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Literary Fiction

KIRSTIN INNES
Scabby Queen

Three days before her fifty-first birthday, Clio Campbell
- one-hit-wonder, political activist, life-long-love and
one-night-stand - kills herself in her friend Ruth's spare
bedroom. And, as practical as she is, Ruth doesn't know
what to do. Or how to feel. Because knowing and loving
Clio Campbell was never straightforward.
Stretching over five decades, taking in the miners'
strikes to Brexit and beyond; hopping between a tiny
Scottish island, a Brixton anarchist squat, the bloody
Genoa G8 protests, the poll tax riots and Top of the Pops, Scabby Queen is a portrait of a
woman who refuses to compromise, told by her friends and lovers, enemies and fans.
This is a multifaceted look at a complex female character, an examination of the way we
obsess over and vilify female celebrities, and a political novel for our times.
UK & Commonwealth Rights: Fourth Estate, Jordan Mulligan
Rights: France, Editions Métailié
Film/tv rights: Moonage Pictures
Stage: The National Theatre of Scotland
Publication: July 2020
Manuscript available
Praise for Scabby Queen
‘This is an opportune state-of-the nation novel with a feminist heart.’ The Guardian
‘Scabby Queen is as complicated, complex, tragic and bewitching as the woman at its heart.’
The Independent
‘Gripping and moving. A literary triumph’ Nicola Sturgeon, Scottish First Minister
‘Scabby Queen is a life and death struggle of a book: wounded, angry, beautiful, righteous,
beaten and triumphant. Kirstin Innes is aiming high, writing for readers in the early days of
a better nation’ A. L. Kennedy, author of Serious Sweet
‘A warm, gritty, capacious take on the endearing theme of the fallen star. Irresistible’ Leila
Aboulel, author of Elsewhere, Home

Kirstin Innes’ previous novel FISHNET was published in the US by Scout Press in October
2019 and won The Guardian Not The Booker Prize.
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Literary Fiction

KIRSTIN INNES
Semiprecious

Semiprecious tells the story of the village of Risk over a thousand years and the fates of the
intertwined Fairbairn and Cleg families, narrated by a mischievous, omnipresent, shapeshifting Voice that doesn’t seem to like humans all that much.
Risk is famous for four things: grand, dramatic Hessilmuir Castle (which has over the ages
been the home of a Spanish Princess, been bought by a slave trader in a card game, a
shooting resort for wealthy Victorians and a luxury hotel favoured by celebrities), for the
deaths of all but two of the men the village sent away to World War 2, for the reams of
garnets and quartz that glitter in the surrounding hills and cliffs, and for the birth of four
sets of twins during one month in 1978. The story of the Risk Twins, their parents and
grandparents, growing up in a small semi-rural community, is set against the larger story of
the place itself, the fractious warfare between the natural world and the people who pillage
and kill to claim ownership of it.
The whispering, judgemental Voice speaking for the place itself is reminiscent of Lewis
Grassic Gibbon’s lyrical classic Sunset Song and Jon McGregor’s rural small-town
epic Reservoir 13; the historical sweep and the way multiple strands of narrative are used to
tell a lyrical, witty and moving story of intergenerational trauma invoke Arundhati
Roy’s The God of Small Things and Jeffrey Eugenides’ Middlesex.
Rights unsold: Partial manuscript available for Frankfurt Book Fair
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Literary Fiction

NATHAN NEWMAN
How To Leave The House
“Everything in these chapters has the ring of truth”
Zadie Smith
Taking place over one day, How To Leave The House
follows Natwest, an anxious and precocious 23 y/o who
orders an embarrassing package to his house the before
he’s set to leave for university. When it doesn’t arrive,
he goes on an odyssey around his small town to collect it.
Natwest, like all of us — particularly those of his generation—has been fooled into thinking
he is the protagonist of his own life, as opposed to a minor incident in other people’s. This is
reflected in the structure of the novel, in which every other chapter follows a different
character who Natwest meets this day.
These alternating chapters include a middle-aged dentist who is an artist in his spare time,
but whose only subject is the human mouth; a fifteen-year-old girl whose nudes have been
leaked on the internet; an Imam who is involved in a quasi-romantic entanglement with the
local vicar; a seventy-year-old Jewish lesbian mourning the death of her long-time comedy
partner; as well as Natwest’s mother, his old school teacher, and his ex-boyfriend, recently
returned from Oxford university.
Like a curated playlist—or a social media feed—these separate narratives variously thread
back into one larger story, Natwest’s, whilst he grapples with the town he grew up in, its
inhabitants, his queer sexuality, his relationship with his mother and absent father and his
Jewish identity. By the time he finally gets his hands on the package at the end of the novel,
everything has changed.
Natwest is a literary hero for his generation: he is confident and yet vulnerable, capable of
empathy as well as cruelty, and has a strong sense of identity. How To Leave The House
speaks to the paradoxes of a generation under a constant media barrage and takes
inspiration from the fluid structure of novels like Ali Smith’s How To Be Both and Jennifer
Egan’s A Visit From The Goon Squad. It’s at once neurotic and very funny: Portnoy’s
Complaint for Gen Z.
UK & Commonwealth Rights: Abacus, Anna Kelly
US & Canadian rights: Viking, Patrick Nolan
Publication: Spring 2024
Manuscript available
Nathan Newman is a 25 y/o non-binary writer based in London. They studied creative
writing at NYU where they were mentored by Zadie Smith and their short stories have won
awards (James Knudsen Prize for fiction) and been published in literary journals and
anthologies.
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TOM VOWLER
Every Seventh Wave

