s enigma, why people are driven to possess certain works of art,
and our fascination with the authentic and the fake.
Jonathan Santlofer is an artist and award-winning writer, most recently of the critically acclaimed memoir, The Widower’s Notebook. His debut novel, The Death Artist,
an international bestseller, is currently in development for screen adaptation. His
paintings and drawings are included in many public and private collections.

“The Last Mona Lisa is a pacy, seductive international thriller of the first order.
With its seamless blend of action, intriguing maze of family secrets, and the gripping, emotional journal entries of a long-dead art thief, this is a transporting novel,
made all the more captivating because of the true story at its heart. Don’t miss it!”
—Lisa Unger, New York Times bestselling author of Confessions on the 7:45

“From its seductive first pages, The Last Mona Lisa carries us along on an utterly
irresistible time-jumping, continent-leaping tale of intrigue and family secrets,
obsession and the ineffable power of art itself. I could not put it down.”—Megan
Abbott, bestselling and award-winning author of Give Me Your Hand and The
Turnout

“Fabulous - instantly immersive, intriguing and suspenseful, and expert and authentic too ... only a writer who is also an artist - or an artist who is also a writer could have pulled it off. This feels like the thriller Santofler was born to write.”
—Lee Child, author of the #1 New York Times bestselling Jack Reacher series
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IMMEDIATE FAMILY
A Novel

By Ashley Nelson Levy

NA

August 2021 / FSG (Macmillan) / US Editor: Julia Ringo
Final PDF Available

Rights Sold:

UK/Comm (Zeljka/Daunt Books)

A goop book club selection • Amazon Editors’ Choice
Named one of the most anticipated novels of the summer by Entertainment Weekly, Pop Sugar, Book Riot, and Paperback Paris
A tender and fierce debut novel that explores the bond between two siblings—one the
biological child and one adopted—and the complexities of motherhood, infertility,
race, and the many definitions of family.
It is the day of her brother’s wedding and our narrator is still struggling with her
toast. Despite a recent fracture between them, her brother, Danny, has asked her to
give a speech and she doesn’t know where to begin, how to put words to their kind
of love. She was nine years old when she traveled with her parents to Thailand to
meet her brother, six years her junior. They grew up together like any other siblings,
sharing a bucolic childhood in Northern California. Yet when she holds their story
up to the light, it refracts in ways she doesn’t expect. What follows is Immediate
Family, a heartfelt letter addressed to Danny and an attempt at a full accounting
of their years growing up, invoking everything from the Victorian adoption plot to
childless women in literature to documents from Danny’s case file. It’s also a confession, of sorts, to the parts of her life that she has kept from him, including her own
struggle with infertility. And as the hours until the wedding wane, she uncovers the
words that can’t and won’t be said aloud.
Ashley Nelson Levy has published fiction and essays in ZYZZYVA, Catapult, The
Atlas Review, and Fourteen Hills. Her work has been a notable mention in Best Nonrequired Reading and received the Bambi Holmes Award for Emerging Writers.
“A fresh and culturally relevant spin on the theme of adoption in literature [...] Nuanced and generously rendered [...] A unique, gorgeously textured narrative that explores the boundaries of familial love”—Ryan Smernoff, Los Angeles Review of Books

“Deeply moving . . . a sharp aesthetic and moral intelligence, an embrace of subtlety and complexity, a taste for risk and daring”—Katie Kitamura, BOMB
“Throughout Immediate Family, the narrator probes her identity as the older sister
to a boy who confounds her, but also as the mother she longs to be. At the time of
the wedding she has spent months undergoing fertility treatments, and her desire
to reproduce . . . is both mirror and counterpoint to her parents’ aching, yearslong
quest to adopt Danny.”—Jessica Winter, The New York Times Book Review
“This short, unsparing novel is a beautiful and provocative snapshot of a family and
the complicated, imperfect love that binds one member of it to another.” —goop
“Broke my heart and remade it a hundred times over.”—Rachel Khong, author of
Goodbye, Vitamin
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THE BODY SCOUT
A Novel

By Lincoln Michel

NA

September 2021 / Orbit (Hachette) / US Editor: Angeline Rodriguez
Final PDF Available
Diamond-sharp and savagely wry, The Body Scout is a timely science fiction thriller
debut set in an all-too-possible future, perfect for readers of William Gibson.
In the future you can have any body you want—as long as you can afford it. But in
a New York ravaged by climate change and repeat pandemics, Kobo is barely scraping by. He scouts the latest in gene-edited talent for Big Pharma-owned baseball
teams, but his own cybernetics are a decade out of date and twin sister loan sharks
are banging down his door. Things couldn’t get much worse.
Then his brother—Monsanto Mets slugger J.J. Zunz—is murdered at home plate.
Determined to find the killer, Kobo plunges into a world of genetically modified
CEOs, philosophical Neanderthals, and back-alley body modification, only to
quickly find he’s in a game far bigger and more corrupt than he imagined. To keep
himself together while the world is falling apart, he’ll have to navigate a time where
both body and soul are sold to the highest bidder.
Lincoln Michel is the author of the story collection Upright Beasts (Coffee House
Press 2015) and the co-editor of the anthologies Tiny Crimes (Catapult 2018) and
Tiny Nightmares (Catapult 2020). His fiction and criticism appear in The Paris
Review, The New York Times, Granta, BOMB, Strange Horizons, and elsewhere. He
teaches fiction writing at Sarah Lawrence College and Columbia University. The
Body Scout is his first novel. You can find him online at lincolnmichel.com and @
thelincoln.

“Completely weird and still completely real. Delightful—I couldn’t put it down.”
—Shea Serrano, #1 New York Times author of Basketball (And Other Things)

“I devoured it.” —Jonathan Lethem, award-winning author of Motherless
Brooklyn

“The Body Scout is the kind of wild, inventive adventure that i’d been searching for.
It scratched a special itch: sly and smart, weird and wonderful, all in one package.
A little bit Philip K. Dick, and I detect hints of Julio Cortazar too. Lincoln Michel
is a wildly talented author and this novel is something special indeed.”—Victor
LaValle, author of The Changeling

“This novel is delightful in its brio and sharp as a tack in its inventiveness—and yet
its greatest, most poignant gift is in asking: What does it mean to inhabit a body?
A superb read.”—Esmé Weijun Wang, Whiting-Award-winning author of The
Collected Schizophrenias

“A delirious, thrilling ride. I loved Kobo and his bad habits and broken heart,
and his world is so weird and wonderful and packed with eye-popping tech that
it’s easy to miss how much it has to say about our own.”—Sam J Miller, Nebula-Award-winning author of Blackfish City
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GO HOME, RICKY!
A Novel

By Gene Kwak

NA

October 2021 / The Overlook Press / US Editor: Tracy Carns
Final PDF Available
A Rumpus Book Club Selection for October 2021
From a rising literary star comes a fresh, satirical novel about masculinity and tenderness, fatherhood and motherhood, set in the world of semi-professional wrestling
After seven years on the semi-pro wrestling circuit, Ricky Twohatchet, a.k.a. Richard Powell, needs one last match before he gets called up to the big leagues. Unlike
some wrestlers who only play the stereotype, Ricky believes he comes by his persona
honestly—he’s half white and half Native American—even if he’s never met his
father. But the night of the match in Omaha, Nebraska, something askew in their
intricate choreography sets him on a course for disaster. He finishes with a neck
injury that leaves him in a restrictive brace and a video already going viral: him
spewing profanities at his ex-partner, Johnny America. Injury aside, he’s out of the
league. Without a routine or identity, Ricky spirals downward, finally setting off to
learn about his father, and what he finds will explode everything he knows about
who he is—as a man, a friend, a son, a partner, and a wrestler. Go Home, Ricky! is
a sometimes-witty, sometimes-heart-wrenching, but always gripping look into the
complexities of identity.
Gene Kwak has published fiction and nonfiction both in print and online in the
The Los Angeles Review of Books, The Rumpus, Wigleaf, Redivider, Hobart, Electric
Literature, and in the flash anthology Forward: 21st Century Flash Fiction.
STARRED REVIEW, PUBLISHER’S WEEKLY
“Acerbic and hilarious… As a prose stylist, Kwak is impeccable. Every sentence is explosive, energetic, confident and hyper-polished, as if meant to be shouted proudly
in a stadium of thousands.”
“Gene Kwak is an enormously talented young writer who has a way of untangling
race and masculinity with a lot more humor and originality than any of his contemporaries. Go Home, Ricky! has stayed with me. I can’t forget its rhythm and energy.”—Catherine Lacey, author of Pew and Certain American States

“Gene Kwak writes with a head-spinning musicality and depth of spirit that cannot
be denied. Each sentence sparkles like a gemstone just cracked open, rewarding the
attentive ear with ecstatic nuance, vibrant rhythm, a way of seeing and speaking
you can come to through no one else but him.”—Blake Butler, author of Alice
Knott and Three Hundred Thousand
“Bleak, funny, and bittersweet, Go Home Ricky! is about finding your people and
finding your place in the world. Gene Kwak’s playful, adroit prose is as offbeat as it
is heartfelt—this is an unforgettable debut.”—Kimberly King Parsons, author of
Black Light: Stories, longlisted for the National Book Award
“A rambunctious and constantly surprising novel [...] Kwak’s sly, big-hearted novel
resists easy answers, making Ricky’s odyssey all the more satisfying and true.”—
Gabe Habash, author of Stephen Florida
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CAIRO CIRCLES

A Novel (Previously titled THE DISBELIEVERS)
By Doma Mahmoud

NA

October 2021 / The Unnamed Press / US Editor: Olivia Taylor Smith
Final PDF Available
An October Indie Next List Pick
“Cairo Circles is a novel that proves literature needn’t choose between pleasure and
substance. You will tear through the pages of this delicious book, and you will be
changed in the process. Doma Mahmoud is a tremendous writer.”
—Jonathan Safran Foer
Sherif “Sheero” Abdallah is an NYU student reveling in independence, free from
the judgmental gaze of his conservative family in Egypt to indulge in all sorts of
pleasures. When the FBI comes knocking on his door, he’s convinced it’s a case of
mistaken identity—until they show him a picture of his cousin Amir. Amir has perpetrated a horrific attack and Sheero is suddenly forced to return to Cairo and confront the events that led to their wildly different circumstances. While Amir wore
Sheero’s hand-me-downs and suffered at the hands of neglectful, abusive parents,
Sheero attended Cairo’s most prestigious high school, where he and his best friend
Taymour, the son of one of Cairo’s business moguls, could enjoy sports clubs, beach
vacations, high-end dining, and socializing with girls from the French and British
schools. Once inseparable cousins, Sheero and Amir grew further apart, Amir ultimately having more in common with the children of Taymour’s housekeeper: Omar,
Mustafa, and Zeina. In Cairo Circles, the lives of this unforgettable group of six
young Egyptians intertwine dramatically over the course of over a decade, revealing
complex relationships dominated by faith, tradition, social class, and the boundaries
of personal freedom. An epic, multi-perspective page-turner, Doma Mahmoud’s debut introduces readers to a bold and inventive new voice in fiction as Cairo’s streets
burst to life on the page.
Doma Mahmoud has an MFA in Creative Writing from New York University. He
currently teaches at the American University of Cairo and is based in Cairo, Egypt.
“A deft meditation on how family and class can brighten and distort life’s trajectory
and force us to grapple with how closely origin and desire are intertwined.”—Raven
Leilani, author of Luster