Hallam returns from prison to his childhood home – a
dilapidated house on the sea-battered north Cornish
coast, a place where land and water embrace in
perennial, furious exchange, where he ekes out a
living repairing nets, the spectral presence of wreckers
and smugglers riding the south-westerly. It is a home
built on a tapestry of sound: a dozen different winds,
waves that growl and pummel, the rark of gulls. A
place to heal, to forget. But when a young Romanian
woman strides fully-clothed into the sea one evening,
their interlocked fates serve only to marshal all the
brutality of Hallam’s past life.
Every Seventh Wave has strong echoes of Fiona Mozley’s Elmet and Evie Wyld’s All the
Birds, Singing. Strongly lyrical, the novel also serves as a literary thriller, with a suspenseful
pace that builds to its redemptive finale. People-trafficking, fraternal love and violence are
the fulcrum the novel turns on, the latter rippling outwards, sparing no one. Every Seventh
Wave is a literary tale of the fates we tether ourselves to, how seemingly benign encounters
can provoke both hope and devastation.
UK & Commonwealth Rights: Salt, Jennifer Hamilton-Emery
Publication: April 2021
Manuscript available
Praise for Every Seventh Wave
‘...a story of contemporary urgency - vividly written, morally complex, unforgettably
moving’ Graham Mort
‘Compelling, intense, bracing and raw as the waves themselves’ - Miriam Darlington
'A story capturing the dark, ethereal, redemptive forces of life and the sea. A richly written,
ambitious novel.' Cathy Galvin
'A diverting read, compact and eloquently written.' Irish Times
Tom Vowler is an award-winning novelist and short story writer living in southwest
England. His debut story collection, The Method, won the Scott Prize, while his novels What
Lies Within and That Dark Remembered Day received critical acclaim.
He is an associate lecturer in creative writing at Plymouth University, where he gained his
PhD.
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Crime / Thriller

TJ EMERSON
The Perfect Holiday
An edge-of-your-seat new psychological thriller from T J
Emerson.
Perfect for fans of T.M. Logan's The Catch and
The Couple at No. 9 by Claire Douglas.
Olivia and Julian are enjoying lazy days in their Spanish
villa, a well deserved break from their busy lives.
Especially for Julian, who after a lifetime as a carer was
thrust into the public eye following the tragic murder of
his first wife.
The languid heat and peace of the villa is broken only by
clifftop walks, sun drenched lunches and cooling swims. Until a chance encounter with
Gabriel - an attractive man, many years their junior - changes everything.
Soon their idyllic break turns into a dangerous, high-stakes game of cat-and- mouse. Will
any of them get out alive?
World English Rights: Boldwood, Sarah Ritherdon
Film/tv rights: Atlantic Nomad
Publication: June 2022
Manuscript: available
Advance praise for The Perfect Holiday
'This taut, elegant thriller thrums with dark menace and dread. I couldn’t look away' Kate
Riordan, bestselling author of The Heatwave
‘Wow! Beautifully written with a great sense of place that contrasts so well with what is
going on behind doors’ Valerie Keogh
'Tense, daring and totally addictive' Emma Christie
'An immersive, multi-layered story that provokes and excites' T.L. Huchu
'An unputdownable journey into the human condition asking the reader at every turn - how
good are we really? How good are you?' Louise Dean
'The last time I had this sort of reaction to a character was when I read The Talented Mr
Ripley' Mark Wightman
'A gripping, atmospheric and addictive read' Lesley Glaister
Tracey Emerson has a PhD in Creative Writing from The University of Edinburgh and
works as a literary consultant and writing tutor. She is also the Creative Director of The
Bridge Awards, a philanthropic organisation that provides micro-funding for the arts.
Her short stories have been widely published in anthologies and literary magazines, and her
feature writing has appeared in Stella magazine, Woman’s Own and The Sydney Morning
Herald. Her debut psychological thriller, She Chose Me, was published by Legend Press, to
critical acclaim.
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TOM FLETCHER
The Ambassador
Written by a former ambassador and acclaimed nonfiction writer, The Ambassador brings the diplomatic
world to life in vivid detail.
British Ambassador Ed Barnes turns detective when a
world-famous asylum seeker seemingly commits suicide
within the Paris Embassy’s walls. Abandoned by his
government and estranged from his wife, he is
compelled to discover what happened.
His search takes him into a world of sinister
organisations: anarchist hackers causing mayhem by
leaking private information; programmers mining
personal data to influence political decision making; scientists tracking who would be most
vulnerable to the pandemics of the future.
Trotting the globe from Paris to Beirut and back he encounters secret agents, ex-SAS
soldiers, warlords, cynical politicians, and scheming journalists; but the most shocking
truths are closer to home…
World English Rights: Canelo, Michael Bhaskar
World English Audio rights: Bolinda
Publication: August 2022
Manuscript available
Praise for Naked Diplomacy
‘A diplomatic genius’ Gordon Brown
‘A riveting personal insight into the reality of international relations’ GQ
‘Welcome to Britain’s new brand of diplomacy’ Evening Standard
‘A brilliant book’ Stig Abell, LBC and Editor of the Times Literary Supplement
‘Brilliant, funny polemic … a cracking read’ The Times
Tom Fletcher is the author of Naked Diplomacy, the fastest selling book written by a
diplomat. His forthcoming non-fiction, Ten Survival Skills For A World In Flux, will be
published by HarperCollins in 2022. He is the Principal of Hertford College, and Oxford
University’s youngest head of house. He is a former UK Ambassador, Foreign Policy Adviser
to three Prime Ministers, Visiting Professor of New York University, Chair of the
International Board of the UK’s Creative Industries Federation, and founder of the
Foundation for Opportunity. He has led reviews of the UK Foreign Office and United
Nations, written for Prospect, the New York Times and the Financial Times, and is a
member of the Global Tech Panel.
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SUSIE ALEGRE
Freedom to Think
The Long Struggle to Liberate Our Minds

BOOKS TO LOOK OUT FOR IN 2022, NEW
STATESMAN & CITY AM
'Compelling, powerful and necessary.'
Shoshana Zuboff, author of The Age of
Surveillance Capitalism
‘Fascinating’ Guardian
Without a moment's pause, we share our most intimate thoughts with trillion-dollar tech
companies. Their algorithms categorize us and jump to conclusions about who we are. They
even shape our everyday thoughts and actions - from who we date to how we vote. But this
is just the latest front in an age-old struggle.
Part history and part manifesto, Freedom to Think charts the history and importance of our
most basic human right: freedom of thought. From Galileo to Nudge Theory to Alexa,
human rights lawyer Susie Alegre explores how the powerful have always sought to get
inside our heads, influence how we think and shape what we buy. Providing a bold new
framework to understand how our agency is being gradually undermined, The Freedom to
Think is a groundbreaking and vital charter for taking back our humanity and safeguarding
our reason.
The first book on freedom of thought and a whole new approach to big tech, focusing not on
privacy but how it erodes our humanity, from a respected human rights lawyer who will get
excellent blurbs from prominent international figures. Personal narratives and gripping
anecdotes provide colour to the topic. It is not just a book about big tech but provides
historical context covering a huge number of fascinating topics, from witchhunts, to CIA
mind-control, to the birth of advertising, to wartime propaganda.
World English Rights: Atlantic, Mike Harpley
UK & Commonwealth Audio: Audible, Harry Scoble
Spanish Language rights: Akal
Publication: April 2022
Manuscript available
Susie Alegre is a leading human rights barrister at the internationally renowned Doughty
Street Chambers. She has been a legal pioneer in digital human rights, in particularly the
impact of AI on the human rights of freedom of thought and opinion. She is also a Senior
Research Fellow at the University of Roehampton.
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ALIM ARUN & LUCIA HE
Stories from a New China

Through on-the-ground reporting at a time when
China was closed to the rest of the world, journalists
Arjun Neil Alim and Lucia Wei He document the
fears, dreams and experiences of China’s youth, and
how a new generation will shape the country’s future.
Gen Z and Millennials make up around 40 percent of
China’s population, or 560 million people. China’s
young people are the best educated, most connected
and mobile generation in the history of the country.
Yet, they are faced with serious challenges: a
struggling economy; an authoritarian political
system; increasing surveillance and control over
freedom of speech; and growing isolation from the
rest of the world driven by the country’s zero Covid
policy and rising nationalism.
What does China’s youth think about the way the
country is heading? What are their fears, hopes and
aspirations? What do their stories tell us about the
future of China?
In this first-person narrative, Financial Times
reporter Arjun Neil Alim and Bloomberg journalist
Lucia Wei He, explore these issues through the eyes of
the young people they met and interviewed during
their time in China.
Some of the only foreigners who were allowed into the
country at the height of the Covid-19 pandemic, Alim
and He witnessed a unique period in the country’s
history. Through time spent at China’s top university,
as well as travelling across the country, they met a
cross section of Chinese young people; from rappers
and journalists to civil servants and delivery workers .

Rights unsold: Proposal available in Autumn
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CLARE CLARKE
Mr & Mrs Sherlock Holmes
The True Adventure of Moser and
Moser, Victorian London’s Most
Scandalous Detective Duo