“Doma Mahmoud masterfully weaves together four Cairo families, separated by
social class, whose lives intersect over decades in scenes that are among the most
memorable and moving I’ve ever read. A stunning novel about the difficulty of forgiving our kin, and ultimately, ourselves for our part, real or imagined, in shaping
their choices. Mahmoud writes with such insistent and fierce compassion that it is
impossible to read Cairo Circles without marveling at the opening and cleansing of
one’s own heart.”—Fatima Farheen Mirza, author of A Place for Us
“An intricate, moving tale of interlocking lives that winds its way through the diverse traditions and social classes of contemporary Egypt [...] Cairo Circles’ greatest
strength is the way it explores the full meaning of the word “family”: of loyalty,
betrayal, inescapable traditions and friendships stronger than blood.”—Anjali
Sachdeva, author of All the Names They Used for God
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THE ALMOST QUEEN
A Novel

By Alys Murray

WE

October 2021 / Sword & Silk / US Editor: MaryBeth Dalto-McCarthy
Final PDF Available
The Witch Needs Her Freedom.
Ellara Wist, one of the many witches that fought on the losing side of the war, has
no intentions of returning to Outerland when it is finished and she has no intention
of letting her fellow witches suffer either. So, during her sentencing for war crimes
against the kingdom of Aulen, she boldly offers their new king a proposal: she’ll join
the king’s court as his own personal sorceress in exchange for the lives and freedom
of those trapped in Outerland.
The King Needs a Wife.
Terran didn’t want to be king. But after years of war and the loss of almost his entire
family, he will not put the crown aside. But when a witch from his past offers herself
as a sacrifice, he sees her as an equal. So, he instead counters her offer with one of
his own: Don’t be my sorceress. Be my Queen.
And the deal they strike will change their world forever.
Desperate, Ellara agrees, swearing to herself that she could never love him. But as
time reveals the man she’s married not as the monster everyone thought he was and
danger draws them closer together, she finds her vow almost impossible to keep.
Alys Murray writes novels for the romantic in all of us. Born and raised in New Orleans, she received her BFA from NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts and her Master’s in
Film Studies from King’s College London.
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O BEAUTIFUL
A Novel

By Jung Yun

NA

November 2021 / St. Marin’s Press (Macmillan) / US Editor: Anna DeVries
Final PDF Available
From the critically-acclaimed author of Shelter, an unflinching portrayal of a woman trying to come to terms with the ghosts of her past and the tortured realities of a
deeply divided America
Elinor Hanson, a forty-something former model, is struggling to reinvent herself
as a freelance writer when she receives an unexpected assignment. Her mentor
from grad school offers her a chance to write for a prestigious magazine about the
Bakken oil boom in North Dakota. Elinor grew up near the Bakken, raised by an
overbearing father and a distant Korean mother who met and married when he was
stationed overseas. After decades away from home, Elinor returns to a landscape
she hardly recognizes, overrun by tens of thousands of newcomers. Surrounded by
roughnecks seeking their fortunes in oil and long-time residents worried about their
changing community, Elinor experiences a profound sense of alienation and grief.
She rages at the unrelenting male gaze, the locals who still see her as a foreigner, and
the memories of her family’s estrangement after her mother decided to escape her
unhappy marriage, leaving Elinor and her sister behind. The longer she pursues this
potentially career-altering assignment, the more her past intertwines with the story
she’s trying to tell, revealing disturbing new realities that will forever change her and
the way she looks at the world.
With spare and graceful prose, O Beautiful presents an immersive portrait of a
community rife with tensions and competing interests, and one woman’s attempts
to reconcile her anger with her love of a beautiful, but troubled land.

“O Beautiful will make you think and see anew the strangeness and complexity
of race, class, and gender in this page-turning, tender novel that journeys into the
heart of America.”—Krys Lee, author of How I Became a North Korean

Jung Yun’s debut novel, Shelter, was long-listed for the Center for Fiction’s First
Novel Prize, a finalist for the Barnes & Noble Discover Great New Writers Award,
and a semi-finalist for Good Reads’ Best Fiction Book of 2016.

“An intimate look at one life and a fearless exploration of the biggest issues of our
time, from capitalism to environmental degradation, white supremacy to sex and
power. With a shrewd eye and sharp sense of humor, Yun finds in the familiar tale
of one woman’s return to her small town roots a story as big as the nation itself.”—
Rumaan Alam, New York Times bestselling author of Leave the World Behind

“A wondrous, compelling, and insightful portrait of a North Dakota town as it
struggles through a present-day oil boom [...] a grand and stunning piece of work,
at times humorous, sad, and breathtaking.”—Edward P. Jones, Pulitzer-Prize winning author of The Known World

“No one laces a scene with menace or fits more emotional range onto the page [...]
With her dangerous yet graceful new novel, Jung Yun proves herself to be a writer
who can rip out your broken heart and then repair it before your eyes.”—Wiley
Cash, author of The Last Ballad and A Land More Kind Than Home
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WHITE ON WHITE
A Novel

By Ayşegül Savaş

WE

November 2021 / Riverhead (PRH) / US Editor: Laura Perciasepe
Final PDF Available

Rights Sold:

Dutch (Kievenaar & Vijn)

German (btb / PRH Germany)
UK/Comm (Harvill Secker)

A “marvelous” (Lauren Groff) and “gentle, mysterious and profound” (Marina
Abramović) novel about a woman who has come undone.
A student moves to the city to research Gothic nudes, renting an apartment from a
painter, Agnes, who lives in another town with her husband. One day, Agnes arrives
in the city and settles into the upstairs studio.
In their meetings on the stairs, in the studio, at the corner café, the kitchen at
dawn, Agnes tells stories of her youth, her family, her marriage, and ideas for her
art - which is always just about to be created. As the months pass, it becomes clear
that Agnes might not have a place to return to. The student is increasingly aware
of Agnes’s disintegration. Her stories are frenetic; her art scattered and unfinished,
white paint on a white canvas.
What emerges is the menacing sense that every life is always at the edge of disaster,
no matter its seeming stability. Alongside the research into human figures, the student is learning, from a cool distance, about the narrow divide between happiness
and resentment, creativity and madness, contentment and chaos.
White on White is a sharp exploration of empathy and cruelty, and the stunning
discovery of what it means to be truly vulnerable, and laid bare.
Ayşegül Savaş is the author of Walking on the Ceiling. Her work has appeared in The
New Yorker, The Paris Review, Granta, and elsewhere. She lives in Paris.
“In the middle ages, human skin was seen as a blanket stretched to cover a secret,
inner life, writes Ayşegül Savaş. Reading White on White for me is like an outer skin
which you open layer by layer as you read; gentle, mysterious and profound.”
—Marina Abramović

“Ayşegül Savaş’ White on White is marvelous, as elegant as an opaque sheet of ice
that belies the swift and turbulent waters beneath.”
—Lauren Groff
“White on White is a haunting, irresistible novel. I loved this book for its depth and
perception, for its beauty and eerie rhythms, but most of all for its wonderfully
dream-like spell. It’s breathtaking.”
—Brandon Taylor
“A superb novel by an exceptionally elegant, intelligent, and original writer.”
—Sigrid Nunez
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THE UNKNOWN WOMAN OF THE SEINE
A Novel

By Brooks Hansen

NA

November 2021 / Delpinium Books / US Editor: Joseph Olshan
Final PDF Available
In the late autumn of 1889, the body of an unknown woman appeared on the banks
of the Seine River in Paris.
The body was taken to the city morgue behind Notre Dame and put on display for
a month, according to protocol. The eerie beauty of the young woman’s expression
attracted crowds but no claimant, and so, before the body was dispatched, a mold
was taken of the face, yielding a mask which was to become one of the most celebrated cult objets/curios of the 20th century.
Set during the final days of the Paris expo of 1889, Brooks Hansen’s The Unknown
Woman of the Seine sets out to solve the mystery of who the woman was behind
the mask. In charge of that investigation is a former Gendarme and recent prisoner
of war just returned from Tonkin, China. Henri Brassard is on his way to Paris,
determined to reclaim his place in La Force when he crosses paths with a mysterious
and unnamed young maiden and her gypsy wagon. Detecting villainy, and bent
on proving himself to his former superiors, Brassard tracks her into the city and
observes from the shadows as, with evident but inscrutable purpose, she wends her
way into the orbit of several savory and unsavory characters—an Artist, an Impresario, a Madame, a Countess, and one Disciple even—each of whom sees in her some
opportunity, a chance for profit or redemption; any one of whom may therefore be
responsible for her sudden and unexplained disappearance.
On that account, Brassard’s chase will lead him on a grand tour of the city’s lushest
and seamiest venues, from its highest spires down into its darkest, dankest catacombs and past a gallery of equally diverse crimes—the moral, the political, the
maniacal. By the end, he will, in fact, learn the stunning truth of the unknown
woman’s true identity, her past and present, but not before unearthing the equally
disturbing truth about himself, who he has been, and who he must become.
Brooks Hansen is an American novelist, screenwriter, and illustrator. His novels,
The Monster of St. Helena, Perlman’s Ordeal, The Chess Garden, and Boone (co-authored with Nick Davis) were all New York Times Notable Books.

“An innately engaging story… adroit and poignant.”—Los Angeles Times
“Ingenious… written with a… consciously literary grave that has the remarkable
power to act as a lens.”—New York Times Book Review
Praise for The Chess Garden:
“These tales form an allegory not only of the Doctor’s exemplary life but also of the
wisdom he has gained in it—a quietude and a benevolence that in today’s world
really do seem fabulous.” —The New Yorker
“Extravagantly, even bewilderingly inventive. [Perlman’s Ordeal] is crammed with
the stuff of dreams.” —New York Times Book Review
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ALL HER LITTLE SECRETS

A Novel (Previously titled THE ELEPHANT FIGHTER)
By Wanda M. Morris

NA

November 2021/ William Morrow (HarperCollins) / US Editor: Asanté Simons
Final PDF Available

Rights Sold:

Brazilian Portuguese (Companhia Editora Naciona)

Polish (Agora)

In this fast-paced thriller, Wanda M. Morris crafts a twisty mystery about a black
lawyer who gets in over her head after the sudden death of her boss. A debut perfect
for fans of Attica Locke, Alyssa Cole, Harlan Coben, and Celeste Ng, with shades of
How to Get Away with Murder and John Grisham’s The Firm.
Ellice Littlejohn seemingly has it all: an Ivy League law degree, a well-paying job as
a corporate attorney in midtown Atlanta, great friends, and a “for fun” relationship
with a rich, charming executive—her white boss, Michael. But everything changes
one cold January morning when Ellice goes to meet Michael… and finds him dead
with a gunshot to his head.
And then she walks away like nothing has happened. Why? Ellice has been keeping
a cache of dark secrets, including a small-town past and a kid brother who’s spent
time on the other side of the law. She can’t be thrust into the spotlight—again. But
instead of grieving this tragedy, people are gossiping, the police are getting suspicious, and Ellice, the company’s lone black attorney, is promoted to replace Michael.
While the opportunity is a dream-come-true, Ellice just can’t shake the feeling that
something is off. When she uncovers shady dealings inside the company, Ellice is
trapped in an impossible ethical and moral dilemma. Suddenly, Ellice’s past and
present lives collide as she launches into a pulse-pounding race to protect the brother she tried to save years ago and stop a conspiracy far more sinister than she could
have ever imagined…
Wanda M. Morris is a corporate attorney in Atlanta. She has studied at the Yale
Writers Workshop and Robert McKee’s Story Seminar.
“All Her Little Secrets is a brilliantly nuanced but powerhouse exploration of race,
the legal system, and the crushing pressure of keeping secrets. Morris brings a vibrant and welcome new voice to the thriller space.” —Karin Slaughter, New York
Times and international bestselling author