The first book to introduce readers to the incredible true story of Maurice and Charlotte
Antonia Moser, the married chiefs of Moser’s Detective Agency, one of late-Victorian
London’s most successful, but scandalous and unorthodox, private enquiry
agencies. Interspersing biography with discussion and analysis of late-Victorian and
Edwardian social, cultural, and literary developments in policing, crime, and private
detection, this book opens with the shocking story of Maurice Moser, a Polish immigrant
with a prodigious talent for languages, who rose rapidly through the ranks of London’s
Metropolitan Police to Detective Inspector before being forced to resign in disgrace in the
year of the Jack the Ripper murders.
It follows as Moser opens a private detective agency along with his mistress (and later wife)
Antonia, a radical feminist and Victorian London’s only married middle-class female
detective. Finally, it sees the fiercely feminist Antonia breaking off from Maurice and reinventing the agency as an advisory service for Suffragettes in trouble. The timeline of the
book therefore sees the increasingly anachronistic figure of the Victorian Holmesian male
private detective being overtaken by the modern twentieth-century Suffragist investigator,
Antonia, a trailblazer for both real-life and literary female detectives who came to
prominence in the post-war years.
Rights Poland, Znak
Film/tv rights: UTA, Jasmine Lake and Mary Pender
Clare Clarke is an Irish writer and academic, who holds a BA, MA, and a PhD from Queen’s
University Belfast and has been Assistant Professor of English at Trinity College Dublin,
Ireland. She is known as a leading expert on Victorian true crime and on detective fiction, a
passionate teacher and researcher of the human stories and social issues behind crime
narratives from the Victorian era to the present day. She has published two books and
dozens of articles on crime and detective fiction. Her first book, Late Victorian Crime
Fiction in the Shadows of Sherlock (Palgrave, 2014) was awarded the HRF Keating prize in
2015. Her second book British Detective Fiction: the Successors to Sherlock Holmes, was
published by Palgrave in 2020.
She lives in Belfast with her husband and two cats.
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TOM FLETCHER
Ten Survival Skills for a World in Flux
To thrive in the twenty-first century, we all need to
understand the challenges coming our way. And start
adapting, now.
We all know there are major, overlapping, global crises
ahead of humanity: climate change, mass migration, new
warfare, big tech, further pandemics, authoritarian
capitalism. Rather than be daunted, this book charts a way
that we can respond. With expertise from his work at the
highest levels of international politics, education, activism
and business, Tom Fletcher offers a practical manifesto
that can help us transform the way we learn, live, and work together.
Amongst its key survival skills, this book offers ideas on how we renew education, restore
society and reimagine the future. It helps us chart a course to take back control, to find
purpose, and to become better ancestors. It helps us to learn the language of technology –
without thinking like computers. It offers 39 steps that each of us can start to take today to
boost our survivability.
Vital, practical and accessible, this is a book about how we can anticipate the threats and
opportunities of tomorrow and be ready for them – individually and collectively.
World English Rights: William Collins, Arabella Pike
Rights: France, Alisio
Publication: Spring 2022
Manuscript available
‘A humanifesto for a new way of living and learning.’ Gordon Brown
‘Challenging and hopeful: a groundbreaking guide to the future’
Valerie Amos
‘Brilliant, an absolute must-read. A riveting, superbly written account of the world today,
and tomorrow’
Matthew D’Ancona, author of Post-Truth
‘A fascinating and inspiring analysis of how the world is changing and education needs to
keep up’
Rachel Sylvester, The Times
“A brilliant handbook on how to coexist not just with each other, but with technology too.”
Mustafa Suleiman, Founder, Google DeepMind
Tom Fletcher CMG is the Principal of Hertford College, and Oxford University’s youngest
head of house. He is a former UK Ambassador, Foreign Policy Adviser to three Prime
Ministers, Visiting Professor of New York University, Chair of the International Board of the
UK’s Creative Industries Federation, and founder of the Foundation for Opportunity. He
has led reviews of the UK Foreign Office and United Nations, written for Prospect, the New
York Times and the Financial Times, and is a member of the Global Tech Panel.
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MATTHEW GOODWIN
Values, Voice and Virtue
Over the last decade, Britain has been rocked
by a series of political revolts. The rise of
national populism, the vote for Brexit, Boris
Johnson's emphatic 2019 election victory,
the fall of Labour's Red Wall, and the
emergence of a very different brand of
conservatism have all outflanked the
country's liberal establishment and stunned
the world. In trying to make sense of this
remarkable churn and change, many
commentators cling to very short-term and
unconvincing explanations, pointing to
social media, dark money, individual leaders,
or the promises made to voters.
But, as acclaimed political scientist Matthew
Goodwin reveals in this strikingly original study, this turbulence has been a long time in the
making - and it is set to continue for many years to come. Embarking on a profound and
wide-ranging analysis of postwar British politics, Goodwin shows how these revolts are all
symptomatic of deeper shifts that are now rapidly reshaping our political world. He points
to the rise of three new drivers over 'values', 'voice' and 'virtue', and shows how these
uniquely powerful divides are now pushing us into a new era of political volatility.
UK & Commonwealth Rights: Allen Lane, Simon Winder
Publication: March 2023
Manuscript: available
Option publishers for National Populism: Brazil: Record; Greece: Epikentro;
Lithuania: UAB Leidykla Vaga; Poland: Sonia Draga; Portugal: Saida da
Emergencia; Spain: Planeta
Matthew J. Goodwin is Professor of Politics at the University of Kent and a Senior Visiting
Fellow at Chatham House. He has published four books, including the Sunday
Times bestseller National Populism. He writes regularly for The Times, Financial
Times and New York Times, and has worked with more than 200 organisations on issues
relating to European politics. He lives in London.
Praise for National Populism
A SUNDAY TIMES TOP TEN BEST SELLER AND BOOK OF THE YEAR
‘Intelligent, counterintuitive ... [ranging] far beyond Brexit and Britain ... they put a
parochial debate in a much bigger context’ The Economist
‘Compelling ... Eatwell and Goodwin do a good job of demolishing lazy stereotypes about
Trump and Brexit supporters being almost exclusively white and old ... Measured and
insightful’ Sunday Telegraph
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DAN HICKS
Every Monument Will Fall

A radical biography of the founding father’ of Archaeology and Anthropology, Augustus
Pitt-Rivers, Every Monument Will Fall is the literary equivalent of pulling down a statue.
Pitt Rivers’ memory endures in many forms, from the museums which bear his name to his
brutal ‘Theory of Evolution’, which sought to establish the cultural superiority of whiteness
after the abolition of slavery. Hicks shows how these conceptions have been made to endure
in the present, turning W.E.B. Du Bois’ question – “How does it feel to be a problem?” onto
Pitt-Rivers, and thus onto Hicks himself as his disciplinary descendant.
As the current curator of the Pitt Rivers museum, Hicks asks how to be a good descendant,
to celebrate and care for all that’s good in art, culture, heritage, museums, and the historic
built environment that we inherit from the past, while being ready to excise toxic legacies
that were passed down to us: the anthropological depth of Guns, Germs and Steel meets the
radical potential of The Dawn of Everything.
UK and Commonwealth Rights: Helen Conford, Hutchinson Heinemann
Publication: September 2023
Manuscript: November 2022

Dan Hicks is a writer, curator, and professor whose non-fiction engages with questions of
art, landscape, memory, identity, and the enduring nature of the colonial past. His latest
book, The Brutish Museums was internationally acclaimed and became an instant cult
classic, making him a go-to authority on colonial restitution and leading to a tour of events
at museums and institutions all over the world. It was a New York Times art book of the
year
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FRED HOGGE
Of Ice and Men

An exploration of humanity’s relationship with ice since
the dawn of civilization, Of Ice and Men reminds us that
only by understanding this unique substance can we save
the ice on our planet—and perhaps ourselves.
Ice tells a story. It writes it in rock. It lays it down,
snowfall by snowfall at the ends of the earth where we
may read it like the rings on a tree. It tells our planet’s
geological and climatological tale.
Ice tells another story too: a story about us. It is a tale packed with swash-buckling
adventure and improbable invention, peopled with driven, eccentric, often brilliant
characters. It tells how our species has used ice to reshape the world according to our needs
and our desires: how we have survived it, harvested it, traded it, bent science to our will to
make it—and how in doing so we have created globe-spanning infrastructures that are
entirely dependent upon it.
And even after we have done all that, we take ice so much for granted that we barely notice
it.
Ice has supercharged the modern world. It has allowed us to feed ourselves and cure
ourselves in ways unimaginable two hundred years ago. It has enabled the global population
to rise from less than 1 billion to nearly 7½ billion—which just happens to cover the same
period of time as humanity has harvested, manufactured, and distributed ice on an
industrial scale.
And yet the roots of our fascination with ice and its properties run much deeper than the
recent past.
World English Rights: Pegasus, Claiborne Hancock
Publication: December 2022
Manuscript: available
“[Fred] Hogge makes his solo debut with an illuminating and wide-ranging look at one of
humanity’s most overlooked natural resources: ice. Hogge gathers an impressive collection
of arcana. This sparkling history informs and entertains.” Publishers Weekly
“Hogge writes with wit and flair, bringing natural history alive in a way that will have great
appeal for those who enjoy the work of Mary Roach and Bill Bryson.” Booklist
Fred Hogge is a historian and film-maker who has long been in the business of storytelling.
As a ghost-writer he has collaborated on books ranging from the history of cocktails to how
the ancient Chinese art of Wing Tsun can be applied to modern businesses such as Penguin
Random House and Hachette. Fred is British by birth and lives in Thailand.
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FARAH KARIM-COOPER
The Great White Bard
Shakesepeare Race and the Future of his
Legacy
HOW IS SHAKESPEARE STILL RELEVANT AS
TITANS OF WHITE WESTERN HISTORY ARE
CHALLENGED?
Professor Farah Karim-Cooper has dedicated her
career to the Bard, which is why she wants to take the
playwright down from his plinth and unveil a
Shakespeare for the twenty-first century. If we persist
in reading Shakespeare as representative of only one
group, as the very pinnacle of the white Western
canon, then he will truly be in peril.
Combining piercing analysis of race, gender and
otherness in famous plays from Antony and Cleopatra to The Tempest with a radical
reappraisal of Elizabethan London, The Great White Bard entreats us neither to idealise nor
to bury Shakespeare but instead to look him in the eye and reckon with the discomforts of
his plays, playhouses and society.
In inviting new perspectives and interpretations, we may yet prolong and enrich his
extraordinary legacy
UK & Commonwealth Rights: Oneworld, Cecilia Stein
US & Canadian Rights: Viking, Patrick Nolan
Publication: UK Spring 2023 (400th Anniversary of the 1st Folio), US August
2023
Manuscript: available
Farah Karim-Cooper is co-director of education at the Globe Theatre, where she has
worked for over 16 years, professor of Shakespeare Studies at King’s College London and
president of the Shakespeare Association of America. tShe is an executive board member for
RaceB4Race, a collective of scholars and institutions that seek racial justice in the field of
pre-modern literary studies.
‘The Great White Bard is conscientiously constructed and vitally important. The book is
pitched perfectly for the general reader, and it provides clear and compelling models for
how to read Shakespeare with race in mind.’ Ayanna Thompson, author of Blackface
Combines academic chops with approachable prose to bring the urgent, engaged
scholarship on early modern race out of the academy and into wider conversations about
Shakespeare’s role in our contemporary world. This is Shakespeare as we’ve (most of us)
never been willing to see him – and the works emerge from the analysis as newly complicit,
powerful, and yet recuperative.’ Emma Smith, author of This is Shakespeare
16
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GABRIEL SZATAN
After Daft
How Daft Punk Rewired the 21st
Century
Daft Punk are one of the 21st century's most
iconic and universally popular music groups.
After Daft is not only the story of their legacy,
but also of electronic music and DJ culture’s
rise.
When Daft Punk's Thomas Bangalter and Guy-Manuel de Homem-Christo hung up their robot
helmets on 22nd February 2021, the Parisian duo had transformed the sound of pop, the face of live
touring, the global popularity of Electronic Dance Music (EDM) and just about everything else in
between.
With over 20 million records sold,and a string of worldwide #1 hits to their names Daft Punk
reached a level of influence thought unobtainable for a dance artist. Their audiovisual ‘Alive 200607’ tour was the birth of the modern concert experience as we know it, and they are singularly
credited with convincing the North American market to embrace their own electronic music
heritage.
New interviews with artists like LCD Soundsystem, Swedish House Mafia, Nile Rodgers (Chic), Air,
Franz Ferdinand, Justice, Annie Mac, Paul Johnson, Stardust, The Blessed Madonna, 2manydjs,
Tame Impala a, framing an intimate portrait of a group whose influence is as vast for Millennial and
Gen Z audiences as The Rolling Stones or Michael Jackson was for generations prior.
With exclusive scoops and unheard details about Daft Punk’s studio sessions and live concerts
across Asia, South America, Australasia and Europe — and factoring in their pan-global success —
the book will have considerable international appeal. After Daft will also present an authoritative
and entertaining overview of the past three decades of electronic music and club-oriented youth
culture.
Lines of communication are open with Daft Punk themselves, with approaches to collaborators,
close friends and allies in the music business greenlit by the band and their representatives.
UK & Commonwealth Rights: John Murray, Yassine Belkacemi
Rights: Russia, White Label; Poland, Znak
Publication: Early Spring 2024
Manuscript: Summer 2023
Proposal available
Gabriel Szatan is a ’90s-born writer, broadcaster and music media figure, acclaimed for his
extensive reporting on contemporary music and 21st century cultural movements. He is the Head of
Dance & Electronic for JAY-Z’s digital media company TIDAL. As a journalist, his specialist
knowledge has featured on BBC Radio 1 and Radio 6 Music, The Guardian, Pitchfork, The
Economist, Boiler Room, Dazed, DJ Magazine, The Face, Resident Advisor and more. He has
relocated from London to NYC to complete research and writing for After Daft.
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CECE XIE
Big Bad Law
Inside The World’s Most Elite
Law Firms