“In her debut thriller, corporate attorney Morris deftly combines a creepy Nazi-esque sect with a murderous plot and rounds out the intrigue with a striking commentary on racism, sexual assault, and misogyny.”—Library Journal
“A taut, sleek thriller that’s also a searing story about the secrets we can never manage to leave behind. A stunning debut.”—Alafair Burke, NYT bestselling author
“At times deeply disturbing and all the while gripping, All Her Little Secrets is a refreshing whodunnit that will keep you guessing—and second-guessing—from start
to finish.”—Zakiya Dalila Harris, bestselling author of The Other Black Girl
“[D]oesn’t miss a beat—expertly plotted, beautifully written, and so compelling I
read it in one sitting. Fans of Attica Locke and Celeste Ng, take note!”— Wendy
Corsi Staub, NYT bestselling author
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NEXT SHIP HOME

A Novel (Previously titled LANGUAGE OF DREAMS)
By Heather Webb

NA

February 2022 / Sourcebooks / US Editor: Shana Drehs
Edited MS Available
Ellis Island, 1902: Two women band together to hold America to its promise: “Give
me your tired, your poor ... your huddled masses yearning to breathe free...”
A young Italian woman arrives on the shores of America, her sights set on a better
life. That same day, a young American woman reports to her first day of work at
the immigration center. But Ellis Island isn’t a refuge for Francesca or Alma, not
when ships depart every day with those who are refused entry to the country and
when corruption ripples through every corridor. While Francesca resorts to desperate measures to ensure she will make it off the island, Alma fights for her dreams of
becoming a translator, even as women are denied the chance.
As the two women face the misdeeds of a system known to manipulate and abuse
immigrants searching for new hope in America, they form an unlikely friendship—
and share a terrible secret—altering their fates and the lives of the immigrants who
come after them.
Inspired by true events and for fans of Kristina McMorris and Hazel Gaynor, The
Next Ship Home holds up a mirror to our own times, deftly questioning America’s
history of prejudice and exclusion while also reminding us of our citizens’ singular
determination. This is a novel of the dark secrets of Ellis Island, when entry to “the
land of the free” promised a better life but often delivered something drastically different, and when immigrant strength and female friendship found ways to triumph
even on the darkest days.
Heather Webb is the USA Today bestselling and award-winning author of Rodin’s
Lover and Becoming Josephine and co-author with Hazel Gaynor of Three Words for
Goodbye, Meet Me in Monaco and Last Christmas in Paris.
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WILDCAT
A Novel

By Amelia Morris

NA

February 2022 / Flatiron (Macmillan) / US Editor: Megan Lynch
Edited MS Available Spring 2022
An uproariously funny, surprisingly touching story of one woman’s journey through
motherhood and female friendship, in a society that plays fast and loose with information.
New mother, aspiring writer, and former shopgirl Leanne has lost her way. As she
struggles with both her grief and the haze of motherhood, it also becomes clear that
her best friend, the default queen of East Side Los Angeles, Regina Mark, might not
actually be a friend at all.
As Leanne begins to investigate and undermine Regina, she also strikes up an unexpected friendship with the lauded writer Maxine Hunter. Feeling frustrated and
invisible next to Regina’s wealth and social standing, Leanne seeks security wherever
she can find it, whether that’s by researching whether she should vaccinate her son,
in listening to the messages she thinks her father is sending from beyond the grave,
or in holding her own against a petulant student in her creative writing class. Most
of all, however, she looks for it within Maxine, who offers Leanne something new.
With a keen eye for the trappings of privilege, class, and the performative nature of
contemporary domestic life, Morris’s tender and wicked debut shows us a woman
who bucks against the narrative she’s been fed, only to find power in herself and the
truth that emerges.

“Vibrant and fast-moving, Wildcat is on its surface a compelling read, but it also
has bite.The novel is dark and eviscerating on class and entitlement while Morris is
funny and sharp on the page. Her movement into fiction is a true reward to readers.”—Megan Mayhew Bergman, author of Birds of a Lesser Paradise

Amelia Morris is the author of the blog, Bon Appétempt (named one of the twenty-five best blogs of the year by TIME magazine) as well as the memoir by the same
name. Her work has appeared in the Los Angeles Times, McSweeney’s, The Millions,
and USA Today. She is also the co-creator of the podcast, Mom Rage. She lives in Los
Angeles with her family.

“Wildcat is a sharp, funny, and richly wrought take on trying to be both a mother
and whatever else one sets out to be. Immensely readable and deeply felt, Morris
takes readers through the particularly wild and prickly world of a certain type of
female friendship in all its complicated, shameful, and sometimes deeply satisfying
forms.”—Lynn Steger Strong, author of Want

“A delightful, searingly accurate novel about the insecurity of new motherhood
meeting the seduction of toxic friendships. [...] tender, precise, and funny [...] Wildcat reminded me what juicy fun disappearing into a good book can be. –Aja Gabel,
author of The Ensemble

“At once laugh-out-loud funny and deeply serious, page-turning, and smart. Amelia Morris tackles contemporary motherhood—with its social media–induced peer
pressure, its confusing isolation, its complicated beauty—with the sharpest wit and
a tenderness that takes my breath away.” —Edan Lepucki, bestselling author of
Woman No. 17 and California
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CHEVY IN THE HOLE
A Novel

By Kelsey Ronan

NA

March 2022 / Henry Holt (Macmillan) / US Editor: Caroline Zancan
Edited MS Available Fall 2021
A gorgeous, harrowing debut that follows multiple generations of two families in
Flint, Michigan, through the city’s notorious growth and decline, with a remarkable
contemporary love story at its center
When we meet August “Gus” Molloy on the opening pages of Chevy in the Hole,
he’s just overdosed at the Detroit restaurant where he works. Shortly after, he packs
it in and returns home to his family for another shot at sobriety. There, he meets
and falls quickly in love with Monae Livingston, an urban farmer trying to coax a
tenuous rebirth from the damaged land. As Gus and Monae begin dreaming up an
oasis together in Flint, the city’s water supply is being quietly poisoned.
Woven throughout their story are the stories of Gus’s and Monae’s families—Gus’s
white and Monae’s Black—members of which have had their own triumphs and
devastating setbacks trying to survive and thrive in their troubled city. In 1937,
Gus’s great-grandmother runs supplies to the strikers at Chevrolet while her husband, a luckless salesman, daydreams of riches. Meanwhile, Monae’s grandmother,
Esther Williams, arrives during the Great Migration to confront the limitations of
“GM Crow.” One of Esther’s sons finds his political voice in the civil rights movement while another works at the ill-fated theme park AutoWorld. We watch the
families brush elbows long before Gus and Monae ever meet, on one now-infamous
night, when Keith Moon of the Who drives a Cadillac into the swimming pool of
the Holiday Inn.
A novel about the things that change over time and the things that don’t, Chevy in
the Hole is ultimately a love letter to Flint and the resilience of its people. Throughout, the city reverberates through these families and friendships, which remind us
again and again what people need from one another and from the city they call
home.
Kelsey Ronan grew up in Flint, Michigan. Her work has appeared in Lit Hub,
Michigan Quarterly Review, The Kenyon Review and elsewhere. She lives in Detroit
and teaches for InsideOut Literary Arts. Chevy in the Hole is her first novel.

“Kelsey Ronan is a storyteller of extraordinary wisdom and empathy, devoted to
rendering fully the lives of these remarkable characters—their complexities and
frailties, their unexpected kindnesses and terrible mistakes, their resilience in the
face of nearly insurmountable obstacles. Grace-filled and elegant, Chevy in the Hole
is a testament to the long reach of history, and family, and the salvific power of
love.”—Elizabeth Wetmore, New York Times bestselling author of Valentine
“Chevy in the Hole is undoubtedly a Flint love story, but only for those willing to
acknowledge love for what it is: an act of endurance that’s often painful, sometimes
destructive, and absolutely necessary for survival. Like the city itself, August and
Monae struggle to reconcile what they’ve inherited with what they are, and Kelsey
Ronan has the grace to make us understand their fumbles and believe in their
restoration.”—Xhenet Aliu, author of Brass
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THE MAN WHO SOLD AIR IN THE HOLY LAND
Stories

By Omer Friedlander

NA

April 2022 / Penguin Random House / US Editor: Robin Dresser
Edited MS Available

Rights Sold:

Dutch (Spectrum)

Italian (NN Editore)

People strive for connection in this debut work of fiction set in Israel and the Middle
East: a magically rich collection of stories in the tradition of Michael Chabon, Nicole
Krauss, and Nathan Englander.
The poignant, whimsically imaginative stories in Omer Friedlander’s debut transport
readers to the narrow limestone alleyways of Jerusalem, the desolate beauty of the
Negev Desert, and the sprawling orange groves of Jaffa. Across the sharply drawn
borders that divide them, Friedlander’s characters, often outsiders or even outcasts,
are haunted by the past, or by the promise of a future that they can see but often
cannot reach. A divorced con artist and his young daughter sell empty bottles of
“holy” air to credulous tourists; a Lebanese Scheherazade enchants with her nightly
tales the three young soldiers occupying a radio station in Beirut; a lonely young
boy, obsessed with the bravery of a Polish-Jewish ballerina during the Holocaust,
daringly “rooftops” at night, climbing steel cranes in his scuffed sneakers; an Israeli
volunteer at a West Bank checkpoint mourns the death of her son, a soldier killed in
Gaza.
In The Man Who Sold Air in the Holy Land, moments of fragile intimacy mix with
comedy and notes of the absurd; these are fairy tales turned on their heads by the
stakes of real life. These stories are the literary equivalent of Chagall’s brushstrokes,
offering enchantment as they take you somewhere far away yet achingly near, revealing the shared humanity that transcends physical, political, and religious boundaries, with a universal appeal to the heart.
Omer Friedlander grew up in Israel. He earned a BA in English Literature from the
University of Cambridge, England, and an MFA from Boston University, where he
was supported by the Saul Bellow Fellowship. His short stories have won numerous
awards, and have been published in the United States, Canada, France, and Israel.
A Starworks Fellow in Fiction at New York University, he has earned a Bread Loaf
Work-Study Scholarship as well as a fellowship from the Vermont Studio Center.
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THE BRUISING OF QILWA
A Novella