Xie has been documenting life as a Big Law associate since 2020 on TikTok and had built a
formidable following in the process, giving people an insight to a famously pressured and
high octane profession. She has captured the mood of Generation Z too, who came to the
law to make a positive difference in the world but are becoming increasingly disillusioned.
She is even better positioned to write Big Bad Law having made the decision to leave the
profession. The result is a deeply engaging mix of memoir and investigative reportage from
inside America’s top firms, as well as a rallying cry for change. We follow Xie and her bright
eyed, bushy tailed recruits, saddled with student debt but on hefty starting salaries and
proud to be joining prestigious institutions. Xie is an acute observer and passes and her
perspective as a Chinese-born first-generation immigrant is particularly interesting
amongst many privileged and moneyed contemporaries.
We see the toxic behaviour of partners, sexual harassment, substance abuse, and a
workaholic culture which trickles down to associates at all levels who exist on a constant
hum of anxiety, as well as some of the nefarious practices which have brought into question
the founding principles of the law.
Big Bad Law shines a light on the legal system and by extension the state of democracy in
the US. It speaks for a generation with different priorities: a better work life balance, a more
diverse and equal workplace, and a career choice which doesn’t compromise their morals:
Liar’s Poker meets Uncanny Valley.
Propsoal ready for submission in October 2022
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JACOB DUNNE
Right From Wrong
In 2011 Jacob Dunne killed a man with a single punch in
an unprovoked attack. Sentenced to prison for
manslaughter, he served 14 months of a custodial sentence.
On his release, he found himself homeless, unemployed
and struggling to find a sense of purpose. But with the help
of others, and with the encouragement of his victim’s
parents, he managed to get his life back on track.
The book follows the course of Dunne's life, beginning on a
council estate in Nottingham. Beset by problems at home
and at school, Jacob drifted into drug-related gang culture, drinking heavily and fighting for
fun before a fateful night changed the course of his life. Unflinching in its account of Jacob’s
guilt and shame, this book will reveal how Jacob used the experience to turn things around.
He has been actively involved with Restorative Justice programmes including the
Forgiveness Project, has reconciled with those he has hurt, earned a first-class degree in
Criminology and become a husband and father. By telling his story, he hopes he might help
people to avoid the kind of mistakes he made. Some of Dunne’s story has previously been
told in the Aria-winning Radio 4 series "The Punch".
Right From Wrong is a deeply humane and honest book, offering deep insight to the
relationship between criminal justice and men’s mental health. It has a strong core message
about forgiveness that should be a source of hope for us: our worst problems might be
overcome, our worst errors atoned for, as Jacob has attempted to atone for his own.
World English Rights: HarperNorth, Jonathan de Peyer
Film/tv rights: New Pictures
Stage rights: Nottingham Playhouse
Publication: Spring 2022
Manuscript available
Advance praise for Right From Wrong
‘A split second becomes a defining moment for two families and the end of a man’s life. This
book is, in some way, the story told by the boy who isn’t here, through the man who is.
Books, like people, can be a much-needed burst of light in the dark meadow of time. This is
that.’ Lemn Sissay, author of My Name is Why
‘A captivating and insightful journey through crime and punishment, surprisingly full of
hope.’ Nazir Afzal, author of The Prosecutor: One Man’s Pursuit of Justice for the Voiceless
'A compelling case for restorative justice.' The Telegraph
Jacob Dunne served fourteen months in prison following his conviction for manslaughter caused by
a single punch on a night out in 2011. He has since developed a relationship with his victim’s parents
through a Restorative Justice programme, and with their encouragement he has earned a first-class
degree in criminology. He now spends his time mentoring and advising young people and prisoners
on the perils of violence and how to turn their lives around.

19

Biography & Memoir

CARRIE & DAVID GRANT
A Very Modern Family

A breakout book on the ever-expanding concept of family.
Carrie and David Grant have an extraordinary story to tell: three of their four children are
trans or non-binary, they are also gay or queer, all four are neurodivergent, and they are a
mixed-race family, too.
In A Very Modern Family, Carrie and David share their own familial experiences, while
providing you with a deep dive into real life, frequently encountered situations and
pertinent, applicable advice. Their openness and solutions-based approach will provide
solace, guidance and inspiration for families everywhere.
This book is full of life hacks for anyone trying to find a roadmap through the maze of
raising children in the modern world.
UK and Commonwealth Rights: Jillian Young, Little Brown
Publication: Spring 2023
Manuscript: Autumn 2022

Carrie and David Grant have been regular fixtures on our television screens for decades.
They were vocal coaches and judges on Fame Academy, judged the BAFTA award-winning
Glee Club and have been part of several BBC primetime entertainment shows. Alongside coauthoring a bestselling vocal coaching book, Carrie has also written for various books on
subjects such as mental health, child psychology and autism. Their broader services to
society have also been recognised with MBEs: David for services to music and Carrie for
services to music, media and charity. For the past ten years they have run a parent support
group and Carrie has been involved in several campaigns and Parliamentary white papers
across health and education.
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CLIVE IRVING
The Last Queen
How Queen Elizabeth II Saved the Monarchy,
as it Became the Greatest Show on Earth