By Naseem Jamnia

WE

August 2022 / Tachyon Publications / US Editor: Jacob Weisman
Edited MS Available Fall 2021
Firuz-e Jafari needs a job. After fleeing their home country along with their mother
and younger brother to escape the genocide of their people, Firuz’s family has found
refuge in the Free Democratic City-State of Qiliwa. With money, food, and space
scarce—and with the majority of Qilwans prejudiced against the refugees—Firuz is
determined to secure a position and earn enough to ensure their family’s comfort and
peace of mind. Their best hope is convincing the Healer Kofi, the last independent
medical practitioner in the city and the only one willing to treat refugees, to take
them on as a medical apprentice.
Just as Firuz is settling into the bustle that is Kofi’s clinic, patients begin turning up
with bizarre symptoms: extensive bruising that is oddly resistant to treatment and
unexplainable weariness. As more and more people fall ill, the Qilwans cast suspicions on the refugees, convinced that they’re carriers of the disease. Desperate to
exonerate their people and find a cure for their patients, Firuz risks revealing their
dangerous secret—they have blood magic, a misunderstood and reviled power that
allows the wielder to manipulate bodies. While blood magic is the best way to study
patients and diagnose the disease, if Firuz is discovered they could ignite a new wave
of persecution and violence against their family and their people.
The Bruising of Qilwa follows Firuz’s first year in their new home, exploring the
tension between their fierce sense of self-preservation that resulted from the trauma
of the genocide, and their undeniable drive to help and heal that is endemic of all
medical professionals. A vivid fantasy that echoes with a striking, timely message,
The Bruising of Qilwa will appeal to fans of JY Yang’s The Black Tides of Heaven, and
R.F. Kuang’s The Poppy War, and welcome readers into an exciting new world they’ll
long to revisit.
Naseem Jamnia is a 2019 Lambda Literary Emerging Writers Retreat Fellows. Their
nonfiction has appeared in The Rumpus, The Washington Post, Cosmopolitan and other sites. A native Chicagoan and child to Iranian immigrants, Naseem lives in Reno,
Nevada, where they’re getting their MFA in Fiction and study under acclaimed
author David Anthony Durham.
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THE LIGHT PIRATE
A Novel

By Lily Brooks-Dalton

NA

Spring 2023 / Grand Central / US Editor: Karen Kosztolnyik
Full MS Available

FROM THE AUTHOR OF GOOD, MORNING MIDNIGHT,
ADAPTED FOR THE SCREEN BY NETFLIX, STARRING &
DIRECTED BY GEORGE CLOONEY
As The Light Pirate opens, devastating weather patterns and flooding have driven an
untold number of residents out of what had once been the vital and well-populated
state of Florida. As another powerful hurricane approaches, Kirby Lowe and his
two sons from his first marriage, Flip, age seven, and Lucas, twelve, remain behind
preparing for the worst. The boys are living with their father and his new wife, Frida, who joined her husband in the States after her Puerto Rican home was destroyed
by a prior storm. Frida is due to give birth to the couple’s first child any day. Kirby’s
job as an electrical line-worker becomes a coveted resource as the government downsizes and electricity. But as the storm closes in, Flip and Lucas go missing and Kirby
heads out into the high winds in search of his children. Left behind, Frida goes into
labor, giving birth to a daughter, Wanda, named after the storm that coincided with
her arrival.
Told in four parts: power, water, light, time, The Light Pirate traces Wanda’s deeply
moving, remarkable journey as she navigates the vicissitudes of adolescence and
adulthood, steadfast love and loss and the uncertainties, brutality and unexpected
beauty of a rapidly changing natural world whose rhythms are deftly mirrored in
the book’s unique structure. Written in Lily Brooks-Dalton’s luminous prose, The
Light Pirate is a sweeping, singular narrative laced with magic realism and lit by the
enduring power of hope, as well as a larger meditation on our turbulent relationship
with the environment, with one another and with ourselves.
Lily Brooks-Dalton is a critically acclaimed author of fiction and memoir. Her first
novel, Good Morning, Midnight was described by The Washington Post as “a beautifully written, sparse post-apocalyptic novel that explores memory, loss and identity
. . . Fans of Emily St. John Mandel’s Station Eleven and Kim Stanley Robinson’s
Aurora will appreciate the Brooks-Dalton’s exquisite exploration of relationships in
extreme environments.” Her memoir, Motorcycles I’ve Loved, was shortlisted for the
Oregon Book Awards She earned her MFA from Portland State University.

Previous Publishers of GOOD MORNING, MIDNIGHT:
Brazilian Portuguese (Morro Branco)
Italian (Nord)
Catalan (Columna)
Japanese (Sogensha)
Complex Chinese (Delight Press/Systex) Korean (Sigongsa)
Croatian (Knjigoteka)
Romanian (Editura Bestseller)
Czech (Prah)
Russian (AST)
French (Presses de la Cite)
Simplified Chinese (United Sky)
Hebrew (Agam Books)
Spanish (Blackie Books)
Hungarian (Agave)
Turkish (Ybanci)
Praise for GOOD MORNING, MIDNIGHT:
“A remarkable and gifted debut. Lily Brooks-Dalton is an uncanny chronicler of
desolate spaces, whether it’s the cold expanse of the universe or the deepest recesses
of the human heart.”—Colson Whitehead
“Brooks-Dalton’s prose lights up the page in great swathes, her dialogue sharp and
insightful, and the high-concept plot drives a story of place, elusive love, and the
inexorable yearning for human contact [...] Memorable characters explore complex
questions that resonate with the urgency of a glimpse into the void.”
—Publishers Weekly
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HUMAN BLUES

WE MEASURE THE EARTH WITH OUR BODIES

A Novel

By Elisa Albert

A Novel (Previously titled BEND YOU TO REMAIN)
NA

By Tsering Lama

NA

May 2022 / Avid Reader Press (S&S) / US Editor: Lauren Wein
Edited MS Available Fall 2021

June 2022 / Bloomsbury / US Editor: Grace McNamee
Edited MS Available

From the author of After Birth, a novel about a misanthropic musician who cannot
seem to get pregnant, as she confronts the thorny matrix of art, fame, performance,
obsession, god, and the fertility-industrial complex. In her newest and most audacious novel, Albert introduces Aviva Rossner—badass singer-songwriter and feminist folk hero—as her star rises and she questions her deepest held desires.

What if survival means leaving behind your land, your family, even your gods?

On the eve of the release of her fourth album, emerging folk singer Aviva Rosner is
struggling to get pregnant. The twist: as much as Aviva desperately wants a child,
she is conflicted about the science that helps women conceive, and she has poured
all of her thoughts and feelings about it into the album itself. As the album makes
its way in the world, the shock of the response it receives from fans and critics is at
first welcome—and then invasive and strange. Aviva never wanted to be a spokesperson for the anti-assisted reproductive technology set, or did she? Running as a
current alongside Aviva’s own journey is her obsession with another iconic singer,
lost too soon, whose story and songs have worked their way into Aviva’s consciousness. Maybe The Singer’s struggle will lead her to the right answers about her own.
Told over the course of nine months, with each chapter exploring the swing between hope and despair of a full menstrual cycle, Human Blues is a bold, brainy,
riotous, and heartbreaking book about art, motherhood, feminism, biology, wellness, and a woman searching to accept what she wants and what she’s willing—or
not willing—to do to get it.
Elisa Albert is the author of After Birth, The Book of Dahlia, How This Night
is Different, and the editor of the anthology Freud’s Blind Spot. Her fiction and
nonfiction have appeared in Tin House, The New York Times, The Guardian, n+1,
Gulf Coast, Salon, Tablet, Los Angeles Review of Books, The Believer, Time Magazine,
on NPR, and in many anthologies. She has received fellowships from The Virginia
Center for Creative Arts, Djerassi, Vermont Studio Center, The Netherlands Institute for Advanced Studies in Holland, the HWK in Germany, and the Amsterdam
Writer’s Residency.

The year is 1959 and Mao Tsetung’s Red Army has invaded Tibet. Following the
escape of the Dalai Lama, the village oracle leads her entire community, including
her two daughters and husband, into exile. On the mountainous border between
Nepal and Tibet, they live in limbo as rations dwindle, people grow sick, and
rumors swirl of nearby guerilla battles and possible help from the Americans. So
begins Bend You To Remain, the sixty-year story of a single Tibetan family’s journey
through Nepal and North America.
Lhamo and her sister Tenkyi are the first generation to have memories of their
homeland but must survive in the refugee camps; Lhamo’s daughter Dolma joins
her aunt Tenkyi in Canada while leaving her mother behind. And Samphal is a fatherless boy whose story is tied deeply to the three women and a statue of a mysterious, unnamed saint that seems to watch over their family. Titled after a line from
Hamlet, the novel is a meditation of profound displacement, parental hauntings
and the enduring connections to our families and pasts, an indictment of colonialism as well as a love story. It is an homage to women who break social norms,
to the beauty in survival, and also a critique of Western scholarship on Tibet. It
is about the transfer of stolen antiquities across borders as well as the transfer of
refugees and their stories, following in the footsteps of Yaa Gyasi’s Homegoing and
Min Jin Lee’s Pachinko.
Tsering Lama has earned an MFA from Columbia University. She has received
grants and residencies from Tin House, Vermont Studio Center, Hedgebrook, the
Canada Council for the Arts, and the Barbara Deming Memorial Fund, among
many others.
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BIG GIRL

NONE OF THIS WOULD HAVE
HAPPENED IF PRINCE WERE ALIVE
A Novel By Carolyn Prusa

A Novel (Previously titled MORE OF EVERYTHING)
NA

By Mecca Jamilah Sullivan

NA

July 2022 / Atria (S&S) / US Editor: Trish Todd
Edited MS Available

Summer 2022 / Liveright (W.W. Norton) / US Editor: Gina Iaquinta
Edited MS Available Spring 2022

Filled with laugh-out-loud moments and sharp observations, this debut is reminiscent of Where’d You Go, Bernadette?—with scattered showers of purple glitter.

A ficition counterpart to Roxanne Gay’s Hunger, this is a novel about an young
girl growing up in 1990s Harlem, grappling with the stigma of obesity passed down
through three generations of women in her family, who comes to terms with her
self-image and her sexuality against the backdrop of Harlem’s changing landscape.

Ramona has it all: two children who prefer mini golf to potty training, a boss who
won’t stop emailing after office hours, a pain-in-the-neck mom, and a husband
who’s cheating on her with a LaCroix-drinking woman Ramona recognizes from
the school pick-up line. If that wasn’t enough, add in Hurricane Matthew bearing
down on Savannah, Georgia—and kicking off 48 madcap hours that upend Ramona’s life and her relationships.
In the face of extreme weather warnings, Ramona leads her two kids, the neighbor
boy, her mother, and assorted pets through police roadblocks and increasingly torrential downpours—all the while fielding apology calls and texts from her cheating husband Desmond. Even as she attempts to ignore the persistent glow of the
minivan’s check engine light, Ramona thinks back through their marriage, sorting
through memories in an attempt to find the moment things went wrong.
Perspective comes in the eye of the storm with a rare moment of mother-daughter
bonding that leaves Ramona wondering: can she forgive Desmond’s infidelity?
Does she want to? After the hurricane sweeps through, what will be left of the life
they’ve built together—and is Ramona in or out?
For fans of the novels of Maria Semple, Katherine Heiny, Laurie Gelman, and the
warmth and wit of Mary Laura Philpott, None of This Would Have Happened If
Prince Were Alive is a highly readable, deeply relatable look at marriage, motherhood, and a woman finding her way back to herself.
Carolyn Prusa earned a BA from Stanford University and an MA in creative writing from Boston University. She has been a contributor to the Charlotte Observer,
the Greensboro News and Record, Savannah Magazine, Savannah Morning News,
among other publications. She lives in Savannah with her husband, two sons, and
giant wookie dog.