New paperback for 2022 expanded to include the death of Prince Philip, the fallout from
Megxit and the banishment of Prince Andrew.
‘The Firm’, as the royal family styles itself, judged by real corporate standards, is a mess.
Any consultants called in from outside to scrutinise its inner workings would find all the
familiar flaws of a family business that has outgrown its original scale and design. There is
no overall strategy, just a collection of warring divisions pursuing their own ends.
And this will be a profound problem now the Queen has died, because make no bones about
it, the Queen’s mortality determines the mortality of the monarchy. Under Charles III, the
monarchy can never be the same; indeed, its very survival is in doubt.
In The Last Queen, pioneering investigative reporter Clive Irving paints a revelatory portrait
of Elizabeth II’s extraordinary reign, setting it within the dramatic transformation of Britain
itself over the same period. This compelling account asks: how long will the
institution survive beyond the second Elizabethan era?
World English Rights: Biteback, Olivia Beattie
Publication: October 2020
Rights sold: US: Pegasus; China: Beijing Standway; Hungary: Europa; Serbia:
Publik Praktium
‘The Last Queen is as entertaining as it is essential, and I read it with gusto’ Tina Brown
‘Royal watchers will delight in this richly detailed appraisal of the world's oldest reigning
monarch’. Publishers Weekly
‘A gossipy romp through a history of the British monarchy’. Kirkus
Clive Irving has had a long and career in journalism on both sides of the Atlantic. He has
been managing editor of the Sunday Times in London, where he created and led the Insight
investigative team and authored Scandal '63, a book on the Profumo affair published by
Heinemann. He was the founding editor of Conde Nast Traveler, where he is still editor
emeritus, and is a regular columnist for the Daily Beast.
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HENRIETTA LOVELL
Infused
Adventures in Tea
A NEW YORK TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR
* Winner of Fortnum & Mason Food and Drink
Awards, Drink Book Award 2020 *
Henrietta Lovell is best known as ‘The Rare Tea
Lady’. She is on a mission to revolutionise the way
we drink tea by replacing industrially produced
teabags with the highest quality tea leaves. Her
quest has seen her travel to the Shire Highlands of
Malawi, across the foothills of the Himalayas, and
to hidden gardens in the Wuyi-Shan to source the
world’s most extraordinary teas.
Infused invites us to discover these remarkable
places, introducing us to the individual growers and household name chefs Lovell has met
along the way – and reveals the true pleasures of tea. The result is a delicious infusion of
travel writing, memoir, recipes, and glorious photography, all written with Lovell’s unique
charm and wit.
World English Rights: Faber, Laura Hassan
Rights sold in 2022: China, Beijing United Creadion Culture; Taiwan, Locus
Film/tv rights: August 2022 optioned to major US production company
"I found myself quite caught up in her infectious enthusiasm as she ventured ― twice
defeating her own cancer, which tried in vain to slow her down ― out into the world in
search of the green tea hills in China, Japan and India, of course, but also in Malawi, Nepal
and South Africa.... This is a love letter. I read the book in one contented go on a flight from
Sydney to Hong Kong, where I had a few hours’ wait before moving on to New York." The
New York Times"
This is a chronicle of someone who chose to give herself over to the pursuit of a Big Life,
with the triumphs and sacrifices that choice brings." ― Los Angeles Times
“Henrietta Lovell’s new book Infused is steeped in adventure and brewed with love. A tellall tea manifesto from the tea lady herself.”―Dan Barber, Blue Hillgnant, impressionistic,
occasionally laugh-out-loud" Wall Street Journal
Henrietta Lovell left a career in corporate finance to found the Rare Tea Company in 2004.
She buys rare and precious harvests from tea growers around the world world and has had
many adventures along the way. Her expertise is sought by the world's most prestigious
restaurants and hotels, including Gordon Ramsay, Alain Ducasse, 11 Madison Park, Noma
and Claridges.
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GEORGE MPANGA
Find Why
When George started rapping at fifteen years old, his
environment became his teacher; it gave him the
language, the experience and the skills to turn a
hobby into a career. He shot to fame when he
converted to poetry, but something was missing he
found himself staring out of the window on
tour…searching.
This search has led him to the most important
question known to humanity: Why? ‘Why’ became
the focus of his writing, as he allowed himself to be
led by his curiosity. Instead of posing as someone
with answers, he made art out of my questions
In this loosely autobiographical book, George use
stories from his life to explore the injustices that
motivate his writing. The reasons behind the things he’s witnessed – the ‘why’ – have
become a driving force propelling his creativity. Years spent rapping as a teenager opened
his eyes to the unmet needs of undiscovered talent in areas like his own. His creative rebirth
as a poet showed him the power of innovation, as he left his Rap friends behind to pursue a
world of opportunity that seemed invisible to them. His third creative life as a podcaster
gave him the chance to explore what was going wrong; why the opportunities that seemed
so abundant to him had evaded most of the gifted people he grew up with. We’re all set up
to serve a purpose, and by looking around and asking ‘why’, he’s discovered his in a global
challenge. He hopes that this book detailing his search for purpose can lead someone else to
theirs.
UK & Commonwealth Rights: Hodder, Kirty Topiwakla and Huw Armstrong
Publication: September 2023
Manuscript: December 2022
George Mpanga, the British Ugandan multi-hyphenate artist better known as George The
Poet, is a Peabody Award Winning London-born spoken word performer. His innovative
brand of musical poetry has won him critical acclaim both as a recording artist and a social
commentator, and seen his words broadcast to billions worldwide.
Praise for Have You Heard George’s Podcast
‘There’s something special about it: the storytelling is unique, so exciting, so kinetic. Even
though it’s in your ears, you feel like you’re walking along with George.’ Candice CartyWilliams
‘[George’s podcast] blows through the medium’s newly established boundaries, offering an
experience as innovative as it is undefinable.’ New Yorker
‘A genre-defying piece of audio that pushes the limits of what a podcast can be.’ New York
Times
‘There can’t be many people out there who don’t think George the Poet is a bit of a genius.’
Charlie Phillips, Guardian
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ROB PARKES
MARRIED TO THE BLACK
WIDOW
A chilling true story of lies, manipulation
and control