Malaya Clondon loves to paint, she loves hip-hop, and she loves to spend time
with her adoring father. But every day brings painful reminders that she doesn’t
fit in. Malaya is one of only a handful of Black students at her elite Upper East
Side school, and the few friends she makes there betray her trust. Her desires and
sexuality are a source of confusion, and her parents’ conflicts are becoming increasingly tense. Needing an escape, she retreats into a fantasy world in which butter-swaddled french fries and hip-hop beats vie as a source of comfort. Soon eating
wins out, and Malaya balloons from a 150-pound girl of eight to a morbidly obese
adolescent. Malaya remains helpless to define her needs for herself, until a family
tragedy upends her world, and she comes to realize that her desires provide the
nourishment she has craved.
More of Everything is very much a novel that speaks to the moment: issues of race
and social class, sexual identity, and women’s body image infuse Malaya’s story.
Doing what only the finest fiction can do, it brings these conversations to life in a
character who wins our hearts and reveals us to ourselves. Malaya’s coming of age
echoes the agonies of so many of adolescents: family conflicts, bullying, betrayal,
confusion about their desires as they grow into womanhood. Like too many young
women, Malaya’s inner turmoil takes self-destructive form. But Malaya is a survivor, art and music feed her soul, and she emerges healthy in both mind and body.
Its topicality makes it an ideal book club destination, extending the vibrant explorations of race, weight, body image, sexual identity, and girlhood taken up in such
popular nonfiction as Heavy by Kiese Laymon, Young Gifted and Fat by Sherrell
Luckett.
Mecca Jamilah Sullivan is the author of the short story collection Blue Talk and
Love, which won the Judith Markowitz Award from Lambda Literary.
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WHEN WE WERE BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL

WALK THE VANISHED EARTH

By Jillian Medoff

By Erin Swan

A Novel

WE

A Novel

NA

Summer 2022 / Harper (HarperCollins) / US Editor: Emily Griffin
Edited MS Available Fall 2021
An electrifying breakout from beloved, bestselling author Jillian Medoff, a twisty
drama that explores the limits of familial loyalty, set on Manhattan’s glittering
Upper East Side.

Summer 2022 / Viking (PRH) / US Editor: Margaux Weisman
Edited MS Available

Cassie Quinn may only be twenty-three, but she does know a few things for sure.
One: money isn’t everything, but it’s certainly better to have it than not. Two: family is everything. Three: her brother is not a rapist.

The year is 1873, and Samson travels the Kansas plains with bright eyes, full of
hope for his new country. The year is 1975, and an adolescent girl named Bea
walks those very same plains, pregnant, mute. The year is 2073, and Moon has
heard only stories of the blue planet—Earth, as they once called it, now succumbed entirely to water. This is the story of one family, told over seven generations, as America changes and so does its dream; a story about ancestry, legacy, and
the trauma we inherit. This is the story of one planet, and its imminent collapse.

One spring night, Cassie’s kid brother Billy is arrested for raping his ex-girlfriend
and locked up up somewhere in New Jersey. Summoned by her big brother Nate,
Cassie races home from grad school to hunker down with him and their parents,
Lawrence and Eleanor, in the family’s iconic Manhattan apartment building. As
the Quinns scramble to hire the best legal strategists money can buy, Cassie tries
to understand why this young woman would make such a horrific accusation.
She’d bet her life on Billy’s innocence; looking at him, she sees not only the fragile
stutterer she and Nate shielded from bullies, but also the tenderhearted, pre-med
student he’s become. Even if Billy fits an all-too- familiar sex offender profile
(white, rich, Ivy-educated athlete)—Cassie knows he’d never hurt anyone, much
less a woman he once loved.
And Cassie knows a lot about being hurt. Recently, her years-long secret affair with
a powerful, charismatic man named Marcus finally exploded, leaving her to rebuild
her life, bury her injuries, and reconnect with the friends and family she pushed
away. Despite Lawrence and Eleanor’s best efforts to protect their son, the press
converges on the Quinn’s Upper East Side luxury residence and the family girds
themselves for what will be a media-saturated, high-profile jury trial. Cassie will do
whatever it takes to protect her little brother, but what if that means exposing her
own darkest corners to the world? Lightning-paced, psychologically astute, shocking, and wholly original, this dazzling novel asks: who will pay the price when the
truth is revealed?
Jillian Medoff is the author of This Could Hurt, the national bestseller I Couldn’t
Love You More, Good Girls Gone Bad and Hunger Point.

Rights Sold:

French (Gallmeister)
This is a story about the end of the world.

This is a story about the end of the world—but it is also about the beginning of
something entirely new.
Erin Swan’s debut novel is startling, experimental, and wildly prescient. Her writing tackles urgent questions about environmental collapse through a combination
of poetic prose, speculative world-building, and a cast of distinct characters. Erin’s
imagination pulls her into the cohort of female literary writers with sci-fi crossover,
like Emily St. John Mandel, Karen Thompson Walker, or Ling Ma. The intergenerational structure of this book recalls Yaa Gyasi’s Homegoing, while her sentences
conjure the sophistication and vitality of writers like Lauren Groff. But Erin is a
writer entirely distinct, a pioneer at the forefront of a wholly new era, where we
may begin to examine our flaws as a country, and as a planet, more fearlessly and
thoughtfully than ever before. This novel gives us a wide, expansive exploration of
where humanity has been—and where we might still go from here.
Erin Swan is a writer of fiction and nonfiction whose work has been published
in such literary journals as The Portland Review, The South Carolina Review, and
Inkwell Journal. She is a graduate of the MFA program at the New School, and her
stories have been nominated for the Pushcart Prize and Best of the Net.
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FOR THE LOVE OF THE BARD

THE LOST KINGS

A Series

By Jessica Martin

A Novel (previously titled I AM JEANIE KING)
NA

By Tyrell Johnson

NA

Summer 2022 / Berkley (PRH) / US Editor: Kate Seaver
Edited MS Available

Fall 2022 / Anchor Books (PRH) / US Editor: Caitlin Landuyt
Edited MS Available Fall 2021

A debut rom-com set in the Shakespeare-obsessed town of Bard’s Rest, New Hampshire, in which a literary jill-of-all-trades and the veterinarian who broke her heart
in high school find that while the course of true love never did run smooth, all’s well
that ends well.

A character driven book with beautiful writing and a looming sense of suspense.

Fresh off a break-up with her cream-faced loon of an ex-boyfriend, literary agent
and writer Miranda Barnes rolls into her hometown of Bard’s Rest with one goal
in mind: finally finishing her YA novel. Yet as soon as she arrives, it becomes clear
that Miranda’s in for a midsummer that’s not exactly what she dreamed. It’s the
centennial of Bard’s Rest’s beloved annual Shakespeare festival, and Miranda’s
mother is the head of the planning committee, which means that before you can
say “all’s fair in love and war,” Miranda is somehow directing a mainstage production of Twelfth Night—while simultaneously plugging away at her book, navigating
a family health scare, and doing her best to avoid the boy who broke her heart
in high school. The boy in question, of course, is now a man: Adam Winters, a
surprisingly nice-smelling veterinarian with a talent for set design and an infuriating knack for saving Miranda’s dog Puck from the consequences of his imprudent
eating. When it comes to Adam, the lady doth protest too much: in spite of their
history—a prom night tragedy starring Miranda’s older sister Portia—and the fact
that the end of the summer will put them back on opposite coasts, Miranda can’t
help but wonder if what they have might last beyond the end of the festival.

After the death of their mother, Jeanie and her twin brother Jamie live with their
father in a remote cabin in the wilds of Washington State, near where the forest
meets the ocean. They are inseparable, and together they befriend another lonely boy named Maddox, spending their time exploring the rocky shoreline and
fending for themselves. But the morning after Jeanie’s dad comes home reeking
of violence, she wakes to find that he has abandoned her- and he has taken Jamie
with him.

A treat for fans of Abbi Waxman’s The Bookish Life of Nina Hill and Kate Clayborn’s Love Lettering, Jessica Martin’s debut is a warm and witty novel about a
woman coming into her own with the help of her community—and the man who
just might earn his place at her side. With the small-town charm of Evvie Drake
Starts Over and enemies-to-lovers (or is it lovers-to-enemies-to-lovers?) spark of
Emily Henry’s Beach Read.

We hate to cite widly successful books like Where the Crawdads Sing and The Silent
Patient, but I Am Jeanie King really hits at the exact place where they intersect, with
some shades of My Absolute Darling by Gabriel Tallent.

Jessica Martin is a lawyer by day, writer by night, and a Shakespeare-lover 24/7.
Based in the burbs of Boston, she shares her life with a finance geek, an unruly
toddler, and two dogs named after Bond characters.

In some ways, Jeanie’s life begins when she is twelve years old: the day her father
comes home covered in someone else’s blood.

Perhaps this explains why Jeanie eventually moves to the UK, why she drinks too
much, why she’s sleeping with a married man, or why she’s in therapy with someone who isn’t her therapist. She works at a small shop and spends her free time
either enduring her needy, pregnant neighbor or trying to bond with her obese
house cat. But everything changes when Maddox shows up in her new life, claiming to know the whereabouts of her long-lost dad. When Jeanie agrees to track her
father down, she can’t decide whether she wants to reconcile with him, to find out
what happened to Jamie— or to kill the bastard herself.

Tyrell Johnson is the author of The Wolves of Winter (Scribner 2018), a post-apocalyptic novel that was an Indie Next Pick, and garnered praise from EW, PopSugar,
Vogue.com, and many others.
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FLIGHT

LUNGFISH

A Novel

A Novel (previously titled ISLANDERS)

By Lynn Steger Strong

NA

By Meghan Gilliss

WE

Fall 2022 / Custom House / US Editor: Katherine Nintzel
Edited MS Available Spring 2022

Fall 2022 / Catapult / US Editor: Kendall Storey
Edited MS Available Fall 2021

It’s Christmas Eve Eve in upstate New York and a young mother is frantic about her
missing daughter.

With the emotional suspense and structural brilliance of Jenny Offil’s Dept. Of
Speculation and the mesmerizing interiority of Claire Louise-Bennett’s Pond,
Lungfish is the story of a woman whose husband’s addiction has drained their
finances and driven them to move illegally to an abandoned island off the coast of
Maine.

Quinn has lost custody of Maddie before but worked hard to get her back—rehab,
counseling, and the interminable waiting that follows. She loves Maddie fiercely
and she fears that this episode, if reported, might mean she loses her for good. Alice, Maddie’s social worker and a strikingly beautiful Black woman whose relationship with her daughter reminds Quinn mostly of her own failures, might be her
only option. Just a few miles away, Alice prepares the house she’s inherited from
her grandmother for the arrival of her husband Henry’s siblings and their children.
It will be the first Christmas for all of them in this house, a change after spending many Christmases at Henry’s mother’s in sunny Florida. As the adult siblings
arrive, the old resentments and instabilities begin to bubble up. But when Alice
receives a call from her client Quinn that Maddie is missing, her love for Maddie
swirls with the devastating losses of the previous years and the forces already at
work within the family take over. With urgency and artfulness, Strong turns the
convention of a “missing girl novel” on its head as each character in the ensemble
cast searches not only for Maddie but for a connection or force that might make
them feel individually less lost. Taut and tense, Strong’s attention is tuned, again,
to the structural and systemic failings that are haunting Americans, but also to the
ways in which people, with all their hopefulness and love, can support each other
through the gaps. In conversation with the work of writers like Claire Messud,
Lydia Millet and Lily King, Flight is a novel of family, ambition, precarity, art, and
desire, and it forms a big next step for a writer at the height of her powers.