The chilling true story of the man who survived
decades of abuse at the hands of his ex-wife,
culminating in her taking a hit out on his life,
before she was finally imprisoned.
‘Not many people know how much their life is
worth. I do.
The value of my life, or more specifically the cost of ending it, can be measured on a sliding
scale based on method, reliability and efficiency. Fifteen thousand pounds would buy you
plausible deniability and a brick across the back of the head from a London-based
professional hitman. Or, if you’re on a budget, five grand for “some nutter” to come down
from Glasgow.’
Rob and his now ex-wife, Victoria, met at university. Their relationship started off happily,
they married and moved to Falmouth in Cornwall. However, it quickly descended into a
nightmare marriage of psychological manipulation, coercive control and emotional abuse –
all from the woman who was supposed to love him.
Rob’s life was gradually destroyed as Victoria extended a web of lies around him,
manipulating, suffocating and isolating him from the outside world. It was only through his
baby daughter, Grace, that he found the courage to leave Victoria. But even then, Rob could
never really escape, and Victoria continued to haunt and torment his life. In fact, her actions
became more and more extreme, culminating in approaches to at least six different men with
requests to help her murder Rob.
As featured in Channel 4’s 24 Hours in Police Custody, Married to the Black Widow is both a
bone-chilling, real-life, psychological thriller and a powerful and honest true story of a
father’s unrelenting battle for freedom and justice.
UK and Commonwealth Rights: Orion, Vicky Eribo
Film/TV rights: New Regency Pictures
Publication: July 2023
Manuscript: available
Rob Parkes is the former husband of Victoria Breeden, who was the subject of ‘Black Widow’,
a special feature-length episode of Channel 4’s 24 Hours in Police Custody, which secured the
programme’s highest-ever viewing figures. Married to the Black Widow details Rob’s
marriage to Victoria and the 20+ years of emotional and physical abuse he suffered from her,
as well as the ensuing court battle.
Biography and Memoir
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HANNAH PIERCE
All Boats Are Sinking

If Bridget Jones had lived on a boat in 2022, she’d have written this book.
After a break up, some hit the gym. Cut their hair. Have a drunken one night stand. After
her break up, Hannah bought a boat. Now, newly single and plunged into life on the water,
Hannah grapples gamely with exploding toilets, disappearing hulls, and the (always poo
related) enquiries of towpath pedestrians. But when a turbulent relationship with her boss
and a global pandemic threaten to sink her, Hannah must embark on an odyssey from
London to West Yorkshire, in a bid to let go of the past and find her true self.
The book is part guide, part memoir. It contains lists, recipes and maps and is playful and
episodic. The five parts span four years and hundreds of miles of the British Waterways.
All Boats are Sinking woukld moor nicely alongside The Salt Path by Raynor Winn and
Everything I know about Love by Dolly Alderton.
Hannah Pierce graduated from drama school in 2009 and wrote, produced and performed
as an actor for five years before becoming a pub manager. Her career in hospitality
progressed into promotion and she produced large scale events for pubs, venues and clubs
across London up until 2020. In 2014 Pierce wrote a one woman theatre show which
received critical acclaim,
“Hannah Pierce delivered a virtuoso hour-long monologue, hannah_27 Valiant Adventures
of an Online Dater...Audience ages ranged from young teens through to 70s – and everyone
loved it.” Financial Times
Hannah Pierce resides on a Narrowboat, somewhere on the British waterways...

Material ready for submission in October 2022
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JESSIE WARE
Omelette
Food, Chaos and Conversations

Omelette is a celebration of our three basic needs: food,
security and love. Whether musing over society's biggest challenges, the acceptability of
eating in bedrooms, family bonding and etiquette, or whether Wagon Wheels are a dessert,
Jessie reveals a snapshot of her life, the world she's lived in and the people she's met, and
what she actually thinks matters.
Jessie invites you to join the conversation, indulge in some of her favourite recipes, or
simply kick back with a glass of wine and enjoy stories that will nourish your heart and
satisfy your soul:
‘Collected here are things I’ve done, things I’ve seen and things I’ve thought. They’re slices
of each part of my life. Call them omelettes, if you like. I hope you enjoy them.’
UK & Commonwealth Rights: Hodder, Harriet Poland
Publication: June 2021
Manuscript: January 2021
‘Jessie's life seems to have seamlessly brought her forth on a magic carpet of food, peppered
by lots and lots of laughs. Her stories are a joy to read, although probably not as much fun
as they are to live. Deliciously entertaining’. -- Yotam Ottolenghi
‘Joie de vivre is the bass note throughout the pages of Omelette’ ― Harper's Bazaar
A delicious fusion of memoir and ode to food’ ― Grazia
‘A charming and funny memoir ... you want to eat everything she describes’ ― Daily Mail
‘A great one for foodies who live for nostalgia’ ― GQ
‘Loved it, laughed and cried in parts…I so enjoyed reading about Jessie’s life through
food..Childbirth and Bolognese forever imprinted on my mind’- Angela Hartnett
Jessie Ware is an award-winning English singer-songwriter, podcaster and author. With
over a million albums sold worldwide and BRIT/Mercury nominations under her belt,
Jessie has just released her highly anticipated fourth record ‘Whats Your Pleasure’ which
charted at no3 in the UK album chart. Jessie won ‘Best New Voice’ at the Audio Production
Awards for her hugely successful podcast ‘Table Manners' that she hosts alongside her
mum, Lennie. ‘Table Manners’ has hit over 17 million listens since launching in 2017 and
continues to top the iTunes podcast chart series after series. The Table Manners Cookbook
was published in March 2020 becoming an instant Times Bestseller.
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