Previous Publishers for WANT:

			Polish (Fame Art)

On the island, Tuck must care for their young daughter and scrape together
enough money to leave before winter arrives—or before they are found out—while
her husband struggles to detox. Survival is urgent, but not without joy: the protagonist forages rose hips from bushes along the beach, mussels from rocks by the
water, berries, seaweed, and anything else she can find. There is an existential force
to the novel, shimmering in the strangeness of her malnourished mind.
With exquisite prose that is displacing and even transformative, Gilliss explores
the wild, unknown spaces of what makes a family, and of our capacity to concede
ourselves in order to begin again. Lungfish is a brilliant and heartbreaking novel
about addiction, doubt, marriage, motherhood, and the ground that is ever-shifting beneath our feet.
Meghan Gilliss’s work has been published in Salamander, The Rattling Wall, Nat.
Brut, and fields magazine, among others, as well as in the recent anthology of
Maine writing, North by Northeast. She was awarded the Alexander Cappon Prize
for Fiction and is a graduate of the Bennington Writing Seminars as well as the
University of Missouri’s School of Journalism. She lives in Maine with her husband
and their daughter.

Vietnamese (Nham Van)

Lynn Steger Strong is the author of the novels Hold Still and, most recently, Want.
Her work has appeared in The New York Times, Time, Harper’s Bazaar, Los Angeles
Times, The Paris Review, Bomb, Guernica, Literary Hub, Catapult, Elle.com, The Cut,
New York Magazine, LARB, The Millions, and elsewhere.
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THE WILD ONE

THE COMMUNITY BOARD

A Novel

By Colleen McKeegan

A Novel
NA

By Tara Conklin

WE

Fall 2022 / HarperCollins / US Editor: Sarah Stein
Edited MS Available

Spring 2023 / William Morrow (HarperCollins) / US Editor: Kate Nintzel
Edited MS Available Spring 2022

The Wild One follows Amanda Brooks, a born-and-bred New Yorker harboring
a dark past.

In the suburban New England town of Murbridge, things are disappearing. A stop
sign, a garden gnome, a pork tenderloin, a lilac tree dug from the ground. Who’s to
blame? What does it mean?

It all starts the year she turns eleven and is banished to a summer at Camp Catalpa,
an all-girls sleepaway camp in middle-of-nowhere Pennsylvania. While at camp,
Amanda begins to target her nerdy cabinmate Catherine Wagner to impress the
camp’s cool girl. Until one night, when a prank goes awry and Amanda and Catherine find themselves alone and lost in the woods. There, they meet a new, mysterious girl named Meg O’Hea. Together, the three encounter a dangerous situation...
One that ends with a man dead. They silently vow to keep the details of what they
saw to themselves, forever tying the three. Over a decade later, Amanda falls in love
and, under the dizzying spell of her new boyfriend, she shares their secret. When
her relationship turns turbulent and the secret is used as a ruse to keep her from
leaving, Amanda finally has to confront her past demons. She reunites with Catherine and Meg for the first time since that summer, and together they navigate how
to help Amanda break free.
With chapters alternating between present and past, The Wild One turns the familiar summer camp setting on its head, dipping into the dark edges of the forest
to craft a narrative about childhood trauma and the scars, both debilitating and
empowering, that shape our futures—as well as the undeniable power of female
friendship. The Wild One is Jessica Knoll’s Luckiest Girl Alive meets Meg Wolitzer’s
The Interestings. It will resonate with readers between 16-35ish who are fans of
books with vivid atmospheres and emotion-heavy plots.
Colleen McKeegan is a freelance writer based in New York. She was most recently
a senior features editor at Marie Claire, where she was nominated for a National
Magazine Award. Before joining Marie Claire, she workedat Bloomberg, Fortune,
The New Yorker, and Bicycling magazine. She’s a graduate of Georgetown University and currently lives in Westchester with her husband, their son, and their mutt
Sydney.

When Darcy Clipper returns to her hometown, she’s reeling from a series of
personal calamities: divorce, job loss, dead cat, bad haircut. She volunteers to serve
as moderator for the Murbridge community message board, hoping she’ll find
her place once more in the town she knows and loves best. But when a proposal
to build a homeless shelter erupts into controversy, long-simmering divisions are
revealed and Darcy realizes that the quaint, nurturing place she remembers has
changed irrevocably.
As Darcy struggles to re-build her life and sense of self, she uses the message
board—in her own misguided but genuine way—to unite neighbors and bring
back a sense of community and understanding. Along the way she finds a lost
friend, grows out her bangs, acquires a menagerie of pets, and discovers who
exactly is responsible for the disappearances plaguing the town of Murbridge. Told
through board posts and draft emails Darcy never quite gets around to sending,
The Community Board is the story of a woman learning to live alone and a town
learning to live with itself. Funny, sweet and timely, The Community Board will
appeal to fans of Where’d You Go Bernadette? and The Curious Incident of the Dog in
the Nighttime.
Tara Conklin is a writer and former lawyer whose first novel, The House Girl, was
a New York Times bestseller, #1 IndieNext pick, Target book club pick and has been
translated into 8 languages. Her second novel, The Last Romantics, published in
February 2019 and was also a New York Times bestseller.
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A HISTORY OF BURNING

THE MYTHMAKERS

A Novel

By Janika Oza

A Novel
NA

Spring 2023 / Grand Central (Hachette) / US Editor: Seema Mahanian
Edited MS Available Fall 2022

Rights Sold:
Canada (M&S)

UK/Comm (Chatto & Windus)

Beginning amidst years of colonial rule and unrest in Uganda and reaching across
several continents and twists of fate over almost a century, Oza’s novel traces the
lives, loves, and secrets of four generations as they desperately search for a sense of
home.
At the turn of the twentieth century, a teenage boy looking for work named Pirbhai is tricked into indentured servitude. Years later, far from the family he fears
he will never see again and his body bent from work, Pirbhai burns down a small
Kenyan village at the order of his railroad superiors—an act that will reverberate
across multiple generations—and his hope of finding family and belonging grow
dim. But eventually Pirbhai is taken in by a shopkeeping family in Kenya and they
arrange a marriage with their oldest daughter, Sonal. As their family grows and
plants seeds in Kampala, the tides of empire shift beneath their feet.
As Uganda moves towards Independence and military dictatorship, Pirbhai’s
granddaughters who have come of age in a divided nation, must navigate their own
legacy. The eldest daughter Latika and her husband Arun become political activists
in the national resistance, fighting for a different kind of freedom that both puts
their family at risk and never arrives. In 1972, when Amin’s violent regime orders
South Asian-descended Ugandans out, the family has no choice but to flee, and in
the chaos, they leave something devastating and unexpected behind.
Descended from the novelistic tradition of Min Jin Lee’s Pachinko, Yaa Gyasi’s
Homegoing, Hala Alyan’s Salt Houses and even Jhumpa Lahiri’s The Namesake, and
inspired by Oza’s family’s own exile and resettlement from Uganda, A History of
Burning tells a story that is familiar in its human contours but that we haven’t seen
before in fiction, of an Indo-Ugandan family caught between their complicity in
colonial rule and their resistance to the violence of empire.
Janika Oza is the winner of the 2020 Kenyon Review Short Fiction Award.

By Keziah Weir

NA

Spring 2023 / Simon & Schuster / US Editor: Marysue Rucci
Edited MS Available Fall 2022

Rights Sold:

Canada (McClelland and Stuart)

A nesting doll of a book that grapples with perspective and memory, and the battles
between creative ambition and love.
The Mythmakers begins in a Brooklyn apartment. Sal, a former magazine staffer and
now somewhat aimless freelancer, opens the latest issue of The Paris Review to read
a story by a much older writer, Martin Keller, who made a great impression on her
years ago at one of her first literary parties. Much to her shock, the story is about…
her, and the moment they shared together. The details are there, it is undeniable,
and supposedly this story is part of a yet-unpublished novel. Sal, who has been
trying and failing to balance the demands of art and life, and who feels increasingly
desperate as her twenties come to a close without her having accomplished anything she deems worth notice, is consumed with a hunger to read the rest of the
story. Her story. But when Sal attempts to learn more, she discovers that Martin
has died, and this story was published posthumously.
Amid her own life and relationships going increasingly sideways, Sal impulsively
decides to find Martin’s widow and try to get the unpublished manuscript. Seeing
more of how Martin thought of her, how she influenced an undeniably great writer
who noticed and valued the real her, the writer in hiding—surely his book would
show Sal the path forward, the right door to open at this painful, confusing, and
dangerous juncture in her life? But then Sal meets Moira, who turns out to be
much more than Sal bargained for. For Moira, Sal discovers, is certain SHE is the
main character in Martin’s story. Who does the truth belong to?
The Mythmakers lives somewhere in the universe of Laurie Colwin, Trust Exercise by
Susan Choi, Writers and Lovers by Lily King, and Fates and Furies by Lauren Groff.
Keziah Weir is a senior editor at Vanity Fair.
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I KEEP MY EXOSKELETONS TO MYSELF

BOOK OF KNIVES

By Marisa Crane

By Lise Haines

A Novel

NA

A Novel

WE

Spring 2023 / Catapult / US Editor: Alicia Kroell
Edited MS Available Spring 2022

Spring 2023 / Sourcebooks / US Editor: Anna Michels
Edited MS Available Fall 2022

Jenny Offill’s Dept. of Speculation meets Black Mirror, Exoskeletons is set in an
alternate reality where rulebreakers are marked with extra shadows, and one queer
woman grapples with grief, new parenthood, and a corrupt surveillance state.

A tour-de-force of suspense set at an abandoned summer camp in the woods.

A bold debut whose thought-provoking speculative premise invites the reader to
confront urgent questions about justice, grief, love, and survival. In a United States
not so unlike our own, the Department of Balance has adopted a radical new
form of law enforcement: rather than facing incarceration, wrongdoers are given a
second (and sometimes third, fourth...) shadow—as a reminder of their crime and
a warning to those they encounter. Corruption and prejudice run rampant, giving
rise to an underclass of so-called Shadesters: disenfranchised, publicly shamed, and
deprived of civil rights protections. Kris is a Shadester, a new widow and mother
to a baby born with a second shadow of her own. Wracked with grief at the loss
of her wife and thoroughly unprepared for the reality of raising a child alone, Kris
teeters on the edge of collapse, fumbling through her first months of motherhood
in a daze of alcohol, shame, and self-loathing. Yet as the kid grows, Kris finds her
footing, raising a child whose irrepressible spark cannot be dampened by the harsh
realities of an unjust, violent world. She can’t forget her wife, but with time, she
can make a new life for herself and the kid, supported by a community of fellow
misfits who defy the Department to lift one another up in solidarity and hope.
In vignettes that trace the first ten years of the kid’s life, Exoskeletons examines the
long shadow of grief, the hard work of parenting, and the power of queer resistance. With a first-person register reminiscent of the fierce self-disclosure of Sheila
Heti, and lyric impulse of Maggie Nelson, Exoskeletons marks the debut of a bold
new voice in fiction that will resonate with readers of Sarah Rose Etter’s The Book
of X, Alejandro Zambra’s Multiple Choice, Ling Ma’s Severance, and the work of
Carmen Maria Machado.
Marisa Crane is a queer, nonbinary writer whose fiction, nonfiction, and poetry
has appeared in Literary Hub, Catapult, TriQuarterly Review, The Rumpus, and
elsewhere.

Recently widowed and grieving for her first husband, filmmaker Nora married
his best friend Paul after he comforted her in the months following her loss. After
Paul receives some distressing news from his family, he and Nora agree to drive to
Hidden Lake, Paul’s parents’ summer campsite, to fix up the buildings there that
Paul’s aged parents can no longer maintain. Nora has never met her new husband’s
family.
Paul and his brother, Gabe, grew up at Hidden Lake, home-schooled by strict,
severe parents. Both left the camp by the time they turned sixteen, never, until
now, to return. If Hidden Lake is to be sold, the buildings must undergo extensive
renovations. Their elderly parents are in need of fulltime care: Elizabeth lives in the
fog of dementia; Emmett hurls out poison and abuse at his caregivers.
Deep in the woods, surrounded by buried family secrets, Nora detects a different
kind of hostility and unease at the camp. Her sister-in-law, Salish, is scared because
the knives she keeps for cooking, fishing and butchering the camp’s chickens are
beginning to disappear. As more and more razor-sharp knives go missing—even
when Salish locks them in boxes, buries them underground, and spends the night
in the kitchen guarding them—Nora has to deal with her accusations.
Over the course of this insanely gripping novel, suspicions swirl as greater and
greater acts of violence disrupt the camp. The camp itself is a character built with
hidden rooms, containing secrets from the lives of the workers who helped Emmett and Elizabeth decades past. It may contain the solution to the puzzling events
that occur. But perhaps clues lie in the paranoia, coldness and rage beneath the surface, inside Nora’s newly adopted family. Throughout, Nora is determined to stay
clear eyed and capture this family’s haunting reckoning on film.
Lise Haines has published four novels, In My Sister’s Country, Small Acts of Sex and
Electricity, Girl in the Arena and When We Disappear.
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WE ALL WANT IMPOSSIBLE THINGS

THE LOST VAN GOGH

A Novel (Previously titled WAKE ME)
By Catherine Newman

A Novel
NA

Spring 2023 / Harper (HarperCollins) / US Editor: Sara Nelson
Edited MS Available Spring 2022

Rights Sold:

French (Robert Laffont)

German (Piper)
UK/Comm (Transworld)

A deeply moving, raucous and laugh-out-loud celebration of life and friendship at
its imperfect and radiant best and an affirmation of its ability to endure and to
heal. The unbreakable bonds between friends shine as one certainty and safe haven
in an unknowable, often unforgiving world.
Edi and Ashley have been best friends for over forty-two years seeing each other through life’s every milestone. As the book opens, Edi is a new resident at a
hospice (“Shapely” as Ash calls it.) In the final stage of terminal ovarian cancer,
Edi, alongside her husband Daniel, both documentary filmmakers, thus makes the
painstaking decision to leave behind her “beautiful, big-eyed, brown-eyed boy”,
seven-year-old, Dash and native New York City to move to Shapely, right down
the road from Ash. With Dash and Daniel having said their goodbyes before Edi
left for the facility, wanting to preserve the boy’s last joyful memories of his mother,
Ash, who freelances as a food writer, is now Edi’s primary support figure, dropping
everything to be at her friend’s side.
Edi’s beautiful, witty, often brazen self still shines through her newly drawn, angular features and weakened body. Fierce and loving, Ash’s world reshapes around the
rhythms of Edi’s palliative care, from chipped ice and watermelon cubes to music
therapy with the guitar-playing, twenty-something, Cedar; from inadvisable Pringle-consumption to impromptu excursions out into the frozen Massachusetts winter
night under “a domed black sky…punctured with its infinite glittering star holes.”
Shapely becomes the vibrant, if unlikely home to its occupants and their guests
and Ash anchors herself in its community. As the novel winds to its powerful
conclusion, the novel’s unforgettable characters and the forcefields of love between
them, will touch readers to the core throwing the full panorama—the humor, compassion, and absurdity—of not only dying, but also of living, into bold relief.
Catherine Newman is an award-winning writer and author of several books, most
recently, How to Be a Person.

By Jonathan Santlofer

WE

Spring 2023 / Sourcebooks / US Editor: Shana Drehs
Edited MS Available Summer 2022
A sequel to The Last Mona Lisa—The Lost Van Gogh is another historical art
crime blended with fiction from award winning author Jonathan Santlofer.
The Lost Van Gogh features Luke Perrone, Alexis Verde, and former INTERPOL
investigator turned private eye, John Washington Smith who are searching for
what may be one of Van Gogh’s last paintings, a self-portrait, an historic though
never verified painting that would answer questions art historians, scholars, and
museum curators have been asking for over a hundred years. But is the painting
real or a forgery made by Berlin born John Decker, a man who was tried and
convicted of art forgery, who spent two years for the crime on the Isle of Man, only
to recreate himself as a British born Hollywood portrait painter? Luke Perrone and
John Decker, the novel’s central characters, are on the hunt for the same painting
and the story moves back and forth between the present day, the 1940’s, and Van
Gogh’s final days in 1889-1890. The search takes the protagonists to European
capitals, to the highest levels and darkest corridors of the art world where collectors, dealers and thieves will stop at nothing to get what they want.
As in The Last Mona Lisa, The Lost Van Gogh mixes true crime and fiction. It forges
connections between the mystery surrounding Van Gogh’s death and his final
paintings; the life of John Decker – artist, forger, and friend to many a Hollywood
celebrity including Errol Flynn, Charlie Chaplin, and Greta Garbo – whose life
was cloaked in glamor and riddled with lies; and Georgette Bauerdof an heiress
and aspiring actress who was murdered in October 1944 – a case which remains
unsolved today. In this tale of lies, deception and murder, the unsolved crimes of
the past not only inform the crimes in the present, but ultimately solve them.

Previous Publishers for

Bulgarian (Kyrg)
Czech (Jota Nakladatelstvi)
Dutch (De Fontein)

THE LAST MONA LISA
Italian (Newton Compton)
Serbian (Vulkan)

Jonathan Santlofer is an artist and award-winning writer.
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THE GOD OF ENDINGS
A Novel

By Jacqueline Holland

NA

Spring 2023 / Flatiron Books (Macmillan) / US Editor: Megan Lynch
Edited MS Available Spring 2022

Rights Sold:

Russian (Arkadia Publishing)

Spanish (Umbriel / Urano)

How do we love other people when we know we will lose them? How do we navigate a world that is delicate and brutal, beautiful and tragic? How do we keep
our hearts open while acknowledging the savagery within the natural world—and
within ourselves?
Collette LeSange is an artist who heads an elite fine arts school for children situated on the estate she inherited in upstate New York. Collette’s youthful beauty
masks the dark truth of her life: she has endured centuries of turmoil and heartache in the wake of her grandfather’s long-ago decision to make her immortal like
himself. Now in 1984, Collette has constructed a relatively safe, if lonely, existence
where she can practice and teach art to her cherished students, even as she longs
for human bonds that will not perish and fights her true nature—one that requires
blood to survive. When Leo Hardman, a preternaturally gifted child, is admitted
to the school, the delicate equilibrium of Collette’s life is upended as she connects with the vulnerable boy and is drawn into the Hardman family’s disturbing
world at home. Unwelcome visitations from Collette’s prior life converge with her
growing appetite for blood and strange compulsion to venture into the woods at
night. The gripping narrative cuts through time from the beloved father she lost
as a young girl in tuberculosis-plagued 1840’s New England to the mystical forest
dwelling of her adoptive family in 19th century Eastern Europe; from the peaceful
1930’s French mountainside village on the brink of WWII where she settles after
losing her love, Paul; to mid-twentieth century Egypt where she befriends a radiant
orphan, Halla. As the novel winds toward its stunning conclusion, Collette is
forced to make a choice between courage and fear, between life and death.mUltimately, The God of Endings reveals how shielding ourselves from the pain of loss is
its own certain death—and how only through love, with all its attendant pain and
risk, do we have the chance to live forever.
Jacqueline Holland’s short fiction has been published in Hotel Amerika, Flash
Fiction Magazine, and Big Fiction Magazine.
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RAFT OF STARS
A Novel

By Andrew J. Graff

NA

March 2021 / Ecco (HarperCollins) / US Editor: Helen Atsma
Final PDF Available

Rights Sold:

Czech (Dobrovsky)
Dutch (Kok / Boekencentrum)

French (Gallmeister)
UK/Comm (HQ / HarperCollins UK)

An instant classic for fans of Jane Smiley and Kitchens of the Great Midwest: when
two hardscrabble young boys think they’ve committed a crime, they flee into the
Northwoods of Wisconsin. Will the adults trying to find and protect them reach them
before it’s too late?
It’s the summer of 1994 in Claypot, Wisconsin, and the lives of ten-year-old Fischer
“Fish” Branson and Dale “Bread” Breadwin are shaped by the two fathers they don’t
talk about. One night, tired of seeing his best friend bruised and terrorized by his
no-good dad, Fish takes action. A gunshot rings out and the two boys flee the scene,
believing themselves murderers. They head for the woods, where they find their way
onto a raft, but the natural terrors of Ironsforge gorge threaten to overwhelm them.
Four adults track them into the forest, each one on a journey of his or her own.
Fish’s mother Miranda, a wise woman full of fierce faith; his granddad, Teddy,
who knows the woods like the back of his hand; Tiffany, a purple-haired gas station attendant and poet looking for connection; and Sheriff Cal, who’s having
doubts about a life in law enforcement.The adults track the boys toward the novel’s
heart-pounding climax on the edge of the gorge and a conclusion that beautifully
makes manifest the grace these characters find in the wilderness and one another.
This timeless story of loss, hope, and adventure runs like the river itself amid the
vividly rendered landscape of the Upper Midwest.
Andrew J. Graff’s fiction and essays have appeared in Image and Dappled Things.
Andrew grew up fishing, hiking, and hunting in Wisconsin’s Northwoods. After a
tour of duty in Afghanistan, Graff earned an MFA from the Iowa Writers’ Workshop. He lives in Ohio and teaches at Wittenberg University.
“A rousing adventure yarn full of danger and heart and humor.” —Richard Russo

STARRED REVIEW, LIBRARY JOURNAL
“An engaging adventure and a profound reflection on human bonding, what it means
to be a man (and a good one), and the importance of persevering [...]Highly recommended, whether you want literate thrills or thoughtful, affirming meditation.”
“Graff’s characters have heart to spare, and his affection for this rugged part of the
country is infectious. His coming-of-age story offers us nostalgia and escape, and
he reminds us that while freedom can be elusive, the people who love you always
make your life worth living.”—Kirkus Reviews
“The wilderness odyssey that shapes Graff’s rewarding coming-of-age debut has a
timeless, archetypal resonance. . . . Graff depicts the harsh Northwoods setting
and his misfit characters’ inner lives with equal skill. The dynamic quest narrative
offers plenty of rich moments.”—Publishers Weekly
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THE DISTANT DEAD
A Novel

By Heather Young

NA

June 2020 / William Morrow (HarperCollins) / US Editor: Kate Nintzel
Final PDF Available

Rights Sold:

France (Belfond)

Japanese (Hayakawa)
UK/Comm (Verve Books)

Nominated for the Edgar Award for Best Novel * Nominated for the ITW Thriller
Award for Best Young Adult Novel
A body burns in the high desert hills. A boy walks into a fire station, shocked by a
grisly discovery. A middle school teacher worries when her colleague is late for work.
By day’s end, when the body is identified as local math teacher Adam Merkel, a small
Nevada town will be rocked to its core by a brutal and calculated murder.
Adam Merkel left a university professorship in Reno to teach middle school in Lovelock seven months before he died. A quiet man, he connected with just one of his
students: Sal Prentiss, a lonely sixth grader who lives with his uncles on a desolate
ranch in the hills. The two outcasts developed a tender, trusting friendship that
brought each of them hope in the wake of tragedy. But it is Sal who finds Adam’s
body, charred almost beyond recognition, half a mile from his uncles’ compound.
Nora Wheaton, the middle school’s social studies teacher, dreamed of a life far from
Lovelock only to be dragged back on the eve of her college graduation to care for
her disabled father, a man she loves but can’t forgive. She sensed in the new math
teacher a kindred spirit--another soul bound to Lovelock by guilt and duty. After
Adam’s death, she delves into his past for clues to who killed him and finds a dark
history she understands all too well. But the truth about his murder may lie closer
to home. For Sal Prentiss’s grief seems heavily shaded with fear, and Nora suspects
he knows more than he’s telling about how his favorite teacher died. As she tries
to earn the wary boy’s trust, she finds he holds not only the key to Adam’s murder,
but an unexpected chance at the life she thought she’d lost. Weaving together the
last months of Adam’s life, Nora’s search for answers, and a young boy’s anguished
moral reckoning, this unforgettable thriller brings a small American town to vivid
life, filled with complex, flawed characters wrestling with the weight of the past, the
promise of the future, and the bitter freedom that forgiveness can bring.
Heather Young received an MFA from the Bennington College Writing Seminars.

STARRED REVIEW, BOOKLIST
“Stunning … An ideal recommendation for fans of Kate Atkinson.”
STARRED REVIEW, KIRKUS
“At heart about the timelessness of human curiosity, the eternal possibility of forgiveness, and the everyday miracle of survival. Electrifying, ambitious, and crushingly beautiful.”
“This emotionally resonant saga, firmly rooted in the high desert hills, will keep
readers turning the pages.”—Publishers Weekly
“Engrossing...an enjoyable character-driven murder mystery that is emotionally
poignant and empathetic.”—Mystery Scene
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WANT
A Novel

By Lynn Steger Strong

NA

July 2020 / Henry Holt (Macmillan) / US Editor: Kerry Cullen
Final PDF Available

Rights Sold:

Polish (Fame Art)

Vietnamese (Nham Van)

Grappling with motherhood, economic anxiety, rage, and the limits of language,
Want is a fiercely personal novel that vibrates with anger, insight, and love.
Elizabeth is tired. Years after coming to New York to try to build a life, she has
found herself with two kids, a husband, two jobs, a PhD—and now they’re filing for
bankruptcy. As she tries to balance her dream and the impossibility of striving toward it while her work and home lives feel poised to fall apart, she wakes at ungodly
hours to run miles by the icy river, struggling to quiet her thoughts.
When she reaches out to Sasha, her long-lost childhood friend, it feels almost harmless—one of those innocuous ruptures that exist online, in texts. But her timing
is uncanny. Sasha is facing a crisis, too, and perhaps after years apart, their shared
moments of crux can bring them back into each other’s lives. In Want, Lynn Steger
Strong explores the subtle violences enacted on a certain type of woman when she
dares to want things—and all the various violences in which she implicates herself as
she tries to survive.
Lynn Steger Strong’s first novel, Hold Still, was published in 2016. Her nonfiction
has appeared in The Paris Review, Guernica, LARB, Literary Hub, and elsewhere. She
teaches writing at Catapult and Columbia University.

“To readers it might feel like prophecy—or the surfacing of something invisible.
Want, like our current crisis, exposes a system on the verge of collapse. . . .but it’s
also powerful proof that novels, and novelists, can still speak undeniable truths.”
—The L.A. Times

STARRED REVIEW, KIRKUS
“Strong writes womanhood with brutal honesty; exhaustion, love, desire, anxiety,
and the devastation of unfulfilled expectations permeate every page. . . .Strong’s
writing consistently distills bitter truths in understated yet penetrating ways. A wise,
unflinching, and compelling novel about womanhood.”

“A brisk first-person saga with a plot that reads both like every millennial Brooklynite’s worst nightmare and a 200-page argument for the necessity of democratic
socialism. . . .Want is a highly-anticipated tome, with praise from Emma Cline,
Leslie Jamison, Rumaan Alam, Jenny Offill—a literary A-list of blurbs”
—Entertainment Weekly

“Want is a defining novel of our age of left-behind families. . . .as if Anne Helen
Peterson’s viral burnout article and John Steinbeck’s oeuvre had a baby. . . an ideal
sample of how to produce fiction that is timely and timeless.”—Vulture

“Moving… As a narrator, Elizabeth is smart and funny and literary to the marrow.
The books she inhales for sustenance have turned out to be a great addition to my
own pandemic pile. (Thank you, Ms. Strong.)”—The New York Times
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WINTER COUNTS
A Novel

By David Heska Wanbli Weiden

NA

August 2020 / Ecco (HarperCollins) / US Editor: Zach Wagman
Final PDF Available

Rights Sold:

French (Gallmeister)
German (Polar Verlag)
Japanese (Hayakawa)

Polish (Tipi)
Turkish (Ithaki)
UK/Comm (S&S UK)

Shortlisted, Edgar Award Best First Novel * Winner, Macavity Award for Best
First Novel * Winner, Spur Awards for Best Contemporary Novel and Best First
Novel * Winner, Lefty Award for Best Debut Mystery Novel * Shortlisted, Best
First Novel, Bouchercon Anthony Awards * Shortlisted, Best First Novel, International Thriller Writers * Shortlisted, Dashiell Hammett Prize for Literary Excellence in Crime Writing, International Association of Crime Writers * Longlisted,
VCU Cabell First Novel Award * Shortlisted, Barry Award for Best First Novel *
Shortlisted, Reading the West Award * Shortlisted, Colorado Book Award
A groundbreaking thriller about a vigilante on a Native American reservation who
embarks on a dangerous mission to track down the source of a heroin influx.
Virgil Wounded Horse is the local enforcer on the Rosebud Indian Reservation in
South Dakota. When justice is denied by the American legal system or the tribal
council, Virgil is hired to deliver his own punishment, the kind that’s hard to forget.
But when heroin makes its way into the reservation and finds Virgil’s nephew, his
vigilantism suddenly becomes personal. He enlists the help of his ex-girlfriend and
sets out to learn where the drugs are coming from, and how to make them stop.
They follow a lead to Denver and find that drug cartels are rapidly expanding and
forming new and terrifying alliances. And back on the reservation, a new tribal
council initiative raises uncomfortable questions about money and power. As Virgil
starts to link the pieces together, he must face his own demons and reclaim his
Native identity. He realizes that being a Native American in the twenty-first century
comes at an incredible cost. Winter Counts is a tour-de-force of crime fiction, a bracingly honest look at a long-ignored part of American life, and a twisting, turning
story that’s as deeply rendered as it is thrilling.
David Heska Wanbli Weiden is an enrolled citizen of the Sicangu Lakota Nation
and received his MFA from the Institute of American Indian Arts.

“Sizzling [...] written with a light touch and a good deal of humor.” —New York
Times Book Review, Editor’s Choice
“Insightful perspective on identity and power in America.”—USA Today
“You’ll love the tough-guy hero who refuses to back down to anyone.” —Parade “
“A once-in-a-generation thriller [...] propulsive” —Los Angeles Times
“This is crime fiction at its best.”—Publishers Weekly, STARRED REVIEW
“Melds the gritty realism of Dashiell Hammett with the lyricism of Tommy Orange.”—O, the Oprah Magazine
“A riveting yet soulful reimagining of hard-boiled crime fiction”—SF Chronicle
“A gritty, complex, and dynamic thriller.” —Buzzfeed
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THE GREAT OFFSHORE GROUNDS
A Novel

By Vanessa Veselka

NA

August 2020 / Knopf (PRH) / US Editor: Tim O’Connell
Final PDF Available

Rights Sold:

				Italian (Einaudi)

UK/Comm (Weidenfeld & Nicolson / Orion)

**LONGLISTED FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK AWARD**
A wildly original, cross-country novel that subverts a long tradition of family narratives and casts new light on the mythologies—national, individual, and collective—
that drive and define us.
On the day of their estranged father’s wedding, half sisters Cheyenne and Livy set
off to claim their inheritance. It’s been years since the two have seen each other.
Cheyenne is newly back in Seattle, crashing with Livy after a failed marriage and a
series of dead ends. Livy works refinishing boats, her resentment against her freeloading sister growing as she tamps down dreams of fishing off the coast of Alaska.
But the promise of a shot at financial security brings the two together to claim
what’s theirs. Except, instead of money, what their father gives them is information—a name—which both reveals a stunning family secret and compels them to
come to grips with it. In the face of their new reality, the sisters and their adopted
brother each set out on journeys that will test their faith in one another, as well as
their definitions of freedom.
Moving from Seattle’s underground to the docks of the Far North, from the hideaways of the southern swamps to the storied reaches of the Great Offshore Grounds,
Vanessa Veselka spins a tale with boundless verve, linguistic vitality, and undeniable
tenderness.
Vanessa Vaselka is the author of the novel Zazen, which won the PEN/Robert W.
Bingham Prize. Her short stories have appeared in Tin House and ZYZZYVA, and
her nonfiction in GQ, The Atlantic, Smithsonian, The Atavist, and was included in
Best American Essays and the anthology Bitchfest: Ten Years of Cultural Criticism. She
has been, at various times, a teenage runaway, a sex worker, a union organizer, an
independent record label owner, a train hopper, a waitress, and a mother. She lives
in Portland, OR.

STARRED REVIEW, PUBLISHER’S WEEKLY
Veselka blends fascinating details of seamanship, cab driving, and boot camp with
intimate, spot-on descriptions of contemporary American poverty... This gritty and
unsentimental work is compassionate, funny, and deeply human.”
“Vanessa Veselka is an expert portraitist of the forgotten and left behind [...] an
unforgettable journey through a country full of malice and greed and beauty and
grace. A brilliant and fearless book.”—Nathan Hill, author of The Nix
“A magnificent beast of a novel. Utterly engrossing. Original. One of the rare
novels that understands the realities of American poverty. Epic.”—Roxane Gay,
author of Hunger
“Veselka is a remarkable writer, able to break through the surfaces of her narrative
to reveal the animal chaos underneath...”—Los Angeles Times
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